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‘WAt say the Clouds ou¥he
0 and Plain?
BY BARRY CORNWALD.

he clouds on ‘the hiil and
“We cine, we'go.*’
What aay the springs of the dream
o “ Weshrink, we flow.”
What say the maids in their changeful hours ?
o T % We faugh, we c:‘iy.” ' N
What'say the budding and fading flowers ?
o d'“ We live, we die” '
And thus all things go ra ging,
i From riddle to riddle ch'a”n?ing:: -
© - Fromday into night, from'life into death,
i Awd mo one knotgs why, my saniz sdith.

min

What say t plain !

ing brain?

A ftdle is good, and a trath is good,
“* And the loss, and gain .
Aud the €bb and the flsod, and the black pine
wood, ' '
N © " And the
To wake and to sl
detp, o
.. Aregood, say I;
And *tis good tolaugh,and 'tis good to weep ;
BRI t who knows why ?
© Yet thus all things go ranging, d-c.
We cumber the earth for a hundred years ;
Ve learn, we tedch
We fight amid perils and hopes, and fears,
B Famne’s fock 1o reach.
Wae boast that our fellows' are sages wrought
" In'toil and pain ;
mmon lesson by Natu
Doth vex the brain!
" Ok all u;ingsfhe(e‘lgb ranging, dec.
PROVERBS ABOUT THE WEATHER.—A wri.
ter ou ajmanacks, in.a-late number of the For.
eign .Quarterly Review, opens his discussion
' With a relerence to the popular prognostics of
the weather contained in almost all languages,
and handed down from generation to genera.
tion, - For instance, the English peasants have
these lines :
Thn.evening red and morning grey,
Are certain signs of a fuir day.
‘The evening grey, the morning red.
Makes the shepherd hang his head.

The Germans have e, sfmi!ar'suying g
. ‘Abend rath gut wetter bot_
Morgen roth mit regen droht.
- yevening red weather fine ;
Sofning red, of rain’s & sign.
In E“ghfld‘the‘y. say .
ebruary ail dike, be il black or be &
white ; )
“ Batifit be whito it's better to like.

The Norman peasant-explesses a like wikh
Tor snow in Febraary, but in terser langaage :}
Fevrier qui doone neige.
Bel ete noss plege. .
When February gives snows,
.- It fine suminer foreshows,

The:intense cold which generally prevaijls
abaug ‘andlemaslay, is the subject both of

rench ang German sayings. - Litchuniss
lonter gewig,”” ¢ A la Chandaleur, La grande
'onlgur;‘ and Sir' Thomaa Browne, in his
\ ulgar k{l_'fqgi."t'ells us, ** Theré is a general
ratdition 10 mést parts of ‘Burope, that infer-
Feth'tlye. coldnesg of- succeeding winter from

e shining of the sun on * Candle-mas-day,’
Recording to the roverbial distich,

; SiNol'splen escat purificate,,

. Major erit glicies Post festim qiam fuit
Yy, ooty e T
thc,h’ is \Eng"l‘ig"l‘_ae@ly in'the popular saying :

If Candlemas-day be fair and  bright,

While her will have anotner flight : .

ile the old saw that tells us,

-As the day lengthens .
i l‘érbieosdld 'stiéﬁgthgz:.
Ten e
iy € tBgE beépin en zylagen
... Din ¥ordm exp“f# Mﬂt’g:‘ fg%"gan'g*#n.
., e,

t

vast bare ‘plain ;.
eep, and to/ dream of the

Yet:the co re taught,

. | says the Engli

" Jofthe Lafontajne
" corréspondence

.

g

Mukes & fat barn and a 'ﬁn'@.”, - ' 1
sh proverb. The German tells
us, )
"Trockiter Marz,
Maj, o
Fulit scheunen, keller, bringt viel heu, .
A dry March, wet April, and a coql May,
. Full cellurs and, barns, and kive plehty. of
hay. ' ‘

. As cald May whd s windy,

Again, i : .

