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Contagious Diseases.

Drrixe the progre: s of certain disorders, there are
given off from the s'ck body specific organ'c particles
which possess a wontderful power of scif-multiplica-
tion, and which, if they come into contact with liv-
ing animals, arc apt to develop the same discase
from which they originated. Disorders thus propa-
gated ave recognised as catching, contagious, or in-
fections. They include, amongst horecs, glanders,
strangles, influenza, and typhoid fever; amongst cat.
tie, pleuro-pnenmania, mouth-and-fuot Jdiscase, rin-
derpest, and vaccine pox; amongst dogs, disiemper,
{yphoid fever, and rabies. Although intangible and
not usnally cognisable by the senses, the specific

virus, or confagium, as it has been recently fermed.
possesscs o distinet acd positive existence.  Judging
from its behaviour it appears (v consist of : olid parti-
cles, or germs, or cells, That it i3 not gascous is
evident from the fact that most contagions retain
their activity cven afier passing through the air, or
being carricd about on the clothes of men, or on
other such articles. That it docs not consist in a
volatile fluid is tolerably npparent from the fact that
admixturc with water_does not always destroy its
reproductive power. From the carcful philosophical
investigations of M. astcur it appears now to he
tolerably well ascertained that the matter of conti-
gion, whether it came from the ulcerated nostril:of a
glandered horse, from the tecth of a mad dog. from
the body of a plague-siricken cow, or from any other
source, consists of minntc spoves, germs or cells,
which, under favourable circumstances, may preserve
their vitality for some considerable time ontside the
body, may attach themselves to living objects. and
me{ be carried uninjured through the air.

he unsuspected movement of such living organ-
isms throughout the atmosphere i3 not so diffienlt
to understand when we vemember that the small
secds of mushrooms, mosses, snd other such plants,
are often conveyed in this way for considerable dis-
tances. M. Clasteur has, morcoves, recently shown
that the atmosphere, cspecially in inhabited locali-
ties, is always filled with invisible organisms, which,
when they fasten on suitable substances, develop and
multiply. In this way mould and other lower torins
of vegelation =pring up; variousputrefactive changes
are originated; whilst, what is still morc to our pres-
ent purpose, pus is produced in worms from pus
germs scttling upon them't

_ When the contagious virus gains access tu the
living body, a period of (uicscence or incubation
occurs, which varfes in duration with each virng, and
even with the same virus under different circum-
stances. Mouth-and-foot disease, for example, will
sometimes show itaclf two days after the exposure to
the contagion; whilst hydrophobia has appeared in
snimals ecveral months after they have been bitlen
by amad dog. But the living germs are not idle
during this period of incubation; they grow and mul-
tiply.  Like other growing organisms, the germs of
any contagion require nourishment, which is doubt-
less extracted from the blood, or living parts with
which tho vital cells are in contact. ~ Like other
organisms, they »~obably also contaminate by excre-
tions the body on which they feed. This ingenious
view is lucidly set forth by Mr. Crookes, F.R.&., in
bis excellent Report on Disinfectants presented to
Her Majesty's Cattle Plague Commissioners. *In
the casc of the best known ferment—yeast~its cells
multiply by feeding upon the sugar in the liquid;
alcobol and carbonic acid being their excretions, It
is therefore probable that during the multiplication
of the virus cells, they in a similar manner impov-
erish and weaken the blood, by feeding upon some
clement in it, whilst at the samc time they excrete o
poison to which the symptoms of the discase nay be
immediately duc.”” ‘Third Report, p. 187. In this
twofold manner—by cxhausting the constituents of
the blood, and poiluting it by cxcreta—we may
rationally explain the occurrence of the febrile
symptoms, weakness, and geaerally disturbed and
deteriorated state of system which usnally show them-
selves even hefore any distinctive symptoms of the
particular disorder aré noticeable.

.So soon as the apecial symptoms of auy contagious
disorders are developed, the rapidiy-produced germs
of the virus ave ready again {o be given off, and to
commence in other healthy bodies their carecr of
destruction. Sometimes they are cmitted from sove-
ral diffevent channels, as in the case of the cattle
plague, which bas been shown to be propagated by
the mucus from the nostrils or mouth, by the dis-
charges from the bowels, and even by the breath and
the tears. Somectimes they appear to be confined
more especially to one secretion, aa in planders to
the diseharge from the nleess in the nostrils; in cow-

pox from the vaccine pustules: in hydrophobia from
tho mucus abous the mouth. In Influcnza, catarrhal
dizorders, and probably al-o in plenro-pncumonia,
tho specific morbid matters appear to be given
off chicfly in the breath.  In typhoid fevers und other
such casez, where the digestive organs are moatly
implicated, the dejections from the howeis probably
contain the uctive germs in largest antount.

