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head of poultry during the balanco of tho scason.
‘(bis spring it came up very thick, and on the clay
s0il grow to the height of from threo to three and a
haif fect 3 on the poorer part from one to oneand a
half feet.  The stalk was very fine, not thicker than
medium timothy I saved twa-titths of an acre for
sced, tho halance, ahout one-sixth of an acre, being
somo mixed with red clover and orchard grass, it was
out for hay, und furmshed one good load of excellent
hay. From the two filths of au acre saved for seed
wo hauled threo large cart loads of hay, which, being
threshel, yielded two and three-fourths bushels of
marketablv seed, or at the rate of about six bushels
per acre. The orchard adjoined the buildings, and
the poultry used it as a feeding ground, and trampled
it down very mtel, thus preveuting it from yielding
better, ‘L'hostraw, after thrcshmg, was all eaten by
the horses and cattle. My attention was first called
to the sulje 't by readingan article in ** How tomake
the farm pay,” 10 which the following reasous were
given for its caltivation : ¢ Allow mo to adviso my
bee-keeping friends who are farmers to cultivate the
Alsike clover.  For, while it is_for pasture or hay
far preferable to the red clover, it fully equals it in
its secretion of honey and far surpasses the white.
Its cultivation would thereforo greatly increase the
pasturage for bees, which 1s very desirable. I have
ever contended that no plant can be cultivated with
profit for bees alone ; that bee keeping is profitable
alone from the fact that the bees gather what would
otherwiso bo wasted. Yect beo keepers may often
cultivato a crop that, wlule it proves remunerative as
a forage crop, will at the same tipne increase the pas-
turage for lis bees  Waefind the Alsike clover avery
superior grass in the following points : -

1. For its value as a hay crop on a great variety of
soils, growing trom ten inches to three fect high, and
yielding from ene and a half to three tuns per acre.

2. For fiueness of stalk or haulm.

3. Forits multitude of sweet flowers blooming three
or four times as much as the red clovex, making when
in blossom a sea of flowera.

4. Its adaptatiun to heavy soily.

5. To farmers rawing clover seed for market the
.ulsike clover would, in our opinion, bo of great value,
ag it soeds cnormously, and tho seced throshes easily
by machine, leaving a good quality of hay.”

My object in soning was to teat ite honey qualities,
avd while it blossomed, which was fully five weeks,
it wag covered with bees from earlieat light till dark,
not even mindmg stormy weather, from which I ob-
tamed upwards of two hundred pounds of honcy.
The blossoms aro a little larger than the white clover,
and partake of the color of both parents, the lower
half being red and the top winte.” The seed 18 much
amaller than the red, not more than half as much bein
required to seed the same land ; which, combincﬁ
with itg,evident supenor feeding qualities, and being
much more permanent than red cluver—more hiko the
whito in this respect—not hiable to heave out oven in
damp soils, mako it a valuable crop for farmers to
cultivate. The ouly objection that can be urged
agamst it is that 1t does not produce as much after-
math as the red.

Grass Lands.

In a discussion on theabove subject, so vital to the
interests of agriculture 1n all north temperate chmes,
at a recent mecting of the Massachusetts Stato Board
of Agriculture, Mr Kilburn, of Luncnbury, said, in
giving the results of his own experience : —

“1 like the suggestion made by the last speaker,
that in sowing grass seed, we should sow those kinds
thet ripen about the same time. We have agood
deal of trouble with our diflurent grass ficlds, by
having the grass ripen at different tumes through the
anng and summer. Some kinds will get nipe and
shed their seeds before the mam growth of the grass
is fit to cut. Take for example, the sweet scented
vernal grass, spear grass, or what is sometimes called
Kentucky blae grass, and two or three other kinds, the
Danthonia spcata, for nstance, which 1s sometnnes
called whito top, and sometimes has other names.
That if cut carly makes very good hay; but if 1t is
cut late, it 18 not better than the straw of gram that
has boen threshed, and 1t frequently gets ripe before
the later grasses aro fit to cut; red top Lemg onc of
the latest, timothy or herdsgrass being another, not
fit to cut until a certain tinc; and those other gras.
aes getting nipe first and shedding thar sceds, ag a
good many of them do, before the later grasses ave
ready for themower. Theswectscented vernal grass
very frequently blossoms in May, and several ot the
other grasses, for mstance, spear grass, or Kentucky
blue grass, got npo and aro ready to cut beforo the
other grasses which predominate in the field avo fit to
bo cut. Therefore in sowing down our ficlds to grass,

