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THE NEW CENTURY.

A joak backward to the beginning of the century just end-
ed shows Canada a Lind of apparently imerminable foarest, and
the task before the men of the nincteenth century was to hew
ont from those great fonests a home where they and their
descendants might dwell in peace and comfot, to clear 1the
fertile lands that should yield of their fruitfulness to the wealth
of the nation, to open up the avenues of commerce and to nake
a place for the fonnding of our great. cities

How well that wark has been done i8 written plain over
our great Dominion 3 but, unfortunately, the war winst the
furest. seems to liave induced a blindness o its value which has
not ¥et been retioved.  Axa result there is now many a tewt
of hare Lrulé which once was covered with noble trees, the
destriction of which is an alsolute los< without compensation
of any kind : there isnany a homestead whose beanty has been
destroved and whoese vilue has been scriously imnpaired by a too
ruthless clearing of its sheltering trees,

The dawning of the twenticth century brings the men of
tomday face to face with the fact that our forest wealth is not
inexliaustible, that muceh of it has been uselessly and needlessly
destraved, and that i this, one of the great sotrees of nutional
progperity, is not properly conserved the present century will
s the wane  of our pre-eminence as a lumber-prnducing
country.  The prablems that are to be solvedin the twenticth
century stre not those of the nincteentl, but the same qualities
of intelligence, foresight and perseverance ane required to work
thems ont,

The DInperial bearing of this great work is brought into
clear light by the strong and stirring words of the Earl of
Roscberry at his installation as Lond Rectar of Glasgow
University :

Never, said  the formier Premier. had  the Ewmpire so
ungently requined the strennous support. of it subjects, becwse
there was a disposition abroad to challenge bath its naval and
conunercial supremacy.  The twentivth century, hie declared,
waould be a peried of keen, intelligent and almost fierce inter-
national competition, more pmbably in the ants of peace even
than in the arts of war.  Therefore, he added, it was necessary
to undertake perindical stock-taking, to reodel the State
nchinery and  oducational methodes, and to become mare
businese-like amd thomugh as warriors, merchants and states-
men.
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Forest Botany in the Schools.

One of the declared objects of the Canadian Forestry
Amsuciation ix 1o teach the rising generation the value of the
forest with a view tn ealisting their efforts in its preservation.
The Forgstry Jxexiation is unt, however, a pioneer in this
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work, us the question hag been given attentior by some of the
wure progressive of our educationists,

Atthe mentingof the Ontario Educational Association held
in Toronto in April last, De. W H, Muldrew, of Gravenhurest,
gave 2 paper on School Gandens, or rather, the teaching of
Forest Botany in the schools, of which we give the following
summary from the report of the proceedings: —

“The problems of practical forcstry were being brought
very near to thoughtful observers in Ontario. What were the
schoots of to-day doing to eynip the next generation with the
kuowledge and the interest necessary to ensure their intelligent
solition?  Arbor Day, now permanently established in Public
Schools, sind the teaching of Botany in High Schivols must exert
2 wholesome intluence in this direction ; but these forces needed
to be broadly supplemenied under the careful supervision of
the teachers if the best results were to be obtained.  To si:ow
that such wasquite practicable under ordinary conditions, the
speaker described briefly what had been done within a few
veurs in connection with one of our smalle, High Schoals by
the co-aperation of trustees, teachens and pupils.

“Beginning with a schoal ground charaeterized only by a
rther unuswitl extent, and an alimost total atwence of vewseta-
tion, 2 svstematic attempt had been made to welieve thic
monatony of the scene by planting trees and shrubs in as great
profusion as circumstances wonld permit, and in sueh form ag
to permanently mark out watks and playgrounds.  This work
had been carried out largely by the boys, stimulated by o
nominal grant per tree from the Boand to the athletic funds,
snd by an occagions. part holiday.  In spite of some discourage-
ments nesulting from unkind soil and unfavorable seasons, the
work progressed until several hundreds of specimens lad
becowe fairly established and the arimber of species represented
had suggested a complete collection of these native to the
district. Already more than half the indigenous trees and shrubs
of the Incality wene here to be found, and thus a rude, yet cffec-
tive, arhoretum was approaching completion.  While the xpeci-
mens were of necessity, in most cases, immature and struggling
with a new environment, so that their appearance was by no
means striking, they already afforded great assistance to the
practical study of Botany, sinee the develupment of fulinge,
flowers and fruit. could be readily followed from day to day.

“The spraker dwelt upan the value of identification and
naming of species in sustaining the interest of learners, and
recomsnended fhie nse of keys or indexes based upon the Jeaf
chawcters, and prepared, preferably by the science aster, to
st the forest growth peculiarto cach district. This suggestion
wits illustrated by $he distribution amongthe membens of the
section of printed copies of =uch an index, which had justified
itself by snmie yeans of service in the hands of beginners.”

Tiw itdex referred to isof the cammon native trees and
shrubs of Muskoka, and is based on the leaf characteristics.
Dr. Muldeew has distributed an edition of over one hundred
copies of this index without remuneration, with the object of
arousing an intenst in the subject amongst evducators ; and by
his Kindness we have also been furnished with acopy. The
index has been worked out Uy Dr. Muldrew himself for the
trees of hig own neighborhiood, but it has been found to answer
almest. oqually well in other I alities throughout central
Ontario. The first. part.is a systematic statement of Ieaf char-
acters in general a8 to Kind, arrangement, veining, surface,
ontline, ctc.  Asasample of the plan by which the species are
distingmished in the {ollowing part of the work, we give the
firgt divigion :—



