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but it has no inhcrent powers, for if so, then
it would become an isolated power. Heunce
their comes the Presbytery in cases of dif-
ficulty coming before the Session, or in cases
which from their nature are of wider interest
than inerely to the cobgregation in which
they bave arlsen, These cases go to the
Presbytery, and may go from the Presbytery
10 the Synad, aud from the Synod to the
Assembly. And all this not because any of
these Courts is possessed of inherent pow-
ers, but because each of them ln turn ex-
presses more fully the voice of the Church.
When the General Assembly is reached, it
represents, speaks for, and gives voice to the
whole Church. Itis, under God, the whole
Church, the fountain of power, speaking
authoritatively and declaring its judgment on
the matier at issue, But in all these grada-
tions there has been no exercise of inherent
power, but simply from stage to stage, 3
seeking to ascertain and know more fully
the mind, and to reach the maturer judg-
meut of the whole Church.

Again, isnot the parity of the eldership, in
theory at least, another foundation principle
of Presbyterianism and of Scriptural teach-
ing? We need not here eater upon and dis-
cuss the fact that other office-bearers besides
elders are mentioned in the apostolic
Church. Some of these, such as apostles
and evangelists were temporaty, while
others, elders and deacons, were to be perm-
apent. But there is no mention of three
distinct classes: Teaching Elders, Ruling
Elders and Deacons. We nowhere find
any such distinction made in Scripture, the
reference is to elders and deacons, and the
erm elder and bishop are applied in the
same connection to the same individuals.
There is only one class of qualifications de-
manded in the Scriptyres for the office of
elder or bishop, only one mode of setting
apart to that office—that is, by ordination,
w form, consisting of fasting, prayer and the
laying on of hands, either by the Prestery, an
apostle, or one commissioned by an apostle.
What were the functions to be exercised
by those who were thus solemply set apart
to that office in the Churck of God?
These functions were two fold—ruling aod
teaching—and while ordination included
hotb, the individual thus set apart might ex-
ercise only cne of them, that is, he might
sxercise the function of ruling only, or he
might both rule and teach. That the ordi-
pation included and authorized the exer-
dse of both functlons is abundantly
evident from 1. Timothy v. 17, where
it is said: '‘Let the elders that rule
well be counted worthy of double bhonor,
tspecially they who labor in word and doc-
wine. Here, of elders as a class, those who
1ule well are to be counted worthy of double
bonor. 1f an elder rule, heis to he honored;
if he role well, doubly honored, and a
special honor to those who nnt oply rule
well, but labor in word and doctrine. There
iy certainly nothing here to icdicate two
dasses of office bearers. Thecontrast liesin
tbe degree of faithfulness and fulness of
looction. Neither the ruling well, nor the
added laboring in word and doctrine, con-
ferred any authority or prerogative over the
others; it was honor, not power, to which they
were entitled.  Although the mode of con-
ferring that honor may have led to the as-
sumption of authority that has no Scriptural
warrant for its exercise. 'What was at first
amere mark of hounor, ulitimately came to
beclaimed as a matter of right, by the suc-
tassors in office of those on whom it was at
first conferred,

We have said that ordination was by an
apostle, Presbytery, or one commissioned
byan apostle. Evidently Titus was com-
wissioned by Paul to organize the churches
w Crete and ordain elders. The qualifica-
tions for that office, and its functions also, are
dearly set forth in that commission. Aside
om his personal and social merits, bis
blamelessness of life and good repate, he
wasto be a man holding fast the faithful
%ord as he had been taught, that he might
bs able by sound doctrine both to exhort and
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convince the galnsayers. Thus the commis-
slon and its carrying out, in ordination,
covered the whole ground of ruling and
teaching.

