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Dastor anod People.

A PRESBYTERIAN PRESCRIP-
7ION FOR INGERSOLL.

Colonel Tnpersoll, the Amencan iofidel lectur-
e, 1s sull discoursing on the Bible in Amer.can
cities. A very sensible Presbyterian minister has
put together the following approptin’e veises on
the subject @

¢ | pray you don't preach at him ;
I pray you don't sceeech at himy
_The best way to deal with him
Yet will be shown ;
Attend to your sermon
Some great theme determioe,
And as {or the Colonel,
Just teave huim alone.

*t He oaly will laugh at you,
He'll only throw chaff at you,
His way is wel) know ;
And seldom, or never,
Did argument ever
Convince an opponent,
So leave him alooe.

¢ How patient the Lord is !
How potent Ilis word is !
An1 ‘tis not unknown
That the infidel teacher
Ilas sometimes turned preacher,
And so might the Colonel,
So leave him alone.

«* Some good we might say for him ;
At least we can pray for Lim—
Our love be thus shown ;
Aund the tears of his mother,
And t'ie prayers of some other,
Stored in heaven, may be answered ;
S5 leave him alone."

THE PAN-PRESBYTERIAN
COUNCIL,

(Concluded )

THE RELATIONS OF PHILOSOPHY AND
THEOLOGY,

Tne Rev. Princopal MacVicar, of Mont-
rea), read a paper oo this subj:ct: Speaking
of it, no less an authority than the Rev. Pco-
fesor Lindsay, of Glasgow, said: ‘‘ He ap-
prebended that the paper attacked one of
the most interesting, one of the most subtle,
and one of the most important problems
which Theology had always had to face, and
which faced it now—what was the connec-
tion between Philosophy and Theology? and
the Rev. Professor S. D. F. Salmond, D.D,,
Aberdeen, thought the two papers—Raev. Dy,
MacVicar's and one by the Rav. Todd Mar-
tip, D.D., on Biology and Natural Scienca—
were very admirable in respect to the'r spirit,
thelr reasonableness, and their moderation,

Dr. MacVicar in substance said : Theol-
ogy, in a moust important sense, was funda-
mentally independent of philosophy ; its
subjsct-matter came not from a hvman but
from a divioe source, while philosophy was
wholly the product of man's mind. Theol-
ozy was indebted to philosophy. The aid
it received was chiefly in the way of msntal
discipline, in shatpeniog and developing the
faculties, imparting dialec  skill, and iocul-
caling a critical spirit.  This was of the ut-
most value to theology when accompanied
by Christian humility. It led them to dis.
tinguish between things which differed, to
separate from the articles of their creed su-
persititions, limltations, and excrescences of
various sorts ‘‘to prove all things and hoid
fast that which is good.” Taeology had
nothing to lose but everything to gain by
the sober exercise of a reverent, progressive
critical spirit.  Workers in this great ﬁeld’
must hold themselves free to receive hght
from all guarters; and philosophy, rightly
stugied, should teach them to be not only
agressive but  also -calm, judicial, and
thorouzhly inductive in their search for
truth, should beget that true scientific men-
tal attitude which looked facts fairly in the
face and made sure of a sufficient number
of them bafore indulging in sweeping gen-
eralizations.

Equally obvious were the deep and last-
ing injuries inflicted upon theology by al-
lowing the theories and points of barren con-
tention among metaphysicians to take the
place of Biblical facts and principles, the
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place of the gospel in the creeds and public
teachlng of the Church. The battles of
theology had chiefly raged around medizeval
aud modera phiiosophical wrangliogs, which
In many instances had been no credit to
buman iotelligence, They had, on the con-
trary, ofien rent asunder the body of Christ,
and proved the fruitfol cause of scepticism.
They had obscured and even burled be-
neath heaps of learned rubbish God's mes-
sage of redemptive love and mercy to their
fallen world, The pulpit and the press were
not wholly innocent in this connection.
Comparative silence on their part regarding
Christ as the light aod life of men, and, at
the same time, persisteat praise of the value
of philosophy begot the bellef that humaa
reasoniag was preferable to the gospel for
enlightening and saving purposes. To this
must be added the fact that great dominat-
ing philosophical speculations now daily
woven into popular literature and science,
were directly aotagonistic to the ceateal
traths of theology. This was the case with
various forms of materialism. Its uaiversal
negation of spirit struck at the beiog of God
and all dependent doctrines. Its attempt
to reduce man's constitutioe to one factor,
to make him all body and no soul, a cun-
ningly constructed machine set in motion,
and directed by physical force, left no room
for cither freedom or moral respoosibility.
Hewasinthe iron grasp of a relentless neces-
sity, deprived of free agency, and incapable
of virtue or vicoas these were described in
Scripture, Aud all this rested upon pure
assumption, for materialists had not given
evidence for what they confidently postulat-
ed. They asserted without proof that all
mental, moral, and spiritual phenomena
were accounted for by the investigations of
physicists, while the truth was that
physicists, by every method of analysis
koown to them, had failed to discover the
source of a single thought, volition, hope,
joy, sorrow, or act of conscience. When
they had done their utmost the whole mass
of splrltual phenomena was still unaccouat-
ed for, untouched. Agaln, tbe hypothesis
of evolution had of late permeated all de-
partments of thought, and was used to ex-
plain the origin and growth of all things.
Religlous life was sald to have risen f:om
the lowest fetishism and diversified itself
iato all the forms of the prehistoric and his-
toric past. Christianity was nothing more
than an eclectic belief evolved out of all the
corrupt cults that preceded it. This might
please Pagauns, Budlists, and admirers of
the Parliament of Religions ; but it was in
flagrant contradiction of Scripture and his-
tory. Whatever truth and beauty great
specialists might profess to see in this
hypothesis, it was obvious that as it infla-
enced current theology aud the belief of the
masses, it discredited a supernaturat revela-
tion. It rendered void falth in the miracu-
lous appearance of the Son of God among
men, and consequently in all the distinctive
doctrines of the gospsl evolution could not
give them the birth in the manger of Bsth.
lehem, the resurrection from Joseph's sepul-
chre, and the scene on the day of Pentecost.
It necessarily denied the possibility of the
sudden elevation of savages and caonibals
to a plane of Christian life and character such
as has been attained by them in our own
day in the New Hebrides, Uganda, Mada-
gascar, and other heathen lands, the evi-
dence in support of which was as scientific
and coaclusive as that relied upon by chem-
ists in their laboratorles., Ia like manner 2
critical examination of Paotheism and of
many other current philosophical specula-
tions would reveal both thelr weakoess and
antagonism to Biblical theology. It was
still true, after the lapse of ages, that the
world by wisdom koows not God. Hence
the folly—ane was constrained t0 say the
wicked folly—>f preaching philosophy to
perishiog meo {ostead of the simple gospel
which was the power of God and the wis-
dom of God unto salvation to everyone that
believeth.

