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The Quarterly.
Hamilton: Collvgiate Institate $iterary socloty.

At the close of its fourth voluma the "Quarterly”
retains the freshness and vivacity of us younger days
while the character of its heavier matter is much
mproved.  The article on *“Greck Religion and
Christianity,” 1n the nuinber for jJanuary 1879, evinces
axtensive reading and just thought. Thero is also a
prite essay on Decision of Charncter.

Viek's Publientions; Floral Guide, Hiustrat-
ol Monthly.

Rochester, N.V.1 James Vick.

Vick's “{llustrated Monthly ~ is “athing of boauty,”
and a vehicle of useful infonnation on all matterscon-
nected with flowers and garden work.  Iach number,
besides many engravings, contains at least one color-
od plate; and the numboer for January 1879 has \wo
colored plates -one, n group of soses, and the other
Hlustenting holiday docomttuns. The* Floral Guide”
is & very handsome seed catalogue of 100 pages, and
contains one colored flower plateand joo illustrations.

The Westminster Teacher.
Phitadelphia: Presbyterian Hoand of Publication.

“The \Westininsier Toachor™ 1s what weare tohave
henceforth instead of “The Presbyterian at \Work.”
We cannot say that it is the old publication under a
new name and in a new shape, for there is a change
of purpose and contents as well.  *“Les*ug more
genoral topics to the weekly religious press, it devotes
itself to the service of the teachers and officers of our
Sabbath schools, especially in the study of the Bible
Lessons of the Internntional Series.® ‘Thus to with-
draw from the field of general religious literature and
single out a special department is a change that will
increasc the uscfulness of the magasine. For the
preparation of the lesson helps for 1879, the valuable
assistance of Dr. Duryea, Dr. Horrick Johnson, and
Mrs. G. R. Alden has veen secured, The January
number 1s now before us, with the lessons for that
month under the following sub-headings: Introduction,
Critical and Expository Notes, Toachings of the Les-
son, Additional Thouglhts, Test Questions for the
Teacher, Black-board [Hustration, Catechism, For
Teachers of Little Folks. There 13 also a valuable
article on the * Restoration,” (that 1s the return of the
Jews from captivity; Ly Rev. Sylvester H Scovel,
covering the ground occupied by the lessons for the
month.

Sunday Afternoon.

“Sunday Aftermoon " for January has the opening
chapter of a new serial by the author of * Tom's Heath-
cn,” which Mrs. Harriet Beecher Stowe commended so
highly. It is entitled * Colvin the Sinner.” Rebecea
Harding Davis has a short story, and there are two
others,"Oncofthe Converts,”and “ Mrs. \Wilkin's Duty.”
E.E. Hale'sserial, and“‘Fishers of Men® areconcluded.
Prof. Gearge P. Fisher of Now Haven, in an article
on Witchcraft, tells us that disbelief in it was consid.
cred by religious people two hundred years ago a great
sin. Rose Terry Cooke gives advice to young ladies
as to literature as a profession. George M. Towle
gives, with comineats, an account of the present status
of Socialism, more particularly in Germany and Rus.
sia. Rev. Dr. E, A, Washburn of New York, trans-
lates from the German an account of the confirmatory
evidence in the Egyptian antiqutics of the catly Jew-
ish history. Miss Helen Campbell writes of anc of
Jerry McAuley’s “Expericnce Meetings.” J. B. T,
Marsh, David Ker and Charles Caverno have contrs-
butions, and there arc pocins by Elizabeth Stuart
Phelps, Ray Palmer, and Lucy Larcom.  The follow:
ing extract is a specimen of the sort of writing that is
generally to be found in the department called “Ed-
itor's Table:"

“A falr specimen cf the odium theologicum lies under our
cyc. Itis a letter printed in the organ of one religious de-
nomination, bringing to light certain alleged disteputable
doiags in two other denominations—doings connected with
the {lnn-ge of une minmter from anc of these denominations
to the other.  We shall not reaate the story, because we do
not wish to abet the scandal-mongers.  But all the circum.
stances of the case, as they are brought to light in this nar.
ration, show that it was one of great difficulty and dclicacy,
and lead us o respect the motives of those concerned ia {t,
who have sought to prevent it from becoming a public mat.
ter. \What these Christian brethren have thought best to be
silent about, this man makes haste to proclaim upon the

housctops. It 1 true that he does nul mention names;
anonymous stabbers of his so:t never do thaty but he ieaves
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1o ong n doubt as to the Identity of the patsons with whom
he b d-!u\s. Aod the motive of thia is only
ton plain. Tt & the outcome of sectarian rancor.  This cor-
respuindent wuakd never have written, this newwpajwe would
nevet have published, a letter like thls relating to invgulat.
{ties or misdeods in thelr ownseet.  lut here (s a Ane ¢
to puidt oul the frailiies of two slster (?) chuschesy to aall
attention 1o the hedrggind skists of the cne and to a ridie.
slous rip In the role of the othery and your gemuine secter.
a0 nover miwes such a chance. If he can make & point for
his own sect by diagging to light troulies in other seets
which thase immediatoly conceinel do nt wish ‘o make
midic, he fevls that ‘the interests of pure religwa’ require
v to do (L. This is the law of Jove as he undersiands it
in ite application to Cheistians of anathee fellowship.  Aad
it is just at this point that the sect spinst teveals toetf as the
antithesis of the Christian spirit and that the secis are all
the while showing themselves to be the enenies of Cheint.”

