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of Albion had attracted the Roman legions ta the shores of Britain, a customi
previled ai-ongst the aborigines of the island in connection Iwith a sacred
annwversary hield about the close of eacli year, ivhich lias not even yet lost
its significance. WVhen the imotatdy arrived, the native Bretons
acconipanied by thecir priests, the Druids, ivent forth in great pomp ta gather
the mystic parasit2. 'I'Iey reverenced the mistieto as a sacred plant which
possessed hcaling virtues, and which brought sin-,ular favor ta those wearing
it. WVe nîay bc wrong in ascribing ta the Roman Saturnalia the arigin of
the 25th of December as the day fixed for the observance of the Nativity of
aur Saviaur, but there can be no niistake in asserting that niany of the beliefs
and usages of aur German ancestars, and also of the Romans, touching this
great festival, passed froin heathenism ta Christianity, and have partly
suri'ived ta the l)rCseflt day. Let scholars continue their ingeniaus attemipts
ta fix the precise day and nontlî when the Saviaur of mankind 'vas born ; as
for us, ive are sa tisfied ta keep one day in meinory of the Nativity, and the
25 tih of Deceinber îvhich lias been observed by Christian communities for so
many cenituries is certainly as good as a day in October, jamiuary, April or
May, since it secems impossible at present ta arrive at any certain conclusion
as ta the actual and precise date of the event.

It waould l)e rather interesting to, notice the variaus kinds of festivities with
which the recurrence of Chîristmas lias been celebrated, bath iii heathen and
Christian countries, with a view of markiiig the graduai changes whichi the
sprcad of Christianity and the consequent advance of civilization have effected
in the method of abserving that eventful season. At present wve can only
glance at this entertaining, suîbject. The Roman Saturnalia, lias alrcady
been rncntioned as a tirne ivhien gencral license %vas granted ta, amusements
of every description. During this festive season there was an utter abolition
of ail distinctions between the usually ividcly separated castes. The hoinely
pleb in his coarse tunie was then permnitted ta approach the lafty patrician in
his fine loga and offer his festive greetings. The higli and loîv îith. many a
gaad-naturcd jest and fricndly taunt ivended their way througli the gaily
decorated streets or passag es of the Irnperial city tow'ards the chier centres of
amusement and attraction; ivhcther ta the forum, îvhere the votaries of
fashion, the weaith and renown of the city gathered ta gossip and compare
notes, or ta the Circus MlNaxin-us, or Campus Martius where are lield the
great chariot races, the athletic contests, shamn batties, etc. Such were the
pleasures that attended tic greatest of the Roman festivals, many of themn
indeed of such a cruel nature as ta disgrace the character of the Romans as
a civilized people. We have also referred ta the gathering of the mistîcto
aniong the J3ritons at thiis season. Many games of a varied nature ivere also
intraduced froni time ta time, anc of which wvas the Tournanient or Joust.
It wvas hield ivithin an enclosed space called the lists. Ladies and nobles sat


