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2 . THE CANADIAN EVANGELIST. (Oct. 1, 1892
Glontributions. mation of the regnant gloty of the] Lord's house <hall be established in the | from the dead” , . . *We have beenjcation of the new covenant, and shows
e omrizee s e _ oo o] Chuist, that as dittinctly matks Fente- {top of the niountaing, . . . for out of | diseluryed feom the fawy, saring died fo| that the chuich o5 not exist before the
The Commission vs. Denomina-| st as the dirthday of the church, as|Zion shall go forth the law, and the | that tokercin 10e 1vere holden” (Romans|death of Christ.  In support of this
tlonalism. did the display at Sinai signalize thelword of the lord from Jferwsalem”|vii. 1.6}, It was put to death when}fact let it be marked,
Vil Pentecost after the first passover as the F{1sa. i, 2, 3}, Thelaw of Moses went | ““ nailed 1o the cross,” says the same] 4. That there are insuperable ob.

T, B. KNOwWLES,

When the old world was swept away
with a flood and God made a covenant
with the new, through Noah, he gaveto
that event an cverlasting prominence,
by constituting the “bowin thecloud ”
the token of that covenant, And
when again he rejected the whole idola.
trous world, and called Abram to be
the Father of a peculiar nation, through
which the Messiah should cowe, he
gave 10 him " the covenant of areum-
dsion)” 2 rite, that was to be a ''token
of the covenant,” and that should com-
memorate that important event through-
out all gencrations.  And when God
breught to an end the old patriarchay
age, and organized a new and better
system, and gave to his chosen nation
the covenant of the law, and wnstituted
the tabernacle service, it was done at
Sina, amid scenes of grandenr and
mayesty that distinguished it from all
evenis that  had preceded a1, and
matked the birth of that dispensation
as 2 very important cpoch in the re-
ligious history of man.

Now, would it not he most natural,
thetefore, for the mmauguration of the
churel or kingdom of Jesus Christ :*
the most important institution of
all iime, the theme of prophecy, from
the fall of man for four thousand years,
of which the costly tabernacle and
temple with their splendid service vere
but types; and more, thet scheme of
redemption, and grandest manifesta
tion of divine mercy, that was born
alike ot the Father's love and the
agonies of his only begotten Son ! [
repsat then, would it not be most

R or Josud
Chnst wonld be attended with raani-
festations of divinte power and majesty
that should signalize the eventas equal
1o that of Sinai, at least? ‘The op-
posite supposition does not harmonize
with the plain Scriptural examples,
the divine otder, given.

It 1s evident that therc is no event
from the giving of the law to the resur.
rection of Chust, that s thus signalized
as the beginning of a new kingdom and
system of setvice and worship.  On the
other hand, after Chnist rose fiom the
dead he positively assores the disciples
that a/f authorily \n heaven on eatth i
iz, and commands thein to proclaim
his sole right to the faith and obedience
of mankind, to the whole creauon, He
Kives to them the law of pardon, charges
them to tarry a: Jerusalem till em.
powered from on high, then ascends
to his throne.  Nine days are spent by
the disciples in puvate prayer the
tenth day, FPenfecost, 1s signalized by
the descent of the Holy Spint, the
Apostle’s baptism in the Hofy Spirit,
and speaking as he gave them utter
ance, the announcement of the supreme
Lotdship of Jesus, as ruler and posscs-
sor of the kingdom, and of the
law of induction :nto his kingdom ac.
cording to the new covenint, for the
first titne.  Add to this, the fact that
penitent sinners were received that day
upon their personal faith in Jesus as
the crucified, raited, and glorified Son
¢f God, and upon thar humble te-
pentapce and womersion in Ars same
for the first time in the world’s hustory ;
and we have a display of divine power
and majesty and the enforcement of a
new law of forgiveness, and full procla.

*The Jigtinction sooght 1o be made be.
twoen *tchwrch ™ aod ‘' kingdom,™ by some,
ts parely gratuitons,  Qur Saviour used these
terma synonymously, as (Matt: «l. 18, 19, 28)
clently showr.  ** Upoa this rock T will build
wychuriA1” 4 I willgivevolotheethakeyr of
the Limpdom,” and * coming in At Kimgderm,”
are cxamples of this use of hese terms in b
New Testamenl. .

nalural tq expect that the inauguratio;’

hirthday of the old cconomy. The
birth of the church on Pentecost is
clearly distinguished 1 the commus.
sion, and is marked as the grandest
epoch of the ages!  In the further
proof of this let us adduce a few plain
arguments,

