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GOOD BEGININGS.

The National Educational Asociation is
making a vigoros crusade for simplicity in
speling. At its last anual meeting the
secretary was directed to uze, in publish-
ing proceedings of that and future meet-
ings, such simplified spelings as shud be
recomended by the foloing comittee:—Dr
W. T. Harris, chairman: Superintendent
- Soldan, St Louis; and Superint’t Balliet,
Springfield, Mass. Dr Harris has recently
notified Secretary Shepard that the com-
ittee recomend for use in all oficial docu-
ments the foloing:—

“program, tho, altho, thoro, thorofare, thru,
thruou, catalog, prolog, decalog, demagoyg, ped-
agog.”

These wil be bro't before it at the Mil-
waukee meeting, July Gth to 9th.

The Independent of New York, a large
unsectarian religios weekly at $3 a year,
has for a number of years uzed certn spel-
ings thruout its pages. Thisis believd to
be due to its editer, the lerned and liberal
W. H. Ward, D. D.  Its spelings ar com-
endabl to any publisher seeking a suitabl
start in a beter way. Here they ar:—

“‘adz, a’tho, arbor, archeology, ax, ay, beldam,
by, catalog, chlorid, cigaret, coquet, cusy. curte-
sy, cyclopedia, d bonair, develop, domieil, duet,
envel 'p. e m, epanlet, est :e ic, etiquet, facet, fo-
gy, gel itin, good-by, gram, gypsy, hectogram etec.,
honor ete., houshold, mold, mustache, myth,
nove'et, omelet, oriflam, parquet, phenix, pouny,
program, (:artet, giintet, sextet, sheath, story
sty, tho, vedet, whisky, wo, wreath.” !

Most of these ar not amended speling.
They ar rather selection of the simpler
where two word-forms ar prevalent. This
is necesary to guide compositers at work
els variant forms ar liabl to apear on the
same or adjacent pages, ofensiv to eye,
vexatios and wasteful of time in corecting
and recorecting—a few of many argu-
ments for “fixt speling.”

The Funk & Wagnalls Co.,of Lafayette
Place, New York City, publish the excel-
ent Standard Dictionary, many books and
four periodicals: 7%e Voice, weekly news-
paper, 8 pages, $1'50 a year, circulation
over 100,000; T'he Literary Digest, weekly
magazine, 32 pages, $3 a year, circulation
25,0005 T'he Homiletic Review, monthly, 96
D., $3 a year, cire’n, 20,0005 7'he Missionar,

Review, monthly, 80 pages, $2:50 a year,
circ’n 10,500. About two years ago these
publishers proposed to adopt very consid-
erabl amendments in speling thruout all
their publications including books. This
wud hav been a great extension tothe list
they alredy uze for years, viz.,

“adz, altho, Antichrist, archeology, ax, ay. bel-
dam, bequeath, Bering Sea, by and by, catalog,
Chile, coquet, courtesy, cyclopedia, czar, debon-
air, d 1nagog. develop, diagram. dialog, domicil,
duet, envelop, eon, epaulet, epigram, esthetic, fa-
cet, fetish, Fiji, gelatin, good-by. gram, gray, guar-
antee (verb), guaranty (noun), Haiti, hectogram
Hongkong, Kaffraria, kilogram, Kongo, Korea,
Kurdistan, mold, monogram, mustach-, myth,
nowadays, parquet, pasha, phenix, program,
prophecy (n.), prophesy (v.), Punjab, Runielia,
Savior,secrecy, sextet. sheath, skepticism, Sudan,
synagog, synony 1. techuic, tho, Tibet, unchrist-
ian, whi ky, wreath "

It is strange that the poets down even
to Tennyson hav kept such word-forms as
“drest,” “mixt,” etc., while they hav been
banisht from our prose literature. Their
restoration (for such it is) to prose shud
be easy. Acordingly, The Phonografic
Magazine, 20 pages semi-monthly, §1 per
year, Cincinnati, O., began to do this last
year, and keeps it going. The Funk &
Wagnalls Co. proposed to do the same in
adition to the word-list givn above as soon
as they had receivd three hundred accept-
abl signatures of profesers, editers and
other busines and profesional men who
promist to do likewise so far as they had
liberty and oportunity. Requisit signa-
tures wer obtaind, and these further new
preterits, sevral hundreds in number, at
once began to apear in all their publica-
tions, except the Literary Digest (to begin
shortly), and they hav kept it up.

Welel’s Monthly has folod suit, going
farther than the Funk & Wagnalls Co.
even promist. It is devoted to the inter-
ests of dentistry, publisht by A. S. Robin-
son, N. Broad St., Philadelfia, at §1 per
year, and edited by T. B. Welch, M. D.,
Vineland, N..J. The editer is the main-
spring in this. While going further than
others it is done with excelent judgment,
tho to what ¢xtent he goes has not been
vouchsafed his readers so far as we no.
Foloing some rules or principls is neces-
ary; otherwise we fall into capricios spel-
ing, in itself an evil.



