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1I noye'r coula utidarstatid, Eliza, why you choute
ta bury y'ourself in that littia country town, away front
oî'crybody and cvorythiing. "

IlI date ay not," rofurnod Mms Muoan, good-
naturadly.

"'And thora you vogetato tha yoar round," conti-
tiued lier tinter, 'vitit the sania ill-used expression of
tuna and faco. " How you live withouf. a sutttttterua
jautit at tha vary hntst, within thirty miles of Ssnitogs,
too! I don't beliovo you oversea it 1"

Wuwcru thora throa years aga, Sout recolleef.."
"Vus, 1 liad ta tcasse Su int if thougli, and write

thiat you would not se lue at ail if Yeu dia xiot camne
wtritr 1 tras. You luxvon'f been in New York sinco
thât winter, and 1 don'f. beliavo Soit would hava been
iiow but for Harry's weddintg."

"I d D't think 1 ahoula hava beau, Ellon ; thougli
Soit ought to kxtow weou enoughi not te be affrontait at
it."1

Il0, it's nlot that ! But what is the ute of having a
decent inconie and a good position, and burying your-
self wlterc nobody over secs or lioars of Sou 1"

IlBut ire do have somoc Ver pleasant neighbours,
and a greaf. isany people would mise us if wvabsloula
maya away. It would miko a différenco to saone
fmiiilies"

Il , your poor people, and workpeoplo, and ail
thiat: it's the very thing, I coniplain of. John ays 80,
tSo. lle's provoked whoenover ho thia-s oi it-that

Sout should slave Sour lifo out for people that hava no
kind o! claitn on you. And thon you got s0 behind
tho tintes. I believo you'vo hall that dress the lait
ive ycars."I

IlBut, Ellcn, iC.s a nico silk, and if.'s juif. as inucit
in fashiozn as if. arer was. 1 lied it maide plain'ly, and
trimntntd with tho 5ame, s0 thât if. might liat I coula
not afford te get a new wslking.dress, anmd have a
prctty ovening-drcss and cap for a wcdding, too."

I inmust ay Soi, looi-c vez-y voll at the 'wedding,"
and the recollcction scomed ta sootho Mn. Bradford'à
irritation alittle. "Agroat many remarkod it, Lucy's
fncnds, tc, andi they am a&H such fashionable people.
To tell tho truth. 1 va= afraid Soit would think it your
duty to look like a !right."

-no, IMn. Mason kaow lier duty botter than that--
botter than to wound 'ber sister's feelings or prido at
tho marriago o! lier only son with a fashionaiblo wonm.
She knew the propriety of tinte and place tac well to
appoar without a Il wdding-garxnont ;" it would not
hava been following the only rulo of lifo sa walked
by-tho golden ruie.

Tt. vas for titis reax-on that site hied hcsitated a littie
about accoptin- the invitation. Sho lcnow tho uns-
voidablo expense of the journey, aimd lier dresa vould
bc more than alto hall been accustomed ta aflow hrraolf;
Set if. would giro ber 3ster plcasire, and they led
imot met for a long tinte. Tho MIsons wcro nlot puer,
in the ordinary saine of tho word. Mr. Miauon Lad
retia front business, to the surpriseocf evuone, juif.
as ho socxned in the 'very w3y to realizo a large fort une,
satisficid wxth a eomfortable incorne-large indood in
tho country place tu which ho removed. Mrs. Mauan
gavc up lier tain houso and fasbionabla acquaintanooa,
gîaduially laying amille all extrairaganca in dressanad
styla of living,- as if they rcally vero in atraitened
ineans. Mma Blradford could not xtnderitand it.

The two imutera vent on vith thoir xnorning accu*
pattons untal bmis Bradford had finished looking over
lier luit of calii, anmd shopping, aud generitl engago-
monta for tho week. For a peran vito had juif. re-
prored anot.bor for Ilavn if. wu rat.her a format-
clable Esti, and would requira a grcat deai of planning
and calculation, snd Lard worl. ta a mpliah i.

