THE RESPONSIBLE PARTNERS.

BY EMILY HUNTINGTON MIELBR.

:
¢ Something must be doue, ladies,” said the president, -

«. firmly, thongh her veice trembled a little ;.** we have put
-" - this matter off from month to month, and we ave aimply
;- making our work harder by giving ourselves o much less
. --time. Of course we all ntend to do our part toward
. -raising the misaiowwoney————"‘ The tremble became
‘' .a-quaver as the good lady settled her glassés, that seemed
likely to slide down her nose, and folded the leaflat in
‘her hand iato fine oreases. Bh}? bent a reproachful look
“upon Mr, Jeremiah. Davis, who sowed in serone silerice
without lifting her eyes from her work. Mrs. Jeromiah
-+ Davis was the member who could iisaally, be depended
" upon to voice the sentiments of the suciety Tund_the
, ' timid ones who had not quite made” up their minds;as
. well as the bewildered ones who had been sure they held
an opposite opinion, generally foll into line, aud were
ontirely unanimous when they found themselves swept
into-the current of her smooth, authoritative speech.
Somebody alwaya must lead, and even great minds have
. found the relief of letting others make their decisions for
‘them. .
" ¢ Last year,” said the president, iaking up the thread
of her discourse after a little silence, ** we raised, as you
* .know, one huudred dollars less than the year before ;
and this year, unless we make some special effort, we
shall fall still farther behind ——"

““Behind what, Madame President,” asked Mrs.
Jeremiah Davis, in that smooth, gracious, courteous
manner which the ladies all recognized aa her -most

" datgerous weapou. ** Mis' Jeremiah's on the war path,”
whispered Sally Atwell, as she horrowed the scissors of
her next neighbar.

* Behind our usual amount,” replied the president;
¢ the amount the Board counts upon us to raise.”

Y don't ses why the Board should consider us nnder
obligations for any special amount,” said Mrs. Davis ;
 we intend to do what e can, but we make no pledgea.
1 had that point in mind when I opposed our binding
ourselves for special work ; though, of course, even in

". that case it is understood that we only agreg to do it if
we can.”

¢ And no one could have forsesn this dreadful financial

. depression,” echoed Mrs. Doubleday. .

. % No,"” said the president, who began to rise to the
occasion ; *‘no one could have forgseen it, and certainly

* not the officers of the Board, who were compelled to plan
their work and assnme financial responsibility beforehand
in utter ignorance of what the yesr might bring forth.”

“ And if they make mistakes of judgment, no matter
bow innocently, and assume responsibilitiea they cannot
meet, we certainly are not to blime, " said Mra. Jeremiah,
folding her hands and looking across the room as if she
had the officers of the Board arraigned for trial.

“But we want to help them out," said Miss Morris,
timidly.

* Certainly, wo want to, and we will do what we can ;
but some penPle talk as if it .was our debt and our
responsibility.’ . X

- “Spams to mo that is just-what it is, ladies,” said the
president. * The Lard has set his Church to do cartain
work for him in this world. We have no other buainess
but to spread the knowledgs of his gospel and help people

" to live by its principl The mi iouary ty is one

'

- responsiblity !
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of the organizations for doing that, and ita officors avs
our ‘ropresentatives that we have put there to mansge n
oertain part of ouir business for us. ~ We are not outsiders,
giving our money to charity. ~ We are responsible part-
ners; and a part of our duty is to furnish the money. If
we have failed to do that it is wo that are in debt, and
not the officers who administer our business. When we
talk vaguely about the debt of the Board and the dofi-
oienoy iu-the missionary society, we lose sight of our
personal . responsibility i the matter, and act as-if we -
might honorably throw the: burden of our debts upon
others, or luave those who trusted us to suffer,”

*‘ The Bosrd oeftainlﬁ takos the reggomibility of plan-
ning the work, sistor rfce." said Mrs Mernitt, < and
bhay ought to go cauntionsly.”

*'Yes, they plan our work for ua ; and that is part of
the daty we have assigned themn. They try to expend In
the wisest manner the money wo furnish them. After
they bave made their plans, it we fail to provide the
money we promised who is to blame? Here is a stock
company that employa certain men to plan and carry ont

'imgrovementﬂ forit. But after the work is projected
a1y

entered upon, the partnera do not furnish the money.
Oge deciden he neads all his capital in hik business, and -
another thinks his money will bring mote in sume other
inveatment, and another just neglects it, or loses interest
iuit. What can the managersdo] Abandon the work
already done at the risk of great loss, or go on in hope

-that the responsible partneys will surely come to the

rescue of their own interests ! Ladies, do let us try to
make this a Personnl matter, and take our share of
t

*Our shure wouldn't help much, with guch a debt
already on hand,” said Mrs. Field, despondently. ‘‘I
deolare, when a-dollar is so much to me,-and. so little
toward the grand total, I feol like keeping the dollar
when I know it'ill count.”

¢t 1 a’poae it's our doing that, makes the whole trouble,”
said little Mias Morris. ** You know how it was the time
we planned the surprise party for Jenmnie Allerton.
When it turaed out such a bad night everybudy thought,
*“ O well, they won't miss me in such s crowd, and T'll
stay home,” and so not a soul went but Malviny Dyer
and me. It was the most surprisin’ ﬁuby. !

““ That is exactly the way,” said the president, a good
deal relieved by the laughter that seemed to have cleared
the air. * tho falling off in the receipts comes in
dollars and half dollars kept out by good peuple who eay,
‘*My small gift cannot matter.” And the whole defi-
cieucy might be made up in the same way, by dollars and
half ]ollnn and dimes, if we would all take hold together
to holp.”

“Well, I'm ready to take hold,” aaid Bally Atwell,
energetically,  though I donno how in creation I'm ‘goin’
to git the money, 'nloss I give up & mianstrel show, the
way them fash'nable young wimmin down to the city did.
*Twould be kind of appropiats, seein’ its for the heathen,
don't you think so, Mra. Bryce?"”

‘“They say those girls got more'n a thourand dollars,”
remarked Grandma Cook. **All the folks crowded in
to eee ‘em dance and sing. Of courso you couldn'’t tell
who was who when they were blacked up, bgt T shonld
thought their mothers would bated to have'em do it.
Most of ‘em think its dretful indeli¢ate for women to
lsoture or talk in publie, or even to speak in meetin'. I
domlxno just what Saint Paul would s’ aaid 'bout min-
strels,” - )
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