ting ‘hear: dinner ‘time,."you. _may" “poil - it
u_rselt T Wom'th It's gettlng bo benoth-v
ing'but mlssiona.ries now, a.nd I a.m tired

smile

sald Bllen, astonished.
" euch . tmend 'w the missions

~“more than I do to_our collectmg—box You
ought to e glad to do. anything for-a rea.‘
misslonary from India, come. home ‘because

he worlked too hard .. among the poor

" - heathen a.nd got ill’ ;
;.. - And so, I thought,’ retorted Ma.rtha 1f ‘I
<" 'was missis, and he was come to my house
"7 to tell ‘e ‘all’ aboiit it. "I’ would give him
the best I had got and be glad-to, because
-of what - the " bible says.”
twice as hard as usual, Just for - missis to

" get 'the reward, dom’t suit me -at-all, and

" I'shawt do it, that's ail about it!’

"I think there's: something wrong about.

N tha.t, Ma.rtha,’ returned Ellen thoughtfully,

things hav" boen ;wéshed up' a.nd itg get- K

cof it _And Martlm. began her cooklng_. :
: prepa.ratlons with an’angry frown ‘on’ ler. -
~;-fou‘eheed instead ot her usua.l pleasa.nt

‘ RN ;kn»ow it mys “if 'we give even a. cup of cold -
" Why, Marbha, what’s come. to - you 2?7 .'I;water for Christ we give it to. Him; but
¢ You a.re alwaysr“
am.d g'lve o

But “to -work _

"I know the.es s-ome text

my bxble as well a,s you, halstlly said
a.rtha who was" only hhe more a.nxious

to prove herselt mght bew.use of a suapi-‘

cion in. her heart tlha,t she’ was wrcmg ‘T

then we dont gwe 1t here—m1531s nges it

‘MARTHA I AM SO GLAD SAID THE LADY

- Stop: a bit, Marbha, -said- Dllenl excitedly
as'.she-ran‘ over to.a table in the window
where her bible lay and began . hurriedly
turning- the.pages.. - “I think I can find the
text——yes, ‘here it is!.

will tell you about.it when'I come down.’
And .she shut the. book a:n:d went. om in
eager haste. -

- Martha gave only a grun.t in: a.nswer and )

went on with her work . while .Ellen-. took
up. the dainty tea she had ‘prepared for the

hard-worked servant of God, to whose pale‘

and" worn but peaceful face all her ‘heart
- had gone‘out Eager as she was to get

-the New Testa.me:nt 'Whlch we/-

'10 41, .

“'the 8th verse:
" -good thmg any man’ doeth, “the” same sh.all
- he. receive ‘of ‘the Lord whether he be “bond

“'more, but.wert about” her “work,

4 for at least ‘a week in bed.
 lady was'to be: his nurse’ and hostess, she .

" her already busy maids,

But ‘there is the.
kettle boiling; I must -take up the tea; and

P2

“back to, her tall it Ma.rl:ha., ot did her,
invit.mg as .
pos«sible and wa.s rew&rded with'’ an ap-c

best to make ‘the .= tea as

proving smile from her mlstreSs “When

'she rea,ched ~the kltchen ‘she. found Marthaj
o studymg her blble, a.nd ‘as Ellen entered'
: _ehe sajd w1thout lookmg up,.. '
s t.his the" ‘text you mean, Ellen, Matt..v_
‘Whosoever 1ecelveth a- prophet m_-

the n.a.me of a prophet shall receive a pro—

phet’s reward”?. because tha,t I say, refers . *
,to missxs, not us’ . : .

“'-“No, that is not, t.he one I m%\.n, qulckly

-rephed Ellen, again taking up her bible, .

fthough I thmlc my text will sh:ow that
dces refer ‘to"us as ‘well as -missis. But
look here, Ephemans 6,5, 6, 7, and then
“knowmg that wha,tsoever'

or.free.” That' means us servants plain

- enough; that if we put. our hearts into
© serving the ten or dinner that missis gives,
‘we really are, countod ‘to give as much to

the Lord as- she'does Don't yc«u thmk
80, Mirtha 2°7 " ,

‘I don’t know; I never hea.rd tha.t before '
a:r.d must thmh ‘about it. Turn down the
page,” Dllen, and don’t keep me. da,wdling

B about " any longer or the dinner will be .

spoilt, a.nd then missis will bé ang'ry, and

: »Malrtha. bustled off ‘in wha.t seemed a yery
-ungracious manne«r
- dook’s ways, and ‘that she was ‘really a

~But - Ellen- kuew
good woman at heart, so she wxsely said no
though
she notxeed that thé: dinner was never bet-

'j ter ‘sent up and that - Martha - was qulte

thoughtful a.ll the’ evening

'Dhe next day the tlred mlesmnary be-
came 111 ‘and - was ordered complete rest
Glad as the

was a little uneasy ag to the burden cast on.

Martha had never seomed quite cordial to:
wards the guests she and hér husband so

y “honored and welcomed in - their Lord’s

name. . .
‘But a surprise awaited hér, for not only

~were all mea.ls well served, but the invalid’s
-appetite- wa.s ftempted by many a dainty

dish suggesied .by Martha herself, and when

"+ at'length - convalescence was reached, she
cfelt as much was due to her faithful ser- -
~vant as to herself.
"~ go in" conveying the missionary’s
-with her oW .

One day she told her
thanks

‘T don’t hnow how it was, Ma.rth.a that

" you S0 surpas=ed yourself,’ she =a.1d smil-

mg, ‘but I anm very grateful to you.’

-‘Don’t thank me,. ma.'am said Martha
bluntly, ‘I did it to the Lord as well as for
my duty to you, and it v&as Ellen there
who showed me ‘how glad I ought to be for
such a chance’ And she told the lady of

. -their cor.versmtion amd the texts
‘Mart.ha 1 am so glad,’ “said the - -lady,-

gwmg the handsha.ke of ‘a friend .43 ‘she
spoke. . ‘It.1s s0 h.a.ppy to - know that
while in God’s prov1dence we are mlstress

'a.nd servant’ hero for a time on ea.rt.h " We

aro yet £ *llow-serval.nts of the fame Master
in heaven. We sha.ll all do our work here
bebter for ‘working in’ sympa.thy for Him,
a.nd I tha.r.k you for tellmg ‘me.’ )

And the la.dy wag, right; the lxttle seed

sown -in.the bible-class,,a.nd ta.kmg root -in

Ellen’s, heart, brought forth- good, fruit-in
the future life-of Martha, and then of

others with wiom she was'. brought -in. con-
ta.ct.—‘ Friendly Greetmr .

especm.lly -as




