
jecU or tue obscurity of style iii the %Yriter
maifflit miake sonie comment acceptable,
--very one shoulci essay to supply the
chîcidation for Iiimisell. l'li effort tia>'
rt.quliro tholught, but once tiadle it wVill
leavc the incluircr stronger ilhan hefore.
Bc sure thiat it is botter for a re-ader to
ilak thec sallutary effort at grasl)ing the
meaning of art author, in imiself %worUi

lisenri, o naicled hy pharaphrases in
die sonniols process of which mluch of the
original author iay ho tost, wvhito niuch
nua>' be acquired froni the trariscribor,
not alwvays to bc considercd gini.

1o-1.hat UI egCiningiic is hiaîf of the
%,vhote» is a proverb as old as liesoid.
1 hiope the saying hiolds true of tic Irish
Literary Society recendty started in 1)ublin
and iii London, by die tireless efforts of
Sir Charles Gavazi 1)uffy and otiier notable
and 1)atriotic Irishaiien. 'Jlie new asso-
dations wece founideal to encourage tie
study and support of Irishi literature, art
andl music. Thecy propose to leave
politics take carc of themiise&ves, and to
centre the attentions of their niembhers on
literaiture, mnusic and art. 'l'le sistcr
sociotios can nlrendy boast of such notables
iiiionù tUîeir niost active niieiiblers a.s Sir
Chiarles DaaiIuffy. tie Rev. Stopford
Brooke, ÎK.A., Mrs. Bryant, D)r. Sc., J G.

B-arry 0'BrTieni Dr. John 'Iodhnntiier, T.
%%-. Rolleston, W. 13. Veatos, Alfred P.
(;raves, M.A., and lasr, intniot teast, Jnhni
:Xugu*tstus 0'Shea. Lectures, Open to
iomibers, are deliver-ed once a înonth in
bath institutions. A numiber of such id-
d1rosses have been delivercd alrecady before
auidienices steadily increasing in size anid
ilnicrest. Thîrotîgli tic estccmicd kindiiess

f noiging fiiend, to whlosc good
nature 1 frequently stand indebted for
wihiable literary favors, two bound copies
Of Ille îwos iIIpTessi.FC Of IhosC lcCtureS
now lie on nîy table. One of tie pai-
fflilets lis for its tile Tuie Pe-aspc.ç of
Iris/i Juifeatiire for- Mei Peop'-, ind is
aclde up of a, polishied adcîress delivercd

befoTe the Irish I.iterary Society, ia L.on-
don, hy Sir Charles Gavan Duffy, the
cipable pre*ident of tiat prTaiseWOrthly
assciibly. l'lie otlier publication con-
tains «- niasterly lectuîre on 2Yzc Nceed anzd
l1%< of geaù/Iin lih .Jit.ratire Yno Mhe

Lv,,~'ishY»nu 4 b> the learnod StOIpfoTd

i\. liroolco. As büthi gentlemen %vcre iii-
timiiatety acqmainted î%'ith cvery detail of
tîteir respective siubjects, and as the stîl>
jeets themiiselves deserve the attention of
aIl loyers or titerature, 1 shall niakoc no
apology for cjuoting copiouisly froni the
two lectures.

Sir Chartes G. l)uffy openls with tic
remiark tlîat il was necarly a year sitcc lie
rctated to, the Irish Literary Society the
dtsiga, of iriducing youing Irisliiien of the
I)rescnt gene2rition to take np anew a
task wvhich famine and political disaster
interrupted aion2 their predecessors-
the task of teacuing the Irishi people to
iinderstand thieir own country. After this
allusion to the brilliant band of youngy
Irishanien who made the old Nation news-
paper tif 184 2-48 sucli a force, Uic speaker
dropped sanie words 0f cheer. A ycar
înay seemn a long time, said lie, to, have
entployed in pýrelirninary arrangenient:;
but il ivas flot %vasted. Tlhere were manly
difficuhties to overcome, and tlîey have
been overcome. In Septeniber ouir first
Volume will lbe offéed to fiose Who de-
sire to welconîe st. l'len Sir Charles,
warilling to, tus subject, continues: Xlîen
1 say we do not iinderstand Ireland, I do,
not nîcean nierely thiat we arc ilaîîperfectlv
acquainted %vith its hiistory, its literature,
its art, and its niemnorable mien; b)ut %Yvhcl
of %is studies Inisl statisties titi tie undor-
s:tinds ilîe-m as lie does a curreat accotunt
wiîlî a tradesmDan or a banker ? Wý,hicl
of nis studies tie topography, tlîe political
and commercial geogr-aphy, the geology,
tlîc resources and deficiencies of tho
country, so, as to quatify iai to liandle its
interests, in a panish or iii a panlia'nenu, ir
that taisk slîould presejît itself ? 0f ail
sttudies, thiat -which a nation can leist
safely dispense with is a study of its own
lîistory. 0f politics, if it were offly the
politics of a parisli, what can %vc know
wortî kn-iowing tinless the lanîp of history
lielits Ille miisty vay'? And tie great
problei of ali-for ~vitspecial Cancer do
tie gifis and deficiencies of Our race, thecir
positicin on the globe, ilheir past and
prescrit ci-ceer, best it theni ?-offly a
faaîiiianity will tlîeir annals will enable
anyoîie to say. !Xnotlir use of histonical
study is to enable us to, vindicate Our race
froni uinjust aspersions. This is no senti-
mental gibut onue cinientty practical
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