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but it bas no linherent powers, for if so, iben
it would become an lsoiated power. Hence

their cornes the Presbytery ini cases of dif-
ficuty coming before the Session, or ln cases

which fram their nature arc of wider interest
than ne rcIV ta the congregatian in which
they have ariseai. Thest cases go ta the

Iltesbytcry, and miay go tram the Presbyterv
tu the Synaci, and (romn the SVnad ta the
Assembly. And ail ibis flot because any of
these Courts is passessed af inherent pow-

ers, but because each af them ln turn ex-

presses more fully the voice af the Church.
Mhen the General Assembly is reached, it
repreSet2s, speaks for, and gives voice ta tbe
wboe Churcb. It is, under Gad, tbe wboie
Churcb, the fountain af power, speaking
autboritlltively and declaring its judgment an
the mater ai issue. But ln ait ihest grada-

tions tbcre bas beert no exercise afinjaerent
pawer, but simply tram stage ta stage, a

seeking ta ascerlain and know more fully

the mmd, and ta reach the maturer judg-
ment af the whale Cburch.

Again, is not the parity ai thteidership, in

theory ai ieast, anoîber foundation prîncipte
of Presbyteri3tllslfland ofiScriptural îeach-
ing? We need flot bere enter upon and dis-
cuss the fact that other office-bearers besides
eiders are mentioaed in the apostalic
Churcbo. Somne of these, surch as aposties
and evangelists veret emporaty, witie

others, eiders and deacans, wete ta bc perm-
anent. But there is no mention ai Iret

distinct classes ; Teacbing Eiders, Ruiing

Eiders and Deacans. We nowhere find

any sncb distinction mnade in Scripture, the
refereoce is ta eiders and deacons, and tbe
term eider and bisbop are applied in the
same canflection ta the same individuais.
There is oniyac class of qualifications de-

manded in the Scripttlres for tbe office af

eider or bisbop, oniy ont mode af setting
apart ta ibat office-that is, by ordination,
tu form, consisting ai fasttng, prayer and tht

laying an ai hands, elîher by the Prestery, an

apostie, or ont commissioned bv an aposîle.
WVhat were tht functions t0 be exercised

by those who vere thus solemniy set apart

ta that office in the Churcb ai God?
These lunctionis veetva ofold-ruting and

teacbing-and while ordination iacluded

both, the individuat thus set apatt migbt ex-
erclse only one ai them, that is, he mfiRbi

erercîse the functian at ruiig only, or be
rntigt bath nuit and teacb. That the ordi-

nation inciuded and authorized the exer-
csc af bth functions is abundaatiy

evident iram 1. Tlmothy v. 17, whert
ilt s sad: "«Let thteiders that rule
trel be countcd wortby af double honor,

tspecialy tbey wba labar in word and dac-
tlime. Here, af eiders as a cass, those who

ruie veil are ta be counted worthy ai double

bonor. lifan eider noie, be is tahonored;
il he raie wel, doubiy honared, and a

speciai bonor ta ibose vbo nnt onlytrie
vieil, but labor ia word and doctrine. There
is cetainly notbing bere ta indicate tva
casses ai office bearers. Tht contrast lies in

tht degret ai faithfuiaess ad uiness af
foction. Neither the ruling weli, non tht

added iabaring in word and doctrine, con-
fered aay autboity or prerogative over the

oters; it was honor, not paver, ta vhlch tbey
titre entitled. Altbaugh the mode ai con-

ferring thal bonor may bave led ta the as.
sumption ai authority that basjna Scriptural

wiarrant fr ils exercise. Wbat was at finst
a mere mark ai honor, ultimataely came to

e claimeî! as a matter of righ:, by the suc.

cssors in office ai those on wbam t was a
firSt cnferred.

