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am a little súrprised to sec Mr. Chamberlain renew his strictures on
my Thrush Paper, and with au uncalled for asperity which gives his note.
the appearance of an attack rather than a critique.

In replying I will begin by adniitting that I hive made some errors,-
one a serious one, in relation to the ranges of the species. I confess Ihave no personal knowledge of the distribution of birds in the Maritime
Provinces. and have been led astray by inisinterpretation of the lhrase'Eastern North America.' No doubt Mr. Chamberlain is right in his cor-rections so fiar as the maritime provinces are concerned. In future lie willfind me less loose in my statenents ; though, by the way, consultation of aImap will show them to be more nearly correct than lie allows, for thelanguage used vas general. and is only erroneous when unfairly appliedto the remote corners of the district.

Next, Mr. Chamberlain siys I am wrong in saying 'the Bluebird reach-es -the maritime provinces about the end of March,' not because its date isearlier or later but because 'it is exceedingly raretlere.'
le says -1 an not prepared to say that the Gnatcatcher has not beentaken in Nova Scotia etc,' but lie does say it, in the forn of an inférence.It was given on the authority of Mr. Allen.

These objections can only be characterized as hypercritical in the extreme-
Lastly, Mr. Chamberlain says I omit the Gray-Cheeked Thrush alto-

gether. He forgets that I promised that we should adhere to Dr. Coues asour authority, and that gentleman maintains the bird to be a more varietyof the Swainson's Thrush. Therefore it is not omitted.
He says the Ve9ry is not the commonest of the Thrushes. I di4tinctlyspoke with reference to Canada generally and 1 repeat the statement that,the Veery is the comnionest of the Voodthrushes.
Fe saysthe Thresher is confined to Southern Ontario. I reply tlat it isabundant in NMorthern Ontario as far as the great wate.rshed north of LakeNipissing,(Dr. Brodie, Dr. White )and probably farther, as it is ine of thecommonest birds of Manitoba.

.These last three statements by Mr. Chamberlain are more th ii inistakes,t.hey are unpardonable blunders, comingas they dIo in the form of a gratu-itous attack.


