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NEW BRUNSWIUK SCHOOLS.

Tho London Schoolinaster, probably the most in-
fluential educutional journal 1n Great Britain, is
publishing a scrics of articles on " Tlie Schools of
Qreater Britain.” In its last issue, the rise and
growth of the cducational system of New Bruos-
wick 12 reviewed, with a correct and carcfully pre-
pared resume of its general plan aod workings
Accompanyiog the article is a sketch of the Nor-
mal achool building at Fredericton  This account
will tend w Amuw the attention of British educa-
tionists to our splendid school system, and show
the advantages that our Province possesses in this
respect.  “'Now Brunswick, ™ says the Schoolmaster,
‘¢ is proud of its school system, and can bring into
the light of day not a few testimonials n ite favor
It baa been described by the New England Journal
of Education as * theoretically the best 10 Americs,’

end its ropresentatives in Loudon-on thesy
ocrasion are full to the overflow in its favor. M.
Eldoz Mullin, tho princips of its Norms) collegy,
is eothusiastic iv its praises, having gnined bis ex-
perience as teacher and inspector. besides the posi-
tiou of honor which he now occupies. The pro-
gress of its school systemn cannot be otherwise than
intereating, thercfore, as the record of an cainest
cffort to succeed.  Very carly in the history of the
Province it was felt by the government aud Jegisla-
ture that tho education of the peoplc was one of
the duties of the State. In 1802, within a few
months after its separation from Nova 8cotia, the
Province of New Bruaswick resolved to make a
begioning. The sum of £420 (or ten poundsto
coch parish) was set apart for the purpose of en-
couraging and assisting in the cstablishment of
schools in the different panshes of the respective
counties. From this small beginning there has
been developed, by slow degrees, the present pub-
lic school &ystem of New Brunswick, claimed by
its own official spokesman as ouc of the most per-
fect, in its principics at lcast, to be found in aoy
state or country. It was to be expected that, as
the population and the material wealth and re-
sources of the Province increased, greater attention

COMPULSORY RDUCATION.

In councction with our reinarks on ' Compul-
sory Education,” tho Moncton Z%mes has the fol-
lowing:

It is possible a cast §.on rulo of the naturo sug-
gosted woald lLvalny Ladillp o sae weata
Bioreover an attempt to make attendauce tschool
compulsory might be nlsLuderstood and ohjected
to us an interference with the rights of the people,
though compulsory laws bave been adopted with
good’ results in some countries, Wo think the
people should seo tho ity, witaout compul-
sion, of giving their children the bLeonefits of our
ercellent school system No doubt. however,
there are some parents who are neglectful in this
particalar, and we fear also that there are many
districts well able to maintais schools thut refusc
to vote the necessary funds.  Perhaps a compul-
sory clause compelling districts to mair iain echools
at lcast a certain period in each year wonld be in
order before compulsory education.

A little discussion of this subject, we think,
would be beneficial, and we should like to hear
the opinion of the press, generally, on tho ques-
tion.

We do not advocats a cast iron system, but one
which shall compe? cach child of schoolable age to
attend school a certain flxed Iroportion of the
time. As to infringiog ob tho liberty of the sub-
ject, it is now a recognized principle that the
statc hos the right to educato ite people. Would

it be 203 moro nterfereace %% aay that- children

shali attend-school than to say every man shall pay
to support the schools? Tho complaiut alwass
comes from heavy ratepayers, baviog no children,
“I would willingly pay my school taxes if tho
children would only attend school, but tosce those
children 1o whose interests tho law was spacially
fromed, idling sbout when there is a school pro-
vided is very unsatisfactory *

The provisions of the law are suflicient!; string-
ent to keep tho schoal open if any parent having
children in the district wishes to have school privi-
leges provided for them  If the people refuse to
provide the necessary accommodation there is a
provision in the act by which the Board of Educa-
tion can do it for them. This plainly, then, is not
sufficicut.

As to the people seeing what is Lo their advan.
tage, without compulsion, we guote from the 1482
report of John March, Esq, Supt. of St. John
schools :

Attendance. —Some particulars in regard to the
percentage of enrolled pupils dsily present during
cach term and throughout the school year are given
1n another place, but the importance of the subject
of attendance demands a further paragraph

The actual number of pupils caro! leg upun all
the school registers for the wiuter term was 8,652,

would be given to popular education; but the ad-
vancement made in respect to the latter has far,
cutstripped the growth of the former.” |

Those who have aided in founding and bringing :

to perfection our cxcclicnt system of cducation |
will fecl 8 pardonable pride in reading the abore |

tics as “ theorctically the best iu Amcricn,” and |
‘* one of the wost perfect, in its principles at Yeast, |

and for the summer term 8,818, with a reported

total for the year of 4,171, It nceds but littlo |

| consideration to become convinced that this aum-

ber is far beneath that of tho children of schoolable
age resident withia the limits of this school dis-
trict.