We hae said that ordination was by ai
apostie, Fresbytery, or ont commissionedIby an aposte. Evidently Titus vas coin-
raissioned by Paul ta organize tht churches
in Crete and ordain eiders. The qualifica.
tios for that office, aad ils finctions aisa, art

cearly set forth in that commission. Aside
I rom bis personal and social rnerts, his
Sbameessness o! lite and good repnte, li
'ras ta be a man holding fast the faitbtau
tord as bc had been taught, that he migi

bt abe by sound doctrine bath ta exhort and
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convince tire gainsayers. Thus tht commis-
sian and ils carrying out, in ordination,
covercd the vhoie graund ai ruling anaý
îeacbing.

Tire aosîle himseii was also an eider.
Peter says: 'lTht eiders amng you 1 exhort
Who amn aisa an eider,"' and bc defines tire
(unctians ai thtetder asthe (tsding and
oversigiri af tht dlock ai Gad, under tht cyt
ai tht chief Shepherd, and in view ai tht
crawn ai gilory vhich tht (aithlti eiders shail
ut tasi receive. Hence, tht apostotic or
temporary office inciuded tht (untacons ai
.bc permanent, wvilti nectssauiky tht per-
manent vas exclusive ai tire tempor-
ary. It is weil ta disîinguisb belveen tht
instrument that sels ar'rt ta the office andl
tire source iram which ttt t paers andl (onc-
tions vestcd in tht settiog apart art derived.
Tht instrument may be an apasîle, bas cons-
missioner, or tht Prtsbytety. But tht
sanction (or tht exercst aiftiresefinactions
by tht individuai îhus set apart s based upon
God's cal, casing ta him tbrough the
cburch, in bis choice hy ia to tirat office.
When the aposîle Paul sent for tht eiders of
Ephesus, ta meet hlm ai Matetus, be ad-
dressed tbem In tirese yards -. 1'Take hetil
therefore unlo yourseives and ta ail tht dlock
avec tht whlch tht Hoiy Gbosî bath made
van overseers, ta feed tht cburch ai God
which He bath purchased sith lias awu
biood. Tht frst îhing ta be noîed iu tht
injunction here given is ta take heed te
themselves tircix own persanat department,
diligence and faithfuhrrcss ; secandty, ta ait
the flack ai God, vhich tht Holy Gbost,
hy His divine cali, uîîtecd tbroasgh tht
church, had entrusted ta îhem tht ieed.ng
andi oversight. A deeply solema and ce-
spasibie trust ; ta feed tht hlock af God
wich Ht bath purchased with His owa
bload.

WVhat is meant hy 'l feediug tht dlock? »
Let usansvcr by enquiting %vhat is mcmlt by
"'feeding tht hlock"' as that term is appiied ta
the shepherd in every day ile? It is gecer-
aily takea ta intan tht due exercist oai ail
the funcîlons of be shepherd, viz., diligent,
constant and tender waîcbiuiness, due over-
sight, nroviding for ail ils vants and pro-
tedling fram ail its enemies. Ta ieed tht
church of Gad means ta minister tentierhy
and ioviagly ta ai ils needs accordîag ta
God's appainirnent, tbnough %hc means ai
grade wvici He bas insîîîuted for tire edifi-
cation of tire body af Christ. What was tht
commission ta Peler at iis restoratian ? It
vas (eed My sbeep, iced Niy lams ; il vas
simpty (ted the Church ai God. Tht saine
tbat vas ta joined on tht eiders or overseers
oi tht Ephesian church, and tnjoined on
thetu to vthout distinction ai any kind ar
any intimation ai any superionity ai any aone
avec tht athers. Oniy ont ciass af officers,
ail equaily addrtssed and equiy enjoined.

