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Two yoting men wlien iii pur.
suit of nîinks iii a wvild swarnpy
pieco of woods lu this township
about a month ago report fiat tlîey
noticed growing in a sccluded bog
a considerable tnniber of speci-
tuens of the wvild Cauiadiati lollv
whose brighit red berrnes prof usely
adortied the sieuider brenches of
the shrub (Prizios Verticellata of
Linnaeuî) The bernies are uearly of
the sanie size and color as those of
the weli knowu -Mountain Asli,'
but rarely rernain on the branches
so late in the winiter seasou as did
those above referred to whichi the
observers stated, (this wvas abont
the middle of January> hiad a beau-
tiful appearance contrasting with
the snow covered surrotudings,
The scat-let berrnes of this holly are
said to, be insipid to the taite, but
are sonietinies e-aten by robins,
pine grosbeaks, cedar birds ard
jays. To the early Canadiani set-
tiers the fruit of this shrub was
frequently referred to under the
namie of "Pigeon Bernies" and the
writer of this paper bas been
assured that in days bygone the
Aiieritt#ewild pigeons were fre-
queutly seen to regale theinselves
on this showy fruit of the wilder-
ness; M.fter sever. frosts the leaves
falI off, M~ sheltered and un-
fro-qnentedl no®r) not much perte-

trtdbV winds o>r animial ititrud-
ers, the red coralline ber- it~s are
kuiown to adorn the branches of
the shrub until midwinter-the
îà'anft, sonietirnes griowvs to, the
heigh1t Of 7 feet, but requires a
water-soaked soul to, thrive in, yet

growvs readily if transplauited ; itg
chief exigencies serning to be au
abundance of nioisture.

Amnong the niost rioticeable
characteristios of the passing will-
ter is the universal prosence ail
over this district of flocks of the
pille grosbeaks' which have
been seeil by xiumbers of people:
the gr-o!beaks corne to the orchards
iu parties of a dozen to fitteen or
more, and seeni attracted to drie(&
withîered apples wvierever such,
scanty negiected fruit renains on
the trees. "Pliîe birds also, eat
inany tree buds, and many fruit
growers drive the birds away
under the impression that the
grosbeaks destroy the biossorn
buds. Iii the latter portion of the
%vinter the grosbeaks nibble off the
maple buds,too, and those of other
gardexi slirubs such as those of the
"Pyrus sorbifolia" and of the

genus prutnus and crategeus-the
grosbeaks c'nly corne here at in-
tervals of perhaps 7 or 8 years, in
very noticeable uunbers ; and in
one of their visitations the birds
entirely stripped of their buds,
several thrifty growing speciens
of spirea sorbifolia that ornanient-
ed our shrubbery, yet we were
glad to disrover, wi, en summerl
raturned, that our spireas leafleri
out aud biossomned as profusely as
in ordinary sunixers, and w. were
unable to perceive that the bird>s
winter visits had been detriniental
to the vigor or prosperity of the
bhîrubs. Yet the Europeari Buill-
fitich wvhieb is thoughit to be a
near relative to our pine grosbeak
lias a bad reputation amuoug Eng-
lisb orchardlists.
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