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@rand Officers to visit the Lodges.”
_ In the year 1726, further legisla-
tion in this direction was found ne-
cessary, on account of the great
increase of the Craft and in the num-
ber of country Liodges. The office of
Provincial Grand Master wag there-
fore created by constitutional enact-
ment, so that there might be an
immediate head in each province, to
whom application might be made in
all matters concerning which juris-
diction was given to him, without
waiting for the decision or opinion of
the Grand Lodge.

The duties and powers of the Pro-
vincial Grand Master were defined by
the constitutional provisions creating
the office; and from an examination
of these provisivns we find that they
are very similar to our present regu-
lations governing the office of Distriet
Deputy Grand Master. Their whole
tenor i3 the same, and in many parts
the language is identical in both.

‘We may then fairly conclude that
our Distriet Deputy Grand Masters
are the legitimate successors here, of
the English Provincial Grand Masters;
or that they have taken their place
here, and that their origin raay be
placed in the year 1726. And as the
office has been created by enactment
in every case where it exists; it fol-
lows that the regulations which gov-
ern it are to be considered as local in
their character, and as not forming
part of the general Masonic law.

_ District Deputy Grand Masters can
only exercise such functions as are
specially given to them by the constitu-
tional provisions whick create the office;
and subject to the explanations and
modifications thereof made from time
to time¢ by the Grand Lodge under
which they act. They are the assist-
ants or deputies of the Grand Master,
and are distinguished from the real
Deputy Grand Master by the limita-
tion of their powers to & particular
jurisdiction or district.

__They have no inherent powers, such
58 axe possessed by the Grand Master,
aud they cannot assume to. exercise

any prerogatives which are not laid
dowa in the Constitution. In the
first Constitution of the Grand Liodge
of Canads, a provision was inserted,
that the Tistrict Deputy Grand Msas-
ter (in the absence of the Gran

Master and Deputy Grand Master

should have, in his district, rank and
powers similar to those possessed by
the Grand Master himself. This
clause was afterwards siruck out; and
we are, therefore, spared the con-
sideration of what would now be
certain to be, the cause of many and
serious complications. It is far better
that the duties and powers of this
officer should be strictly defined,
rather than ihat an opening should
be left for euch occupant of the office
to decide for himself what his pre-
regatives should be.

In noticing the subject of District
Deputy Grand Masters more in detail,
we find that there are fonr points fo
be considered, namely:—

1. Their Selection.
2. Their Duties.

8. Their Powers.

4. Their Disabilities.

Before, however, proceeding fur-
ther, it is necessary to mention that
the regulations which govern this
office differ widely in different juris-
dictions. They depend solely upon
local law, and it is therefore impos-
sible to make any observations of
general application. Our remurks
will be confined to the jurisdictions
of the Grand Liodges of Canada and
Quebee, The provisions regarding
the office of District Deputy Grand
Magster in the Constitutions of these
two Grand Lodges are very similar.
They differ only in a few points, and
these differences will be noticed as
they arise.

1.—~—THEIR SELECTION.

‘The District Deputy Grand Master
for each district is elected each year,
by such of the representatives of {he
Lodges in the District as are presept
at the Aniinal Comminication of the
Grand Lodge.



