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THE announcement that war between France and
China has been declared would take very few people
by surprise, The actual lins between peace and wat
has been reached. To all appearance there is now
very little likellhood of a peaceful understandiog belng
reached by the antagonists. So long as war has not
been formally declared, there is still a possibility of
retreat, though at present the hope of war being
averted is very slim.  Both nations seem bent on pre-
paring for a struggle that may lead to serious compli-
cations far beyond the range of a Franco-Chinese con-
flict,

THE antagonism between the Vatican and the
French Republic has been considerably modified of
late. The almost truculent attitude of the Gambettist
party has been abandoned, and a better understand.
ing has been reached. Thezelations of Germany atd
the papacy have also improved, though the kultur.
kampf has not altogether ended yet. Von Schloeser,
the German envoy to the Vatican insists on the resig-
nation of Cardinal Ledochowski of Posen and the no-
less intractable Archbishop Melchers of Colegne.
Whether the Fops will accede to this demand remains
to bo seen.

In a Toronto contemporary a pithy and common.
senseg article contains comments on the effort of the
Presbyterian Church to increase the salaries of minis-
ters in weak congregations. The case of the Cana.
dian minlstry Is stated in a very matter-of fact man-
ner. There s a shight 1naccuracy ia the statement
the? {our or five years' study 1s required of candidates
for the munistry. In the Presbyterian Charch a com-
plete university curriculum ana three years' study of
theology are required, The “ Telegram ” makes a
point when 1t says that even preachers cannot live by
faith alone, nor can they pay their butcher's bills with
tbe Ten Commandments,

THE Inter-serninary Missionary Alliance of Ameri-
can theological students has proved itself 2 most suc.
cessful nstitutton, The annual conventions beld
under its auspices have been very interesting, and
fruitful of excellent results, Canadian delegates have
attended these conventions, und so favourably were
they impressed by what they saw and heard that they
called ther fellow-students from different institutions
together to consider the propriety of forming a sumular
society in Canada. The proposal has been most fav-
ourably secewved. At a .meeung last week i
McMaster Hall, the formauon of a Canadian Iater-
Colleguate Alliance was resolved upon. Its influcnce
on the work of missions, and on the young men them-
sclves will be hughly benefictal. It is hoped that their
endeavour will be crowned with success.

Tma Rev, Fergus Ferguson, Glasgow, has been
lecturing on “ Signs of the Times” Thess are, he
says, the decline of ecclesiastical aathority and the
nise of democracy. The causes of the former are the
abuse of the legiumate authority of the Church by the
Church of Rome ; the practical abandonment by the
Protestant world of the absolute need of a wistble
anity : the serious disparagement of the old docirine
of the anthority of the Bible; and the extent to which
literary and scientific men propound theories shutting
out all idea of the supematural, The Church wasthe
meetiog-place of true conservatism and true liberaiism,
and 1t was there that.all parties would ulumately be
obliged to rally ; but the facc that democracy was
sundering itself from the Church pointed to absolut-
ism and anarchy.

ONEZ of the miost bare-faced and persistent of
swindles (i3 the lottery, Im Canada tts illegaiity has
been sufficienily demonstrated. No person with any
reRard to peesonal seputation would now care 10-bs
identified with any scheme of the kind. What cannod
be safely.dons by parttes in Canada it seems can be
attempted by forsigners, ‘The Hamburg lottesy peos

ple are trying to find out whether Canada is a fitting
field for their operations, They have been sending
circulars to people in various parts of the country.
There are the asual inducements held out such as the
possibility of obtaining for a tndiny 1nvesimeant a fen
thousand dollars or a castle on the Rhiae, ot some
such likely windfall, To every one tempted to invest
Ia a Hamburg or any other lottery “ Panch's " advice
to people about to marry is appropnate~ ~ Lon't.”

THOUVGH details of the evangelistic work of Messrs,
Méody and Sankey in the south of Ireland have been
somewhat meagre, Mr. Moody stated in London tha!
his three week's work 1n Ireland has been the most
productive of his life, These devoted men have now
begun their laboursin Islington ia a new iron buildirg
erected for the purpose of holding evangelistic meet-
ings. Vast crowds assembled, The opening services
were attended by audiences numbering from 4,000 to
60co. The Gospel, preached with directness, earn-
estness and simplicity by Mr. Moody, is heard with
sympathetic interest, and the singiog of Mr. Sinksyis
recognized as a powerfulinfluence. Greatand lasung
resuits may reasonably be anticipated from the six
month's mission in Islington. The Rev. Dr. Coch.
rane has forwarded an interesting letter relating to
Messrs. Moody and Sankey’s wotk in Ireland, which
wili be found or another page.