The Rev. Dr. Waters, of Newark, New
Jersey, read the first of a scries of papers
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upon *Tae Church, the Reformed View of
it.”  His specific subject was

'““1UIE CHURCH OF GOD: ITS NATURE AND
PURPOSE "

After referring to the Symbollc books and
Confessions of the Reformed Ohurches, be
continued : The first thing which struck the
reader was the unanlmity with which they
assers the doctrine of the perpetuity and uai-
versality of the Church, According to thelr
teaching, the Church began with the founda-
tlon of human saciety, and would continue to
the end of time when all things shall be
gathered in one. They taught, further,
that there is only one true Church of God to
be found wherever there arc any of God's
children. The teaching of the Reformed
Confesslons was exceedingly liberal in its
view of the Church., They did not counfine
the Church to certain localitles, nor did they
build up denominational walls around the
Church, fencing it oft from all others who
believe in the Lord Jesus Christand wor-
shipped Him in spirit aod truth. These
confessional statemeats lald great stress
upon the Headship of Christ. They also
agreed in the general statement that ** there
can be no Church where the Word of God
is not recelved nor profession made of sub-
jection to it,” Oae of the great outstanding
characteristic universal facts connected with
aud markiog the progress of the Church
durlng the long period of its bistory was
that of piety—the godliness of its individual
members, One result of their doctrisal
teaching was seen in the fact that the Re-
formed Church had stood for purlty of doc-
trine as set forth and taught in the Word of
God. In doing so it had taught the people
to think for themselves. The view of the
Church of God as held by the Reformed
Churches tended n a most material way to
develop the idea of liberty. It came fo
stand oot only for liberty of consclence, but
was the foster mother of that liberty which
had found its highest development in the
free institutions of this land and of the
kindred people on the other side of the
great sea, who, whatever difierepces might
emerge from time to time, never forgot
whose kith and kin they are.

THE AMERICAN CHURCHES ; THEIR ORIGIN
AND CHARACTERISTICS

The following brief and most interesting
summary is from a paper read on this sub-
ject by the Rev. Ds. Good, of Reading,
Pennsylvania, The Churches in America
were mainly formed, especially io the last
century, by those fleeing irom the persecu-
tion op the Continent., The oldest Church
in America, and the oldest Protestant Caurch
was the Reformed Duich, They came over
early, and the first goveraor, who purchased
what was now New York for $24, was Peter
Mmuet. The next was the English Presby.
terians—the Puaritans—who settled in Mas-
sachusetts Bay. The next was the Scotch.
Irlsh, and it was this that the Presbyterian
Churches of America looked to as their ori-
gin. Iisfirst Presbytery was held in Phil-
adelphia in 1705, The Germao Reformed
Church, with which he himself was counect-
ed, followed. The next emigration was the
Scotch, and the Scotch waated to outdo the
others, for they founded more chucches in
the United States than any other, and three
denominations sprasg from this one—the
first in 1753, the second in 1774,and the
third—the _Canadian—ia 1769. But the
Yankees liked to improve on these denomin-
ations, and so they founded two or three of
their own., There was the Cumterland
Church, that grew out of a revival, and be-
cause the Presbyterians refused to licensa
uneducated ministers. It was founded in
1810, Then there was the Southern Pres-
byterlan Church, tounded in 1861, and aris-
iog out of the Civil War. He would bhave
liked to have referred to individval Churches,
but he could not omit mentioning the old
Huguenot Church of Charleston, founded in
1681, and whose existence was continued
until this day. In this Alliance in the
Westera Continent there were fifteen full
zegiments of ministers, 20,coo churche s,
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about 2,000000 communicants, and abgy
8,000,000 udherents,