The apostle himself was also an elder.
Peter says : ** The elders amoog you I exhort
who am also an elder,” and be defines the
fanctions of the elder asthe fezding and
oversight of the flock of God, under the eye
of the chief Shepherd, and in view of the
crown of glory which the faithlul elders shall
at last receive. Hence, the apostolic or
temporary office included the functions of
«he permanent, while necessauly the perx-
manent was exclusive of the tempor-
ary. Itis well to distioguish between the
instrument that sets ap-rt to the office and
the source from which the powers aad {unc-
tions vested in the setting apart are derived.
The instrument may be an apostle, his com-
missioner, or the Presbytery, But the
sanction for the exercise of these functions
by the individual thus set apart 1s based upon
God's call, coming to him through the
church, in his choice by it to that office.
When the apostle Paul sent for the elders of
Ephesus, to meet him at Miletus, he ad-
dressed them lo these words : ** Take heed
therefore unto yourselves and to all the flack
over the which the Holy Ghost hath made
you overseers, to feed the church ot God
which He hath purchased with His own
blood. The first thing to be noted io the
injunction here given is to take heed to
themselves -their own personal deportment,
diligence and faithfulness ; secondly, to all
the flock of God, which the Holy Ghost,
by His divine call, uttered tbrough the
church, had entrusted to them the feeding
and oversight. A deeply solemn and re-
sponsible trust ; to feed the flock of God
which He hath purchased with His own
blood.

What is meant by * feeding the flock?”
Let usanswer by enquiring what is meant by
“feeding the flock” as that term is applied to
the shepherd in every day life? Itis gerer-
ally taken to mean the due exercise of all
the functions of the shepherd, viz., diligent,
coostant and tender watchfulness, due over-
sight, oroviding for all its waats and pro-
tecting from all its enemies. To feed the
church of God means to minister tenderly
and lovingly to all its needs according to
God's appointment, through tbe meauns of
grace which He bas instituted for the edifi-
cation of the body of Christ. What was the
commission to Peter at his restoration ? It
was feed My sheep, feed My lambs; it was
simply feed the Church of God. The same
that was enjoined on the elders or overseers
of the Ephesian church, and enjoined on
them too without distinction of any kind or
any intimation of any superiority of any one
over the others. Only one class of officers,
all equally addressed and equally enjoined.

Has that order been reversed? Has the
commission of the eldership of the church
been cancelled ? We answer, No ; we believe
that, that divine order stilt remains. Then
we ask: Are all those who are regulatly
called and chosen, and set apart by Script-
ural ordination as elders on a par so far
as divine authority and the right to exer-
cise the functions of the eldership are con-
cerned ? We believe that they are. There
may not be the same capacity for the
exercise of these functions, but the
right to their exerclse in an orderly
manner is based on Scripture anthority acd
the practice of apostolic times.

Let us now trace briefly the mode of
procedure in  choosing and setting apart to
the office of the cldership.

A new copgregation has been organized
or an existing one desires an additioun to the
pumber of elders. The session discusses,
decides, brings the matter before the con-
gregation and the members are askedto give
the matter their most earnest and prayerful
consideration, asking divine guldance in
seeking out from among themseclves men
fitted of God for the office of elder. Oa the
day appointed, the church comes together,
and, after devotional exercises hearing on
the matter in hand, proceeds in the name of

