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thin prairie grass. There isstill another very important consideration regarding these
level prairie landsi that is, that many of thema cannot be settled on tili drained of the
sour and unwholesone surface water, and, from the nature of the country draining is
a very expensive operation, and not unfrequently entirely impracticable. D)eep perma-
nent springs are often very difficult to find, and there is much suffering both by man
and best for want of really good pure water.

To corroborate what I have said, with regard to. the deficiency of the yield of wheat,
and other crops in the United States, I give below a quotation from a very late and
very clever publication by John Jay, being " A statistical view of A merican Agriculture,
its home resources and foreigu markets, &c., in an address delivered at New York before
the American Geographicai and Statistical Society, on the organization of the Agri-
-cultural Section," New York, 1859. " The average number of bushels of wheat to
the acre in Alabama and Georgia is five; in North Carolina, Virginia and Tennessee,
seven, ranging upwards in the other States until it reaches twelve in New York, Ohio,
and Indiana; thirteen in Maryland and Vermonti fourteen in Iowa and Wisconsin;
fifteen in Florida, Pennsylvania and Texas; and sixteen (the highest average) in Mas.
sachusetts. Oats range from ten bushels to the acre through various intermediate
gradations, to thirty-five and thirty-six bushels, whilch is the highest.". The journal of
the Highland Society of Scotland thus observes. " If the abo.ve statement, as given
by Mr. Jay, be correct, the state of farming in many parts of America must be indeed
in a wretched condition-the American maximum corresponds to our minimum," adding
however the following, which appears to be only too true with regardto late years, but
reports of this years crop indicate that the evil.is not progressing. "We believe,"
says the Journal, " that the wheat crop has recently suffered much from the increased
ravages of inse'cts, and from various diseases to which it seems to be becoming m#ore
and more subject."

Since the above was written, the prospects of the wheat crop in the United States
this year appear to be more promising than usual, and in Canada there is every pros-
peet of a very handsome return. From all quarters of Canada West, reports have been
sent to this office of expected large crops of wheat, say f rom 30 to 40 bushels peracre,
and of spring grain most abundant supplies, including that of Indian Corn, and corrobo-
rative of what T have stated, with regard to the yield of this grain in Illinois not exceed-
ing 40 bushels per acre, I again quote Mr.. Jay's statements, as given.by the same
journal:-" Commencing, he says, at eleven bushels per acre, the returns of produce
of Indian Corn range, through various gradations in the different States, up to. 32.in
Vermont and Iowa; 33 in Indiana; 34 im Missouri; 36 in.Ohio, and:40 in Connecticut."
This-last is the highest return given.

1 am Sir, Yours with respect,.

Secretary Bureau of Agriculhire.
Toronto,.July 22, 1859.

THE WHEAT-FLY, AND THE REMEDY.

7b the Editors of the Agriculturist.
The attention of the country seems now to be fully 47oused to the importance.which

must.attachto this subject, and it is certaialy time that the eil thleateninLg western Ca.
nada,, through the destruction of the %wheat crops, shiould cau'se farmers-to devise*.ome
means by whic'h to save their grain; or in case that can not be done, to :adopt intie
a system of culture that will enable then to turn their attention tsuccessfully to the..rais-
ing of products heretofore-mucli neglected.

9The,midge advances gradually through the country, at the rate, it is supposeil, Of
about 10 or 12 miles .each year, but its progress varies according to the nature Of the
grôund, and through peculiarities of the season. A few lead the way, tleir numbers
gradually incro-ase,. and the un\vary and hitherto iueperienced farmer is-selaom aWare
of-the presence of Lis unwelcome visitor till the s>cor.d or third yearof hie occupancy.
Once.established, there he rc.mains, and send. forth freh bruods te cove; new terntory.
The writer first encountered tho wheat fly in a remnote parisU of. Lower Canada in the


