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veins viii wvarrant the expenditture of labor for this pur-pose. Tho
bnlk of the barren serpentine neessary to ho renoved in order to obtain
a ton of fibre is conseqtentlv very graand "'Ifle no exact, data are
to hand bv whichi the relative propor-tioi! of asbestius and serpentinîe
can ho deternuined, iL bias been estimated to range iii the ratio of 25 to
1 in very prolific ground, to 50 to 1 in offdinary inining. 0f course ini

suich a great quantity of wvaste rock, uinder the present, systeni of îvork-
ing, nîany smail veina or- portions of veins are not, removed, owinc' to
the expense andi diffionflty attending snch operationa hy hand labor
oniy-and the gr-eat hoalps of ivasto niater-ial have acceunilateci tii thîey
now occupy largo aïeas of valuiable grotind. As ii te case of the drill-
ing and hoisting, howvever, wvhere liaud labor lias been ohligred tû givçe

p)lace to steani and comiprcssed air, so, also, very shortiy the hreaking
and cobbing muist also be doue by machincry, and with proper appli-
ances, wvitlî a great, saving of expense, as)- lias r*esýilted iii the case of the
drillhng andi other operationa ; sinco wl th a jroperly oqipdmine the
cost of producetion eau ho redtueil froin fi0f to 75 per cent. froni the
expense due to the laboricuasyti of hiand labor.

'[ho historv of asbestuis miningy J)risents sonie points of interest in
vîow cf the rapid grosvth of the indiustry. Coniparativoly little im-

portainee wvas at.tached to the inioerai, froni the econoinic standpoint, in
the early daYs of the Geological Stirvey's operations, and this combinied
with the faut, that, althonghi ashestiîs had been known before 18,0 iii

the serpentines of the Eastern Towviiships, the quantity seen at the

places where ticovered 'vas very iitcd, and led to, th-e restilt that but
little heed w"as paiti to its% occuirrence, lu 1877, owiug, to, the huirning
off of the forest, ini TLhetfordI and Coicraine townships, the his of ser-

pontinle liecaine laid hare aînd the weathering speedily produced the
pecuiliar feiting of the asihostiis fibre oa the surface 'vherever veins
ocirrecl. This wvas obsorveti lw a French Canadian nametl Fectoanl, it
15 s1mted, and the importance of the neîv material was soon ascertained,
which restilteà in the. establishmnent of uiining operations on a synali
Scale iii the simimer of te followvingr year, by the Joliiston Ashestus
Mining Conmpany, althotigh the crcclit of the first attempt at wvoirkelic
should proli:tbly ho givon to the Ward B3rothners. The areas i the im-

Inediate vicinity ivere spe.edily secured anti new~ fmes iocated, since