1. The analogy of these two epochs
is very steiking ; the first, & type of the
sccond. (1) ‘The patriarchal dispensa.
uon clased with the slaying of the
paschal lamb i Egvpt, us reh:igious
system in which the father or head of
the houschold was pricst and mediator,
(as Jub 1 §) wasabolished, preparatory
to the bringing in of & new pricrthood
and a better system. S0 the Jewixh
dispensation came to an end wihen
Chuet, “our passover,” was sacrificed
for us {1 Cor. v, 7), and the Jewish
system of legal worstup, and the old
cov -nant, abolished at A death, for
he *blonted out the bond written in
ordinantes that was against us, which
was ¢ ntrary 10 us 3 and he hath taken
it out of the way, nailing 1t to the
cross ” (Col, it 14), and this was pre.
paratoty to the giving a better cove-
nant, the gospel in its entirely. (2)
Israel obeymg the command of God
was saved from the judgment that fell
upon Lgypt, through the blood of the
slain lamb(Ex. xu, 7, ¢3}. It isthrough
the blood of Jesus Christ the church i
saved from the judgments that-. i fail
upon the disobedient chﬂ’d, " with
precious blood as af-a 1amb without
blesmsh and without spot, even the
blood of Chrigt "(2 Peterr 19), *In
whom ws fave oue redemption through
his bioed * {Eph. 1. 7)eand many more
| shiow this.  (3) The feast of the pass-
over was given to commemorate the
one cvent 3 the Lord’s supper 1o com-
uremorate the other,  (4) An interim
of forty-nine days intervenes between
the departure of Israel out of Egyptian
night and bondage, and the day on
which the law was given. While on
the fiftieth day, ot Penteost, the new
or Jewish dispensation began, and the
Sinaitic covenant was dedicated, and
the tabernacle service with ats new
priesthood established. S, on the
filtieth day, or the Pentecost after Jesus
left the mght of the tomb, and forever
spoiled the dominion of death, * death
no more hath dominion over him”
(Rom. vi. 9), the Christtan age ‘e
gan, and the gape), the new covenant,
was proclaimed under the regn and
evetlasing priesthood of Christ.

2. According to the law of contrast,
the clearest distinction is drawn be
tween the two religious institutions,
the Jewish and the Christian. (1) The
spirit and gemius of the two systems
contrasted. The law was, * The min
istration of death, written and engraven
on s‘onc ;' the gospel 15, * The minis-
tration of the spiril”  Thal was the
ministry of cndemnation : this, * the
mimsteation of righteonsness” (2 Cor,
i 7, 9). .And this is lorcibly lustrat.
ed by a single fact—namely, a1 the
giving of the law on Sina for ther
disrezard, for the commandment of the
Lord and of that law hy which came
“1he knowledge of sin,” and whose
penalty was death, 3009 souls perished /
But, at the giving of “the law of the
spirit of life,” the Gospel, on Pentecont,
3003 persons, yielding to the terms of
the new covenant honest obedience,
were sated,  In Romans vill, 2, the
apostle puts the contrast 1n a clear
light, thus : ¥ For the faw of the spirit of
iicin Christ Jesusmademefreelromthe
law of sin and of death” (3} Thetwo
systems are conirasted as to the #ime
and pluce of their origin, by the prophet
Isaiah: ¥ And it shall come to pass in
the Jast days, that the mountain of the

| which 1s our mother.” .

