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after his return to England, are stud-
ies of theinselves.

We have said Mr. Stanicy's style is
that of the newspaper correspondent.
The reader xviii discover that after ten
minutes' perusal of his narrative. We
do flot mention this to the discredit of
Mr. Stanley, at ail. His book contains
a pood deal of slip-shod ifriting, but it
is ail bright and intensely interesting.
In a book of travel and adventure by
a gentleman wvhose natural tastes lead
himi to exciude dry statements of facts,
and whose mind is active and whose
feelings are picturesque and full of
colour, w-e may expeet just such a
sketchy, graphie book as this one
is. ùt is a book which manv w iii
read because it is so writteu, aîîd its
convmcing earîîestîiess is a very charni
of itseif. Stanley is fond of bold ac-
tions. H1e is equaily fond of boid
writing. ' Through the Dark Conti-
nent' attempts the solution of the
problei which baffled the skill of
Livingstone, Speke, Burton, Grant,
Caîneron, and others, and cletails the
incidents of a life in the country ex-
tending over a period of two years.
ciglit months, and twenty days.

Mr. James Freemnan Clarke wields
a fasciînating pen. Ris 'Tèn G4reat
Religions 'and ' Common Sense in Re-
ligioni' have an interest of their own,
and they enlist the sympathies of the
reader at once. It is worth noting
here the fact that Mr. Clarke's larger
work lias penetrated into the reniotest
corners of the earth. Lt lias been en-
countered in China, andi in many p)arts
of Europe it lias gained a strong and
secure foothoid. It is a book of deep
interest and earnest thouglit. Lt is
not dry and colourless, but a briglit
book, fascinating, courageous, and
brilliant. It occupies a place in lite-
rature ail its own, and its admirers
increase every day. Mr' Clarke is
equaily successfui as a biographer.
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11e possesses a charmîing and culti-
vated style, and a winning way. Hie
î.s neyer slovenlv itor careiess, and bis
utterances have aiways a manly tone
about thein. He lias managed to put
a good deal of lis strength in bis iatest
work,* and his peculiar characteristics
appear on every page. We have some
nineteen or twentx- agreeabie sketches
of mnen, who, in their time, wieided a
certain influence, oftentimes a very
great influence, and somnetimes a very
pleasant one. The reader, in glancing
down the list of naines, is apt to select
the papers which treat of his own
heroes first, and lie can. read the book
ini this way, for it is not a continuous
narrativ e. It begins w-ith the War
(4overnor of -Massachusetts, John AI-
bion Ai1drew, ani conulîîds with
William Hull, the grandfatlier of the
author. A fine chapter is devoted to
an estimate of the life and writings,
and it mai lie added the influence, of
Jean Jacques Rousseau, of wvhoni Na-
poleon once sai(i, ' without hiin there
would have been no Frenchi Revolu-
tioni.' A few pages are taken up with
a sketch of IRobert J. Breckinridge,
anti another cliapter describes Wash-
ington and the secret of biis influence.
The paper on Shakespeare wili attract
many readers. Lt is admirabiy thouglit
out, and sonie verv ciever b)its of ama-
lysis anti criticisul are introduced. An
incident iii the life of Junius Brutus
Booth is a very amusing and attrac-
tive paper, and Mi. Clarke relates the
storv with consumimate tact anti good
humîour. in 1834 lie was summoned
by the tragedian to assist at the buriai
Of Soule frien<ls of Booth's. The
friends proved to lie a bus/tel of iu•ld
pigeons ! The sketch of George D.
Prentice-one of the wittiest men
who ever iived, and at the saine time
a scathing, trenchant writer-is very
interestingly written. It is full of
anecdote of the intrepid editor of the

lLouisville Cowrier-Journal, and ex-
ihibits ail the phases of bis character.

Charles Sumner, Theodore Pârker, the
Channings and theiî' contemporaries,


