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EBRUARY is the ‘“between” month.
Vinter styles are not out, nor spring ones
in. Women of moderate means are not

usually given to renewsag their wardrobes during
the few weeks preceding Lent.  Consequently
there is little to tell that is new in fushion.

But Easter will be lato this year, aws. in mid-
April, and winter gowns will want refreshing if
not duplicating, if they are to remain presentuble
during the anti-Lent gayeties.

A fashionable modiste tells us that a late Easter
is a boon to hercraft. * Ve shall be zalled upon
for any number of fresh blouses about the first of
February,” shesays. “Or else we shall be devis-
ing a score of ways in which to re-trim and gern-
ish the gowns of the early season.”

The leading modistes vefuse to commit them-
selves to any definite opinions concerning snring
styles. “We shall know in March,” they declare.
Wet it has beon possible to beguile thew into a
suggestion of probabilities.

The plain skirt is slowly rvetreating before the
foundation skirt and the slightly trimmed skirt.
Many of the new spring skirts will be made on
silk foundation, with the materiul gored to fit.
Yor sufficiently slender figures the gathered skirt
with yoke sbout two inches from waist will be
in fashion.

«This fashion is pretty for light materials, and
will certainly be largely in vogue durin;, the com-
ing summer,” asserted a leading moawte, “but
now that women have been educated up to the
plain skirt, I doubt whether any form of trimmed
»%irt will remain long in favor.”

«You consider the plain skirt an oducational
advance then ?”

“ Certainly, she replied.
so geaceful and expressive.”

“There is none other

The walking skirt is decidedly short length.
Qur dressmakers have sent out quite a number of
bicycle-length  skirts for winter and ecarly
spring walking fowns.

Different bicyeles demand different lengths of
skirt. Some wheels permit a skist several inches
louger than others.  Tho longes: measuro may be
casily and comfortably adaupted for the winter
walking skirt. Evening skirts aro round and just
cacaping the floor, or with stight traia.

As the skirt becomes trimmed the budics will
bocome plain.  This will be a necessary sequenc=

Thercfore, wo may look forward to a banishment
of the clalurate and richly garnished bodice in
the near future.

Again, with tho
duction of sleeves, there
is coming a revival of
hip-padding o make
tho waist look amall,
The large sleove had
this effect to an admi-
abledegree.  But since
that is going and tho
trimmed and gathered
akirt coming in, why
there in nodhing for it
from an artistic stand-
maoint, than to reduce
thehodicetoanweetsim-
plicity,and pad thehips.
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Tor ull the hygenic and physiological lecturcs
of the woman’s to-day, has failed to reconcile hor
to any appearance of well developed waist.

* *

A reader of this department took me to task
last month for saying that bustles were beiug ro-
vived. I must repeat the statement. All tho
best modistes during the past fow wonths have
sent out their skirts with small crescent-shaped
pads inserted below the band at the back. This
is emphatically the revival of the bustie. Lvery
woman does not require a pad, but in such in-
stances, three small rolls mnde of horse-hair and
set in each godet, sets the dress out nicely at the
back.

% * *

But in the meantime, ard for the present, the
hodice beauteous is more beautiful than at any
former time. Its glittor of tints and textures,
lovely embroideries, beading and laces, are prob-
ably its swan song. I have never scen such be-
witching high waists as those turned out during
the present sezson. And the bolero, which ap-
pears in every variety, has considerably enlarged
the scopo for artistic results.

* ¥* *

Z~uave or bolero effects in lace or ribbon and
insertion, together with fresh velvet or silk for
girdle and collar, will make a worn bodice fresh
again, which is desirable in February.

Fig. 1.

Velvet has not moved as rapidly into favor in
Canadian citics as it has across the line, where its
popularity for wraps, trimmings and skirts is a
feature of tho scason. Nevertheless, not a few
velvet gowns h.ve been sent ouv from our best
cstablishments.