Turnlog to the characteristics, he sijj
that, of course, all were alike Calvinisy, K8
four square, though there were diflerence; B
between them. First, there was the brosy 8
Presbyterlan Church—broad in exteot, iy B
activity, theologically, and in sympathy wy, B8
everything that was right and true. Thy
was the Northern Presbyterian Church #3
Then there was the churchly Church—Higy ¥
Church in the sacraments and governmen;, gl
but did not believe in the apostolic succest
slon of the bishops, That was the Souther; B8
Presbyterlan Church. Then they had h, B%
Revival Church—represented in the Cup B8
berland Church. Then there was the Biby §B
Presbyterian, in which the Bible was ny NE
only read, but suog, and that was the United bR
Presbyterian Church and the Reformed Pres. 198
byterian Church, There was again 1 B
couscientious Presbytetlan  Church — ; 13
Church perhaps over-conscientious in the &
view of some—but which refused to let the; B8
voters vote in civil elections, because 1 B
name of God was notin the United Siare
Constitutlon, He referred to the Reformey §58
Presbyterian Synod. Then there was th BB
Musical Presbyterlan Church ; in this he 33
referred to the Welsh Calvinists. There B8
was also the Conservative Calvinists, and §B8
that was the Dutch Reformed Presbyters, .22
Church. And there was the Union Preshy. 5§
terian Church. Union was in the air, a0d &8
oc- denomination had demoastrated i, (o {g8
the Canadian Presbyterian Church had vy &8
ed within it four Presbytertan denomu;. B
tions. Dr. Good concluded by statiog tha B8
there were five points in the American Cai- #8
vinism which were somewbat difieren
from the Calvinism of the seventeenth ceq P8
tury. These five points were ;  1st, Thei; N
conservatism in doctrine ; 2ad, Their prazt I8
calness ; 3rd, Their emphasisiog of educz-
tion ; 4th, Their desire for freedom; agi %
5th, Theilr desire for union.

HOME MISSIONS.

This subject is one which was certaint; B
be taken up in the Council, and the Rey, B4
Dr. Cochraune, of Brantford, was the spokes. B8
man oo this subject for the Westero Ssctioy B
of the Alliance, or that on this side of tbe JiR
Atlantic. He sald: Home Mission wak 8%
in Great Britain was io many respets essea. i
taliy different from what it was—aod mast K
be for years to come—on the America
Contineat. Here we hada compact and
homogenouspeople ; there they had a hetero. 38
geaecous mass of people gathered from all Kgh
parts of the globe, In Great Britamox Ji
efforts were confined to cities, towns, aod B
villages within easy reach; while on th: §
Americao continent they had to deal =iy
vast districts over prairies and rockiss
Here we required a few thousand pounds;
but there, if the work was to be doone atal,
it demanded millions of dollars. The ad
herents of the Presbyterian and Reformed
Cuurches in the world numbered about 3 %
000,000. Of these there were 200000 38
communicants in the United States, ant ES
200,000 in Canada. In connection wib N
these Churches there were over eighty Pres i
byterian universities or colleges and tweaty. IS
one theological seminaries and some 7,50 B
missionaries engaged in home mission woik, |
and supplying nearly 8,000 stations every i
Lord’s Day, with an expenarture last year of
$2 000,000. The field of home missions it
the United States covered its entire temr-
tory of 3,600,000 square miles, tbat o
Canada nearly the same—3,470,257 sqoant
miles. As to population, the Uuiicd States g
had now 70,0~0,000, and Canad3 3,000 0
with terrttory unoccupied capable ot proné
ing bomes and farms for 300,000,000 mort
Home misslon work in American towos acd
cities was very much what it was in the 04
World. There was the same widespreadi
difierence to religion, as indicated byt
fact that some 32,000,000 In the Unitd
States never entercu a place of worship
and thelr children never received Biblicd
instruction. More agd more it secemedas
it the working classes were geuing oot
sympathy with the Church. Sixty-five ozt
of every hundred youag men were Chngt
less. Then there was immorality of
shades and colors, druokcuness, Sabbat
breaking, gambling, fraud, violence, did
aonce of the law, and traps and templatlos §
for the young in the more public, as wellss §
less frequented streets, and unblushiogic &
fidelity that laughed to scorn the sacrednes i
of the marriage tie. Bat it was still worse
in the newer and more sparsely settled por
tions of the west and north-west, where cer- %
tain forms of evil assumed a fiendishoess aod
ferocity unknown in the great centres
commerce. No subject could come befttg
the Ailiance more practical in its bzaritjs§
than home evangelization on the Americ }R
continent, not oanly upon the masses—ity
only as regarded the future of their comss
Presbyterianism~but because of the mighy
influence that such a great missions
church must bave upon the American e