RENOUNCING THE N ORLD.

To renounce the world in one way is the most coin-
wendable act of a man’s life; 10 renounce 1t in another
way ts a very dangerous thing, if not a positively ine
jurious one.

Tha old English quostion asked of a candidate for
baptism inquires whether he is reau; ~ “renounce
thedovil and all lus works, the vain pomp and gizcy of
the wicked wotld, with all the covetous desires of the
same.” Such things as thesc the Christian must re-
nounce before ho can boa Chnstian at all,  There can
be no half-way business about it. Compromise with
the downright wickedness of the wotld is fatal to the
godly life. A partial surrender gives up the whole.

There Is, however, another and very prevalent idoa
of the renunciation of the world, which is materiatly
different froin the abandonment of the thoughtless or
deliberate acts of the unrightoous children of this life.
1t 18 something more than abandenment, it is scpar-
ation. Taking a Pilate’s wash-bowl, many persons
purify their hands, and then declare that they have
nothing further to do with sin. To them, the test
“Come out from mnong them, and be ye separate,”
means not only the abandonment of sin, but the de-
scrtion of sinners. 1n the endeavor to keep themselves
pure, they give up cffarts for the reclamation of those
who are stained with guilt.  ‘They build convent walls,
and immure themselves within their dim recesscs.
In order to remove the possibility of relapsing into
cvil ways, they seck to banish the possibility of temp.
tation. If they are never tempied, they never fall.
Persons of this way of thinking are by no meanscon.
fined to the Roman Catholic Church. The monastic
tendency exists where monasticisin is unknown. The
desire to make an object of one’s sclf, or to do some
startling thing, is universal. “If I could get dead
drunk, and lic in the gutter, with my pockets turned
inside out, I think I should be satisfied,” says one.
“1f 1 could be known, the world over, as & marvel of
purity, | could rest content,” says another.  The world
is full of people who, like the little girl in the nursery
rhyme, are “very, very good” when they are good, but
“hornid ~ when they arc bad.  Of course it 1s more
pleasant to be a model of excellence than & model of

\-u:c; and so, in their zcal to renounce the world, men
swing on hooks, or climb St. Simon Stylites’ pillar, or
vow to read no book but the Bible, according to their
several religious faiths. It is the same world they all
seek to abandon, though their methods vary. Itisthe
sccret plaudit of their own hearts that they val+¢ even
more than the world’s astonishiment or reverence.
Each of themn deliberately makes up lus mind, like the
boy in the juvenile story, to become a * blighted being.”

After all, it is Christian work that approves the be-
hever.  Positive virtue is a very different thing from
negatuve nnocence.  The Christian organization 1
the church militant, not the church contemplative.
Onc man's duty is not another’s; but certrinly few
persons are so isofated, by nature or by circunstance,
as to be exempt from all other dutics than that of self-
culturc. The Son of Man came to seek and to save
that which was lost. His followers can hardly excuse
themsclves for abandoningefforts inthcsamedirection.
The fear of falling, the delights of spiritual picty, orthe
benefits of religious culture, are not valid reasons for
abandoning the world to its fate. The New Testa-
ment Jays a great deal of stress upon Christian ene
deavor, but says very little about the cultivation of a
mystical spirituality unconnected with active cffort in
such ficlds as seem to lic around each individual. It
is the Jadorer whois worthy of his hire.—S. S. Z¥mes,

17 is good for us to think no grace or blessing truly ours
till we arc aware that God has blessed some one else with it
through us,.—Acv. Prillips Broaks,

Sfonvr, oF Tir AfFise,

Ky the weakeat man is stirong enough to enforoe his
conrictions, -- Gavde,

THAT s the best part of bemuty which a pleture eannot
esprosa, — Mavwe,

Few pricoe have courage enough 1 ssem a3 a8
they :-ﬁ;' are. ~—Ltare, e ' good

Tux sublimity of wistom s to do thase things lrlag,
which are to be deatied when dying. — Fedwsen,

11 is always safe 10 lsarn, even frova our enamies 3 seldom
safe io venture tu instiuct even our (riends, — Coften,

A w0ub conscience s & continual fasst; asd & mind at
;;uv through Cheist is the antepast of heaven.—BhAgp

As my awn self Is present to e (n an incomprehensible
manner, so God is present to me lkewlse, In an insompie.
hemaible manner.

