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I3URGLARY.

BUX«11CLARY is one of the evils that are incident
to a highi state of civilization and the accuinu-
lation of capital and wealth. WVhercver riches
inerease, andi bank safes groiv plethorie withi
gold or greenbacks, burgiars ivill be found at-
teinpting to wvrest the hioarded treasure froxîî its
lawvful owner. The niner invii hi they ac-
complishi their purpose lias frequc.ntly formed
the subject of intercsting papers to thie niaga-
zincs and revicws, and a few stray reniarks on
the subject may interest our readers, especially
as St. Johin lias within a ycar been visited by a
gang of the safe-robbing fraternity.

Most people are not aware that hurglary is a
profession, and that its highier branches are
neyer attexnpted but by those irho have become
adepts at thieir business. We are not prepared
to, state whîether the burgiars have colleges at
which tlîcy graduate; but tiuis înuehi is certain,
tlîat, individually, thîey differ widely iii the de-
grec of skill with whichi tliey practise their un-
lawful occupation-so inucli so, indeed, tixat a
skiliful detective, in examîining preinises that
have been broken into, will often say Ilthis is
Whîitc Headcd Bob's Nvork," or IlBilly go fast
did thiis," and the resuit of furdiier investigation
will, in înost instances, confirin thc correctîiess
of tue surmise.

Thc, class of thieves that miost peopte cati
burgiars are teclinically terined cracksiîîen, and
they invariably nuake tlieir hecad quarters in
nme large city. Tlîey generally Nvork in gangs,
and oftcn the person by whorn the affair is p)lan-
ncd and arranged, leaves it to lus confederates
to accomplislî tlic robbcry. This is donc 'és-
peeially whlen the operation is perfortiîed iii a
emati city, for the purpose of warding suspicion
froni the leading cracksnîan, whlo, freqîiently
succeeds iu obtaining- access to good society,
and bcing invitcd te the houses of respeetable
pcoplc. Not tilt after lie lias left tie place is
tlic robbery comnuitted by bis confederates, wlio
have been in the in2anitiiîne furnislied hy hiîî
vith elaborately prepared plans of? thie prelinises
to be robbed, and fuit directions lîow to procecd.
One of the boldest and iiost ingenious robberies
of this kind wce ever heard of, occurred soinie
years ngo in a large town iu Hlampshîire. 'Tli
following account of it is from the London
Quarterly

"Agang of first-rate cracksmen having heard
that a certain banker in a country towvn wvas in
the habit of kccping large sumis of money h.i a
Strong-hox of the banking-housc in whlich lie
himsclf dwelt, determincd to carry it off. For
this purpose the most astute and respectable-
looking mlddle-aged man of thue gang was de-
Spatched to flic town, reconoitre flhc preunises
and get an insiglît into the character of their
'Victima. The banker, lie ascertained, belonged

to the Sect of Primitive Methodisa, and hcld
wlîat is tcrmcd ' love-fcasts.' The cracksiiîan a&-
cordingly got linsclf up fts a preaclier, studled
the pecutiar mnethod of liolding forth, in favour
witli the seet, wore a white neckhandkerchief,
nssurned a nasal whinc, and laid in a powcrful
stock of Scripture phrases. Thus armed, hoe took
occasion to hold forth, and that so ' movingly,'
that the rumour of lus ' discources' soon camne
to the cars of the banker, and lie was admitted
as a guest. Ris foot once inside thc doors, hie
rapidly ' improvcd the occasion' in his own pe-
culiar uîlanner. The intîmacy grew, and lie was
speedty on sucli terins of friendship with evcry
one in the hîouse that lie camne and uvent witlîout
notice. Uc acquatintcd hiiiîselfwitli tue position
of the strong box, and took imipressions in wax
of tîxe wards of the loclis. These lic sent up to
lus pals in town, and in duc course lie uvas sup-
plied with false keys. With these he opened the
strong box, niade exact notes of the value and
nature of its contents, and rcplaced everything
as lie found it. A plan of the street, the housc,
and of tîxe particular cliamber in whicli the
treasure was kept, wvas tlien prepared and for-
warded to the confederates in London. ec
persuuded his kind friend the banker to lîold a
love-feast on the evening of the final stroke.
A few minutes before tlîe time appointed for the
robbery, hie proposed tlînt the wlîole assembly
should join witlî him in raising voices to tîxe
glory of the Lord. Tlie cracksman laboured
liard and long to keep up the hymîi, and noise
enough was muade to cover the designs of less
adroit conféderates than lis own. The pseudo-
preaclier, to disarm. suspicion, remained with
bis friend a fortnigiit after the tbeft, and on his
departure, att the Nyonuen of the 'persuasion'
wcpt that so good a, nan should go away from
anon- tlie-m 1"

The skitl attiined by somne cracksnuen is so
great tlîat no systeîuî of boîts and bars is capable
of~ keceping tlienî out. A shxeet of iron, lîowevcr,
iii the inside of the panel of a, shutter or doo,ý
will frequeutly kcep out the best among tlîeni;
anîd thiose of tlîenî vho have opened tlîeir rninds
to the priýson autliorities, state that it is totally
iipossible, withiout alarming tlîe inîuîates. to
force a, window tluat is lightly barred wiflî a thin
iron b)ar and supplied with a bell. A shîuttcr
thîus protected, and wliiclî gives a little uvith
pressure, will not allow the centu ebit to work
witlîout ringing thie alarmn.

Most large lîouse robberles are wlîat is terni-
cd "lput up,"-that is, tlue thieves are in corres-
pondence witlî the servants of thîe lîouse, or
witli thiose wlîo have been discarded. The van-
ity of fernale servants is said to ho a more fertile
cause of burgiaries than any othier. A smart
young craeksnian, hearing where thero ia a large