the Lord Jesus Christ to the choice of men for
that office, When the nominations have
been duly made, asthose who have been
prayerfully considering the matter think
they ought to be made, theathe church io
solemn prayer, led by the minister presiding,
appeals ta God, to the Lord Jesus Christ to
show which of these men have been chosen.
The vote is then taken and the choice is
declared. The newly elected elders are con-
fecred with regarding their acceptavce of
office, and, on acceptance subsequeatly,
with regard to fitess and doctrinal views,
then followed by their assent given to
the church standards they are solemo-
ly ordained by prayer and the lagiog
on of bands. The right hand of fellow.
shipis giwven them, their names are added
to the roll, and hencelforth, according to the
teaching of Scripture and apostolic usagz,
they are overseers ot bishops over the church
of God. The form of procedure varies. In
some cases balloting is resorted to instead of
the optn meeting, and the laying on of the
hands of the sessionis dispensed with, It
was the mode when I was elected aad
ordained ; it was considered Scriptural io
those days. 1thiok it is so still. The
elders thus ordained are co-Presbyters in
that oversight and feeding of the flack, and
co-Presbyters too with the elder, who may
10 an orderly way be set over the same con-
gregation to administer ordinancesand labor
in word and doctrine. H2 is simply a co-
Presbyter with them,but in an orderly way set
apart to the functions of double honor, the
laboring in word and doctrine, glviog himself
wholly to the mimstry of the word, but inno
sense whatever a lord over God’s heritage,
or possessed of any special authority by
virtue of his position, or auny difierence what-.
cver, except the honor and exercise of the
special functions to which he has been set
apart, and which any of the others would
have the same right to exercise by being set
apart in the same orderly mapner, on their
manifesting their fitness for the edifying of
the body of Christ. In short an elder, now,
is expected to, and many of them do, exercise
nearly all the fuactions of the pastorate, the
dispensation of ordinances excepted. They
are charged with the oversight of the fami-
lies of their district in particular, while
their oversight and responsibility extend
to the congregation in general. They visit
these families, read God's Word and pray
with them ; they visit the sick ; they seek to
comfort those that mourn, to cheer the sor-
rowful, to encourage the weak, to reclaim
the erring, to win to the Lord Jesus Christ
those that are straying in the paths of sip ;
to speak a word in season not only to the
weary, but to all others on all suitable ac-
casions, to teach in the Sabbath schools and
Bible class, to conduct prayer meeting, to
preach if they are competent, and in the
absence of the pastor tobury the dead, to do
that through their whale lifetime during
which the generations of the fathers have
passed away, and the children’s children are
baing gathered into the membership of the
church, and taking the place of those who
sleep in the dust, haviog been gathered to
the geveration of their fathers,

PaRr1s : This Presbytery held its regular meet-
ing in Iogersoll, Sept. 24th, Rev.P.Straith, M.A,,
presiding.  Mr. Miller was appointed Moderator
of Wiadham and Waterford, and it was agreed to
ask propottion of Augmentation grant from Aprit
to date of teanslation of Mr.Leitch. It was agreed
to ask for grant for Mouat Pleasant and Burford
for current six montbs at the rate of $150 2 year.
The Presbytery entered on consideration of Mr.
Sinclair’s resignation of said charge, atd oarties
having been heard, Messts. Young, Bryce, Taylor
and Mclntyse expressing on bebalf of both stations
strong attachment to Mr. Sinclair and earnest
desire to retain him. The resignation was sceepted
regretfully, and Messrs. Cockburn and Millar
wete appointed to prepare a suitable minute, and
Me. Hamilton to declare the pulpit vacant on the
sccond Sabbath of November, and act as Moder-
ator of Session during the vacancy. The work
at Baden, Wellesley village and New Dundee was
placed under Chesterficld Session, e, Johnston
to have charge of su})ply. anda graot of $2 2

Sabbath to be asked for the winter.—W. T. Mc-
MurizeN, Cletk,
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This week’s lesson deals with the deliverance
of Istael from Medianitish oppression at the
hands of Gideon, the son of Joash, the Abiezcite.
On three preceding occasions, dufing the couple
of centuries between Joshua’s death and Gideon's
triumph, God had raised up judges for the de-
liverance of His repeatant people from the op-
pressors He had caused to come upon them for
their infidelity to Him The periods of oppression
amount together to about fifty-tbree years out of
the two hundred, so that 1t 1s evident the lesson
taught by each deliverance lasted at least as long
as the peneration delivered lived. The form the
Medianitish oppression had taken wasa peculiarly
aggravating one. For seven successive seasons just
as soon as the grain commenced to tpen these
marauders had swooped down aund taken possession
duviog the inhabitants to the caves and rocks for
shelter, which they either carried off or destroyed
the crops. The triumph of Gideon could not be
complete unless the marauding bands were des-
troyed, as we find recorded here. Seeing that
this is the only lesson we shall have from the re-
cord ot deliverances found in Judges, we shall tey
to discover the lesson which God designed to
teach His people at these times, and  shall there-
ore consider Gideon's Aelpers, and Gidean’s victory.

