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Gospels with us generally, but we do not recommend tbemn as
a first 130ok to a beathen. Dr. McKay's poîicy is against tht
distribution of Scripture to heathen, because, being not under.
Stood, a prejudice is raised against ail our books and doctrine
as not being understanda'bîe.

Dec. 2sth. This letter 1 continue on merry Christmas,
sPent by me last year at Chu Wang. Year before at Lin-cbing. Year before at Ching Chon fu with the Englisb Bap.
tists, wbo that day held a service in a Chinese chapel for the
dedication of infants.

Weil, we hired two donkeys and loaded on them our bed-dfing and started for Tao K6n, the greatest mart south of Lin-
ching, întending to bire a room at the inn there and walk toand from eacb day. The fair was at Hua hsien, walled city,eight hi from, Tao K6n. We tbought the inns at Hua bsien
WOuld be too crowded to admit of our cornfortable lodgment.
We found on enquiry, bowever, that this was not so, and next
tilTit we go we shaîll probably stay in the city wbich is the
scene of the fair. The waik to and fro was not Iatiguing,

ahough we passed each day a criminal's head in a cage, sus-Pended on a pole at tht roadside in terrorem. A Iew monthsago a sol dier îrom. the camp near by waylaid and 'killed atraveller, whose grave of brick is witbin a fe 'w feet of the head,a very striking combination. Outside of the NorthýGate is a
camnp Of 50o soldiers, most of whom, are dare devils in crime.TheY are often set to catch tbieves, on the principle, "Set athief to catch a thief." The camp boasts of a taîl fiag-staff,
froru wbich a red flag floats daily. Early and h&te the blar-
inlg of trumpets tickles the native car for hi around. These
reiindtd me of the fanfare of rams' borns which glorified the
Passage of tht new Governor of H:onan at Chu Wang a year
ago. But the camp doubtless glories more in the possessionOf foreign bugles. When I was making a meal on mutton
halls under the mat shed of the food seller at the fair, 1 was
delighted to sec stream by a number of soldiers, whose acces-
rOn was beraided by the well.known bugle caîl of England,
WVhen you hear it you aîmost expect to ste the orderly ad-
"ance of our own red coats. Perhaps they will be seen some
da«y, if China is partitioned. The only uniîorm of soldiers in
China is a red coat, the rest being plebtian costume, and the
nlarcb is certainly far from orderly-bighly straggly in fact.
Trhose in front carried tht ancient spears and lances o! pre-tentious length on their shoulders. Muskets of foreign pat-
tern were carried on shoulders, either butt or muzzle forward.
We hired a spot of ground inside the gate of the city,' whichis double. Tht fair Was mostly outside of the gate, but sma!l
business concerns were stretched along tht main street. Eachday we walked Irorn ont end of tht city to the other to get toOur stall. Tht fair was vcry large, and work done at it willttl on a large area. S ome business mtn fromn the capital wtrePresent with booths, among tbern a Jew. A Mahomnetan fromKai -long told us about him. This man, by tbe way, told us Ma-homnet was a girl ! rather astounding ignorance for a Mahorne-tan, don'tYou tbink? Byour table crowds passed and repassed.Wt preachtd and sold books for four days, and bad a mostPeacetul tlime, altogether contrary to tht reputation of thePlace. Mr. Paton told us to keep clear of it as excessivelyhostile, My experience is therefore, very gratifying, more
tsperially as not more than five per cent. of tht people saw afortigfler before. Fear, however, seemed plainly written on
nlanY faces. It is very bard to gain their confidence. Many,
doubtlessi believed tht usual reports about us. Tht odour offltwly.Printtd books means to tbem btwitchment, 50 thatt*hey " fOllow us " whetber they will or not. Ont story 1 beard
's that a man who drank two cups of our tea vonitted for tenlaVsj1 althougb, as a matter of tact, Wt do flot offer tea at ail
at Our chapels. Tht officiai passed our table in bis cart on
hiS way to view the scene of a law suit. This personal in-
SPertion is one of tht dutits of tht mandarins. Ht was ac-Coirpanied by two deputies, one fromn tht capital and ontfron) the Iu. Tht case bad becn rapidly carried fromi ont
court to a higber. Tht subject of the suit was a change madt
"i the level of land wbicb was injurious to adjoining property,aiiowing fret flow of water. Obe night at Tao Kôn a maz
with a lantern came to tht inn witb the fcqllowing yarn :I arn
fromn Tientsin, sent to enlist soldiers to go beyond tht north-ern frontier, for France demands Formosa and five ports'

tan1 drawing these notes abôut Ireiand to a close, I (teltt 1 sbould apologizt to' tht good-natuitd editor of this
Paper for baving extended theai to sucb a lengtb, notwith.Standing that theybv ha rerne to that island for