Has that order heen reversed ? Has the
commission ai tht cidership ai tht churcb
been canctltda? We answec, No ; ve believe
that, that divine order stili remains. Thex
we ask: Are ail those Who are regularly

f caliedand chosea, andl set apari by Script-
trai, ordination as eiders on a ,5ar sa fat
as divine autbarity and tiere ight ta exer-
cist the functions af tire eldershîp are con-

F cerned ? We helieve that they are. Tisere
may not be tht same capacity for the
txercise ai these faucons, but tir

à ight ta their exercise ia an orderhi
ît mannen Is bastd an Scrîplte authanity and

a tht practice oiapostalic limes.
Let os nov tract briefi y tht made al

Lt procedore in choosing and setting aparît t
the office ai thtelr-dershýip.

a A new congregatian iras been organized
d or an existing ont desîres an addition ta thz
%-number ai eiders. The session discusses

s decides, brings tht mnatter heloce tht coi
i- gregation and tht members are asked ta givg
re tht malter their masi carasst and prayeriu
le consideration, askng divine guidance I
is setking out framt among themseives mai
e fittedai God ior tht office ai eider. Oa th,

ni day appoinîedl, the churcb cames togethez
àt and, aiter devotional execcises beaing a
id tht malter ln hanil procceds in the namea

tht Lord jesus Christ ta the chaice ofimen for
that office. WVben the nominations have
been duiV made, as those vira bave been
prayerfuiil' considerlng tht malter îhink
they augirt ta be made, then tire church la
saiemo praver, ted by the minister presiding,
appeais ta God, ta tht Lord jesus Christ ta
show vhîch ai these mea bave been chasen.
Tht vote is then taken and tht chaice is
deciarcil. Tht newly electeil eiders are con-
ferred vir regarding their acceptauce ai
Office, and, on acceptance subscquently,
with regard ta fitness andl doctrinal views,
then !oiiawed by their assent given ta
the churcir standards ttiey are soleron-
ly ordained by prayer and the iayiag
an ai bands. The nîgbt band ai ieitow-
ship ls gaven them, their rinmes are added
ta tht rail, and henceiorlb, accordtng ta the
îeachang ai Scrapîure and apostalic usagt,
they are overseers or bshops aver tht churcb
ai Gad. Tht iorm af pracedure varies. In
samne cases baliotlng is resorted ta lnsteail af
tht opta meeting, and tht layîng on ai the
bands ai tire ses3sion is dispeased vitir. It
vas tht mode whea 1 was etecteil and
ordained ; il was causidered Scriptural in
those days. 1 think it as sa stti. The
eiders thus ardaiaed are co-Preshyters ia
that oversight and ieedlng ai thet hock, and
co-Preshyters tue vitir thteider. vbo may
ta an orderly way be set aver tht saine con-
gregatian ta admînister ordiaances and tabor
in yard andl doctrine. Ha is simpiy a ce-
Preshyter vIttem,but fnaua orderly way set
apart ta the fonctions ai double bonor, tht
lahormng in yard and doctrine, gtving himseif
vhaiiy ta the ministry ai tht word, but in no
senst vbatever a lord over God's b eritage,
or passessed ai aay special auîhonity by
virtue ai bis position, or any difference what-
cver, except the baor and e\ercise ai the
speciat (actons ta %vhich he bas been set
apart, and which any ofithe others wonid
have tht samne rigbt ta exercise by heing set
apart in tht saine arderiç inanner, on their
maniiesting their fitness for tht edifying of
tht bady ai Christ, la short an eider, now,
is expecced to, and many ai them do, exercise
nearhy ait tht fonctions ai tht pastorale, tht
dispensaîian af ardinances excepted. They
are cbarged svth the oversigiri af the farni-
lits ai their district in partîcular, whiie
their aversigirî and responsiiity extend
ta tht congregation iu generai. They visi
these fýmiits, read God's Word and pray
iti thent ; tbty visit tht sick ; tbey seek ta

comfort those thct maurn, ta cheer tht sat-
rowfui, ta encaurage the weak, ta neciaim
tht erring, ta win ta tht Lard jesus Christ
tirose that art straying ia tht paths ai sina
ta speak a word in season nat only ta the
vtary, but ta ail others on ail suitabie oc-
casions, ta teach in tire Sabbaîb scbois and
Bible class, ta conduct prayer meeting, ta
preach if tbey are competent, andl in tht
absence ai tht pastar tloburv the dead, ta do
tbat thraugb their vhole liietime duning
which the generations ai the fathers bave
passed away, and th, ciidrtn's chitdren are
h ein g gatbered lato tht membersbip oi the

:- church, and îaking tht place of those vha
rsieep ia the dusi, baving been galhered ta

tht generation ai their fathers.

