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BUSINESS MORALITY.

T 2 greatly to Le feaved that the trying time
through which the mercantile communijty is
pa--ing o developlug a vory low grade ol morality, if
not of downright rascality. The numerou- and di-as.
trous fire~ that have taken place, involving heavy
Tore¢< by the Inuranee companies, ts, to say the Ieast,
ayspicious It roay be that & cemdence of a most
extraordinary character accounts for the frequency
apd de-tructivences of these contlagrations,  Itis just
po-ible, to & very considerable o stent, that accident
and not design s the caure  But when it 1s remeta.
bered that the fires, thegh unu-uzlly numerous, huve
been largely confined to partics in trade, and in no
amal)l degree to indishduals to whom such an evant
would bee a strohe of Iuck, reducing In an hour liabjh.
1~ which 1t would e impo~able vtherwise readily to
liquidate; the interence, i not the conviction, ix pro-
yohed, that the orfzin of the calamities i+ more to be
attributed to de-fgn than to accident,  Tho suspicious
circummstaueys which have warrounded not a tew of the
fire s [« untortunatdy contirmatory of the impros~jon
* Fashioualle Criwe " 1s a subjeet that has occupued
the attention of the public before now, 1he recent
publication in a Jeading Engli-h pertodical ~hews ¢one
clusively by statistios that at certain dates ** poison.
fog,” “garotting,” ¢ forging,” embezding,” * budy
snatching,”” and a varicty of other hoirid phases of
nman’a de pravity, have boen in such vogue as to clearly
establish a distinetive prriod for cach. A succes<ful
swindler ix sure to have many imitators. It may be

deemed uncharitable to presame that ‘incensdiarisin .

1+ the crime at present tashionable in Canada, but re.
cont events point to 1t asone of the most hkely to be
classed fnthatcategory  We foe we but too fathfully
ENPre~s @ ~entiment very upiversal among mercantile
mun, in thus remarking upon a sery paingul wubject.
Doubthos~ numbers of tires bave vecurred, respecting
which there has not been g «hadow of ~uspicion, amld
there bave bevn rome the aireutustances o which call
fur the sy mpathy and indulgence of creditor<  But
the fact that the Inaiancecotmpanios have et losjuy
at the rate of 31500 per day for the past mouth, and
under circutnstances saeh ax wehave tbove attemupted
to deseribie, has attracted more than the usnal atten-
tion to the subject. Tt s not lessencd Jhie su-picion
o8 putliated the pmit of such occurrences, that the
moucy thus got from the Insuratice Companies has
gone to hqualate debtz * Robling Peter to pay
Paul” 1s as much to be ¢ordemued asit the latter
balf of the say iy were omitted  Aade tromany other
con=nderation, it i< placing our whele-ale wcerchants
in rather an uncenviable position to Le compelled to
recenve money m the reslization of which there g«
auy suspicion Weare peruaded that though wholes

sale dealurs 1ave been Jargely benetitted by these tires, -

10 getting the amaunt of their outstandings reduced,
that 1o elass more thoroughly deplores the lasity ot
moral ho* esty which ~uch events imply.

Andtlier painful indication of mercautile demorali
ation, i+ the number of ugly failures that have occur-
red duning the present season.  Making the Bankrupt
Law the “mstrument of torture,” not a few traders
have taken advantage of its initiatory provisions to
force acompromi~e vitheirindebtedness from relactant
ereditors. With statements made in apparent good
faith in the carly, and even the latter part of last
year, showing a »urplus, goods were got by tra-
Aurs, Rl now exhibat & deticioncy greater than theiy
surplus, without an attempt to explain or Justify the
difereuce.  Are examples necessary? The wholesale
trade, we fear, haveenough of them But what do our
country fricnds thiuk of the following. in Quebee’— 4
merchant highly estectned for his respectability and
trath, was someswhat pre-s¢d in March last; but, by
ilie prompt ligndation of some claims, Lie got over the
difficulty by exhibiting a statement, shiowing a surplus
of $13.609  In January of thisyear,ho finds it impos-
“1ide Lo go on, and meots his croditore; and an investi-
gaton of iy estato results in showing liabilities
3 H000, assets R16,009, deficiency 928,000 According
to his own statement, here is & loss of §1,000 per
month, or £106¢) in as many monthe. Take a
tue recently in Toroutv, whero a long cstab.
hshed merchant, who hed  enslowfor s year or two,
but who Lad madn satement after statement to his
mo~t confidential friends of a large surplus, at any
rate, abundant solvency, and sets down lus stock at
about $24,6%0. He getscorvercdat last, takesstock, and
bcl}o\d, it is Jess thar SI2090.  Creditors refu-c to
believe it, and thostock Is iakenunder nowsupervision,

