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Grand Officers to visit 1+he Lodges."
In the year 1726, further legisia-

tien in this direction was fonnd ne-
cessary, on account of the great
increase of the Craft and in1 the num.-
ber of country Lodges. The office of
Provincial Grand Master was there-
fore created by constitutional enact-
ment, so that there niight be an
immediate head in each province, to
whom, application might *be made in
ail matters concerning which juris-
diction was given to hlm, without
waiting for the decision or opinion of
the Grand Lodge.

The duties and powers of the Pro.
vincial Grand Master were defined by
the constitutional provisions creating

-the office; and from an examination
of these provisions we find that they
are very siinilar to our present regu-
lations governing the office of District
Deputy Grand Master. Their whole
tenor is the same. and ini many parts
the language is identical in both.

We Mnay then fairly conclude that
our District Deputy Grand Masters
are the legitimate successors here, of
the English Provincial Grand Masters;
or that they have taken their place
here, and that their origin raay be
placed iu the year 1726. And as the
office has been created by enactment
in every case 'whe-re it exists; it fol-
lews that the regulations which gov-
ern it are to be consideredl as local in
their character, and as net forming
part of the general Masonic law.

SDistrict Deputy Grand Masters can
only eoercise suc& functions as are
special.i1 given Io t/iem by the coiistitu-
itoial provisiois wldeh, create the office;
and subject to the explanations and
modifications thereof mnade from time
to time by the Grand Lodge under
wbich they act. They are the assist-
ants or deputies of the Grand Master,
.and are distinguished from the real
tkputy Grand Master by the limita-
ton of their powers te a particular
'urisdiction or district.

They have no inherent powers, such
are possessed'by the Grand Master,

and th'py cannot assume to. exkercise!

any prorogatives which are not lIa'
down in the Constitution. lu t4e
first Constitution of the Grand Lodge
of Canada, a provision wasinoe,
that the r istriet Deputy Gran'& M14à-
ter (in the absence of the Gran~
Master and Deputy Grand Masterý
should Lave, in is district, rank aud
powers siniiar to those possessed by
the Grand Master himself. This
clause was afterwards struck out; and
we are, therefore, spared the cou-
sideration of what would 110W be
certain to, te, the cause of many and
serious complications. It is far botter
that the duties and powers of this
officer should be strictly defined,
rather than) that an opening should
be left for eoh, occupant of the office
tô decide for himself 'what his pre-
rogatives should be.

In noticing the subject of District
Deputy Grand Masters more in doetai,
we find that there are four points to
be considered, namely:-

1. Their Selection.
2. Their Duties.
3. Their Powers.
4. Their Disabilities.

Before, however, proceeding fur-
ther, it is necessary to mention that
the regulations which goveru this
office differ widely in different juris-
dictions. They depend solely upon
local law, and it is therefore impos-
sible to make any observations of
general application. Our remarks
will be confined to the j urisdictions
of the Grand Lodges of Canada and
Quebee. The provisions regarding
the office of District Deputy Grand
Master ini the Constitutions of these
two Grand Lodges are very similar.
They differ only in a few points, and
these différences will be, noticed as
they arise.

I.-TI1MM BELECTION.
The District Deputy Grand Master

for ea-.h district is elected each yg
by such of the representatives of the.
Lodges in the Dlistrict as are presep;t
at the Annual Coimunication of 'the
Grand Lodge.


