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CANADA LUMBERMAN.

DESERONTO.

A ORRAT WOOD CENTRE—RATHBURN & BON'S EX-
TENSIVE OPKRATIONS—~WNAT RNTKRPRIZR
AND RNKHQY I[AVR DONE,

About the year 1848 H. B, Rathbun, Esq.,
arrived in thoso parts, sccking a sito to establish
himsolf in the lumbering business. Picton,
Napanoe, Bollevills and other points wore all
approsched in turn, but néne would offer a suit.
ablasito or hold out sufficiont inducomonts to
sacuro the location of his business, and ho con-
sequently sottled at Culvertson’s. Facts have
sinco proven that in giving Mr.'R. tho cold
shoulder, is just when tho other corporations
maissed their golden opportunity,

1T8 GROWTH.

Tho original saw mill, which was of a primi.
tivo character, was soon found to bo entirely
inadoquate for tho raquirements of their busi.
ness, and was thoreforo roplaved by ono of a
moro approved pattorn, and supplied with bettor
machinery, In the year 1872 this mill with the
other shope which had been added, together with
the luinber surrounding thom, was entirely con-
sumod by firo, but the buildings and machinery
were itumediatoly roplaced by a more substan-
tial structure, fittod up with all the economical
and labor-saving machinery known totho buri-

ness,
TR BIG XILL,

asit at presont stands, is built of stone, covered
with an fran roof, and with the oxcellent facili.
tios fur avoiding and overcoming fire, is ns aafe
from the destructive eloment as 1t is possiblo to
make it. Tho sizo of the main building is
173x137 feet. Tho sawing floor is 145 feot long
by 90 feet wide. Thosawing machinery consists
of 165 gang saws, and 38 smgll circulars, for
edging, making lath, ote, Tho machinery for
handling the logs is the most effoctivo and ccon-
omical in timo and labor known to the business,
whilo tho arrangaments for sorting and carrying
off tho manufactured lumber and tho rofuso is
complete, Anclovated railway was constructed
a littlaover & year ago for conveying the edgings,
etc, to tho adjacent wharves for convenicnt
shipment to thesteamers whichuse them as fuel,
and for shipment to other places whero large
quantities are consumed as firewood. Tho pro-
duct of the mill for the year 1881 will be at loast
28,000,000 feet of pine lurber, besidos lath, bar.
1ol heads and short lumber, running by day only.
Not a single inch of lJumber which is adapted to
any uso is allowed to go to wasto,-and even tho
sawdust is henceforth to be utilized and turned
into a valuablo commodity which will giveit a

market value,
*  DRY KILNY.

South of tho mill are five large dry kilns for
the quick seasoning of lumnber. The bay, in the
iinmediate vicinity of the mill, furnishes anple
atorngo room for tho large quantity of logs re.
quired to keop the mulls in operation during the
£0asou.

BLACKSMITH SBOP AND BOILRR ROOM.

Adjoining the  big mill " and to the oast of
it is tho blacksmith shop and boler rooms,
Theso aro filled with the best machinery, such
ax steam hammers, &¢., for ths building of the
largest boilers and other machinery, and making
nocessary repairs. A large staff of a!ullod me-
chanics are employad.

MACEINE BHOP,

It thore is one dopartment jn.which Messrs,
Rathbun endeavor to oxcel, it is in their ma-
chinery department. No troublo or axponso is
counted loss in securing the sarvices of the most
akilled artizans; to perfoctuot only-the-machin.
cry of their own cstablishment, but of tho steam
voesols which aro entrusted to ther workwman.
ship. Somo of tho very best marine engines
omployed on tho bay and lake service are from
this catablishment, and the satisfaction which
they aro giving is tho best proof of their oxcel-
lonce. ‘They aroat present engagod upon s largo
doublo engino to bo placed in & freight and pasa.
engot propeller now on the ways, and to beem.
ployed by the Doseronto Navigntion Company,
between Oswego and the bay ports, Repairs
aro promptly exccuted in this dopf'tmcnt, and
alroady tho firm has ostablishod a \vxde roputa.
tion amony marine men,

TLANING JIILL AND BASH AND DOOR FACTORY.