Bhc orne years bas more 'than any other occupied tht
attenltion of every country ir the world. 1 arn tht mort
îflprtstd of tht need of thi.q apology from a correspon-
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dence which 1 sec in that excellent Church paper tht Belfast
Wimness, in rtlation to a b iograpby of the late Rev. Richard
Smytb, D.D., M.P., a proftssor in Magte College, London-
dtrr y. Tht late editor of tht Presbytetian Churchman, Rev.
Mr. Irwin, having been called to Mtlbourne, Australia, a
successor bas been appointed-thc Rev. James Heron, D.D.,
Professor of Churcb History ini tht Presbyterian College,
Belfast. New brooms swecp dlean. Dr. Heron bas inaugur-
ated bis office by intimating to tht Rev. Mr. McClure, wbo
bas been continuing a biograpby of tht late revered Rev.
Richard Smyth, D.D., M.P., that tht papers in tht
Chu rchmian should close witb a few more chapters. The
biography of Dr. Smyth was comrncnced over four years
ago, and has o'îthived two editors, and it is only natural for
Dr. Heron at the outsct of bis new duties to reflcct that it
is just possible for biai to Itar that the editorai pen, wbicb
he wili assuredly wield with much vigour, migbt drop trom
his hand before tht great biographical work is finisbed.
I remtmber Dr. Smytb well ; at great inconvenitnce he camt to
deliver a lecture at my request in tht town wbere 1 lived in
lreland. The audience was large, in every way wortby of
tht lecturer, and tht lecture was wortby of tht audience.
Dr. Smyth was an exceptional rnan. When be came to Lon-
dondtrry to tht first church! he introduced a ncw style of
preaching, and as a pulpit orator and platformn speaker be
had tew equ aIs; and it is no wondcr that bis ntpbtw and
biographer, Rev. J. J. McClure, should be burt at tht insinua-
tion that tht record of bis lite bad gone on long enougb.
1 am remindcd of a young lady whosc flrst poetic effusion
was consigned to tht Ilwaste basket " whîch in every editor-
ial sanctum is always crying "lgive, give."

1 bave bad tht pleasure of bearing Dr. Heron when a
young man preach as a candidate in a church of wbich 1 was
then a member, and my friends then knew tht opinion whicb
I expresscd as to, bis abilities as a preacher, and bis carter
since that time wbether as an author or professor bas justi-
fied that opinion. 1 am bopeful that under bis editorial
management tht Churchman will continue to hold its place
among similar periodicals of tht time. It is a welcome visitor
to Canada and 1 always look out for it witb much interest.
Witbout interfering in a farnily quarrel of tbat sort, I sbould
tbink that most people will agret that in consideration of
Dr. Smytb baving dicd a comparatively young man, tht
worlz should fairly comprise tht prorninent traits in bis char-
acter and ice work.

In my hast 1 promiscd a few th*ngs about St. Patricks
Cathedral, which cvcry visitor to tht Irish metropolis is
bound to sec. This cathedral is probably ont of the best
known churches in Ircland. Tht naines engraven on its
monuments have been distinguisbed ini every walk in lite,
and their taitb, charity, and self-sacrifice are worthy of being
written in letters of gold. Tht exact date when tht cathe-
dral began to exist is rather uncertain. Mr. Mason, wbo is
a bigh autbority, says that there was a parochial cburch on
this site dedicated to St. Patrick, and another bistorian tells
us that a Scottisb king made an expedition to Ireland and
formed a religious procession to this cathedral in 89o. Time
works great changes, and about tht fourteentb century, tht
cathedral was set on fure and robbed, and it was even insinuated
that tht Mayor bad a hand in tht business. Other troubles
follè,wed, and about fifty years hater tht cathedral was again
burned down and was repaired by men wbo were obliged to
work under compulsion, and wben their work was donc tbey
were banished from the diocese by the then Archbisbop.
What is said to be tht most imposing ceremony that ever
took place in tht cathedral was that beld in July, 1634, whtn
Lord Strafford went thither to worship before opening Parlia-
ment. Tht sermon was prtacbed by Ussher tromn the text,
Genesis xlix. io, That year will be mnemorable in Irish
bistory from thetfact that it was tht samne in wbich tht con-
vention assembled witbin this cathedral when tht Tbîrty-Nine
Articles of tht Church of England werc adopted, and altbougb
that document is now venerable with age, tht members of
this Church at tht present time setai as far from aren a

un 1745, naving attaînea to a good old age. Behoved in lite,
it is not any wonder thar he was deeply mourned when be
died. No clergyman in Ireland Of bis time, or almost of any
time, was mort popular. When tht news of bis death.
spread, ail classes of the people put for the Deanery House,
and made a rush for the room n.vhere bis remaiqs lay, s0 that
they migbt get a parting look at one whom ail regarded as afritnd. There was a scramble for locks of bis bair, which
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brought higb prices, and the servants were well1 tipped by
the knowing ones who wanted a first chance.

