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"PREVENTION IS BETTER TIIAN
CURE."

Atting upon theabove well-known proverb
and in tire helief that muci suffering is endur
ed by poor dunb animais front thoughtles
and unmtentional acts of cruelty, a meib 1er o
the Ladies' Auxiliary of ic S. P. C. A. lias of
fered small prizes in a school èn the suburbi o
Halifax for the two best essays upon the sub
ject of Cruelty to Animals, aid for this purpos
las circulated in the school soute papers issue
by the "Royal " Society in England, of whicl
the Queen is the hionored lead.

The JOURNAL of the S. P.C. A. Iow issîuC
monthly, in Halifax, vill be a means, if so cir
culated, of promnoting the saime object by
giving to the clnldren matter for reflection
as well as miatter for their essays.

It is hoped that at the nlext meetmiig of the
Ladies' Auxiliary, the plan of offering prize
in other sciools willbe discussed, su as get the
Society assoon as possible into workiig order

It is aiso hoped t hat the members wrill at tend
the meeting, and so help ont the good work,
To lead, not drive, is the special work of the
Ladies' Auxiliarv, and the sooier the youii
are so led the better and more easily the work
of the Socicey will be accomplisled

A BRANCII ORGANIZED IN TRURO.

A -number of gentleman met at Truro, Oct.
28th, to consider the advisabihity of orgai,.ming
a Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animids. Mr. Israel Longworth, Mayor of
Truro, anda Vice President of the parent so-
ciety of Nova Scotia, oueiipiedt the
chair, and Hugli McKenzie vas appointed
Secretary pro ment.

Addresses were delivered by the Chairmian
levd. Mr. Burroughs, and MrNaylo, in re-

ference to the objects of the Society aid its
working. It ras itoved by Dr. D. H. Muir,
secoidted by S. D. McLellan, and passed, that
" ein th opinion of this meeting it is expedient
to omanize a Branch of tige Socieiy for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animais in Triuro "

The following gentlemen were then elected
elicer4 of the society for the ensuinig year

President-Israel Longworth, Mayor.
Vi-e Presidents-Dr. D. 11. Muir, J. F. Blan-

chard, Dr. Peppard, Greait ViIlae ; Robert
Forhani, Acadian Mines; Janmes Î). Putuan,Brookfield ; John Yuill, Clifton ; David Me-
Gill Jolhniston, Uiper Stewviacke ; Col. W. M.
Blair, M.P. P., North River; DavidA. Camp;l>:
bell, Tatanago uclie ; Thomas Parker, Loer
Stewmiacke.

Execuitive Cononie - Rev. Mr. Burrow,
(Chairmian), J. K. Blair, WMn. Cutrmmin1g7',Richard Crai, Rlobert McConnell, D'r. A. C.
Page, Rev. JoImn McMillan.

H emrary Cound-Me )si. Mackenî.ie aid'tetLellan.
&cn-tary and Treasurer--Dr. W. b. Mur.
The thanks of the mee',in were tendered tuMlessm. Naylor and W. Il. Harrington, to

wrhici a xreply iwas nade by Mr. Âarrington.
A list was opened, arid the roll of nenber-

sbip signed, after V hich the imeeting at-
journed..

Sm W.x. Fhnaussos, the eminent English
P, surgeon, said, "Nothing has ever yet been at-

tained by vivis.ection towards nitigating pain
s anîd suffering * the humian race. The whole
f :ystemi wlhile unitda rgoing the torture of vivi-

section is in a cowditio -so entirelv different
f fron the normal, that no reliable resuits can
- be gained in that way. Dr. Iloggan belitrs
c similar testimiionv ir. Pritchard, lecturer on
1 Pathulogy, iay i i mpossible in the case of
h a hore or a dug to safely use ehliorofori to

alleviate or stop tIe pain of vivisection-that,,
d wlen aplied to the dog, the primnary effect is

uncertaimi, aid death the conequence. Dr.
WitIker aid Dr. Paget eay nearly the samne,
though Dr. Paget aids thatt lie liai an intense
objectiIonI to tUe tse of amesthetir for ie is
satislied fromt thirty to forty ersomn.,die every
year frum their effects. Dr. Robert and Dr.
Martin were ,f the saine opinion as Dr.
Piitchan, and I cutld give you a list of twen-
ty otliers, men nh.' -ti - " igh iii their pro-
fessionî that iio oneà could .ubt what they
assett to be the case.

A case of vivisection occurs to ine which I
feel impelled tu relate, as showing that vivi-
section iî, uimetimes practised fromt no other
motive thian that of downright cruelty. A
vivisector crucified a dog and kept it without;
food or water, tII, at the enîd of eleven days,
deauith put a close to its sull'erings. For what;
purpoue w a. thi dune ? The optrator hin-
sef Nail le liad n purpoe hi vien but to sec
how long a dog could support life under that
torture. W.at possible -novledge of real
value could tlhet lead tol I stigmatise the act
as 1,ositively infernal.

i wfl give but another instance. Dr. But-
let lad ithe audacity to assert, anld I believe
more than once, thathavmg vaccinîated a child
lhe placed it im a bed with a case of confluent
sinall-pox. Amiother cliild, of :iiirilar age and
coiititutin, but not vaccinted, was aso
placed in the saue bed. With what object ?