To the i3~rth of tho machine shop is the plan.
ing mill and sashhs sod door fuctory. Thisisan
industry which has bosa in operation only a

short timo, but it promises soon to rivaleven the
big mill in the rauge of its products, and ita in.
portanco to the future of this place, A tradoin
this line has been opened up with Great Britain,
Australia, New Zoaland, and other conutrion,
and ns the foreign domand is practically unlimit.
od and is constantly incroasing, tha possibilities
of this trade cannot ho catimated. Shipmonds
aro mado weokly to all parts of tho globe, and
tho faclities for production have Lo bo constant.
ly incroased to meot tho demand. The follovw-
ing is tho product of this mill dur'ng 1880 :—

L Doors vessssnseses  £5,000
Tumed Maplo Rodn setsessess 00,000 plieces.

ChAlE Stretchers..oeoeesageosss 100,000 ¢
Moulding® cevee.ue . 000,000 foct.

Broom Mandles ..oeeevenenn o0 76,000

Window Sash . ...e.c0us 7,000

! Blinds ... . 4,500
Matohod FI00HNg . coes +:ooe....3,000,000 foot.

This yoar thoy will tutn out lath, 10,000,000
doors, 40,000 ; bosidos sash, mouldings, &c. A
largo part of the above was oxported to Evro.
poan cuuutries and tho antipodes.

To tho cast of tho colloction of mills is located

the
SHIP YARD

whore on an average about forty men aro con.
stantly empl ved, and a largo number of ateam
and sailing vessols have been constructod dur-
ing the past few ycars. Perhaps half of the
bay fleot now employed in the bay and lake
trade is from this yard, and the induatry is in-
creasing year by year. A lirge froight and
waasenger propeller is now on the way, and it
is oxpected she will bo completed for business
aomo timo in August, to bo ready for the fall
trade. Animmense ropairing business is done

at this yard,
THE CEDAR MILL

is located just east of tho ship yard. Unhke
tho “big mill” thix is kopt in operation through.
out the year, and the amount of manufactured
material turnod out is enormous.  For the sea.
son of 1881, they expect to turn ouv 12,000,000
foot of ties and lumber.

Besidos the above the Messrs, Rathbun &
Son have contrscts for the ddlivery of cedar
ties and lumber from outside mills amounting
to 10,000,000 feet.

During the year 1881 they will manvfscture
20,000,000 shinglos,

OTHER MILLS,

Besides the above ills Measrs. Rathbun &
Son own the Eagle Mills at Fercy Point, and
the Walbridge at Shannonville is oporated for
them. At tho former they will saw 12,000,000
feet of lumber this year, and at the latter 75,000
feat, Tho magnitude of all the figures—the
product of Mesars. Rathbun’s Mills, can be
scarcely comprehended even by those who are
accustomed to lumbering oporations on a large
scale, for ingtance we have tho

BIgMUL. . erecvnieocosannes 04128,000,000
Cedar Mii, tics and luinber.ceva.... 12,000,000
Bagle Millosoaisasaeenns. ++.12,000,000
Walibridge's Mill.eeee e ... 750,000
Contract for tics and lumber.... . 10,009,000

Making a grand total of 62,750,000 feet of
lumber and tics,besides the lath, shingles, doors,
sash, blinds, moulding and other goods which
aro in conatant course of manufacture, Intheir
mills at Deaeronto thoy now employ about 500
mon, and in all their operations about 1,500
hands on the average are kept constantly em.
ployed. Tho operations of the firm are amazing
to the novice, and an inspection of tho mills and
fnctorios is always interesting. 'We have several
times had the pleasure of visiting the mills, ani
havo always found both proprietors and omplo;-
ces willing, courteous and obliging to visitors,
and those who can make it convenient to visit
tho village and make a tour of inspection will bo
well repaid for their trouble.