As the wore faniliar ory.mfc poisons, such as
strychnia. prassic aciid, hemlock, or ergot of rye, differ
in theiv rapidity of effect. their potency, z=nd their
modus ¢pecandi, 1o likewise do these organizad viri
orcontagions. Thuseattleplaguepoison.possibly from
ita rreater ditfusibility ov tenacity of lie, is more vir-
u'ent than the virus of the month-and-foot disease. cr
of infintenza;s oy ery smalldoscguftices todisturblicalth,
it tzavels uninjured long distances, it grows and mul-
tiplicr even in the bodics of the healthicst cattle.
Shme of the contagious virl are 0 poicat and de-
striretive that no victim survives an attack—such are
glanders and hydrophobia; others produce n mild
and {ransient Qisturbance of hiealtl, such as vaccine
pox. mouth-and-foot disease, and nany cases of
strangles: many confer an immnunity from subsequent
attacka, probably by removing from tic blood those
substances in which the germs grow amd multiply.
Some of the contagious viri only exert their repro-
ductive powcers when they are placed under the skin,
or mucons membranes, or get accesa ta the blood
itse'f. The move diffusible and dangerous virl will
travel, however, through the air, adbere tv fomilass,
and gain access to the body of their victims through
the respiratory membrane, or even through the
digestive apparatus.— Norfh British Agriculturist.
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 Hooks."*—John Howie, of Forrester's IMalls, in the
Connty of Renfrew, makes the following inquiry:
«T wih information from you about a discase, or
suppozed  disease, called (he Tlooks. consisting of &
picce of white.gristle that grows upon the Jewer part
of the horse’s eye, which some people in our neigh-
horliood confend should be cut offy, er it will blind
ther in course of time.  Thavea twoycar colt that

isaffected asabove. Ttook it toan Englishman who
is allowed to be the Lest horse doctor around here;
hie says it does not need to be cut, and there isno
such disease, and it will go away ol'itsclf. By in-
serting information on this matter in the Caxava
Faxer, you will oblige the writer aind many others
in this neighborhood.

Axs.- “llooks™ are an imaginary affection. The
membrana niclilans, or aw, an appendage of the eye
that has the power to a great extent of protecting
the cye.ball from injury, and also tends to remove
any forcign substance that may becowme lodged in
the cye, is often mistaken for an abnormal growth,
and is in consequence sometimes rudely removed.
Insome instances the haw becomes enlarged, when,
if it cauges jiritation, the cye should Le fomented
with tepid water daily, and a mild astringent after-
wards applied, as five grains of sulphate of zinc
dissolved in one ounce of water.
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Louttry Havd.

Standard of Excellence in Exhibition
Poultry,

BANTAMS.
GAME BANTAMS
CEMERAL SIATE AND COLO3,
Th2 same as in tho correspoatiing varictics of Gaine Fowls,
TOINIS IN GAME BANTANS.
£mallness of 8§20, 0000aaenns Cteeensenianeenis veveves

OF sevosnvrananns o0
Shapo of licad and neck..
“  bodyand wings..

ol
*  thighs, lcge, and tocs..........
COBUIIM 1 avrnrenserrenesonnmenon oenn verses

g RTSTOITIOTINY

DISQUALIZICATIONS,

Cocks abovo 24 0z, or heusabovoe 20 0z, ; adult cocks andubbed,
color of legs not unifurm in the pen, bindsnot matcing nthe p n,

s EBRIGHT BANTANS,
GEMETAL SUAVE— COCK.

