
<BRUAtY is the 'betwcon" month.
[»\inter stylos are not out, for spring ones

A.i.Women of nîndorate inens are not
usualiy given te renew;.ig their war(irobes durig
the fow weeks preceding Lent. Conscquentiy
there is littie te tell that is new ia fashion.

But Ester wvilI be late this year, awo. in inid-
April, and %vinter gown4 will wvant ro!reshing if
not dupiicating, if tbiey are tu remain presontable
during the anti-Lent gayetie8.

A fashionable modiste tolla us that a late Easter
is a boon to bier craft. «- %e shall br --ailed upon
for any nutrnber o! fresb bloubes about tbe first of
Foebruary," she says. '< Or eIse we shall be devis-
in- a score of %%-ays ia imbicl to re-triaî and gr.rn-
ish the gowns o! the early season."

The luading modistes refuse to commit theni-
selves to any definite opinions cancerning rg
styles. "W\e shah know ii larclh," they declare.
Nyt -t--s wn possible to be-uile thein into a
suggestion of probabiliti es.

The plain skirt is slowly retrcating before the
foundation skirt and the sliglitty triýmcd skirt.
Mnny o! the new spring skirts 'will be nmado un
silk foundation, wiffi the xnaterial gored te fit.
For sufflcientiy slender figures the g,,athercd shirt
with yoko about two inches front wai5t wvili be
ia fashion.

IlThis faslîioa is pro tty for lighit materials, and
wiIl certainly ho largely in vogue durin;, the coin-
iîîg suminer," asserted a leading mnoù .. te, '«but
now .]rat women have been cducated up te tie
plain skirt, 1 doubt whether any formn of trimînned
,'kirt %viil romtain. long ia fa%-or."

IlYou consider the plain skirt r.n 2ducationai
advanco thon 1 "

IlCertainly, she replied. Il'Thîcro is fnte other
so graceful and expressive."

Tho waîking skirt in decidedly short length.
Our dressiaaers have sent out quitc a number of
bicvcle-lengthi shirtft for winter and eariy
spring walking ,-owns.

Difforent bicycles deniand different langtlis of
skirt. Some wvbeels permit a skirt several inches
longer than othera Tire longes%, measuro may be
easily and comfort.ably adompted for the winter
walking-;shirt. Evening ekirts; are round andjust
escapin- thie floor, or with siigît, train.

AS the shirt becozne-% trimmed the bodic.' wiii
bocomp, plain. Thi,< wiii bo a nece4sary .cequencý.
Thorefore, we may lciuk, forward te a banihhameat.
o! tic eIa1.orate emnd ricI!i% garnà:abed hodice in
the nar future.

Again, with the r#o-
> ~duction of sltceq, t.here
-- is Coiig a revival of!( - '\ hip-padding te make

,tho wait loak amail.
Tire large lov had

this efficct teû an admi-
that j: guing and th"

~< irinîmed and gu.tbaed
xkirt coming in. wl.y
there in norî.ling fur ii,
fromi an art.ixtic stand-
polint, than t.o redue

piiityandpadthehip%.
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For ail the Izygonie and phyniologicai lccturea
of the wvouan's to-day, lias faiicd to roconcilo lier
te any appearanco of wvo1l devclopod wvaist.

A reader of this dopartnient toak mne to taslc
last mionth for saying that bustios wero being re-
vivcd. I must repent tho statenient. Ail tho
bout modistes duritig the past fo'v months have
surit out thoir skirts wvith smuall crescent-shaped
pads in-,erted below the band rit the back. Thiia
is emphiatically tho revival of the bustie. Every
wvoinanl does niot require aL pad, but iii suchi in-
stances, thrco smrail rails niodo of horse-hair and
%et in eacbi godet, sets the dress out nicely at the
back.

But in the ineantime, ard for the present, tbe
hIàdicqý beauteous; ii imore beautif ni than at any
former tinie. Its glitter of tints ani textures,
lovely enibroideries, beadiug and laces, are prob-
ably its swan sang. 1 have nover scon sticb be-
witching higli waists ais those turned out during
tbe prescat ser-son. And tho bolero, wvbich ap-
pears in eýery variety, bias considerably enlargcd
the scope for artistic resuits.

Ziuave or bolera effects in laco or ribbion and
insertion, togcther wvith fre-sh velvet or silk for
ffirdie and collar, 'viii make a worn bodice fresh
again, whicli is desirablo in February.

Fig. i.

Velvet bas net moved as rapidly into favor in
Canadian citios as it bas across the lino, wherc has
popularity for wrapq, trimmings and Elcirts is a
fe.dture o! tho senson. lZevertbeless, not a fcwv
velvet gowns l..vc been sent out, fri our beîit
establishmsents.