'o prove that if both took the dLsease-whiel
I believe tluey did the vaccinated une could
lue (omphletely emred, whiîle the otîmer wouild
certainly be leeply iarked, posibly blinded
or, iudecd, very probably killed by the cruel
mîîaladv.

This imay be a very fair experimuent accord-
ing to mcdccal ideas, but as a msaystent, I
should terni it iaislaulghter ; as a Christi<m,
miurier.

But there is a very simple way 'Il which, as
I believe, vivisection nay be stupped. It is a
way which will involve little trouble or ex- i
pense. It isnot tli much-resorted-tu metliod
of petition. That plat is certainly useless.
Petitioning for emtîancipation irwas carried on
for 14 years vithont eflect. It was niot until t
the linh people determined to have the
Emancipation Bill pa.ssed, that hie Duke of i
Wellunton said mi tIe Ilouse of Lords: "You.
iust cither pao the Enancipatinn Bill or put i

Ireland under martial law." Now wlat is
nceded is juîst such a deternmiation upon our o
part. Petitions have been sent in for Wo- a
Ien's RighLts, but 1 doubt whether wonen are i

muore nuar to the possession of their riglhts e
iow titan before the first petitioni went in. h
Now, I wvould sumggest that the Hony. Sec'y. s
of our Society should issue the form of a Bill s
which every elector should request his candi- p
date to declare lie will do lis best to pass, and, i P

' failing a promise to that efnect, the elector
shall refuse to vote for hiim. Of the result
there could be little doubt. The great major-
ity of the muermbers of the preseit Parliaient
have been elected by very smnall mujorities,
and sucih a point they would gladly concede.
Thte Bill I recommcend is a very simple one,
rd one wIichi woumld lnot interfere with poli-
tics or religion. It would be of this nature,
tiothugh of course clothed In the iual techmni-
cal langtiage so diflicult for the umninitiated to
understand : "Every person who shall practice
the healing art under any amie or desgination
whatsoever front this timne forth, every physi-
ological lecturer, demionstrator, and veternîmary
surgeon, is lereby required to take ont a li-
ceise before participating, uider certain penual-
tics." Tlien it should be provided in the fill
that al personis intending to take omt licenses
should be required to filrup a declaration to.
this efiect: "I (so and so), intending to prac-
tice as (Fe and so), require a license, and 1
lereby declare that since the passiig of thre
Act (Then would follow the namie of the
Act whiclh I an p'oposinîg.) I have not prac-
tised vivisection, nor have I been present at
any tinte wlien vivisection has been practised ;
and I furtlier declare that I will not practice
vivisection. or be present at aniy place where:
it is practised dunrmg the tnie 1 lold such li-
cense."

No trouble shouIld be cxlerieiied in ob
tairin suci a liceise ; it should be procured
snply by tending that declarationi tu the
office, with a sniall fe. Now, I thuinsk, no oeie
could object to this plan, and I amu strongly
of the opinion that if all persons wislirg to.
stop vivisection, sliould decine to vote for any
candidate unless lue pledged ihuuielf to do his,
best to pass this mneasure, you would have a.
very large najority to press it.

I believe, too the adoptimn of this Bill
would inflict a reat blow upon the practice of
vivisection, botâi in France and Gernany. buL
these countries there are a great îmany stu-
dents fromt this kn"don, because the fees arc
so nîcî sitialler ltre, and these Students
wotild, if tItis Bill %vere pasdlc table ho,
attend classes wherd such practic-s were car-
rned on ; and thtis would, I believe, have a.
very muarked eflect upon the course of stuîdiea
pursued there.

I would further suggest that every person
wisling to stop vivisection shoutld retuse to
subscribe to the lospital Sunday Fuînd, unless
those who have the distribution of that fund
leclare that they will not give anuy portion of
t to any Hospital, unless the authorities state
that vivisections are forbidden. There are
two hospitals which it mlight petlhaps, not af-
fect-the Westiinster Hospiltal aid St. Bar-
hiolemew's. The former is, I believe, sup-
ported alnost entirely by the Duke of West-
ninster, whîro is, I underitand decidedly op-
posed to vivisection, and I believe vivisection
s not practised at that hospital. As to St.
Bartholomitew's, they have ai incone of £65,-
oo a year, and of course they care very littie
bout Hospital Sunîday. Yet even the author-
tics of that hospital vouîld be greatly influ-
nced by the passing of tie Act to which' I
ave referred, for then, if the practice of vivi-
ection was carried on there, notie of their
tudents could practise ; and I earnestly ap-
eal to you aIt to do your ttmost to QbtALI uit
assing of sucht a mteasure."


