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of conversation among all the gossips of the place for
the next nine days. No wonder that she feels ner-
vous, and that ber manners are constrained, and that
nothing looks easy or natural about her, from her
neck-ribbon to ber shoe-tie.

Have you seen the bride yet? What do yôu
think of her ? How was she dressed ? Is she tal, or
short? Pretty, or plain ? Stupid, or clever ? Lively,
or quiet ?" are all questions certain to be asked, and
answered according to the taste and judgment of the
parties to whom tbey are put; besides those thousand 1
little interludes which spring from envy, ill-nature,
and all uncharitableness. The week following they,
in courtesy, must return all these visits ; and, oh,
what a relief it must be when ail this stiff complimen-
tary nonsense is over, and they are once more at
home to themselves and their own particular friends!

There is another custom, peculiar to Canada and
the United States, which I cordially approve, and
should be very much grieved for its discontinuance.

On New-Year's day all the gentlemen in the place
call upon their friends, to wish them a happy new
year, and to exchange friendly greetings with the
ladies of the family, who are always in readiness to
receive them, and make them a return for these
marks of neighbourly regard, in the substantial form
of rich cakes, fruit, wine, coffee, and tea. It is gene-
rally a happy, cheerful day; all faces wear a smile,
old quarrels are forgotten, and every one seems
anxiou to let ill-will and heart-burnings die with the
old year.

A gentleman who wishes to drop an inconvenient
acquaintance, has only to omit calling upon his