THE Dundee University College founded by Miss
Baxter and the late Dr. Eaxter at a cost of £140 000,
was opened recently by Lord Dalhousie. His Lord
ship spoke bigbly of the munificence of the donors,
and rejuiced that the college was available for all
classes of both sexes, irrespective of religiovs belief.
The inaugural address was delivered by Professor
Stuart, of Cambridge who referred to the success ot
the Scotch University system, and spoke of the satis
factory progress that was being made in providing
technical instcuction to all classes in the various large
centres of industry, While, however, this branch of
education would be one of the chief features of the
Dundee College, he was glad to think that literature
and the arts were not to be forgotten. Miss Baxter’s
portrait in oil was afterwards presented by the Earl of
Camperdown on behalf of the subscribers, and ac-
knowledged by W. E. Baxter, M.P, who handed it
over to the college authorities,

Do evil that good may come is no safer a maxim
now than it was in the days of the apnstles, Itis jast
as morally wrong to-day as it wasthen, Itis nomore
legiumate in the sphere of business than it is In re. i
Lgon. In a case arising out of a recent bank failare,
now befors the court in Montreal, it comes out that
there have been great discrepancies between the
actual state of affairs and the returns made to govern-
ment. This moral bankruptcy as is the case always in
the loag-run led to material collapse. We feel very
mach shocked when a subordinate bank cfiicial is dis
covered to be guilty of dishonesty. In the pature of
things, however, is it to be wondered at that subor.
dinates follow in the footsteps of their superiors, who
cught to kbow that !n financial matters honesty is the
best pohicy, cven if they are not intrinsically honest
themselves, Men that gwve fraudulent returns to
government need not be relied on to deal fairly by
their stockholders when emergencies occur.

PoLiTICAL life is not altogether con.posed of patrio-
tism as the eleciion courts are making sufficiently
piain. Bnbery and corruption are very bad things.
1t is not pleasing to know that there are people ia al-
most every constituency who are willing and ready to
take a bribe and yield to corrupt influences. It is
even less pleasing to learn that political leaders are
ready to stoop to the degradation of atilizing the worst
weakaesses of their fellow men to promote their patri-
otic ambiticns. Surely one substantial benefit will'
cesult to the country from these election court ex
posurcs, Law-abiding and apright cit zens will unite
in demanding that politics be fieed from the degrading -

and demoralizing arts that-have.been too frequently

sesorted to In the past. The election law enjoins the
closing of taverns and saloons on the day of polling,
Recent trials reveal whe fact that tavern keepers have
continued thels practice at the bar as on other days.
Some of them had come o the condlasion that the
law was a dead letter and hey openly distegarded it.
It may take some time before bribery and corrupt
acts can be eliminated from Canadian politics, but the
law agalust Lyuor selling on polling day can easlly be
enforced. If it Is not, the people should know the
reason why.

MzxnN who years ago occupied a prominent place in
Fyropean affairs are gradually disappearing from the
land of the living. Those who fought for freedom, and
who from their heroic efforts and sufferings gained a
place in the popular heart are now few in number,
Garibaldi is gone, and now Louis Kossuth is nomore,
At one time a prominent figure in the European poll.
tical drama, of late years he has lived in retirementin
Turin. When Huogary rose agaiost Austria in 1849,
Kossuth guided the destines of the Magyars. His
perscaal ipfluepce vas marvellous. The bercic con.
test promised victory, but Hungarian hopes were
crushed by Russia acceding to the Austrian request
for aid to suppresstherising. The Hungarian General
directing the campaign was suspected of treachery.
The aspirations of Kossuth were crushed with the
defeat of the Hungarlans. He found an asylum with
the Sultan who refuscd to surrender him to Austria,
He escaped from Turkey to America, where he was
recetved with the utmest enthusiasm. He then took
up his abode in Eagland, and for several years busied

| bimselt with efforts to secure active interference in

pehaif of Hungary by England and F.ance. Disap-
pointed in his aims, and unlike his compatriots, re-
fusing to b satisfied with the constitational reforms
granted the Hungarians, be retired into sullen silence
and took no part in the political movements of late
years. Lows Kossuth was a man of great ability,
ene yvand enthusiasm. Though eratic, stubbornand
vain, he was a disinterested and self-denying patriot,

WEERLY.HEALTH BULLETIN.—~The week has been
characterized by a more than average warm tempera.
ture, much cloud, and with much unsteadiness in baro.
metric pressure, We seein these conditions the ex-
istence of weather which has generally proved most
favourable to health, The large amount of clouded
sky has prevented great daily extremes; and the
mote than average warmth of temperature bas, with a
humidity below the average, been favourable to tha
repression of any tendency to great increase in diseases
of the respiratory organs. U nder such circumstances
we expect to find that diseases In general have been
comparatively few in number, and that relative posi.
-tions of diseases remain much the same as during the
previous week. Bronchitis has but nlightly advanced
and other diseases of the respiratory organs hold situa.
tions similar to those of last week, Aufongst Fevers,
Intermittent has more than maintained its position of
last week, but Enteric (Typhold) has fallen guite
markedly, for whereas last week it stood as high as
36 per cent. ofalldiseases, it reprasents this week only
2.1 of the total diseases. Amongst the contagious
«ymotics, we notice that while all are present througk.
out the Province in small numbers, yet in several Dig-
tricts some one of them is preseat to a considerable
extent. Thus District TTT, Muskoka and Parry Sound,
shows Mumps to be largely present, as also District
1V, nozth shore of lake Ontario, though in lessdegree ;
District VIII, north shore of Lake Erie, has both -
Measles and Whooping Cough prevalent ; and Dise
tricts IX. and X., east'shore Lake Haron and the soutk-
western peninsula, show that Diphtheriabasretaineda

. large degree of that prevalence noted several weeks ago.
 Itisto be bopcd that the fact of these diseases being
seach prevalent in one crimore localities of the Pro--

vince, may warn the community gcnctally that should

- atmospheric conditions favouring their recradescence
| follow, isolation and careful disinfection can only pre-
-vent one or all of them from becoming widespread

epxdemics Diarrt ooal diseases are, asremarked last
ack, steadily decreasing.