PARS Thins Prtsbytcryheid ils regular mccl-
e ing in logersoll. Sept. 24th, Rtv.P.Stiaith, M.A.,
e prcsiding. Mr. Mittar vas appoînteil Maderator

aiof indham and Wate.ntard, and il vas agretd tî
il ask, proportion ai Augmentation grant fram Aprit

ta date ai translation of M'r.Leitch. It vas agreer
f ta ask for grant for Mount Picasant and Dl3rfoid
ta for cuittai six months ai tht rate o1 $1,50 a yeat.

Tht Presbytety entered on consideration of Mr.
.d Sinclair's resignatian ai raid charge. ad atilez

ht aving heta lirard, Mesurs. Young, Bryce, Taylor
*Pad Mclntyre exprcssing on behàaif oioth stations
2. stxong attachment ta Mr. Sinclair andl earnest

desire ta retain bira. Tht resignattan vas accepted
't ragretfuiiyt and Messrs. Cachuxn and il Mu
nI vert appainteil t0 prepare a suitabit minute, and
la Mfr. Hamilton ta declare tht pulpit vacant an tIc

sccond Sabbath ai Novemoher. and act as Moder
ea aloi of Session duriog tht vacancy. Tht verl
he ai Baden, Wellcsley village andl New Dundee waý

rpiaced under Chesterfield Sesian, Mr. jahnstar
ta bave charge of surppy, andl a grant ai $2 -

in Sbbaîb ta bc ased for the vintr-W. T. Mo
ai MULLEN, Chrk.
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This weekstesson deais with the deliverance
af Israel freim MedianitîiSh oppression at the
hands af Gidenn, the son ot joash. the Abiettite.
On three prcceding occasions, during the couple
ai centuuies between Joshua's death and Gidto's

riumph, God bail raised up judges for the de-
iiverance ofI lias repentant peuplinitram the op-
pressars li-e had caused te corne upon îbem for
their infidetity te lm The periods af oppression
amnount together teabalout fiily-thrse years out ai
the twa hundredl, seano t i s evident thre lesson
tauRht by each detiverance iasted atIicast as long
as the 4enration riliverci liivid. The forma the
Medianitish oppression had taken wat a pecutiarly
agg ravating onc. For sevea s';ccessive seasons lust
as semai as thet ga&ocommenced teta rapt tese
inarauders hadl swooped down andl taken possession
dusving tht inhabitants la the caves and rocks for
sheiter, which îhey cither cartied off or destroycd

= .cos. Tht triumph of Gîdean coul not be
copeeuniess the marauding. bands were des-

t royd, as We find recorded herie. Seing tiat
Ibis is the ontlylesson WC shall have [rom the re-
cord at detiverances foundi n Judges, we shail îry
te discover the lesson whicli God dcsigned te
teach Ulis people aI these limnes, and shahi there-
are consîder Gideo'siAchters. and Gideon's victory.

I. -Gidean's Hepers.-Fiast of ni! ve
must remember that Gîdcon vas a man Who had
been speciaiiy prepared for Ibis work, not in any
miraculous mariner, however, but by tht patient
devciopment of his own sterling character. lie
teared tht Lord wtth bis whoie heart, Ibis formeti
tht founadation ar bis characrer, and upon that
tounadatiots lie had bcen building for niany Years.
lHt had dont faithfiy whattver bis haod gouradt1t
do,hbc bail cultivateil truc iaiîh in God as as shown
try bis secking double assurance oi tht tact that
bis cati war indced [rom God. If WC wauid
be equîpped for gtat things in God's service
il cao bc only througb tht faithfi ldsc!aarge
of every day dlies. Then Gideon bad human
helpecrs, 32,000 mien respondeil te bis cali

