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and a company (about sixty) of Glengarry
Fencibles.  Armstrong adds ; “in the contest
that followed, Forsyth lost some men, but no
credit.” We grant the former, as the defence
made by the handful of men,thenon the ground,
was so determined that Forsyth would have
found it difficult to effecta landing had he not
been speedily reinforced by Major King and
a battalion of infantry. The landing of the
main body under General Pike now enabled
the enemy to advance morce boldly, and to
drive back the British, (whose numbers had
been in the meantime increased by the arrival
of some two hundred and twenty militia, and
fifty of the Newfoundland regiment,) from one
position to another. The stand made at some
of these positions was very gallant, as two
companies of the 8th regiment (abovt two
hundred strong) had now joined. James
says, “the whole of the American troops, at
this time on shore, amounted, by their own
accounts, to upwards of one thousand, These
were met by two hundred and ten men of the
8th, and Newfoundland, regiments, and about
two hundred and twenty militia, who made a
formidable charge upon the American colum.n,
and partially compelled it to retire.” Rein-
forced, however, by the fresh troops that
were continually being landed, the Americans
rallied and compelled the British to retire,
partially covered in their retreat by the
Lattcries which, insignificant as they were,
had still done good service, by partially occu-
pying the attention of the cnemy’s vessels,
which bad by this time, from their light
draught of water, approachied within gun-shot,
The companics of the 8th regiment suffered
materially from their ignorance of the roads,
the grenadiers being nearly annihilated, and
t1is was the more to be regretted, as their
gallantry was without any beneficial results,
the main landing having been effected before
their arrival. General Sheafle appears to have
laid his plans very badly; by early dawn the
alarm of the enemies’ approach was given;
yet so confused does every movement appear
to have been, that we find only a few Indians
+and a handful of militia on the spct to oppose
a landing, while the two companics of the Sth
were left to find their way through woods
and cover without proper direction or guides.
We find, in addition, Adjutant Gen.Shaw, with
abody of men and a brass six-pounder, taking up

a position on the line of Dundas strect, where
he . :mained, taking no part in the action.
We do not blame Adjutant Gen. Shaw for
this, as we presume he had his orders, but
we question the judgment which placed him
in such a position, as it was not probable that
the Americans would advance by that route,
leaving in the rear, a force which,small as it
was, had kept them in check for six hours.
On the retreat of the British, a movement
cffected through the woods, the Americans
advanced and carried, without much resist-
ance, the first defence: advancing towards
the second, and observing the fire cecase sud-
denly, Pike concluded, and not unreasonably,
that it was for the purpos» >f making
proposals for a surrender, and unfortunately
halted his troops while yet at a distance of
two hundred yards from the main battery.
We say, unfortunately, as, had they advanced,
the major part of them must have perished in
the explosion which took place on the firing
of the magazine, which had been just

lown up by Sergeant Marshall to prevent the
cnemy gaining possession of a large quantity
of powder deposited there. Ingersol styles
the blowing up of the magazine * a vile strat-
agem ;" and Thomson accuses General Sheaffe
of treachcerously ordering the train to be laid,
and of artfully placing several cart loads of
stones to increase the effect.  This is quite in-
correct, as we do not think Sheafle clever
enough to have suggested sucha plan; besides,
Marshall distinctly stated that had he known
Giencral Sheaffe wished it, or had it occurred
to himsclf, he could casily have blown up the
enemy by giving ten minutes more port fire.
1Iad he done so, the destruction of the whole
column would have been the natural conse-
quence. A vast amount of nonsense, relative
to this affair, has been penned by American
historians, who do not seem to reflect that
this was an invading force, and that the mine
has always been a legitimate mode either of
attack or defence. In the present instance,
the only olject in blowing up the magazine
was to prevent General Pike getting posses
sion of the powder; it was, therefore, blown up,
and very clumsily too, it was dorc, as several
of the British troops were killed or wounded
by the explosion. We heartily agree with
James, “that even had the whole column
been destroyed, the Americans would but