There is a statue of the dean and also of bis pulpit whicb
attracts the eye of every visitor ; of the former, Lord
Macaulay said that it is the best likeness of the Dean he
had ever seen. The inscription on the monument was written
by the Dean bimself, and is as follows. IlHere lies the body
of Jonathan Swift, D.D., Dean of this Cathedral Church,
where ierce indignation can no longer rend the beart.
Go!1 Wayfarer, and imitate if thou canst one who, as far as
in hîm lay, was an earnest champion of liberty! Died Octe-
ber i9, 1745.' The immortal eulogy of Pope is worthy of a
place at the close of this imperfect notice :

Let Ireland tell how Wit upbeld ber cause,
Her trade supported, aud supplied ber Iaws;
And leave on Swift this grateful verse engraved
The rights a court attacked, a poet sav'd.
Bebold the hand tbat wrought a nation's cure,
Stretched to relieve the idiot and the poor,
Proud vice to brand, or inj ur'd worth adorn,
And stretb tbe ray to ages yet unborn.

But probably the most remarkable event in the history
of the cathedral was its unexpected restoration at an
immense cost, by the famous brewer. Sir B. L. Guinness,
M.P., in 1865. The severe experiences through which it bad
passed placed it almost beyond the hope of recovery. Mat-
ters had gone so0 far that in the years gone by, even clergy-
men wsre hustled out on iourneys of four years to collect
alms for the rebuilding, and even then the cause was almost
bopeless, and what would have apparently baffled the powers
of the great cathedral was afterwards quietly accomplished
by an humble citizen. Even after it was supposed to have
been completed, ten thousand pounds more was spent on it,and it was reopened in 1882. By the foresaid benefactionsthe name of Guinness will be long remembered in Dublin,and this is only another instance where a man renders adouble service by giving of bis means white he lives. Abeautiful monument bas been erected to Sir B. L. Guinness,LL.D., M.P. Mr. Guinness was horn in the troublesometimts of 1798 and died in 1867. The Queen not only sbowedber appreciation of Sir B. L. Guinness, but raised bis twosons to the peerage.

There are otbersplendid monuments in the cathedralwbich
are very interesting to study, and which recaîl familiarnamnes and important services, but the list is a very long oneand 1 can only dlaim space for one or two.

THE BOYD STATUE.
I had a special interest bere. Captain Boyd was a nativeof my own county, Derry. He was commander of HerMajesty's steamship .Ajax, and lost bis life wben atternptingto save the crew of the brig Nebtune. The gallant captainwas swept off the rocks in Kingstown harbour in 1861. Hewas born in the city of Derry in 18 12. The Monument waserected by public subscription, and Captain Boyd was hon.oured with a public funeral. Suitable lines are engraven ontbe pedestal from the pen of the Right Rev. Dr. Alexander,Bishop of Derry, wbicb conclude as follows:

The Cbrist taught bravery that died to gave,The life not lost but found beneath the wave.
ST. PATRICK THE APOSTLE 0F IRELAND.

This is the well.known name after whomn the great cathe.dral was named, and probably there is no more mysterbousname on the bede roll of ecclesiastical history. His nation-ality, bis descent, bis parentage, bis birtb, bave ail beenquestions of dispute ; indeed bis very existence basbeen questioned. As 1 have elsewbere in a moreexternded sketch of bis lite and labours tbrown a flower onbis grave, it would not be possible to add anything to thatat present. I would simply say that St. Patrick, accordingto the popular belief, was born on thé Clyde in Scotland,about the year 372, and at tbe age of sixteen was carried incaptivity to Ireland. He returned to bis native heatb, andhaving in a dream beard the call of God to go to Ireland topreach the Gospel, he obeyed. He travelled over theentire island, organizing churches and appointing Bisbops ;one to every cburcb, wbicb would corne nearer the Presby.terian form of Cburcb governiment than any of those Churcheswbo claim exclusive connection with tbe saint. HRe was aneloquent preacher, a successful and devoted missionary, wboleft bis impress on the age. He died on the 17th Marcb,
493. What Scotland did for Ireland in sendtng ber St.Patrick, Ireland did for Scotland in sending ber Columba.

March, rSg.-. K.

W nat tnîS means to many Of our already too poorly paid,but faitbful and laborious ministers, need not be said. There'is, bowever, still timne to prevent such a reduction bemg ne",
cessary if members and congregations wbo are able W*lpromptly send in additional contributions to the Fund.Tereturns from' Presbyteries show that ma#cnrgain ge
given exceedingiy paltry amounts in proportion to tbeirilac.knowledged ability and numerical strength. WiU fot pastorsand office-bearers see to it that action is taken at opce lh thedirection indicated, s0 that the dlaimns May yt be paid 4i (nilYours faitbfully, WMi COOREg

Toroento, ..4#rit-, 1892.