N CoRIEMrLATIVE Hile haa more the appeatanceof a life
of piety than any other; but it is the Divine plan to biing
faith into activity and exercire....Ca?/.

Max are every day s nf and daing, from the power of
edacation, habit and imftation, that which has no root whate
ever in their serious convictions, -~ Chenning,

Tneas is none made so growt but he muy both neel the
help and service, and stand in fear of the power and unkind.
oo, even of the meanost of movials, «Senvest,

Evexy good an holy desire, though 1t niay Iack the form,
;ull;.l in “":l\‘;‘ the nuhnm;o‘ and fo;u of apra ‘:lwl(h "?o'd.

ot 1le regards as prayer the moanings and sighings-of the
buu.—r”nkr. poaye . grne

Tinnrk are three things which the true Christisn desites
with respeet to sin:—justification, that it may not condemng
sanctifiention, that it may not seigny amd glorification, that
it may not be.—Creil

4% old man was dying who had lon% sarvod Chilst, when
one ashed hun: **Can Jou reit a ltile now, father?”
“Doar child,” he sid, *“it is all reat; for the evorlasting
arms are undemeath me "

It we would become Chiistinns of strength and m-lmtt{.
we must undergo severe trials, \What fire §s to gold, so is
afftiction to the bellever, 1t bums up the dross, and takes
the gold shine forth with unalloyed lustre,

Tig Church noeds the holp of all. The young, the old,
the rich, the pour—all are anlled to the wotk, to contribute
what they can.  Not Is there any one who Is useless, if he
will but employ the talents given him and embrace the op-
Ivmtunn'cs put within his reach. 1f all are to work, thete

s work for all, and the rgwan? will be given both to him
who doos little and hin who does niuch,

COXTENTMANT is a blasxing, and it is within the tweach of
all, but it will not be found by him who goes out to seek it,
11 is something from within, and until the heart is right all
effort afler it must bein vain,  Paul says, **I have fetrwad
in whatsoever state I am therewlith to be content.” 1t was
something that came to hitn as he seeved his Master and fm.
Libed his spirit.  When the soul is filled with the love of

asus, and whan 1lis will is the rule of life, disoontent wil
mve no place, and the peace that passcth all understanding
will be the Christian heritage.

Tix frosts have not of themselves made the autumn woods
g0 beautiful, ‘Thelr office of crisping, deadening and destroy.
ing is not one of embellishment, but mther of distortion and
spoliation. But the sunshine and air, acting in concert with
the frost, have turned the whole landscape into panoramias
of boauty, which no attist's skill can fhinitate.  And when
Gud sends us His rod 3t will not of itself bxlnﬁl\u Llessing. It
may only handen and deform. It is when He agcompanies
1t with the Sun of Righteousness and the dews of the Spirit
that it produces the loveliness of & soul that is sweetened
and sanctifiod. —Unites Freshyterian.,

1¥ we only agree to do what we like to do, our lives are
likely to be barren. If too much indulgence will spoll a
child, so mill humoring a mind and soul beget in it a disposi.
tion facklng in what Is noblest, and wanting the qualities
from which result the highest forms of beneficence. 1t is
when the water is mecting with opposition from rocks and
other obstructions lying in its way, that it purifies itself and
deepens ita channel,  And it is when we goon our way, acte
ing againat the indispositions which attempt to fetter and im-
ptse us, that we strengthen ous minds characters, and
do good service in the cause of the Master,

A cuixp rearon why so many believers fail to attain an
exalted type of Christian character is because they do not
receive Chnist as a living, indwelling, personal Saviour,
Religion is, to them, an alstraction, rather than a reality,
‘They have faith, but it is a dead, Intellectual exercise, rather
than a life-giving power begotten in the soul by the Ho)
Ghost, through the Wend of God, **which liveth and abid-
eth forever.”  We may, we st Chirist if we would
be Ilis. In the DBible, & crucified Christ; in the heart, a
tiving Christ; in hoaven, a glorified Christ; in the future, a
coming Christ—Christ in life, Christ in death, Christ in a
coming judgment—*‘Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, and
to-day, and forever."

Max often give in the hope of recelving agaln; thele char.
it{ is bread castupon the waters that they hope to find some.
where after {or perhaps, before) many days.  Of charity that
has not paid, many bitter complaints are heard. But God's
ways arc not our ways. le glves in the hope of giving
more. ‘That is his object in giving, * Grace for grace,
grace wfen grace, is his method; one gift {s sent to make
room for another. Asonce day'sdew and sunshine cnables
the flower to take more dew and sunshine thic next day, 3o
all God’s spiritual gifts enlarge the zpiritual nature to the
end that more grace may be bestowed,  If we have received
any good thiog from I1im it is not » sign that He wants any-
thing from us; it is & token that He wants to give us some-
thing more, nday Afiernoen. N



