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THD ANMARANTH,

latter portion of their history is more imme-
diately connected with the present subjeet, we
may be permitted to offer a few genceral remarks
therenpon.

The perfectinsect, issuing from its t mporary
shroud, provided with mecans and instincts,
widely distinet from those of which it was
possessed during any previcus period of its lfe,
spreads its new-born wings and launches into
an element in which it never before was capa-
ble of venturing.

But thereis little time wasted in unprofitable
amusement, the chief attention scems to be di-
rected to the preservation of its specivs, indeed,
jt seems to be the main intention of Nature,
in effecting the last transformation, that an op-
portanity should be given cach inscct to make
provision for a continuance of kind; as soon
after the accomplishment of that purpose they
almost invariably die,—and though some may
linger out a few months, yet the greater num-
ber do not survive until their progenyis hatch-
ed, but seem to have fulfilled the last object of
their lives, and are content to relinquish the du-
ties of their little sphere to the brood which the
ensting summer is sure to bring forth, with its
vivifying beams.

Insects in this stage eat little, and therefore
we do not observe any very great enlargcment
in iheir growth, as they attain full size while
in the aurclia. In some inscets (a specics of
ephemera, for instance,) the purposcs of this
stage are completed in a couple of hours, and
in some countrics, at ccrtain periods, imyriads
are seen springing into air, while myriads arc
continually falling, until the ground is covered
with their lifcless remains.  Itseemsaremark-
able provision of Nature, that females, during
the progress of pa: turition, are more tenacious
of life than at any other period—a fact which
strikingly illustrates the great importance at-
tached by the Almighty to the prescrvation of
species. We have observed this in various
moths, which were fourd most difficult to de-
prive of life, for the purposeof study, whilelay-
ing; for, though impaled in the usual way, they
still persisted in depositing ova, in a regular
manner, on the hox where they were fastened,
asif unsuseeptible of pain—the force of instinct
triumphing over every other fecling.

Insects usnally deposit their cggs singly, or

* 1 groups, vpon or near those substances on

which their larvac feed ; with the exception of
some that hallow excavations, or fabricate nests |
in which their yonng ..re brought forth; and
here are secn evidences of the most s .rprising

ingenuity and labour. In the first insiance, we

cannot sufficiently admure the sagacity of ty
mothet in selectng a locahty so favourable fo:
the nounshment of the future progeny, whog
habits and structure are so different from hs
own; for it must be remembered that she ha
undergone scveral complete transmigrauons
and may be considered inevery respect a differ-
ent species, save i the undeviaung faculty ¢
pruducing « v oro, anndividual of the typefron
whichitoriginally sprung. Itiswellknownthe
substances in a state of decomposition, are a fz-
vourite nidus for the maturation of insect cggs:
which has given rise to the opinion, that maz
gotswere produced spontancously from the fer-
mentation of dead bodies, instead of resulung
from innumerable ova, implanted therein by
insects, attracted through tie effluvia of putre
faction. And thus we trace a wise and bene-
ficient purpose cffected by means of these, ap-
parcntly insigraficant. creatures, in the econe
my of Nature; for, as the larvae feed vora
ciously upon those substances, in that munne
carrion and other offensive orgame remmnsar:
destroyed, winch would otherwise contamnat:
the atmosphere, and prove injurious to the
health or comfort of mankimd.

Among insccts of prey,”there is a large fz
mily, (Ichncumons) the ndividuals of wiich
have this pecoharity : they are furnished with
a borer, (eripositor) projccting like a bnstleor
tail, ftom the abdomen, by means of whit
they are cnabled to penetrate the bark of trees,
the bodics of other insects, and even their eggs.
for the purpose of lodging ova in their sub
stance. All larvae are subject to the attacks
of 1hese parasites, parucularly those of moths
and butterflies; and, strange to say, a cate-
pilar has been known to survive several broods
generated in this manner, in the fatty maten!
of which itis composed—even when lungsan:
heart have buen devoured, and the smmal e
duced to a mere hollow sack. So nunutear
some of these tormentors, that a butterflys
epe has been known to contain several of thew
in its interior.

Some insccis cover thar eggs with down
wluch is furmished from their own bodies, as1
protection from the seventy of winter. Th:
Gipsey Moth is an instance of tlus kind, and,
to accomplish this purposc, her tail is covere
with a bunch of that matenal, which shear
taches to her cggs by means of a glutinou:
fluid, with which they arec moistened. Theve
rious methods in which inscet eggs are dex
sited are very curious; some are ranged nt
circle, some enclasp a twig, ke a braccle
whilc others again arc wound round the branes