forth from Mount Sinal; but the law of
Christ went forth from Mount Zion,
tsuo years Jater.  Zhal, on the first
pentecost after the sacrifice of the pas.
chal lamb ; but 744, on the first pente-
cost after the sacrifice of “the Lamb of
God.” 'T'he first is represented by the
bondwoman, Hagar, and her bondson,
in Paul's “allegory,” in Gal. iv.; but
the Jas/, by Sarah, the true wife of Ab.
raham, and her son of promise.  “ For
these wonicn arc lwo covenants ; one
from Mount Sinal, bearing children
unto bondage, which is Hagar )" .
“ut the Jerusalem 1hat isabove is frec,
.« “Cast out
the handmaid” (he law) “and her
son” {the adherents of the law); “for
the son of the handnnid skall not fn-
Aerit twith the son” (the church of
Christ) " of the free woman” (the gos.
pel, or new covenant)  Again, the
glory of the first was to pasr anay,
while the glory of the Auf was to “ea.
ced in glory.” Says Paul, “1f the
ministeation of death, written and en.
graven on stones” (*he ten command.
ments), "' came with glory, . . . which
glory was passing awdy , how shall not
rather the ministeatlun of the spirit”
(the gospel) ** Le with glory?” . . * For
if that which passeth away” (the law)
" was with glory, moch more that which
remaineth” (the gospel) “is in glory”
(z Cor. ili. 7.11). (3) The king.
dom, or church, of Jesus Christ
is revetywhere spoken of as a sew
institution, and not the old one
patched up; not as *a picce of un-
dressed cloth upon an old garment”
Six bundred ycars before the Chiis
tian era, God said through his prophet,
“ Behold, the days gome, saith the
Lord, that 1 will make™® mérr covenant
with the house of Israel, and with the
house of Judah ; not according to the
covenant that [ made with their fathers
in the day that 1 took them by the
hand o bring them out of the land ¢f
Egypt,” cte, (Jer. xxxi 31, 32). And
the apostle, in applying this prophecy,
gives the teason and meavssily for a new
covenant-~namely, that the firs? was
Jaully (Heb. viii. 7, 8), and says, “In
that he saith, a #eio covenant, he hath
made the firsf o/d.  But that which is
becoming old and waxeth aged is nigh
unto vanishing away” (v. 13). Again:
* He faketh away \he first, that he may
establith the second. By which will we
have been sanctified through the offer-
ing of the body of Jesus Christ once
for all” (x o 10). Unce morc the ap-
ostle's testimony must be  heard
Writing with tespect to the end of the
law’s authonty and dominion, he says,
clasung himsell with the Jews, ¢ But
before faith” {the gospel) “came, we
were kept in ward under the law, shut
up unto the faith which should after-
waid be revealed.  So that the law is
become our tutor to bring us unto
Christ, that we might be justified by
faith. But now that faith is come, 7w
are no fonger under a tuler,” the lare of
Aores (Galk isi. 23-25).  And his argu-
ment in Romans vii, is even still
stronger, He argues that the o/d cove-
nant, or law, is dead, hence it can now
have no dominion over the Jew, and, of
course, aver no onc clse, reeing that it
naver was given for the Genlile world 1o
obey. ‘Thus the apostle reasons: As
“the woman that hath a husband is
bound by law to her husband sehile ke
fiveth . but if the husband die, she is
Jiseharged from the law of the hus-
band ;" she s free, *if the husband
dic.” 8o, the faw being dead, he says,
“ Wherclore, my brethren, ye also were
made dead to the lase through the hody
of Chtist, that yo shauld be goimed fo

ansther, even to him who was raised

apostie {Col. i, 14}, (4) The apostle
shows that the priesthood of Aaron was
done away, and that Christ became a
high priest afier the order of Mclchise:
dec, and not being of the tribe of Levi,
but of Judah, that therefore there was
a change made in the priesthood ; the
old was faben azvay, and the see cstab-
lished. His conclusion is, “ For the
priesthood being changed, there is
made of necessity o change also of the
law” (Heb. vil. 12). But “ Jesus be-
came the surety of a delier covenant,”

. .jand **hath his priesthond unchange-

able.,” + He is the mediator ofa detter
covenant,” ' of a ner covenant,” having
dicd * for the redemption of the trans-
aressions that werc under the firs? cov-
cnant” (Heb vwiii. 6, g, 15). All of
this shows conclusively that the Jewish
and Christian churches were, distine-
tively, different institutions.  {5) But
the fact that the prophet declared,
nearly nine hundred years after the law
had been given, that " 1n the dayr of
these things shall the God of heaven set
tip a kingdom, which shall never be Je

stroyed” (Dan, ii. 44); and it is well
known that this, promised to take place
“in the Jatter days,” had reference to
the times of the Roman cmperors—
this fact, 1 say, clearly shows that the
kingdom of Christ is altogether a differ-
ant one from that set up at Sinaj, and
that it was mol then in existence ; and
of course had uo existence, neither in
the days of Abraham, nor al Sinai. It
need hardly be said that the kingdom
of Jesus Christ could have no existence
while the former une continued ; and it
is certain that the former one continued
until Christ “100k it out of the way,”
nailing its constitution *‘to the crose”
His kingdom, therefore, hid no exis!-
ence till affer his death.  And when he
had kept the [ast passover, and slept
the last Sabbath in the tomb that were
ever required to be kept under the old
covenant, he became *the end of 2he
latr unto righteousness o cvery one
that believes.”