The psrticulars of the ccosus of 1881, showing !
extract It is referted to by two excellentauthori- | the population by age, bas not yet come to band, :

but a fairly correct ides can be formed by takiog
the figures of 1871 and applying to them the family
basis as given in the information already pub-

to be found in any state or country.” Are not all ; fished .
who are interested in our educational development, In 1871 thero were inthe city ¢f 5t Joho 5,666

stimulated by these words to mako the practsend, |
cvery-day work of this system tell to the utmost in l

its favor,and to produce thase substantial results that

femilics, aod tho population between tho ages of 6
aod 16 years amouated to 6,878 Our schools re-
ceive pupilt at 5 years of age and provide for them
ag eleven Feara® conrse, so that really theso fgures

its most ardent friends and supporters claim for it? | from our standpoint cught to be increased to some-
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thing over 7,000. In 1881 the number of families
had fallen to 5,178, and upon the former basis, the
population boetween tho ages of 8 and 10 years
would amount at present to 6,281. Add the chil-
dren between 5 and § years and our schoolable
population  probably numbers somowhere in the
ucighborhood of 6,500,

The gusttlon ie nardinant horae 4 Wham durine
tho past year, were the twenty-thres or twenty-four
hundred children, which conetitutes the diffcrence
betwween tho attendanco as it was, and the attend-
ance as it ought to havo been?”

True, maoy children are not sent to school at
such atender age as five years, from prudeatial
considerations on the part of the parents, and many
others ate taken from schoo! before they have com-
pleted the full course, to start out for themeelves
into the various avenues of business, whilst others
are receiviog ipstruction in private schools, at
home and abroad. But, allowing the widest mar-
gin for all this, there is reason to inquire again:
“ Why was oot a very much larger proportion—at
least a third more—of vur achoolahte children pro-
fiting by tho educational advantages which the law
and tho authorities acting under it, bave so liber-
ally provided?” Thesd questions aro of grave im-
portance in view of the futurce interests of our city
and country. But there is something oven worse,
if t".at be possible, than the fuct thet so many arc
entirely oblivious of the well-being of the commun-
ity » : this respect. The school year consisted of
21{ ays, butthe average number of dsys that tho
wl. ie cnrolment belonged to the schools was but
17 whilst the average days of attendancs was but

There was, consequently, a loss by thoso
minally attendiog school of 138,025} school days
during the year. Of 4this lost time, 88,294 days
wero reported to bo caused by sickness, and 13,428
on account of bad weather. The remaining 87,-
203} days were lost mainly through preventable
causes, were the people only alive to the terriblo
wasto of time and money which such a neglect of
attendance produces, to say nothing of tho careless
and injurions habits which non-attendance is apt
to fasten upon the gruwing youth of the city.

AT TRE opening of & new term of the Nova
Scotia Normal Schoo}, at Truro, a few dara since,
the attendance was much smeller than that of the
past term.  This, says the Trurd Sun, may be ac-
counted for in two ways- *First, by the abolition
of the D class  This class we always considered
an cxcrescence, and something quite beneath the
digaity of the Provincial Normal School; there-
fore we are glad it is done away with. Aoother
reason which may be given for the small attend-
600 i8 that tho great i io the ber of
teachers in ths Proviuce of late years, which bas
caused s6 much competition as to reduce salarics
to an cxteat that renders the position less degirable
The opening address on the subject, *The Com-
mon School,’ was delivered by Dr. Hall Mayor
Muir, Rev. Mr. Cummiog, Rev. Mr Paaicl and
Dr. Allison all gavo words of welcome and sound
advice to the students.”

Tue American Teacher gives the followlng vory
ensible advice: Despize not yourown tzlent. Most
teachers succeed in some department of their work.
There fs more good teaching than the profession

" gets credit for  But some teacher who unduly mag-

—— -

nifies her own special tact or skill makes other
teachers distrust thelrowa worth  While holding
yourself ready to Iecarn of any oae and every ono
who has a fresh live Idea, do.pot allow any ooo to
undermine your confidonce i Yourself, Better be
yourself than an imitator, Cso tho !hothLs of
others to scason your method Do not permit your-
sclf to bo used to scason other peoplo’s thoories.

R Rt T . I S