Maimonat kuh! und Brechm

Fulle beide bonden und fags
May cool and June Wwet,

bnat niss,

.
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‘the Governdr. Géhqm)mﬁ ** that the latter
refused to »carrﬂ:&_{ the theory of Re-
‘spoasible ‘GoverniiveM,”? by giving - his
Mihistry a'voice in.the disposal of patron-
ag®. The real quéstion at issue seems to
have been, whether Sir C. Metcalfe was
to be ‘a King lng or a.'Kihg Stork ;—
whether ho was 1o resign himself to the
passive functions-of a Constitutional Roy-
alty, or to assume the responsibility, influ-
ence, und active control of a sovereign’
who is his own prime Ministér. '

il both floor and vat. ‘
The peasaat of Normatidy again uges this,
raying, but, asthe Review
ference.” |
Froid Mai, chand Juin,
Donnent pain et vin. '

Gold May, June fine,
Give both bread and wine.

The importance of a dry 8pring ig declar.
ed by the English proverb—¢ A bushel of
March dust is worth a king's ransom,” wwhile
i the Germans, in like manner, declare ¢ Mar-

utaub ist dem Golde gleich, March dust fs
like gold.” ‘
i

E—————
From the London Atlas.

The Government of Canada.

The intelligence from Canada, is we
are sorry to say, of a most unsatisfactory
nature. The House of Assembly have
decioedly takenbart with the ex-Ministry,
.and have passed by a large. majority, a
resolttion virtaally - tondemning the con-
ductof the Gdvernor, Sir Chhrles Met
calfe. Tlis, according to all appearance,
made a dissolution inevitable. This alone
in the existing state of Canada, is a great
evil. Poiitical agitation, exasperatling res
collections, aunf party animésities, will
be revived in a country which was only
beginning to settle down jnto tranquility
after u civil war and years of effervesenee
l But a greater evil remainhs behind. What
| guarantee have we that the same party |
{ will not agaia comand a majority in. the
Elections?  And if so, what ‘must be the
result ! =Uncoaditional and huniiliating
submission of the Execative to the ex-
treme claims ot the French ard Radical
‘party, or @ suspension of the constitution
and military rule. The latter alternative
we take to be decidedly out of the quest
tion. Any atlempt to govern Canada
without, or in opposition to g popu’ar res
ptesentation, #ust infallibly lead at no
distant period to another insy rrection, and
to the probable loss of the whole of our
No:th American posdessions. Every-
thing, tberefore,’appears‘to]be staked up-
oh 'the chance of Sir C. Metcalfe being
gble 10 obiain a majority favorable to hig
policy by a fuir appeal to the Canadian
people in another election ; aad this chance
by all those best acquainted with the s:ate
of parties and public feeling in the Colos
ny, is considered to be very remote.

With all  our respect for Sir C. Met-
calle’s character, and-our preconceived
high opinion of his ability as -a statesmany,
we cunnot help .asking ourvelves whether
he is not playindg % most dangerous game.
To an unbinssed lovker o, it ‘appears as
il he were staking a’ Provinice against a
few paltry preferments, with the chances
‘on the cards all against' him. . . .

Mhe cause assigned for the Tesignation
Ministry, in their official,

|

says, “ with a dif-i

According 10 the theory of “‘Resp nsible:
Government,” embraced by the  French
and Canadian Liberal parties, the'goverr.

ment of the Colony should be conducted{

on precisely the Same principles as that of]
Eogland—that s to ‘say, Yirtually, 'by a
Minister comthanding a majority of the’
Heuse of Represeatatives, the functions
of the GovernorGeneral. being cohfined
to those of the 'Crown—’-namely the right
of vewd, the control over questions of
peace and iar, and general policy, the
right of dissolving the Assembly and se.

| lecting; his Ministry from among men who

can command & majority. Subject to
these general prerogatives, they coatend
that the internal afiairs of the Colony
ouglit to be admihistéred by a Ministry
chosen from among, ahd responsible to its
representatives, precisely in the sams
manner as the government of the Mother
Country is conducted by Lord Jolin Rus-
selor Sir Robert Peel. ~ Qn thig principle
they coaten:i that the disposal of the pa-
tronage. which in Eoglaud is left in the
hands of the Ministers of the day for the
political infiuence,, ought to be entrusted
in Canada to the Canadian Premier, and
not to the Governor-General,