wa ought touse the seods of thoso grasses which come
to pertection about the same time.” I mean for movw-
ing lands ; for pasturcs, I don’t care how many kinds
I have, but in mowing we want to tako tho grasses
when they need to be cut,  Lhere is a particular tine
when our grass will be gomng back, or down lull, if we
do not cut it, and if we can cut it at the right timo
we can save it.  Put when there is a range of four or
five wecks in tho nipening of tho different species of
rass, whilo one kind is gaining another kind 18 losing.
"j‘hat subject I think has” been well )}urescnwd by the
entleman who has spoken to us on that question, and
think it is one of great importanco. Most of theso
grasses that I speak of will como in themselves with-
out sowing them. Tho sweet scented vernal grass
finds its way in.  Wa have not found it on our land
o profitable crop, it ripens too carly for the other
rasses. It is just so with spear grass, or Kentucky
%luo grass ; it is ripe at a different time from the other
grasses, and there 18 an ingeet that works upon the
grass unfortunately, just above the up}mr joint, and
eats the culm off close to the tup. supposo all
farmers have noticed that fact.”
The above vbservations are very common.sense and

practical. Insceding down land, regard should alwayg
bo had to tho use 1t is intended to make of the crop.
If it is to bo cut for hay, mix only thosc kinds of grass
seed which Llussom at about the same time; either
all early kinds, or all late kinds. If pasturago is
wanted, use all the good sorts you can get; tho more
the better. In mcadows it is a rimultancousripening
that is vanted so that the crop may be cut when at
its beat, butin pastures a succession of grasses is desir:
alle, so that there may bea good buto of feed for stock
from the beguning to the end of the growing season.

Orchar(; Grass.

At a recent meeting of the New York Farmers’
Club, a communication was read from Dr. E. W.
Sylvester, of Lyons, N. Y. on Orchard Grass, thosub-
stance of which we give as followa:—

This graes is common %o almost overy country of
Eurone, North of Africa, and Asia, having been in-
troduced into England from Virginia 1 1764; itsoon,
by its superior value, becamo a great favonito on the
sea-girt isle, whero it is much mote widely known
than in this country, another proof that any articlo
¢ far-fotched and dear-bought” has the best chance
of winning favor and renown. Itis particularly as a
pasture grass-that it has won its laurels, experienced
fccders aggerting that it will make good pasturage
after five days’ rest, and its'exceeding carliness maltes
it valuablo for thoso short of hay in the spring. I
have cut tufts of it in early spring, grown in a warm
situation, which would average nine inches in length,
while the remmants of snow-drifts were still in sight,
and these specimens, four fcet nino inches long, were
cut early in Juno, bofore the seed had commenced
fornnng, while tiraothy at the same timo was not half
grown. In many sections of our country it is com-
mon to sow timothy and clover upon the samo piece
of ground, but a difficulty in harvesting lias been
found when thus grown together, for the reason that
tho clover isin full bloom, and requires to be cut
somo timo befora the timolhy is sufliciently mature

for the mower. Now, if wo substitute orchard grass
for timothy, wo shall find that the orchard grass and
clover are 1n bluom at the same time, affording the
best possible results.

Most of the members of the ciub will recollect the
Iate Judge Buel, who labored so long, and with a gond
degree ot success, to forin a soil on the alimost sterile
sand between Albanv sud Schenectady ; and he says
of tho orchard grasa: **I should prefer it to almost
every other grass, and cows are very fond ofit.” Mr.
Sandors, n well-known practical farmer and cattle
breeder of XKentucky, says: My observation and
experience have mduced me to rely mainly on orchiard

rags and red clover; indeed, 1 now sow no other
cind of grass sced.” Tt will be well to recollect, in
this connection, that Wentucky is the homo of the
blue grass which has so deservedly good a reputation
Tho late Col. Powell, of Pennsylvama, after growing
the orchard grass for ten years, declares that *“ it pro-
duces more Pasmrago thatany othergrass ho hasseen
1 Amenca.”  Mr., Geddes, the well-known farmer of
Onondags County, N. Y., gave hisexperiencein rais-
ing orchard grass in the New York 7ribuns about a

year since, giving it a very well-deserved recom-
mendation. %ut it would oceupy,too much timo to
quoto more authorities here. 1t is suflicient to say
that all agree that the orchard grass starts very early
in the spring; standsdrouth excecdingly well; grows
very rapidly ; must be cropped closely ; 18 very nutri-
tions; 1s very palatable to stock; 1t will make a con-
tinuous meadow, The writer has a strip of orchard
grass, about six feet wido and tharty rods long, which
serves as & border to a buck-thorn hedge. ™ It was
seeded fiftecn yearssince, and s stilf very productive.

