BILL TO RESTRAIN TIE SALE AN
MANUFACTURE OF INTOXICATING
LIQUORS.

Perhaps no bill before the Lemislature pose
scsses more intereat for the greater part of our
readers, than this, ‘Ihe public mnd has Lieen
directed for 2 consderable period to the sulyect
and while ouo‘pnny are looking with confident
expectation for the pasging of such a bill, to
crown, as they Quak, their (furts with suceess,
others are regarding 1t with mdifference, or ox-
etting themselves against what they deem the
impending evil.  “The bill has, in the meantime,
heen rejected by a majority of four.  This cir-
cumstanes, however, mstead of discouraging,

ought rather to embolden its supporters—the .

next, or at farthese, the third attempt may prove
successful.  Aad cvennow, althuugh the Uil bas
not passed, yet it has been gravely and ably dis-
cassed in the balls of legistation ; its importance
has been admitted, and the honorable mcmbers,
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X a, seeret distilling, desperate banditai on the
i frontiers, riots and perhiaps bloodshed, and ather
i such evile, more demoralizing than the present
: state of things, would be the consequence ; or
the chewing of vpiom, which was represented as
" ten times worse”  Now, we do not doubt hut,
to some extent, thisastrne.  But we cannot cone
" ceive how any of the things mentioned can ho
more demoralizing than the inmotdirate use of
stteng drink.  If you wish to mahe a desperate
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, bandsg, give a man of bold mind and strong pas-
_ sions, a double quantity of spirits, and you have ;
him. If you wish to see rivts and bloudshed,
spply sober men with spirits enough, and you |
have demons raging ; and we do think, that if .
the balanco were struck, the peace and arder
geenred in citics and on public warks, by with- |
drawng stimulatng liquors altogether, wonld
far outweigh all the smuggling and rioting which |
would occur on the fronticrs.  As regards apium, |
why could nut its manufacturc or importation be i

with a rare exceptivon, have disclainied all inten- | prohitated by legal cnactment?

tion or desire to ridieuls it.

2. Another objection is, “that Intemperance

Wo would wish to remind our readers of the | jnures only the drunkard, and therefore cannot
action taken by our Church, at the last Synad, [ Lo prevented by law,”  The first part of this ob- |
in this matter, whero the fulluning deliverance | jeetion is too mamfestly false to nced an answer.

was conme 1o i—

«That the Synod adopt the overtare of the | Jess, starving children, let the victims of unbri-

Preahytery of Kingston, on the subjeet of Intem-
perance, and, in accordance with its yecommens
dation, agree to petition the Legislatore of the

Lot the abused or murdered wife, let the home- |
oy '
dicd lust, for ever silence it The sccond part |
is an unfair conclusion from the premises, for the )
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Wo concludo these remarke, however, with
two extracts from the interesting specches made
in discussing the question :—

“ Ay, but, persists some hon, gentleman, * this
measure iz so extremo!  Very true, sir, but so
is the evil. It §s a vast moral evil. No man s
utter]ly hapeless until he becomes a drunkard §
when once that point is reached he loses selfe
respeet, and all other vices become readily
familiar to him.  As a physieal vice its cflects
can hardly be estimated—the weakening of tha
mind—the cuervation of the race. As a na-
tional and financial cvil its ramifications can
liardly be compassed.  Idevated half an hour
this afternoan to logking up the commercial sta-
tistics of tho liquor trade of this Province, and
I confess I was taken aback by the immenso
extent of the resulte, [ found from the Jatest
retnrns that the annual quantity of wines and
spirits imported is 637,652 gallons; of ale, beer,
and cider 79,204 gallons; of wine for officers’

| mess, 7139 gallons; that tho guantity of alo

brewed in the country js 1,629,000 gallons, and
of whiskey 2,269,141 gallons. Making tho
grand total of intoxieating drinks consumed in
Canada, {independent of home-made cider, wino
and beer,) not less than 4,629,136 gallons—or
threo gallons for cvery man, woman and child.
Tae deuiar.? wholesalo cost of these liquors is
£291,544, and the duty paid on them 99,579 —
or inall £391,123, Now, sir, this is but the
wholesale cost price—and I am sure 1 am within
tho fact when I say that cro this liquoris con-
sumed its prico has been donbled. I think it is
far under the mark if we hold that £782,246—
or over three milliong of dallats—is annually
paid by the peaple of Canada for intoxicating

Province to cnact a law for the total suppression | Iaw will confine the maniac who meditates sui- | drinks—is anuually extracted from the industry

of the importation, manufacture, and sale of in-
toxieating drinks as a beverage; and that the
Moderator and Synod Clerks be empowered to
prepare, sign, and forward a petition 10 this ef-
feet; that the Synod morenver recommend each

cide cqually with him who meditates parnade,
and all allew that to be jus:.