"4You did flot ay how you liked the nov dinner-set,
Eihza,*'shabcid, remindcdl o! tho omission by a meo-
randura «"t0 caidl at Haugvouva' anad match wine
glasses and gablot3," brokeon at the 'wcding suppen-
«'Evcr dessert plate is difforent : it's tho 'w.dsomes.
set intportod titis ycar-tha abapea arc pcrfocL"

44Yea, I noticed the style, anmd the paint.ing. I. vws
rcry beautiful ,and rcxy difficuif. te match, 1 suppose2'

"Maýtch I wlmy, if. can'f. ha matchod! That's thte
charin afi.t, i i.'s tho only ono in te e>ountry."

1I aboula thinkm Soit woxild dread te hamo if. usod."
<Sie 1 do. I nover givo a dinnor without fear and

tromubling--sorvants arc no cardles. WVhat do yau
think 1 discoyered thiz niorning 1 A great scratch on
my silvor tea-kettle. Oue of the loe of tha tripod was
bont, ta 1 and 1 hava nof. bad if. six menths 1 And
t.hare's f.he large silver traiter, had ta go ta Tiiliuxy's,
if. was s0 dentodl and injured tho other night. Tirod
as 1 was, .1 ast up an hour and a Lal! counting spoona
snd forks, snd lmuntimîg up thinga. WYo hava ovory-
thing if.'a possiblo to have in ailvor, for 1 liko the family
plate, I imust ay, and if. will -%lso go te Harr, sa iV.a
rùslly a savimmg, you amo"

bifr Muson could not soc tho saving, psrtieularly
if if. was liabla to losa and injury. Site Lad alroady
noticed the extensivo additions mado te tîmo grea. plate
sale, lot in a rocs in the diningrooun. 0f titis Mra.
Bradford kepf. the koy, snd genterally vont horself avory
tinta if. vas required, netf daring te trust te waiter.
Tho ordinary tes-sot, spoons, forks, atc., vas carried
to bier maoin ovcr night in a plate basket, aud sito vas
utuafly roused front lier mnorniug napto sof. it outaido
the door, tma taiter choosing ta lay the tabla an bour
before it vas necesssry.

IlYour house soonts te hava overthing beout coula
tubh, ccrtaiuly," Mm. Mason said, feeling admiration
vas expecf.ed o! lier, and thon insau instant reproached
Leracif for ber comumon-placo remark, for alto knci
tat wbat ber beart moît dcsired was wantiug.
"'But thon, if.' a monatrous doal of trouble ta keep

overything in order," sighed Im,. Bradford, thinking
o! the dsmssk curtains thaf. muet bo atf.ended te, bav-
iug been aimnt ruined by the detuolition of ri. tray o!
creauns agaiist them. IlYou can have no ides o! if.
John likes ta have oerything juif. a, aimd I do mysolf.
It tak-es ana person'ls whole tinte te bo lookdng imIter
things. 1 expeet thoy vill break ane af tho mimrons
every tinte te parlour is cleanod, aud 1 dust every
Paait, anad vase, aud ornemnent, myseif ; ouly thiuk
of if.! But 1 woulmi't. lot them touch the 1 Ruth and
Nacraifor as muait a if. in ivorth, or tha 'Cicopatra,'
or tbo 'ye."'

3fnm. Mason thouglit lier aiter wau beginaing te lay
down a ecar casa of 1 « lavm-y," much as alto inveighed
againaf. if.

IlBut 1 must go aimd sec about putting thc Frencht
cbsalk on titoso curtain< oontinuod Mn. Bradford,
anmd mite darted up suddenly. 1 roaly wisit Sou would
help me, Eliza; I hava so muet te do te.day."

