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hand-luggage, and so pressing were they in their altentions,
that had not older, and consequently braver, missionaries been
with us, I don't know whether any of us would have escaped
- «1ell the tale. A great zontrast to these hall-ciad, repulsive
uolies were the quiet, gentlemanly Christian natives who had
<ome down to welcome us.  What a reliel it was to look in
their faces and feel that you could trust them. Tt gave our
hearts a great throb of}:lcnsurc lo grasp these by the hand,
‘lunking meanwhile of how once they were in the darkness,
lut now are in the light. [t was an encouragement 1o meet
these on landing at the shores of this heathen country.

Afier a_few days of shopping our party separated, Dr. and, _

Mrs. Smith, Misses Priest and Murray for Cocanada, Mr.
Chuteto Palmur, to visit his Lrother, and mysell to Bangalore.
O arriving here T found all well--mother just recovering from
her attack of fever.  For a couple of weeks I did nothing but
snpack and get used 10 my new surroundings, and very pleasant
+his occlipation proved to be,

Rangalore is delightfullyxgool, and the English part of the
iy is rather pretiy. I did not expect to find it such a prety,
ultured city as it proyds to be. here are some very pleas- ¢
wit well-kept parks in the city, one of which compares very

“wvorably with Queen's Park of Toronto.

Since beginning Telugu my days have been full. 1 have
wnshi two hours a day, conversation with Mrs. Veerasawmy

papa’s helper’s wife—one hour a day, and 1 study two hours
v day by myself.  That makes five hours a day for Telugu. |

' that is about enough to devote 1o onc subject. Tt leaves
wetwo or three hours for taking the air as well as time
+r my correspondence and other dutits.— Some of-my friends
«n Uanada tald me that Telugu would come back to me, be-
rause 1 had spoken it as a child.  But I cannot say it is. Per-
havs I am laboring under a delusion, it may he coming
uck + if so, my sympathies are with those to whom it is st
sming back. Tt is not extremely difficult, but I find it re-
quites hard work, just like any other subject 1 ever alieppted®
o mastér.  The time when Ishall know it well enough 10
begin teal work sometimes jooks unatiainably distant, hut }
remember that only by faithfully learning each day’s lessan
an [ arrive at the long-desired point, when I shall {)c able to
ommand the language. I want to get to work, and [ hope 1
“hall in the Master’s good time.  I'imagine some one asking
' Are you glad you went to India; are you as enthusiastic
wer ithow as you were here in Canada? ™ To these I would
wswer ' Yes, [am glad I am a missionary. 17 I wanted tor
"w one at home, I want much more to be one now that [ am
nere s 1 want to partake in the work.” The conference at
Samuleotta is just over; we bave heard no reports from it yet.
Vou may imagine how I Jonged to go, but duly secemed to
-all me to Telugu  The journey would take many days. I
would take too much time from my study.  But I went with
‘ather to the American Conference at Vinukonda. | wonder
i you know what an undertaking it is o travel in India?
When I was in school reading ** Bellum Britannicum ™ [ used
‘o read how when Caesar and his compiany marched they
slways bad some men detailed to look after the ** impedi’
menta,” which we translated into ** baggnge.”  And when we
travel in India we do it with considerable **impedimenta
along --cots, bedding, luncheon, water, besides your valise of
tlothing. Travelling israther slow. Vinukondais ** about” 300
tules from here,and it taok us thirty-six hours to go. The delay
wchiefly at stations. I used (o to think the guard got out and
had a smoke and a nap ai each station.  But at last we did
arrive in the dead of night, and after greeting the residem
missionary, and the guesls who had already arrived, we put
ap our cots and snatched a few hours of sleep before morning.
There were between fiflty and sixty missionaries present, be-
sides a large number of native brethren.  The Conference
proper lasted from Friday Dec. 2gth until Tuesday [an. 2nd.
Every Qny was full of meetings, which I believe, were enjoyed
v all.© The questions of fuller organizat’on for conference,
snd of Telugu examinations were fully discussed. [ think
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most of those present were in favor of a mote fully organized
conference-and of Telugu examinations.  We had one or two
very good prayer meetings, when God came very near to us,
and gave us the blessing he has promised 10 his waiting
children. Personally I enjoyzd the Conference very much. |
could not have been made more welcome had | belonged to
the Mission, and the intercourse and helpful exchange of ideas
regarding the work did me good. [ feel that my outlook is
broader. 1 have touched ‘ the Kingdom " at more points
than merely those of our own Society.  Some of the reports
from stations were very encouraging, some nol so much so,
bup each missionary seemed resolved 1o work harder next
year, and thankful for mercies of this year. It is much more
inspiring to hear the report and sec.the giver's face, than to
read it printed in a magazine.

But [ must bring this long letter 10 a close.  There have
been so many things to tell you of, that I am afraid my letisr is
rather erratic as far as composition is concerned.  When I am
at real work, 1 hope to have something more interesting 1o
tell, but suffer this from a raw recruit.

Denr friends, do not forget me when you are speaking tu
the Father ; | peed His blessing, and believe me when I say
I remember before Him the werk at home. 1 see now, morc
than ever before, how important the home side of the work is,
and I thank God for the faithful workers there. It is *“hard
times ™" this year, givers, so we hear.  Well, it is hard, hard
times in the Lord’s Kingdom out in dark India.  Soulsare
slarving for the /iving bread ) thirsting for the Water of Life,
and you women in énnad:\ are responsible for some of these
souls. Are your limes harder than theirs ?

And now, good-bye.  As I write, dear readers, 1 am think-
ing of many, whose hands clasped minc, and whose faces
looked sympathy inlo mine,at the various meetings T attended
before leaving you. I cannot mention you all by name, but |
like to think of vou deing God's work at home, and some-
times remembering in prayer one who feels the neced of the
Divine blessing, and it is to you that I send from over the
seas my warmest love and greeting.

Karte 50 McLavris.

Work at Home.
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