Coml—Doublo, squarc in front, ftting closo and atmight ou the
head, tho tcp covered with small poivts, with a peak
tehind turning slightly npwavds,

Head-Small, round ta frout, carcied well hacs towards (e tal,

Beak—Short, elightly curved,

Eye—=Full,

Wallles~Broad, rounded on the lower oige.

car—"Flat.
Neck=Ncat and taper, quito free from hadkle feathiers
Brea-—=Nound, full, and carricd prominehtly forwant,
Back —=Very short, perfoctly free Irom saddlo feather:
Wings—~Ample, the points carned sery Jow, almo-t touclang thy

round,
Tan‘l—squa‘m timilar 10 tho hen, frro from sickl er curved € a
therr, hic Jeathers Lroadest tonands the col,
Tail Coverls—Straight, rouud at the cnd and Iytvg cioee 1) qho
#tdes of tho tail.
Thighg—Ve.y shott,
Legs=8hott, slender and very \aper.
Piumage—Close, perfoctly hen foathercd.
Carriage—\ery upright and strutting.
ORNERAL SHATE—UAX, .
Vers sitnilar 1o thie cock,  Tho comb and wattes snu Lo walier,
and the head neater.
COLD LACED SEBRIZHT BANTAMY
co10°.
Head, Tace, and Wallles—Rich rod.
Deaf.car—~\ hite
DPlumage= Rich g en yellow, every teatberlaced with rieh black,
that 1<, having a narrow, cven, wcll-defined rich black
zo all round the feathers ; the two colors distinet, and
OV SLAGIDE 1610 cach othar, thelacing of thic zame wiilth

Gn tho sldcs as on the cods of the feathera
Legs=Slatey Llae.

SILVERLACED SEBIIGHT BANTANS

COLOR,
Similar to tho golden, mbetituting sitvery white for the golden
yellow ground color.
POIXTS IX EBRILDTS.
Tlemage most evenly and distinctly Jaced trroughout. 4
Purity of ground oolor in siver, and richncss and

clearncss of groucd color i golden 2

. 2

1

2

4 Yy 2
Conditlon ani general appoarancy 2
15

DIAQTALIFICATIONS,
Cocks welglifog moro than 20 oz., and hicas moro than 18 oz,
Cocks having citber hackle, Mdfc, or sicklo feathers,

Legsof any coloe except slate blug.
BLACK AND WRITE BANTAMS.
GEXERAL EMAPE—COCK.

Coml~Doulle, square in front, close and etraight on the ticad, the
top covered with small jolute, withapeak belind,
turning slightly upwards,

Head—Small, round, and carried well back towands tho tall.

Leak~=Short, slightly curved,

Eye—Trominent,

Deaf-car—~Flat and even on thoe surface.

Waltles—Broad and thin, rounded on the Jower cdje.

Neck=Very taper, cun'lng well back, so as to bripg the lack of
thio hicad fowards the tall, hackle full and Lng, tluwing
well over the slioulders,

Breast—Round and carried prominently formant,

Back—Very short, saddlo feathers long.

Wingi—Am; ¢, tho points drooping 80 as nearly 1o tocch the
ground, the secondaries slightly expandett

Tail~Fall, cxpanded, well adorned with long cuning sickle fea-
thers, carricd well up towards the back of thie hicad

Thighs—Short,

chl-‘—shon, cleap, and taper.

Carriage~Very upright, proud, and struttiag

GENERAL SRAPE~~IEX,

Comb—Ssmo shapo asthat ¢  ock, but very much smalier.

Head—~Small, round and neay,

g;o—!-‘ 1l and quick

ull and quick.
Decﬁew—i‘m] and even on tho surface,
Waltles—~Small.

Neck~8hort and taper, cerried well back.

Breast—Round and prowinent.

L L .—sion'l {ots droopl )

inge—Ample, poiots drooping.

Tail=Full, cxpanded. carried rather upright

Thighs—~Short.

clemmand taper.

Carriage—Upright and ur‘:xemnx.
BLACK BANTAMS.
* COLOR.

Comb, Face and Wallles—Rich bright red.
Beak—Dark horn ﬁlor, or black.

Deaf-ear-Pure white.
Plu Rich black throughout
Lege— , Or very dark Jeaden blue.
WHITE BANTAMS,
COLOR.
Comb, Face ind Wallles—Rich scarlet red.
Beak—White,

Deaf-ear~Pure white. ‘

leﬁh—!‘nm white, as frec fropi yellow tinga s possinle.
Legs— lt&wﬂt:al!lght pink tinge on tb?back, and belwiat
the scales.

POINTS IN BLACK OR WHITE BANTAMS,

Yurity of white or richness of black.... 2

, Bwmaliness,.. . 3
Rymmetry 3
Comb ...... . 2
T ORf0aTe0ss cessosraseccsrran <
Coundition, and general T8ueecvasssnssorssns
15

DIAQUALIFICATIONS. .

Cocks more than 20 ounces, or hons inore thaa 18 aunces.
Tegs 0f Llack bantams not black or dask leaden blue
Logs ot white bantams ofany other color exospt white,