ta arms-ony about n-tentb ai the fighaticg
.1lrengîh of Israel bowever. This aumber vas
reduced la ro,ooca by thet vibdrawal of ail
imid canes. andl the 1,o000 vert siftil down
untît oaiy 300 vert consîdtrtd fit te go wîth
Gideon against thetfut. God's design in reducaog
the aumlier in ibis way was te irnpress tipon
tht pzapte thet act that deiveranc: came
aniy from in l power. andl that therefore
saféty lay oniy in faithfintats ta Him. This
secmis ta have laeen tht lesson God desigoed ta
teach the people by evcry deliverance. Il is the
lesson we need te learn in Ibis nineleentir century.
wben there is sucb a tendency ta admire and
boist ourselves in greal nurobers. No malter bow
greit tht oumber ai foliowers an-, causermav,
bavt unless thcir heip is onthe Lord nothang watt
bc accampisheil; andl na malter boy smaltht
number of faithaial adherents of a cause may bc,
if God bc with îhem, their cause is bouad to
triumphi. Gideon's heipers, verte videntiy men
vho hart neyer boveil tht koce t0 idois, and thars
men vîîh whom. and tbrough vrhom, God couid
show forth Ilis bcip ta tht vcry best ailvantage.
For after ail Cod vas Gideon's only helper,
these laithiol followers weranty chant* trough
which Ilis beip vas maniieted.

II. -Gideon's Victory.-Three hundreil
against four huadicd and fifty limnes as many
Midianites vas gre2l odds. No vonder if their
becarts quaiteil, antd therefoie tht Lord sent ont
morteocouragemenîtaeGideon. He, vith bis
faitbfut servant, vas sent by God ta spy tapon tht
camp ofthe enemy, and vhat bc averbeard as
ane of tht Midianities told bas dream of the
b;%tley cake, and another interperteil it cauwei
him ta worsbip, and reurning ta inspire every
ont ai bis fintie bandt vitirthe assurance aI vrc
tory. < 1Arise, for the Lord bath delivered itt
your anil tht hast ai Mîdian." Then toicwcd
tht attack and tht victory. Trunipets and

a torches in a night i ack vere usualiy tht marks
of leaders; se that viren Gideon scatîer'edl bis
Ibret hundtd ilmen with their trumpets and
torches hidilen in paitchers, arounil the camp of
tht Midianities, and wvien aI a precancerted signal

*teyptcher vas bzoken and everytarch per-
* = otcd a art eut in tht darkness, and every

0 lrurrpet vas sounded witir the batt i c1y«"The
svord ai tht Lord and of Gideon," tht effect

bupon tht surprisei lot vonid bc to convince
a tbem tiraIthere vert bundreds of leaders each
d ith an unknawn number of tolavwers. There-

fort esch man feit il a duty ta defend i inscif on
everir side. This, taken in coniunation vitb ther. confusion inoa vich thtçvirole arrny vaulil bc

s pinngtd by sncb an attack, lea evtry mn te.1
r sanite bis feitow insteail of bis foc, andl se the

power ai the Midiatates was broken. Tben
S Gideon sent out swilt atonnersanad catted aimed
Stmen taeicep the fords af thetiver, andl these, svtb

ýd thase vho pursutil aller the ftying enemy, sucScd-
r cd in ait but externsrnatiflg tbemn. Ih as a chever
id stratageni. but tht Lord madte il ta succcedi. Ht
e did not. hotrever, do the part whicir Israei coutd
r- do for theraseves and thus left theni ta complec

ki tht work of destruction. Goil gave Gideon tht
as victory through -very urnpronsisng heipets, cqnp-
ni ped vithrfooish veapons. Sa viillie give us the
a -iictaxy ifoniy voosethat which is stili ioolisb-

ocrnezta tht visdin ofaaitis vorId, viz.: Tht
C'spet ai j crus Christ.,'


