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him to make full pro ision for the spiritual wants of his people, as being
in fact in a staie of real and hopeless sepuration from the chureh; and he
ditl some years aiterwards so fur relav, as 10 allow of preaching in church
hours under certain circumstances, as 1. When the minister was wicked;
or held pernicious doctrine; 2. When the churches would not contain
the population of a town; or where the chureh was distant.  In that case
he preseribed reading the Psalms and [essons and part of the Liiurgy.
And for this purpose, as well as for the use of the American Sceieties, he
published his abridgement of the Commmnon Prayer, under the tide of the
¢ Sunday Scrviee of'the Methodizts.”

In the fvllowing year he printed an Address to the Clergy, plaia, affec-
tionate and powertuly breathing at onee the spirit of an Apostle, and the
feeling of' a brother  Happy it that eall had heen heard? He might per-
haps be influenced i+ this by a still lingering hope of a revival of the
spirit of zeal and prety among the ministers of the Established Chureh;
in which case that separation of’ his people from the charch, which he
began 1o foresee as otherwise inevitable, he thonght might be prevented;
and this he had undoubtedly much at heart.  Under the same view it
probably was that in 1764, he addres<ed a eircular to all the serious clergy
whom he knew, inviting them to a closer co-uperation in promoting the
influence of’ relizion in the land, without any saerifice of opmion, and
b ing still at liberty, as to outward order, to remain ‘“quite regular, or
quite irregular, or partly regular and partly irvegular.””  Of the thirty-
four clergymen addres<ed, only three veturned any answer.  From this
time he gave ap alt hope of a formal connenion with even the pious
clergy; and he theretore set himself with deep seriousness to perpetuate
the unicn of his preachers. At the Conference of 1769, he read a paper
the olijet of which was to bind the preachers together by a closer tic, and
to provilde for the continuancee ot their union afier his death.  They were
to engage solemniy to devote themselves to God, to preach the old Me-
thadist doctriue, and to maintain the old Methodist discipline; after Mr.
We-ley’s death, they were to repaiv to London, and thos¢ who chose to
act in concert were to draw up articles of agreement; whilst such as did
not s» agree were 1o be dismissed *in the most friendly way possible.”
They were then to choose a committee by voie, each of the members of
which wus to be Moderator in his turn, and this committce was to enjoy
Mr. Wesley’s power of proposing preachers to be admitted or excluded,
of appointing their stations for the ensuing year, and of tixing the time of
the next Conterence.  "Uhis appears to have been the first sketeh of an
ccclesiastical constitution for the body, and it mainly consisted in the en-
tire delegation of the power which Mr. Wesley had always exercised, to
a committec of preachers to be chosen by the rest when assembled in
Conference.  Ancther and more eligible provision was suhsequently
made; but this sufiiciently shows that My, Wesley had given vy all hope
of union with the church; and his cfiorts were henceforth direeted merely
to prevent any thing hive formal ~eparation, and the open renunciation of
her communion, during a3 lite, by allowing his preachers to administer
the saeraments,