~hen It L cut down 10 SI0,00. Whether this man j« a |

fool ora knave, it i+ hard for creditors to decide The
public, however, will hardly hesitate about deelding
such a point,  Need we further illustrato by acasein
Port Hope, where a trader fails, and fs discavered to
0w ony house 223,000, —anamount more than all his
estate will yield. Some twenty«ive other ereditore,
amounts com 59 to §1,5M, all of whom will get but a
very small dividend, The-o cases are cited becau-e
there is nut & very grave suspieion among ereditors of
design to deteaud or cheat. Tl y are iMustrativo of
almo-t a lower grade of morahty. Tho dowbright
open swindler can hardly he diguitivd with the term
ufa ¢ moral man.” It is these sleopy incapables, these
highly respectable and honest rogues that play the
mi~chief with the terchant’s proslts,  They goonfrom
year to year, deluding them-clvesand all around them
with tho Leliet in their solvency, while thev aro as
rotten as the “ righteous rags of the Pharlsev [t §s
this hind of immorality that {s more to bo feared than
the open attempts at swindhng. It is in-idious; it {s
delusive, it i3 disastrous. We speak thus stroagly,
Lecatsy recent events show that it 3 neces-ary tome
expre-~ton of public apanfon shiould be brought to bear
upon what people of tender mouths are plaased to call
' musfortune,” or ¢ g combination ot unfavorsble cir-
cunrtanees,” or ¢ bad times,” or any other plausible
excuse for what ic g growing evil in the trado of the
I eountry—thas of decent men, with an obscure moral
| vistom, wcurring Hatatitles which they ought to hnow
Ctharanabibty to pay. There are other pliases of the
preseat perfod which eall for plain talk, but their cone
»1deration must be deferred.

A strong and united condemnation of many things
indicating a loo-eness of morals in commercial
"matters, by thie wholesale morchants in eech anty,

would go far to correet its frequent development.

The area of a creditors’ meeting is too limited

for the proper ventilation of some ervors in the com-
rmereial ethics of the country. A judicious example

made ol atew caseawould have v ery desirable cffvet;
talessencd disposttion to accedo to every proposition
of compromy~¢, aud o determination to thoroughly
wvestizate the Iastory of every faslure, would Lurgely
contribute to a more healthy tone of Mercautile Mo-
rality.

GATE OF THE WEST.
A SUGGESTION,

VINCE the Congress at Washington has resvhed

upen cancelling one of the most importaut and

protitable treatics that could detelop the interests of

two andependent nations, 1t 13 right in due time to

consider our altered cireumstance-, that by this hasty

act ofour neighbors, we neednot be taken by surprise,

nor feel altogether <hoved off the chess-board of com.

meree; but with a toue and native spirst of andustry

and cuterprize, let us carefully calculate our future
| nmoves,

If the Federal Government deprive their citizens of
our tishery and timber supplics, and ther inland mer-
cantile navy of the privil gos that ours enjoys, it is

i theirown clhioice, and we iaveno threats of retaliation
| to vent againet a course they havo a perfect right to
pursue.

It is not by risking her fortuncs upon the beuttle-ficld
in an unequal combat with neighboning powers, that
Canada can by auy mieans hope to lay the foundation
of an endunng national existence: and threats can
give us no concern, since there is nodanger the-¢ days
of & i nation swallowing a little one with impunty.
Our sure policy is never to quarrel unless wo may
Justly expect to be backed up by the contederacy of
patione.  * 1hnco is he armed who hath bis quarrel
Just” Wariaa gamo at which tsvo or more raay play,
" but one or more must incvitably lose. It 3s daferent

with trade and commercy; there may be many compes

titors in the »amo field, and all may win., Industry
and commeree afford a desting in every way equal to
| our ambition as a Colony or Natton, 3f we accept it.
i Theadvantages of our position are mamfe t. Satu.
ated at tho hicad of the ocean navigation, Montreal
secms to be the patural gate of commerce to the intes
| rior Western World. The outlet of the great Father of
' Waters, for a di~tance of seven hundred miles, lies
within Britizh territory. Tho inland seas from whence
it issues streteh westward, from the Gulf of St. Law.
rence, two thousand miles; covering an area of not
i less than one hundred and fifty thouxand square miles,
andaffording a coa-tlinc of double thatof the Western
Atlantie, every hnk of the chain of this navigable

l highway bejng under the control ¢f Canada.

