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stich socddety ns this,  Aud then he plee
tured whut the world would e like
without Chrivt and the Wessedness that
may cmine to it when b men “follow the
N il it Jeads them o bow befog
the Seviour, I was o very piee speech
and net ton o Phe chdde neat s iy
a dovely anthem about the sheplierds
abiding in the ficldg and the song of the
wugels,  Then tho Jundor Lemgue, whe
genernlly meet in another room, and who
were witting fogether on one sife, gave
two very nice pecitations and a chorus,

By thix time it was after cight and
the president called on Miss SlHrey (o
lead in the discussion of the topie. 1y
seems ¢hat most of the active membes
take twrns in beading the disenssions
Mivs Shirley was not mote than twenty-
one o two, 1 should think, and she
seeinnd pretty nervons at hiest, but soon
wt over it Uhe topie was: Christ,
Our Royat Brother,” and Misx Rhirley
roitd o desson in Heb, 1, 10, and they
Heb, 3, 6. She then tarned buek to the
aquestion in e, 1,5, and asked: *Wiet
right have we to eall mirselves children
of God, and elaim Christ as one Fider
Brother? 1 could not see to tind the
references, but 1 got June to write them
down  for  me ax they were vend out
There were Biblex in all the seats ang
most of the people seemed to he usinge
than, In answer o Mise Sherley's
question different onex vead Gal, 4, 37
Ieb, 2, 11, 17, 18; Matt. 6, 9: aml 1.
athun 3, 10 1 understood utterwards thae
siips of paper had been handed to the
members with the veferences on, so that
they might be read promptly awd not all
hy the samge few,

She then wskeds “What do woe gain by
being adopted inte the famsly, and hay
ime Chist for our brotheps

The w'n’ster vead Bph, 20 12,13 and
Q0 and spoke of the contrast hetweey,
bring “without God in the worlil,™ and
being s habitation of  God  in the
Spirit,” Then ohe of the choir singe
“My heart sttt be o temple” Tt enme
in besntifully just there.  "Then someone
vemd Colo 1, 210220 A young wman near
the back asked: “On what comditions
an we hocome brothers and sisters of
Ohrist 2 and the bader pemd 1], Cop
6, 17, N The president neat asked:
“What difference will it make to ux in
the next world to he God’s elidldren's®
and 1, Jdohn 2,2 and Rev, 21, 3,4, were
read,  ‘Then one of the League axked:
“How can § Know if T bdlong 1o the
family  or  uot? Phe leader resd 1.
dohin 4, 13, and the presidemt read Rom,
& M7 The minister then a<ked for
i few testimomeys from these who elatnes
ed Christ as their brother, and - gowd
mitny spoke, old and yownr,  No Jong
speceliog, bt just a fow sentencees, soiie-
times only a4 few words,  Even the ohi!
tren amonge the juniors spoke.  Then he
asked all who bolonged to (God*s fam'ly
to stand up and more than alf the an.
dience vose, Then he asked if there were
Ay in the honse who coud) ot el
(hrivt as a brother, but wonld like to do
~n o Tor a moement the stillness wag so
deep it veomed  ax thowgh one ougdi
serecty to hreauthe, and then T heard a
movenment dowa towards the back amd
someone siaid “Thank God!™ and some.
one dse called aut “Praise the Tord,”
and T felt like shouting too in spite of
thiat verse about “keeping silence in the
ehureh,” for I knew there were wandep-
ers coming home,  The ndimister stoad
with tears in hix eyes and asked those
wlo had stood up and any others who

wanted to find Christ to come into the
Bible ciss room for o few minutes amd
he said he wonld like as many of the
Faeagne as conld do sv to stay two, Then
they g the old Doxology with a will
amd distissed the mecting, 1 wag too
tired to stay, so Rob put Jane am} e
into the eab and we went home.  "They
told us afterwiards that six stood up, one
an old, old wan, and that four of them
mumd peace that pight,  Phey say that
they ufven have people ask (o be prayed
for in their regular mectings, and 1 don't
wonder, for <o far asg 1 could see they
were all praying and working for that
one thing, and ft would be a hardened
sl indeed that could hold out aguinst
them, Phere now, 1 know I've tiniked
till 've made you tived, bt really 1 was
so taken up with the young people and
theiv work that J just wanted to tell
everyone all abont it
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Vi. ISAIAH MERRIMAN SPARROW,