One especially dainty, is of violet velvet with
todice balero of the velvet edged with narrow
chiuchilla far, and bodice front of mousseline
de soio sparsely embroidered with small violeta,

It is prubable that 1elvet gowns will be lamode
nexv winter,

* * *

e are howing some charming bodices this
month.

Ono that especiaily caught my fancy (Fig. 1) is
a blonse, rrmarkable for its rich simplicity. It is
easy ' 0 imsgine how woll it becomes the golden-
hairad beauty for whom it isintended.

The material is a biack moire antique xdlk, as
shimmering as satin,  The material is tucked in
deep oneand-une quarter inch tucks before it ix
made up. The tucks run horizontally, front and
bck, extending half «ay up the armhole. The
plain material above forms a pretty voke. The
bodico is only slightly gatheend at tho waist in
foont snd back.  The sleeves have the tucks from
the shoulder down, they hecome mutton leg below

the elbow, widening at
the wrist and shaping
over the hand. They
are cut up to admit
lace garnishing. A
jabot of cream lace ex-
tends down the front
from black velvet crush
collar to bLelt of the
same. The belt is fin-
ished with a protty vel-
vet bow. Swmall rhine-
stone buttons in groups
of threes, with buckles
at throat and wrist complete an effect royally rich
and simple.

In Fig. 2 weillustrate a graceful bodice of apple
green dresden-striped silk, with boleio fored of
lace and narrow black velvet ribbon, with deep
falling edge of lace. This bolero is a good sugges
tion for refurbishing a bodice that is somewhat
worn,

Fig. 3.

* * *

Black satin and silk are much in vogue again,
both as fitting bodice and blouse. In Fig. 3 we
show an effective walst designed for n little mat-
ron. The satin ig combined with an emerald
green. The bodice is close-fitting, and has a nar-
row-shaped skirt or ripple faced with the green.
This little skirt is in two. pieces, and shaped in
points. It does not meet in front but extends in
flat-shaped piece over the hips und meetsin points
which join and form a full ripple at the centreof
the back.

The feont hasa V of green satin, with large
butterfly bow of the satin, lined to set stiffly, ex-
tending over the bust below and reaching almost
w the waist Jine.

The bow is covered loosely with a rich honiton
lace which is carried over the edge to the inner
side and brought down to the waist lineina V,s0
that both bodice frout and bow is covered with
the lace. The effect of this arrangement of the
lace is difficult to give in illustration.

Three lines of jet beading garzish the yoke V,
and extend to the butterfly jet clasp in the bow
centre. The bodice edge is finished with jet
bending and ornzment, and jet trimuing depend
ing in loops from a yoke outline, garnish the back.
The sleeve is & drooping shoulder puff, and coat-

sleeve arm slightly wrinkied.
* * *

Alovelylittlo bodice (Fig. 4)hardlyfinished when
I looked at it, is of pale green Dresden silk, with
pink flower. The simply gathered front is relicved
by crush collar and belt of green mirroir velvet:
while a zouave ctact of mousseline de soie cream
lace gives a most delicate finish to the bodice
front. This was intended to renew a gown of
oluck crepon 50 thesicoves and skirt wero of the
crepon. Otherwise the idea could be ~arried
out charmingly with slecves of the Dresden silk.

* * *

A simple yet pretty little bodice is ono designed
for a dark-eyed Toronto girl (Fig. 5). The mater
ial is an clectric blue poplin. The bodice hns fuli
front and short rounded bolero pieces. Thres
rows of narrow black ribbon velset are vandyked
across thr. front and carried over the bolero to the
sleevo seam. Tho trimming is repeated on the
collar and sleeve cuff.
Tt is not new, but cer-
tainly a pretty vevival,

* * *

Here 's a sugges
tion given our (]
hy ofe of Tmop:tg&s
leading modistes fara
young girl—ane gaite
up to the scason’s do-
mands,

A white organdic
muslin made over any
shade of silk. Cut
the muslin skirt the