Mm. Màson vas at hier sister's disposai, and acenm-
panied lier te the dining-room, or ratter tes-roont,
-wbeo the miamp led taken placle. fiera appeared
te cook for ber arders, dixtuer company being expect-

ed, and Mm. Blradford bcing ver particular as te the
arrangements. A wroug gravy, or an overdona ean-
vas-back duck-, wauld spoil the vitale ploasure of an
entertaisment for him.

I0, sa te marketing Las conte. Wcll, rU hadown
ia moment, Ândrew. Nomsint for tho lambi Scnd

Patrick off for if. inatantly! Mr. Btradford will nover
forgive my haring lamb without if.. And do, Patrickt,
bo aun about the castor. Mlien Sour master ta dress-
ing a salsld, eccy instant inaof importance ; and don'f.
keep him waiting for theo cgg, or bava if. servaid in a
sa;ucer, as i. wus thse hant timo. WVino 1 Isn't the
wine givon cutt Thor, Eliza, you sec boy if. i from
ntoring till nighf.! And 1 dont boethe ieiver has,
becn toucbod. Whore's Patrick 1 The instant Soit
conte back, como te me for tho kay, anmd tell tha cook
te garnisi thei fiait properly te-day. She sent up a
déliclous broiled salmon the laut trne ittouf. sa nmuch
aa sprig of paralcy or a scrpofancggi1 Only think,
c! if., Eliza 1"'

lJnpardonable omission 1
Mm. liaon 'vokodl zvay at the curtain, while ber

aiter made divers jourucys te te liteion, dining,
anmd âtereroont, inf'"Tupted by thta eook, vaiter, anad

b'aidsfor spocWa instructions in theïr serexal
dcpmrtmnst; anad thon &lto came bacit Loated, vearied,
aimd pcmplexcd wif.h fresh subjecta for complaint aimd
lamentation.

"'Thes no uie trying te have anytiting bhr!
WLha4 do you thiuk 1 diacovered in theo laundryl
Titrea caxubric piUow-acss with ta deep Frencht
'vorn., coercd witi ron-mould; ana ona cf =y best
fableclothi, savon yards long-that oe 'vth Dinait
mmd tho Lunt I Mr. Brsdford'u fater brorght if. m-
selftfomlteaia. Thothoy'ven,nclidsmpinaheap,
anmd put away damp, because Mari wua ta lazy ta
iran them yesterday, Nezt te sliver,X 1muit say,I1
li'ko homo linon, simd as if. wii laut for ever ana ever,
and do as, vell for Riarysauius, I havle te batidmomeet

I cautief. Only think of it I ruimod 1 sait& o! henton
haan'f.th Utct basfect. sites trie if., ana taien a
piece out. o! oua o! tîte pillow.casas."

This soeniod vory muait liteo a contradiction te thc
statentamtt that home linon - aatod for evez snd
over." But to any ane whocharodj in i llradford's
teste for tlmorougmly nico snd Itandsomo nmtpety, lier
presses ivera as nsuch tu bo admirod as ier plate, vas.
Site showad thent ta hoeralater with pardonablo pnido
-pardoablo in Mm.. Dnsdford-in thte course o! the
mornimg Thora wer. piles o! pillow.slipa, plain sand
highly ornamnted; ahuota smelling faiutly of the dried
lavendor foldod betreemi thet, an old-fsshioned and
delieste bit of tousewifery Mis. Bradford hsd re-
t.ained; blanketa as soft anmd fine as a lady'a shawi;
counterpanea o! evory vsriety simd tint; yof., nof. a
block frotu titis luxunious mansion, tho poor bad died
o! cola and atarvation tho pasf. winter; the aged, and
aick, sud littia children, hhivening wit.h the cold se
neaz this hoard o! Ilpurpie sim fine linon."