X

On this page we present o tine et of
one of the wmost heloved of the fathers
of Methodist it the city of Victoria,

ather Sparrow, ux we now eall him
wis horn in the village of Warkworth,
in the township of Porey, Ontadio, in the
year 1823

His father wais of old Buglish xtock.
having come to the vonntry i the dvwwne
ing of the century.  His mother was of
the  extensive Waldron family of the
States=-u family whieh had ziven not
it fow men of talent and conseeration to
the ministey of 4he Mothodist chureh,
both in Canada and across the “lines.” e

I the village where young Sparrow
was born his father enrvied on o sue-
cossful mevenntile enterprize,  and, iy
this way, the son reccived the teaining
in business which has wade his services
in demand throngh all thewe yeurs,

It was at the age of seventeen, and in
the villaze of hix birth, under the mings-
try of the Rev, David Clappison, thae
the Tad received the salvation whieh thea
nide him a0 trae Cheistian, and las
kept him iu the “wax’ ever since. At
the age of twenty-four he found him-
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solf in the then town of Loundon, On.
tario, ‘Lhere he entered the enmploy of
the kte Hon, Elijah Leonard, who was,
at that tdime, proprivtor of an extensive
iron husiness.

In London he was found in the church
of his choice. and it was there that he
wax placed in the responsible position
of Sunday school superintendent, hiter
he was appointed clagg leader, and stild
Lrter he received  lieense as a Joeal
preacher, aff of which offices he filled to
the profit of thosxe with whom he had
churelr fellowship,

It was in the doys of the “gold revar
in this country that yonng  Sparrow,
with many others  set hix face to the
Iar West and brought up in the then
village of Victorin,  For some tive yeary
he was in the employ of the government
it the postottice, @ position which he
should have held till the time for super-
annuation, had he been rafrly trented,

Among tho<e who went to Cariboo, in
the time of the “rush™ to that it of
the provinee, wax the subject of ¢hix
sketeh, though not like the great majops
ity to dix for wold, but as the teusted
representative of one of the largest come
et i the gold ticlds,

For mamy years Mr, Spavrow s been
in the cinploy of Me, W, T, Pendimy nnd
that  prosperous firm would not  seen
compicte were he not a pert of it,

In 183G, Mr, Sparrow wns magried to
hisx prevent wife, who was then Misx
Helen  Ford,  daugliter of Mr, Qillert
IFowd, of the town of Campbellford, o
gether they have sweetly lived through
all thexe changeful yeurs, and we can
but wikh that long years of continuwnl
happiness may be thelrs to enjoy,

When Father Sparrow arrived in Vie-
toria - he  was weleomed as n worthy
wember of the Methodist chureh, and
he ot onee identiticd himselr with i and
<o remains to the present day,  He was
<o put o work as ekss Teader, anid,
among others, (Suine of whom retain o
this day), he formed the foundation of
e obl, and Lter of the new Papdor
Methdint charel, acting in the eapaeity
of tenstee through troubles not a few,

While in Carihoo he wits  at  times
messed into the position of the mission.
ary in ministering to the wantx of the
wiek and sinful, and oven Bving the dead
in their lonely graves beneath the wing
of the waving pines.  "Chongh somewhat
buvdened with hix  seventysix  yenrs,
Father Spaevow f etill a baarty ang gen
iab old man, aud we trust that, for s ny
years, he may be seen about the vty to
warm with his smile and  Halledyja),,
those “who are of like precions fuith,’

Father Sparrow has even heen the firm
friend of the mgistey, ai while <ote
might  be  disposed 10 pour into their
wounds “the gall of criticism,” it was
ever hix to utcer the word of encowrnges
ment,

Geninl.  thonshttul,  gentle and kinag,
hat withal a man who has  principlec
from which he cannot he moved, he hnc
evoer been one upon whom n friend conld
vely to do the right mder all cirenm-
stanees,

One  cannot  know such us “Iather
Sparrow” withowt thinking that old age
has not been able to rob him of the joys
of the Christian religion, J.C.S.

E N N

For trath it is ever the Siting thne:
whe waits till circwmstances complete
Iy favor his undertaking will never sc.
complish anything.—~Y.uther.