3. But further, it is an indisputable
fact, that the kingdom or church of
Jesus Christ could »o¢ have been or-
ganized d¢fore the dedication of its
covenant ; and it is also certain that
the new covenant ewnld nsl be dedi
cated withon? the shedding of Mwod,
This 1s fully sustained by the statement
of the apostle, that *even the firgt
covenant hath not been  dedicated
without blood” (Hchix. 18). It is
certain, then, that the church of
Christ was not organired Jefore
“the blood of the covenant” (Heb.
X, 29; xiil. 20) was shed. But this
is placed beyond a question by the
apostle as follows  “ For where a
testament is, there must of uecessity
be the death of hint who made i, fora
testament is of force wher: there hath
been death; for it doth never avail
while he who made it liveth " (Hcb. ix.
t6, 17).  Now, so important, did our
Latd consider the dedication of the
new covenant with his own blood, that
he gave the Lord s supper tocommemornle
the event, until the end of time,

In the immediate prospect of his
sacrifice for the world's redemption, he
said of the cup instituting the supper:
“ Thi's is my blood of the covenant which
is shed for many,” aad the apostle
wtiting to the church at Corinth, 26
years later, says, *“In like manner
also the cup, after supper, saying, s
¢cup i1 the neto covemant in my blood ;
this do, as oft as ye drink it In remem-
brance of me; for as often as ye eat
this bread, and drink the cup, ye pro-
claim the Zord's death, till ke come™ (1
Cor. xi, 25, 26). The Lord’s supper is

therefore commemorative of the ratifi

jections to the claim, that the new king.
dom was set up préor to the death and
ascension of the Moessish,  (¢) It was
not in existence during JoAn’s minis-
try, the personal pteaching of Christ,
nor of the disciples; for John, Jesus,
and his disciples simply prock im * The
kingdom of heaven is at Land ;" but
nowherethat it wasthenin existence (sce
Mate, il 25 v, 175 %, 7). (2) Butitis
clear, that John sever *cas in the king.
dom of heaven, though he was ¢ much
more than a prophet,” for, sald Jesus,
“ He that is but little in 2Ae &ingdom of
heaven is grealer than he® (Man. xi.
t1).  (3) In<icad of teaching his dis-
ciples that the kingdom was already
set up, Christtaught them to pray, *“T'hy
kingdom come.”  And, f4), it was still
in the future when he said to his
apostles, 32 A. 1), *Upon this rock /
swrill Builid my church,” and to Peter, 1
will gire unio the the keys of the king:
dom of heaven ; and whatsoever thou
shalt bind on earth shall Se bound in
teaven, and whatsoever thou shalt
loose on catth shall be loosed in
heaven ” (Matt. xvi. 8, 19). Yet he
assured them, that the setting up of
his kingdom would be witnessed by
some then standing in his presence
vefore they should /taste ot death.”
{¢) But, if the kingdom or church wa.
organized prior to the resurrection of
Jesus Christ, its membzrship must have
been composed of those who neither
understood the spiritual nature of his
kingdom, nor yet possessed the Holy
Spirit themselves! It is positively
stated that ' the Spirit was aof yet
giten, because Jesus was not yet glori-
fied” (John vii. 39). And yet, that it
was the Divine purpose to bestow the
Holy Spirit upon alf delicvers; is clear,
since it is stated, that * This spake he
of the Spitit, which they that believed
on him tere lo reesre”  The Holy
Spirit was not given before the asan
sion of Christ. He, himself, said tothe
disciples, “If I go not away, the Com-
forter will not come unto you: hut if
I go, I will send him unto you ” (juhn
xvi. 7)  ‘The fact is, there is nothing
to show, that, cither a disciple of John
or of Jesus, was promised or reccived
the Hrly Spirit to be cnjoyed as the
Comfortet beforc the death of Jesus,
nor was his name cren connected with
the baptism John preached, for those
thus baptized, said to Paul, “ We did
not so much as hear whether the Holy
Spirit was given " (Acts xix. 2) Now,
Paul says, “If any manhathnot the Spirit
of Christ he is none of his " (Raom. viii.
9). It follows, then,that if the church
was in existence under the ministry of
Jesus, it was composed of those that
were “ none of his1” (G} It is a fact
beyond dispute, that no one, not even
the aposiles, believed that * Christ
should suffer and rise agnin from the
decad the third day: and that repent.
ance and remission of sins should he
preached in his name,” etc.  When he
first announced that hc should * be
killed, and the third day be raised up,”
the apostle tebuked him, ** Saying, be
it far from thee, 1.ord, thit shall never
be unto thee.” T'hey cwwld not believe
in him as “the Son of God with
power,” *All authority,” untl the
crowning proof should be given * by
the resurtection of the dead” (Rom, i.
4). Nor did they believe the fact
when it was declared to them, it
“seemed to them as idle tales, and they
belicved them not " (Luke xxiv. 11),
* For as yet they knew not the serip
ture, that he must rise from the dead »
(John xx. 9). It is plain why they
were strictly “*charged "to “tell no
man that he was the Christ,” Their

ideas of him were crude and incor-
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