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intensely approve of thiat goodnless Wvhich is
the condlition of those wvho hiarinonize with
Goa, yct it is fouind diilicult to inalie men
good, evenivii the assistance of thiat in-
teiiîal ally. The hioly wvallk and Divine
translation of E noch, witli the hindred and
twveity years of faithiftl prcachiiiig by Noahi,
did not seriously clîeck the dowvnward
trenà of the Antidiluvian population. The
terrible %varning of the deluge, followed
by thie bowv in the cloud and the lesson
of the Babel confusion, did not prevent
tie sad culmination of wickedness which
brouglit dlovn tho lires on Sodom and
Gornorrahi. The plagues of Egypt, the
passage of the Ried Sea, tie giving of the
law in so impressive a nianner, the con-
stant miracles of the pillar of cloud and the
manma, thie frequent mniracles of deliverance
and of retribution -%vith wvhici .Jehovalî
gave sanction and emnphasis to bis owvn law.
did not tlîoroughily cure the nation of Israel
of the tendency to sin. And aithougli those
arguments for lioliniess increased and accu-
mnulated fromn generation to generation, yet,
still, that people whlo 'vere under the closest
supervision by God, and -%vlio were favored
by himi above ail the nations of the world,
were ever backislidiug froin their occasional
reformations to sucli an extent as to prove, if
proof wvas needed, that the tendency to sin-
nîng %vas so constant and so powerful, tliat it
can only be accounted for and explained by
assuming the truth of Jerernii's complaint,
"lThe hieart is deceitful above all things anid
desperately sick, whio cani know it."

The im-pulsion towards righiteousness wvas
certainly as strong iii the nature of Paul as
in the average nature of mon, and very pro-
bably rnuchi stronger. Yet see the picture of
bis struggles with bis lower self s0 vividly
paintod iii the seventhi ciapter of Romans
iv]iici lias been quotod fromn above. It ends
with a wvail of depaîr, "0 ivretchied mnan
that 1l aran;" -,wroehed because always de-
feated, because lie found a law in bis mcmn-
bers, bringing him- into captivity to sin con-
tinually. And every one wvho essays that
warfare withi the furnishing thiat lie thon
had, will realize a similar experionce. To
attempt hioliness xiccording, to the standards
which Christ lias set up in the absence of
the indwelling of the HoIy Ghiost, is always
to invite defeat, for it is ani attempt to re-
verse nature by the force of a resolution
which emanates from. the nature that needs
reformn and renewval. It is like thie effort of
a leper to become hea.ltliy by the hiding of
his sores without external or internali niedi-
cation. It is, to use a B3ible figure, like the

effort of an Ethiopian to change the color of
his owii skcin.

But, as inbred sin lias corne into iuinan-
ity by yielding to the unholy spirit, so its
expulsion or cure cornes fromi yielding to
the Holy Spirit. Pentecost brouglit the
cure of thiis constitutional diseaso to mlan,
wlien those wvho wvere obedient to God's
teacliing wbichi was uittercd by the mouth of
Jesus, were allfilled vith thc Holy Ghiost.
Thon wvas fulfilled the proplhecy written by
Ezekiel, chap. 86, 25 to 28 verse : "And I
"will sprinkle dlean %vater uponi you and
yc shahl be dlean ; fromi all your filthinless

"and from aIl your idols, wvihl 1 cicanse you.
"A niew spirit will I put within you: and 1L
"will take away the stony heart out of your
"fiesli, and I will give you an lieart of flesh.
"And I will put M1y spirit îvithin you, and
"cause you to -%vaIk ini My statutes, and ye
"shah kcep 'My judgxnents and. do tlien."

God's spirit within man, malies his perfect
loyalty possible, and ivheii, that ',perfect
loyalty is the dharacter of his life,' inbred
sin is as Paul puts it in the sixtlh of
Romanà, "ldone away," IR.V.-or "1destroy-
ed" as it is in the authorized version. And
to ail this agrees the brief but emphiatic de-
scription given iii the Acts, of the Pente-
costal dhurci, for the inurmnuring tliat led
to the appoiptment of tie seven deacons
wvas perfectly just and legitiniate. And
whien Peter made bis explanatory defence
at the council of Jerusaieni, lie declared
thiat the reception of the Holy Gliost "1puri-
fied the hiearts" of thc Gentile believers;
cured the intense deceitfulness and desper-
Mte sickness complained ùf by Jeremiah.

But what about Ananias and Saphira,
o.nd Simon of Sainana ? If the Holy Gliost
thoroughly cures inibred sin, liowv do ruw
account for tlieir depravities ? Just as we
account for the fail of the' devii and bis
angels, just as we account for the fait of
Adam and Eve, just as wc understand the
warnings and encouragements fond i the
Epistle to thc llebrews,«just as wve read the
messages from Christ and the Spirit to the
seven cîjurches. Just as Paul puts tîxe
matter in Romans, 11, 19, "XVell . by thieir
unhelief they were broken off and thoi
st<tn<est by thy faith'. There is no blessing
that may not be Iost biy -uxbelief, there is no
gaining of God's favor or indwelling, but
by faith. B. SIIERLOOR.

For God xin mani brings mnax to God through
faIixh and love andi sor-rowv,

And toil and strife that !-ft the wvorhd up
toward a brighter nmorrow.