"«And now va ara bora, I might as weol show you
my India, sean sad shawi 1 keop thont i Vhis cant-
plior trunk; aimd my fur boxes arc ber., ton; sQ you
m4ght as Wall see Msy sables at thc mne tinte.",

31r. Bradford lifted tvo very Landsomahcarth-rugs
fronttho trnu-,asid knelt teunlack if. "I've iried
rather m~ expernment titis year. 1 dialike the ameil
o! tobsaco sand ail thoso sort of things sa muet, that
I conaluded to try a way 1 saw recomeandcd in an
English magazine, juf. te hava Uic f.hing heston out,
-nid aired well, aimd pinnod up in linon without any-
thing. Gunter's foremnan told mue that tobseco was ail
nonsense. Rere are my crape shawls, Uic white simd
acarlet, but you've meon thea, aimd theyro sa comnmon
nowadays, 1 neyer think cf vaaring thein."

The camphor chest hLad quite a collection of foreigu
boxez sand packages, thc duil, silien cavera ai the
Chinoea cases beiug Uic mont. prominont The shawls,
'viic i ld been zoplacodl id Mm. Bradford'a affections
by the atml mýora costly cashmercs, ver. foldod as
smnoothly. and in as excellent s state o! prefervation
au wben tbay firsf. arnived. Stewart or Bock would
hava talon thetn at very littla discount front tae firit
heavy cent; but Mrs. Bradford wonld riot bava
drcamed of selling thrn, thougitsite prohably 'vould
nover voar therriagain, nov that they ver. "Icommozý."

3m. Maman could appreciate the naze shtade and
delicate texture o! the casmuera proudly subntitted
for honr inspection, lIn ber fashionable daya, a cash-
moe as te desira o! ber heart. Hors vws juif. the
style if. vould bava nuited ; if. vould have boon mnueh
moe beccming tu hoer talI, delicate figure titan Mms
Bradford's broad shoulders. Ste coula net restrain
an exclamation o! pîcasure as site gathered te gise-
fui foids in bar bande, sudavas conscious of thte feui-
ninc visit tu Iltry if. on "--a lingering vanity site did
flot suspect herclf a! before.

"11Nov, haw muet do Son suppose 1 gave for botit"
aakod Mm. 'Bradford. Juif. lok at Vhs border cf titis
scarf ; andsuch alovelyshsde, tao! 1 happeried ta
ha in StowaWn.' Uic morning they vers oponod, mimd 1
conuider thenigret bargains. Onlynina bundred for
te tvo.",
Mn. Muaou had seen more titei border wLen

te acarf ira held up te the. lighf.. She xnigitt b.
rnistal-en; site hoped site vas; but site titaugitt abs
discovera Vtha minute traces of mofli-ioles 1 Yeu,
thora thoy 've, simd thc dumty rails c]inging te te
tick wood a! tbe border vera seen in anothar instant
hy mn. Bradford Lenocl Thes sital, zoo, 'vien if.
carne te bc examnined, Lsd becu attackcdl by seine in-
&!dions enemy. Mms Bradford tare open lier fu-boxes,
md ahtook Uieceostly capo sind muff~ in te unahine.
Aima for experimonts 1 the black fcstbcyy partiale.
flow ouf. iu a shower, mimdose of te nici tips came afi
in lber hindi.

Té -s a catastrophe tat put a&U tiangita of visite
and shopping eut of tIse question ; lier chie£ treajitre.
liadt satained irrepurblo injmy, ana a paltry pair or
cmtridezod moccasins, puncitied, it Niagara, the yesr
before, Lad boen te cause o! al Lte miscitef.

Mis 3a1=n fclt hier lingezing love for aucit periait-
ablo fiuny rebut-od, as ler aistez lammnted ber folly
mnimdts coasquonce, pznticuasrly as site bad intead.d
theo ahavls fer HrM'swife at &orme future day, and no
though. thoma goa lnveatmonta of the large suzas pid
for ten. Thse suit of sabler, purcitsed only te
vintez boe, 'verc, in their vsy, quito au choie aimd
castly.

As dinmon-time approucitcd, Mis Bradford va ura-

108