3. A third objection is, “that Chrisx‘innix)w
alone, and not acts of Parliament, can make a i

cougregation to adapt similar petitions, and | man saber  10hy this be meant sobriety i the 4

appoint the following committee to take further |

measures for the suppression of Intemperance,
viz:—Mr. William Reid, Convener, Messrs.
Bagne, Gordon, Swith of Grafton, Gregs, mnis-
ters; and Hon. John ‘McDonald, Messes. James
Breakenridge, George Robertzon, 1. Cattanach,
clders.”

The consideration whicli most recominends
thus bill is, thatat appears to bethe only effectual
means of suppressing intemperance.  Daring the
disengsion in Pargliament, the opponents of the
bill declared that it wonld not accomplish this
end.  If a better means can be provided, let it
he immediately adapted, but, to mast persons,
this bill recommends itseif as the most likely
instrument that can be used.  Othermeans have
t e tricd, and have cffected smuch, and one of
the cffects has been ademand for the intesference
of the legislature. In this demand, the mea
who have labaured in the Temperancs Socr-
oties, who have used moral suasion, and who
advacatd what others deein ultra views, are

sight of God—a geanine hatred of the sin of in- |
temperance—the objection istruc; and in this |
sense, no sane man would contemplate such an
effect from any bill.  But if the drunkard can-
not get the incbriating cup—if the reckless mur-
derer cannnt got the stimulating draught—if the
Jibentine cannot inflame his Just with the exciting
liquor, they will be sober men and peaceable
citizens 3 and thus the bill proposed, would tend
to external sabricty——of which alone human jaw
can take cognizance,

4. A fourth ohjection was, “ihat the country
is nat ina ate to earry out the execution of the
Iaw.” ‘This may be tran; the objection, how-
ever, virtually concedes, that =ssoon as it canbe
done, it aliosld be done; and it only remains,
more thoronghly to calist the inteligent and in-
fluential part of the community, so asto obain
their ¢n-operation in carrying out the provisions
of such a law, in arder 1o secure the tiumph of

—

warmly supported by men wha, from conscicn-
tioug matives, withhold their eauntenanee from
Temperaance Socicties and pledges. Any en-
Jightened oppasition with which the hill meetg, is

arder and soliriety over cvery class of the popu-
lation,

Wea were much struck with one faet brought )
out in the discussion, viz. that Intemperanco is
of much lese frequent occurrence in the Lower

| fact,

of the country and profitlessly consumned. I do
think this a very Jamentable picture of our social
condition—onc that demands prownpt and car-
nest attention.  The magical effect which the
stoppage of this dmin on tho resources of thic
country would produce on the social comforta
and happiness of our people, who can estimate?
And thero is another view of the case. There
ara now licensed in Canada 931 whiskey-shops
—58 steamboat bars—3,430 taverns—130 brew-
criecs=—and 135 distitlerics—showing not less
than 5,214 adults dircetly living by tho traffic.
Then the countless number of unlicensed taverns
and whiskey-shops—and the salesmen cngaged
in the wholesale vending of the anticle must bo
added to the throng whose labour is thus lost to
the community. But theseare only the venders
~—if we add the time lost to the buyers in drink-
ing, and from the effects of drinking—tho loss
of health which it entails—the pauperismm and
crime which it produccs—the fires and <hip-
wrecks and loss of property in every way, which
are its cansequences—wa et lost in tho vast
ficld of cvil which expands beforo us”

¢ The cvil, Mr. Speaker, is extraordinary in
its chiameter, and it should nat be surprising that
the remedy should be satoo.  Tho very fact that
any legislatian is required touching the traffic in
spiritnous liquors proves that incilents attach to
them which are not common to other merchans
dize. You do not restrict the salo of 1ea, coffee,
sugar, or other articles of like naturo.  You li-
cense persons to sell spirituous liquors. \Why is
this?  You do net license men to scll beef, pork,
flour. patatocs, or anything of that kind. In
the cominon sentiment of civilized coun-
tries, by their legislation, hias branded this ono

not grounded on principles, hut en circuinstanees, | jrovinee, than in the Upper.  This is attribumted species of merchandize with the mark of Cain—

and when these eizeumstances are removed, the | puainly 1o the inflacnce of the pricsis, and for

opposition will cease.

Tt may bo profitable to review some of the oh-
1ections mado by the epponents of she bill, during
the discussion in the 1inuse of Assembly 1
1. Tt was said, « that importation of inlexicat.
2 Jiquors coull not be prevented—that snug-

in

shis they deserve the thanks of all. But are
protestants to sabmit to such a repraach, as to
have it said, that the threat of a man, and tha
fear of a fictitions | nt, can accomphish
wore than the word of the Most High, and the
fearfu! denunciations of the word of tnith ?

1 you may restrict the sale of spirits to taverns,
you may on the same principle restrict it 10
apotheearies’ shope. Tt requiresa good reason for
placing any restrictions whateverupon the traffic.
You conceive that the reason is pond enough to
Jwisify you in imposing ccrtain resirictions, and it
only requizesa stronger reason for imposing moro
stringent restrictions,  The prineipls is precisely
the same  The iaducement isthe interests of



