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Portugal's Vasco da Gama.

The stimp recelntly j.laced on sale hy
I>ortngal to aid i n celebrating the (buadri-
ceîîtennial ,Jubilee iii hunlor of the dariîîgr
ivigatur Vasco d (la aina, compraises a set
oif cighit Stamps beaUutifully elàgruvedl and
colured.

This daignaviguator wlîo was the first
to circuinnavigate the globe, huad been
1a'ought up a Sbea1iu11ali an t an early age
had tuken part ini a nurnber of expeditioî.i

ulagthe coasr, of Afriea. Prior to tlîis
tinie he, in ii anpany with other voyagers,
Iîad visited islands, supposedA to Uc the
Culte Veerde Islands, far ont of sighit of
lanîd. Tiï seenied hazardons to tht, world
whieh ut tlîut tiine se2niel to comprise
Europe and the countries around the Mcd-
iterraneuit Sea. This sea and its countries
arouîîd were believed to be the centre of
the world.. WVhen a naviguttor was inspi-
rod by love of udventure suificient t(> reucli
and l)ass tUe equator, which wvas thon sup)-
pased to rest ovcr "boiling hot e,"it was
surely a couragreous act and can be corn-
pareil to tUe adventures of a Peary or a
Nanseni. The richi produets of the East
were broughit by way of Egypt and the,
Mediterranean. Cape Non on the Africztn
Coast, by its nine, told the maritime ad-
venturers that there was nothing to dis-
cover heyond.

But Prince H-enry anil King John II of
I>ortugal stimnulated voyagers hy gold aund
presents to scck the riches of India by the
water route. Munual, the succeeding Kin-

of l>ortuiigul. m-as terrilIy ini eartiest to ouit-
dlo rival imartime Ipowers-. lie titte(l* ont
four- largc slîips (silliposed to Uc about the
size of a thirty or forty foot slîip and
about half as wide as long) anid kiîowing
the, courage of Vasco dut Gaina, chose hina
te go arouîîd the Cape- of Stornis unit sail
qp the coast beyoiul to the rich indies.
Thjis route whîehà was tUe hope of King
Johnt causedl the Capje of Storins to Uc re-
chiristeiiedl the Cape of G..ood Hope. The
expedition of King Mutiai set sait front
Lishon July 8, 1497 utider the coinitnund
of Vascoda (iumina. On tic thtirdl of Novein-
bier thîey smihed inito the Bay of St. ileleit
not far fron Cape of (,ood Hope. Here
thîey foutal suvages wiîo ut first greeted
thei kindly until un epbisode occurred be-
tween one of his saïlors and a native
womnan whjclî caused tUe natives to shower
stones umdjuvelins ut thern. They immmcd-
iately eni)arked aimd went up the eastern
coast making a landing. after nine duy's
sailing. in the Bay of St. Braz. Ilere civ-
lii.ed man first saw the largest of beasts,
the elephant. This is represented on one
of the stauinps of the present Jultilee set.
The explorers then sailed to Natal then to
MaIidagra-scar and then aguin to the conC-
tient touching ut Mo7.ambique. One of the
staimps bus Ueit engraved to represent thi!à
laîiding. Here they w~ere surprised to find
a city with walls, tower-, and minarets,
a nd people as highîly ci vilized us tlmeiselves.

Trhe Mohomedans and Mozainhiquein
formied D)a (arno of the lîest route to India
and on May 17, 1498 the expeditioîi left