O)ne escIaly daintv, is o! vlolet veivet with
il.iebleoo Ulic vel,.et cdged wit.h narrow
claiîscliila for, and bodice front o! mousseline
dc soie sparscly cmbroidered witlî tmall violeta.

It in prtobble tiat % cvet gowns wiil ho la mnode
nexr. whiatcr.

We are hîôwing sortie charming bodice tbis
mon th.

One tlîat especiailv caicght My fancy (Fig. 1) in
a bivtîe, rrmarkabîe for its rich siznplicity. It is
es.uy -o iisgine how we.iI it becomtâ tlîn golden-
haired,- be.auty for wliom it in intended.

Thr material L4 a blaelk moire antique ik, as
ahiminerltgl as satin. The inaterial is tuciced ini
deep onc-and-u. quarter inch tucica before it in
madr up. The tuck-s rua Iiorizontally, front and
bacIc, rxtcnding liai! &'av np t.he arinholeý. Thr
plain materiai abc've formas a prett.v vole. The
bodice i enly xligbh' gathred at the wai-n in
front nnd b«ik. The* s1cpeveq bave ilie tueci fa-arn
the ahoulder down, tAiey becoîne mutton keg below
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the oibowv, widoning at
tho wrist and uhaping
ovor tho band. 1'hey
are cut up to admit
laco garnisb-ng. A
jabot of creain lace ex-
tends down the front
froin black velvnt cru4i- . V
coilar to boit o! the
ane. Tlin beit is fin-
ished %vith a protty v4-
vet bow. Smail rhine-
atone buttons in groupa Fig 3.
of Obrmes, with huckles
at tbroat and witist complote air effect ruYaily icli
and simple.

In Fig. 2 we illustrato a gracoful bodice o! aLpplI.
green dresden-stripe& si, %Yiti, boîeio Ïonned t-i
lace and narrow black velvot ribbon, with dot'j'
faliîg cdge of lace. This bolero is a good sugge.,
tien for refurbishing a bodice that is somnewhat
wvorn.

Blick satin and silk are inuch ia vogue agaisn,
bath as fitting bodice and blouse. In Fig. 3 wi»
sbio% an effective vast dcsigncd for a littie mait-
mon. Tho satin is conbined with an em2irald
green. Tho bodice is close-flLting, and lias a na.r-
row.shiaped skirt or ripple faced --vitb the green.
This littie shirt is in two. picces, and sl.a-ped in
point.a. It doca flot ineet in front but extends iii
flat.shaped picce ovor the lîips asnd nicets ia points
vwhicli join iand forai a f ull ripple at the centre u
the back.

The f.-ont has a V of green satin, with large
butterfiy bow of the satin, lined te set îstiffly, ex-
tendin, amer the bust belaw arid reacling almost
te the waist lino.

Tho bow is covered iooseiy Nvitli a ricli banitun
lace wvbicli is carricd over the edge to the inner
aide and brought down te the wvaist lino ina nV, ao
that both bodice front anad bow is covered witl,
the lace. The effeet of this arrangement of tbte
lace is difficult te givo in illustration.

Tbree lines of jet beading garnishi the yok-c V,
and ex tend to the butterfly jet clasp in tho bow
contre. The bodicli edgo is fini3hed. with jet
leing and oma'uxient, and jet trîmxftLng depend.
in- in loops froin a yoke outiine, garnish the baick.
The sîceve is a drooping shoulder puif, and coat-
sicove armn slightly wrink.ed.

Alovelylittie bodice (Fig. 4)hardlyflaished when
I lookeüd nt it, is of pale green Dresden silk, 'nit!î
pitik flower. The 3imply gathered front is relicved
by crush coilar and belt of green Inirroir velvet:-
whilo a zouave et<'act of mnousseline de soie creani
lace gives a Most delicate finishi tu thc bodicte
front. This was intended te renew a gowvn of
black crepon se thesicevesq and 3kirt wcvro of the
crepon. Otherwise the idea coula be '-arried
out charmingly with slcves of the Dresdcn siik.

Asimple yet pretty littie brdice is oae designed
fer a dark.eyed Torons o girl (Fig. 5). Tho matzr
iai is an electric bIne poplin. The bodice bas fnB.
front and short rounded bolero piece.s Thri-
rows of nasrrow blacl, ribbori vehob t are vand-, kxi
îicross tbi, front and carrird over theî bolero to t1ir
skovo sonni. Tho trirnming in repoatesd on t,
coliar and seve cufi'
Tt 18 neit new, but cer-
tainly a pretty revival. -
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A white organdie
muslin xsadé o-er any
shade of silk. Cnt
the muslin skirt the ig
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