1.—Gideon’s Helpers.—Fust of ult we
must remember that Gideoa was a man who had
been specially prepared for this work, not in any
miraculous masner, however, but by the patient
development of his own sterling character. He
feared the Lord wuh his whole heart, this formead
the foundation of his character, and upon that
foundation he had been building for many years.
He had doae faithfully whatever his hand found to
do, he had celtivated true faith in God as 1s showa
by his seeking double assurance of the fact that
bis call was ipdeed from God. If we would
be equipped for great things in God’s service
it can be only through the faithful discharge
of every day duties.  Then Gideon had human
helpers, 32,000 men responded to his call
to arms-——only about one-tenth of the fighiing
strength of Israel however.  This number was
reduced to 10,000 by the withdrawal of all
imid ones, and the 10,000 were sifted down
until only 300 were considered fit to go with
Gideon against the fue. God’s design in reduciog
the number in this way was to impress upon
the people the fact that deliveranc= came
only from His power, and that therefore
safety lay only in faithfulness to Him. This
seems to have been the lesson God desigaed to
teach the people by every deliverance. Itisthe
lesson we need te learn in this nineteenth century,
when there is such a tendency to admire and
boast ourselves in great numbers. Nomatter how
great the number of followers anv cause may
have unless their belp is onthe Lord nothiag wilt
be accomplished ; and no matter how small the
number of faithful adherents of a cause may be,
if God be with them, their cause is bouod to
triumph. Gideon’s helpers, were evidently men
who had never bowed the koce to idols, and thus
men with whom, and through whom, God could
show forth His help to the very best advantage.
For after all Cod was Gideon’s ouvly helper,
these faithful followers were only channels through
which His help was manifested.

II.—Gideon’s Victory.—Tbree hundred
agaiost four buodred and fifty times as many
Midianites was great odds. No wonder if their
hearts quailed, and therefore the Lord sent one
more encouragement to Gideon. He, with his
faithful servant, was sent by God to spy upon the
camp of the cnemy, and what he overheard as
one of the Midianities told his dream of the
barley cake, and another interperted it caused
him to worship, and returning to inspire every
oue of his little band with the assurance of vic.
tory, ' Arise, for the Lord hath delivered toto
your hand the host of Midian.” Then follcwsd
the attack and the victory. Trumpets and
torches in a night attack were usually the marks
of leaders ; so that when Gideon scattered his
three huodred men with their trumpets and
torches hidden in pitchers, around the cawp of
the Midianities, and when at a preconcerted sigpal
every pitcher was bioken and every torch per-
mitted to flare out in the darkness, and every
trurrpet was sounded with the battle cvy ** The
sword of the Lord and of Gideon,” the effect
upon the surprised toc would be to coovince
them that there were hundreds of leaders each
with an unkpown number of followers. There-
fore each man felt it aduty to defend himself on
every side. This, taken in conjunction with the
confusion into which the w«hole army would be
plunged by such an attack, led every man to
smite his fellow instead of kis foe, and so the
power of the Midiaoites was broken. Then
Gideon sent out swift tuoners and called armed
men to keep the fords of the river, and these, with
those who pursued after the flying enemy, succeed-
ed ip all but exterminating them. It was aclever
stratagem, but the Lord made it to succeed. Ic
did not, however, do the part which Israel could
do for themselves and thus left them to complete
the work of destruction. God gave Gideon the
victory through very unpromising  helpers, equip-
ped with foolish weapons. So will Ile giveus the
victory if only we usc that which is_still foolish-
pessto the wisdom of this world, viz.: * The
C xspel of Jesus Christ.”