According to the analyses of twenty-threo varictiea
of grasses, made by Prof. Way, Chenmust of the Royal
Agricultural Society, orchard grass exceeded all,
except two, inalbuminous or flesh-forimng Brmcxples.
and these two exceeded orchard grass only by 3 small
fraction of ono per cent.

This i3 not the s for the lazy farmer or the
always.belund-hand stock-grower.  Orchard grass
pastures must be cropped by the stock, with only m-
ternissions of five or ten days, or what 18 better, per-
haps, kept constantly short, Orchard grass must bo
cut for hay very early ; for, if left to formn secd, the
stem becomes woody and the leaves very rough, and
although at this stage of growth 1t contains, according
to Prof. Way, over ten per cent of alhuminous or
flesh-forming prmciple, yet I think the averago stock
would grow poor with the labor of extracting the
natrition. 1n conclusion, will you allow my to adviso
every thrifty, go-ahead farmer to try a small area of
orchard grass; but if you are a slow boat, slip-shod,
always behind-hand farmer, 1ct it alone severely.

Tay and Other Crops.

A question widdly discuszed involius the relative
value of the wheat, cotton, tea and hay crops of the
world. Wiuch of these products employs the greatest
amount of tho world's capital 2 It 13 said that hay
leads the rest, and the itemns that center into the ac-
count as stated are somewhat startling.  Cotton and
tea are local crops, while hay is produced everywhere
the world over, and thus the hay crop outweighs
either of the two. The aggregate veported value of
all farm products for 1870 was 82,447,538,658 ; but
as this meludes additions to stoeks, ** beiterments,”
etc , it is probably too high.  Now, the hay crop for
that year —that is, the grass dried and cured for use
or sold—is reported at over 27,000,000 tons. Thi»,
at half the sclbng pricean the large cities, would
amount to $405,000,000, and 18 far greater than the
agregate home-vidue of the cotion crop or any other
crop. Dut the “cured hay” 1s but a portion of the
grass ep.  The other portion 1 used on the ground,
and it requires considerable caleulation to get at the
value so used, even in the roughest way.

In the first place, live stock, mcluding horned cat-
tle, horses, sheep, swine, ete, Lo the value of 81,523,-
000,000 were fed from 1t that year. Averaging the
lives of these at five years, we have one-fifth of that
sum as representing the grass fed to them in 1870,
namely : $305,000,000 ; next, we find the value of
tho amimals slaughtered for food in that year to be

9,000,000, and as this is an annual product, the
whole of it will, for the present, be credited to the
grass crop ; next, we find that the butter crop o1
1870 was 514,000,000 pounds, which, at the low av.
[Ferage of twenty-five cents, amounts to $127,000,000,
and this goes to the credit vf the grass; next we have
235,000,000 galluns of nnlk, which, aversged at the
low cstimate of ten ceats per gallon, adds $25,000,000
more to the credit of the grass crop ; then we have
100,000,000 pounds of wool, at twenty-five cents a
pound, adding $25,000,000 more; and, finally, 63,-
000,000 pounds uf cheese, as ten cents, adding over
5,000,000 to the tutal of these credits to the grass
crop of 1870, which aguregates §577,000,000.

Now let us add the valueof the “hay” crop as given
above, viz . $450,000,000, aud we have agrand total
for “hay” and the products of the grass consumed on
the ground amounting to $1,292,000,000! This is,
of course, subject to deduction, as the meab, but.
ter, cheese and woul producing anmmals consume other
food besides grass and hay, 'i‘o make ample allow-
ance for this, we deduct the entire value of the corn
and oat crops for 1570, estimated at $280,080,000,
and this leaves a remander of $1,082,080,000 to be
credited to the hay and grass crop of that year, when
the aggregate of all farm products was §2,447,538,658.
1f our cstimates make even the roughest a‘piroach to
accuracy, the value of that crop was two-fitths of the
aggregate value of all fann products, and hence wo
may infer that two-fifths of the capital then imvested
in agrivultural pursiuts was devoted to the grass crop,.
and this in the United States equals (in round num-
bers 84,575,000,000. ¥rom theso figures the deduc-
tion is palpable that King Cotton is uncrowned and
dethroned, and wo may be forced to admt that all

“flesh,” and all clso, is hay, if not *‘ grass,”"—Pacific
Roral Prese. . v . i