On the other hand Sir €. Metalfe ctin-
tends that this resignation of the functions
and powers of the Governor-General into
the hands of 4 Parliainentary Administra.
tion ‘is inconsistent wiih his own respon-
sibility to the authyrities at hotne, with a
due subordinanon of a colony to a mother
country. We confess ourselves unable 1o
discover the force of this argumeat. The
subordination of the mother country dodbt-
less requires the supreme power, which, if
driven to the last alternative, is prepared
to maintain its connection and assert its
supremacy by force of arms. This is
undeniable ; but we cannot see why this
supreine controlling power may not be
exercised as well by a Governor-General
who acts the part of a Prime Minisier.
Our idea is, that it should be kept in re-
serve for great dccasions, and not e xercis-
ed in the detais of internal government

T

by returning a mijoilty favorable t4 them -
in the House of 'Asserbly, the Aalterna-
tive clearly lies between making the best
of a bad bargain, and trying 19 maks the
thing Work as well as we cah. with * Res-
ponsible’ Government,” or suspendiag the
Constitution and iryingto govern Cana-
da Without a Representative one. 'Of the
two courses nho reasonable mmn could
‘hesitale to ¥ay ‘that the latter is'the more
dangerous, indeed it woiild be so obvious-

4 ly fatal to the maintenance of the connec.

tion between England: and her North
American Colonies, that any aliefation
wot!d be preferable.

For these reaschs wa cannot view the
'question as most of our colemporaries apy
pear o do, as a malter of mere argu-
ment between Lafontaineand the Govern-
orsGeneral, in which the latter has the
best of t,  Sir Charles Metcalfs ‘may
‘have the best of il ten thousand tines
‘over and ovar in argument, but He will
have the worst of it in fact, unless he
‘can command & majority in the House of
Assembly, inan appeal to the people on
an election. Wae have, we repeat, the
Kighest confideuce in his character and
abilities, but we cannot shut our eyes to0
obvious facts ;'and ualess there.is some-

'thing yét behind the curtain which is not

yet disclosed—unless Sir C. Mefcalfe has
evidence that the Lafontaine and Bald.
'win minisiry,under the cloak of ‘Respon-
sible Goverhment’ were hatching designs
inconsisteht with the Bratish connection,
or with the rights and interests of British
born subjects ~-inless he has a well
grounded confidence in 'the results of an
appeal to the people of Canada by o new
Election, we cinnot but entertain se~
rious apprehensions, that he has made.a
(alse move, and that he i3, as we said bes
fore, playing a desperate and unequul
game, where the stake is a Province on
the ofie side and a liule patronuge aud a
reservation of theoretical ‘prerogalive on
the other,

Three Steamers will sail from Liver-
pool for the United States during the pre<
seat month of April.  The Royal tail
‘Steamers Acadia and Hibernia on the 4th-
and 19th, and the Gireat Western on the

The city of Coritt, the residence of. the
exiled Bourbon family, has been a theas
tre uf an atrocious murder commistedupon
the person of Count Autems; circum-
Stances are spread with the account of
this murder, that would render it, if true,.
a sidepieco to the famous ekecution or-

and patronage, which we believe, are
L much better Joft to a Ministry or Execyt-
ive Council represeuting the wishes of g
majorfty ‘of the inhabiants.

Howevet, the question is not so much

what is thé best system of Colgnial Go-
'vernmient in theory, but what in Canada,
atthe present moment, is best at practice.
Evenjif we take the strongest view agalnst
o doctrine of Responsible . Gov't, Tt
miust we think, be admitted, that practi-
cally the choice ties betweet two evils—

esponsible. GoVernmant, or a kuspen.
sion of the €onstitution, If the Canadjang
ishow their “attachment to the principles

by Lord.

dered by Queen Christine of Sweden
during her exile of France. ‘

It ‘&ppears from the Lo(ndo_n papers, .
that a public meeting is to be held in the -
opportunity for the eXpression of tfie ab- "
horfence felt in this coontry at the fatd’
measire udgpted by the Bripeior of R
sia against the Jews, . . .
The Freeman’s Jo

ten church dignitarje
rous array qf vicars and rectars qppdiqt'ti .
5,0_‘ Grey jn Ireland,. every indir
vidual is a0 ppponent. of the. aational syse. .
tem of .education whic

belween their iead. atid

-advocated by the Lafoniine Ministry,

professes-to support, -

o '

metropolis on an early day, 1o give an - -
urnal stdtes,’ that 6f‘f‘.

h-8ir - Robert Pedl- .
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