2lcazure ouv mile ¢astward from the Victona Bridge,
on the north bank of tho st, Lawrence, and you have

the thre-hold aver which may yot pass tho supplics
and products of many millions of people. It 1> truo
that dense foresta still feinge the lakee and riversin the
West; but European emigration may ere long chiange
thue aspect,

The Amerfean trade on theselakes is, even now, (m-
mense,  There was eaported from Lake Michigao in
18345, soven million bushels wheat; andin 1554, not le-s
thau twenty cight million bu<hels of surplus wheat,and
twelve million bushels corn were exported. Tho aggre.
wate traflic aud tonnage have doublid during the la-t
four years, and ifit i+ now out of all proportion to the
racans of speedy transportation, what will it be ten
years hence?

Tho Federal facilitics for the movement of this
immenee inerease of prodactions, by the Erie Canal, or
Railway+, are quite inadequate, sind another thing,
they canuot eastly be made equal to the task.

The trade must follow tiw nataral coursd of the
waters which i-sue feom the West. In vaju will any
artiticial efforts divert from its nataral ¢ourso that
vast and expanding tratlic; as well attempt to turn
the st. Lawrence into a new channel,

Western citiva areawaketo the necessity ofinereased
facilitica of transportation to the reaboard. Aaitfe,
grain shipped at Chicago has ¢very chance of being
warchouscd fn Liverpool by this route, rooner than it
may reach New York by the Dewstt Clinton Erie Diteh;
and theeo-t is proportionately reduced. There can bo
no question of the ultimate course of thictrade; but we
want it to-morrow. Let Montreal do what «lio can to
secure it ut once. The greater the facilities of trans.
portation, the morceis the shipperbeneditted, and every
cent of reduction made in freight, adds to the profite
of the producer.

Read the sollowing, from & rpecial report of the
Detroit Board of Trade:—

“ The only real ground of complaint your committea
can makeclearis, that the Grand Trunk Railway{one of
the rival haes) has not increased its roling stock to &
point where it could carry ofl on an averago at least
e barrels of flour per day from Detrost, fnstend of
the pre-ent small and inugniicant amount it can
transport. 11t could do this, it would add five cents
per bushel to the value of all the wheat grown in
Michigzan, for tho rea~on that its inercased tacilitics
would reduce the cost of conveying a barrel of flour
from this point to the scaboard at least 25 cents per
barrel. In other words, the saving, yearly, for all
time to come, wonld be almost ¢qual to the original
cost o' the land on which the wheat was produced,”

But another suxgestion we venture to make, If we
are bound to do all the ¢xport trade of the West, why
not al~o furnish its supplics?  If Montreal is made tho
areat eafrepst of foreign commeree, where tha pro.
ducts of the East and West Indies, and the manutae.
tures of Europo may fiud an extensive market,
doubtless it would rival New York,

The present cost of tran~porting 19 barrels flour, or a
ton of goods from Chicago to Liverpool, by Erie Canal
and New York, iz as follows:

Chicago to Now York .. ...15limilea. Cort €3 64

New York to Liverpodl..... . 310« ¢ 5G0
st §13 64

By Welland Canal and St. Lawrence:
Chicago to Quebedd. ..o oo MSTmiles. Cost 24 77
Quebee to Liverpool......... . 2000« “ 7K
4957 S13 27

Showing a Jifferopee in favor of the St. Lawrenco
route of 31 37, which would by increased three-fold if
vesxels had good paying outward freights,

A writer in Hunt’s magaziue, ten years ago, admits
as follows:—** A time may arnve when & direct trade
“will 2privg up between Chicago and Liverpool, or
« Londoa; and Quebed, by receiving a steady supply
“of inward freight, may bo ablo to export quite as
“cheaply as New York.” Inthat event, the St. Laws
rence s decidedly the cicapast routs.

Thero is only one reason why every city on the
shores of the Wextern waters should not be supplied
by our merchants—our high custom tanf—and wo
£ay, it nothung elsv will secompli-h thiz grand achieve=
ment, let this be made a free port of entry?

The expensos of the government, smounting totwelve
and 8 haltmillion dollars, dixtnibuted overs population
of two and a balf millions, i3 only about five dollars s
head. Wouldnot the hardships—if any sequent
upon dir¢et taxstion to this extent, be far moro than
balanced by the benetits which the Provinco would
derivo from the cnrormous impctus which would be
given to cotamerce by such a step?




