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tal, scema to have delivered hitwself into
the banda8 of the icnv, is te great out-
Standing filet it the prcbenc ececlesiastîcatl
sutite of France. 1 will frankly cotifc-s
tiiat when titis strife becgan, sonie years
&go I trembled! for thc holi assailant ; and
tlhc provcd weakncess of the Papacy hith-
crto, evenl whenl dcicd and insulItcd to
exrremity, lins heent to me one of the
tat cheering signs for te future of
F-rance anti of England. Not that the
victorv of' the Emperoi» is the viCtor-Y of
Christianity, bttt it is a victorv over its
grea t adversary ; for -%vio ean ileny that
the Papal system as exltibited in F rance.,
xvizh its pricstcraft, its NMariolatry, its
theatrical lhollowness, is, nlotwi tbstand ing
some portion of letttning, pietv, and itîil-
antrophy it rnay bide ini iLs bosom, to a
frightful degrce anti-chiristian 1 Wbiatcver
puts snch a system on the diefensive,
withdraws (rom it the fictittous support
on whici it so ghrdfly lean!,, wtltout at
the samne tirne invcsting it with any of
the glory of' martvrdoin, ani inys iL open
Io the searcing(' ilasLq of uinsparing pub-
lic criticism, as the Emperor's whole re-
cent policy bas d3ne, must he a prepara-
t:ion for results more positive and more
satisfactory. One fardier great advantage
of this later antagonism; is, thaLt te whole
npparatns of Protestant worship and borne
tissionary enterprise is nioN Ieft to uvork

unbindered. We bear no more of arrests
atnd warnings and informations, as ten
years ago; and wvhere the local zeal of
cures anti prefets is still superabundant,
thc cahier Carrent in the apper regions
soon restores toc temperature. French
Protestantism bas thus a great opportunity
which it is nohiy using, and wbîebi tbe
%iolent reactionary struggies of rationalism
on tîte other Gide May impair but cannat
neutralise.

POSITION OF TRE ItEFOUWtED CSUltCII.

It was stated by Dr. Grandpierre, in a
palier rend in 18571, at tbe Becrlin meeting
of the Evangelical Alliance, that -%blereas
the nmiter of pastors ot' the Reformed
Cltc-eli in Franc at the tinie of tite revo-
cation of the Edict of Nantes Nwas 640,
they baid suink in 1808 to 190; but in the
r.ext fifty years had more than trehled,
so as aintost to reacli the point wbene
the ltloody persecution that co)mmeneed ia
1685 hadl east thei dIowNV, being in nura-
bier 601. This was excltusive of tise Lu-
theran Church, wbieh nttmbered about
300 pastors, and pastors of churches in-
dtpendent of the State, wbich amounted
to 100 more, so that tbe present state of
French Protestantism, represented by 1000
pastors anti 1500 or 1600 places of worship,
i6 decidedly in advance of wltat it waq
wlicu Louis XIV. began his depiorable

agtrressioits. WC must nuot; forger, innleed(,
bow v astilv tite population of France has
increased in two centuries, while P>rotes-
tanti8nt bans not increased in proptortion;
but stillit is 15sometiting to be thank-fnll
for that tlont grear anti sacred cattse for wltich
the lititueno)ts bled is stili outwardly ad-
licrcd to by a million or a million and a
baif of tite French people, thousands of
wlioni, beyond ail doubt, have iu otîr ovn,
daty been gained over fromn thc Churcit of
Romec. 'J'le French Protestant Chitirc is
a living Church in conîpariîson tif what it
was at the close of tace first Napoiconie
reigui, wlien the nstmher of orthodox
preachiers could be coutctd on the tingers,
wlten missions and Bible socicties ivere
uaknowit, and when the doctrine of salva-
tion l)y works iliustrated iLs tustial eflicacy
by producing an eqitai negicet of works
and of salvation. Now let us thaîtk Goni
for it titat a contaiderabie nnaijority of the
pastors of the National Cîitirches are Or-
thodox and zealous, iile the separitted
and ntissionary paqprs are so universallv ;
that the sum raised by tbe inenulers of thie
French Churchies for missions and benevo-
lence amounits to about «£60,000 per artnurn,
wbile tbtLt expended by CliurebIes partially
supi)orted by tbe State on their own nieces-
sities is estimated at as mucb mtore; and
that, wltile in titis departiinent the poverty
of the grertt body of Frenci Protestants
does not admit of restilts Contparable to
those elsewhere attainied, the presence of
life manifests itseif ini tîtat otttflouv of libe-
rality, and that spirit of self-sacrifice for
tîte cause of Christ, which bias so signally
crowned tire reawakeniug energies of Cliris-
Lian conviction in our own counntry. It is
a rernarkable trihute to thc vitality of
French 1rotestantisin, that in tue recent
strstggie vitit ubelief within arnd without,
its noble stand for the everlasting fotinda-
Lions, of Chiristian ortbodoxv bias arrested
the attention of ail France. No pamphlet,
essay, or letter of Archbisitop, bishop, or
abbe, against Renan, lias iutpressed tbe
Frenchi inid like tbe criticism of Emn
de Pressense ; anti at tîte lhead ofthtc Cîtris-
Lin struggle in France, and oetipyintg, ini
&onne sense, to use lus osvtî cloquent words,
te advanced guard of European conflict

for miracles, foc inspiration, anti for the
tiivinity of tl:e son of God, stands conspic-
nous to ail eyes a Protestant laymen-tbe,
illustrious Guizot. To somne iL nayappear
a doubtful proof of the alleged revival, that
this great nlame, wbose views on ail points
1 do not endorse, sheutd only have escaped
defeat in te late election to the Parià con-
sistory by tea votes. But to me it scems
one of tbe greatest triumpbs ever acitieveti
that a Protestantisni which ,vas s0 latelv
sunk in the sieep of d&atiî, witich only 'a
few years ago sufféred dite moit eloquent
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