Wo almost forgot to mention that thologs
that will be brought down tha Napanee, Muira
and Trent watars this yesr by the faom will ug-
gregate 300,000 pioces, besides 125,000 picces of
cedar, timber and floats,

THER STABLES,

An unpoxt.-mt adjnnct to. lﬁe other interosts
of the pllaco is tho stablos ofthe fmp. Theso
arelocated just east-of Ahv. road aad-are the
most extenvive and tomplets in their cquipiaent
ofany to bo found in the pravines...Thestabo
i8 40x140 fect—two ptories b, with horss fork

and other apparatus for hoisting foed, and is

¢ | enpola twenty

provided with granary,root collar, harnoes room,
straw cutter, c’c. About sighty horses and
mules aro kept stabled here, andfrom an in-
spection of the stock wo know that the firm has
somo of the fincst draft horses in the district.
Thoy also keep somo good road atock. Tho
animals aro kopt in oxcollent condition.
THR GRIST MILL.

This is Mcssrs. Rathbun and Son’s latoat en-
torprise, and it is ono of groatest importance.
Tho mill issituated in tho castern portion of
the village Descronto, and is & substantial stono
structuro, 45x70 feot, fuur stories in height the
storios ranging from twolve to sixteen foet high.
At tho north ond of the building is the
engine.room, also of stone, 40x40 fcet. To tho
south or roar of the mill, on tho water front is
the clovator, entirely sheetod with iron,50x00
foot, forty-five feet high, and surrvunded by a
fect high. This elovator has
a storago capauty of 45,000 bushels, and the
mill is supplied with wheat from it by moans of
an jron scrow conveyor, which paascs into the
mill in the third atorey. About sixty-five feet
svoat of tho mll is a bran and flour warehouse,
40xG0 feet, forty-five fect high. The upper por-
tion is usod for' the storage of bran, and has a
capacity of 400 ons, while tho lower portion is
intended for a flour warehonge, having the
capacity for from 1§00 to 2,000 barrels, This
mill operates on a system which is ontirely new
in the Dominion at least, and vory few such
nnlls aro 1 operation oa this continent. In.
stead of employing stones mn grinding, the
kernel is crushed, by means of a series of irop
rollers revolving at great spoed, and which
gradually roduce the grain to flour of tho finest
and purest grade. ‘This mill has twelvo sotts of
these rolls, and 1s regarded by milling experts
as ono of tho most comnplete on the continent,
Tho sample of flour turned out in evory day
work equals tho finest brands manufactured,and
is, in every way, of superior quality. The mill
is now turning out daily an average of 123
barrols. In an articlo upon this mill the Al
ing World says:—~

**The mill, in the fullest senso of the word, is
a modol, and reflocts croit upon its proprietors
for the liberal spirit evinced in its fitting up,
and upou its designor for the perfet manner in
which overy portion of tha machinery performs
its allotted functions. Th) Deseronto mills are
unquestionably far in advance of home competi-
tion, ThoMessrs, Rathbunare to bs congratu-
lated upon the ownership «f the finest mills in
Canada.”

The location of these mills in our midst is an
advantago which should be sippreciated by both
producers and consumers. The quality of flour
produced is unquest’ ‘ably tho finest and best
in tho market. Another advantage is that
farmers taking their grists t> the mill will im-
mediately have tho proper amount of flour
woighed out to them, and may return to their
homes without dolay.

THE GRAIN ELRVATOR
adjoining the grist mill is alto a public accom-
modation which the peaple of this district are
net slow to appreciate, as it 1ncreascs competi-
tion for thoir staples, and cnables them to gut
full value for their productioas,
THE COAL TRADE.

Messrs. Rathbun & Son engago largely in
tho coal trado and havo conl sheds at Deser-
onto, Relloville, Napance, Kingston, Gananoque
and other points. Last yoar thoy handled about
20,000 tons of coal, and the prospects are thoy
will handle a much larger aniount this year,

THE DOCKS.

Nowhere arothe improvements which Mess.s.
Rathbun & Sun have effe¢tod in Deseronto
more noticeablo than in the magnificent docks
and wharves which thoy have conrtructed.
Theso notv reach over o milo and a balf in
length, and aro of tho most subatantial charac-
ter, having been built for pormaneuncy and not
for temporary nccommodation, These are con
stantly filled with hugo piles of lumber, and it

is a raro thing indcod for a visitor to call at the
villago and fail to find vessely loading lumber
therofrom for forcign parts, The steamboat
landing and storchouse is the principal point of
attraction, but our spaco will not admit of a
detailod description of this. Suffice it to say
that it is onoof tho most convenicnt and come

modious on the Bay, They havo also extensive
docks at Belleville, Napaneo, Kingston, Gan.
anoquo and other places. Directly opposite the
stoamboat wharf is an immonso coal shod, of
very substantial construction,

TTiR BIG S8TORK.

Measrs, Rathbun & Son aro also the propris.
tors of a largo sterein the village, through which
thoy supply their employees and the public with
everything from a needle to an anchor.

BANKING,

The firm has also within the past few montdy
added banking to their other busineas, which 5
found to be a groat accormodation to the
people of the village,

THX OFFICR

Their offices are at present located in a cze
storey building between the big mill and the
steamboat wharf, but wo are informed that the
firm contemplate orccting, at no distant date, s
1arge and commodious suite of officod possessed
of more convenfences than the prosent busines
o1arters.

Every department in their mills is connected
with Mr, Rathbun’s privato otfice by means of
a Bell tolephono, so that ordets and directions
may be given promptly by word of mouth,

DESERONTO NAVIGATION COMNPANY.

The busincas of the firm of Messrs. Rathbus
& Son' is of itself sufficient to keep a whols
flecet of zteam and sailing vessels em
ployed, Until vory recently, nearly tho whele
of their immense transportation business was
done by steamers owned by thofirm. Lastyear,
howaver, a now company styled the ¢ Deseronto
Navigation Company,” was organized, compossd
principally of Mesars. 2athbun & Sons and their
omployces, and the principal steanicrs ave now
under control of thecompany. The principalol
theso aro tho steamers Armenia, botween Deser.
onto and Ogdensburg, tri-weokly ; the Deseronts,
botween Picton and Treston, daily ; the Pilgrim,
between Deseronto and Napance, and the steam
barge Norman. Tho Company has another
large propeller on the way which, it Is expected,
will be cumpleted in August. She is intended
for passengers and freight, and will bo run be-
tween Oswego and Bay ports. The ongines have
boon constructed in Measrs, Rathbun &3Sons
machino shops, and are nearly ready to be st
up. R. C, Carter, Esq., iz manager of the Com-
pauy, and tho steamers being swift and commo-
dious, and so placed that they make surcand
convenient conncctions, they are fast becoming
popular with the travelling public. The routs
of the Armenia, passing through ths Thousand
Islands by daylight, both going and returning,
is particularly pleasant. F. S, Rathburn, Esq.,
is Secretary-Troasurer of the Company.

THE PARM

Messrs. Rathbun & Son have, within the past
two or three ycars, added a magnificont farm to
the other industries. Tho farm is located im-
modiately north of the village, and contains two
bundred and thirty acres of tho very best arable
land to bo found in this favored agricultural dis-
trict. An experienced manager has been en.
gaged, and already tho transformation that has
taken place is amazing to those who have besa
content to spend their lives plodding along on
thoold system. Nessrs. Rathbun & Son have
undartaken to test the value of sciontific farming
inCanada. Thoy have some oxcellent thorough-
bred stock, and in every respect tho farming
operations are carried on in tho most approved
praciple. It will not take many yoars for
Mossrs. Rathbun & Son to make their farm the
model of tho Bay district, if not the Provines
Liko overy other dopartment of their businoss,
the aim is to make the farm sclf-sustaining, and
wo aro assured this object will not bo Ioat sight
of in its management, as is too often the cassiz
farming ou scientific principles.

RAILWAY CONNECTION,

Until now Desoronto has dopended ontirely
upon water communication for thei: intercourse
with tho outside world, but it has boon a fact
patont to all that this stato of affairs would not
be long tolerated. Last yeartho villago granted
a handsomo bonus to socure connection with the
Grand Trunk Railway, and with the promptness
which marks all their ontorprises, tho contract
for grading has alrcady boen given out, tho tiss
a0 upon tho route, and in a fow wocks—two o



