4 ' SOLOMON

mght of distant hills. Hence our Journey Night found us

still in the ¢ Western Reserve.” Ohio has some queer names of

her own for porblons of her territory, the ¢ Fire Lands,’ the

¢ Donation Grant,’ the ¢Salt Section, the ¢ Refugee’s Tract,

and the ¢ Western ‘Reserve’ are names well known, although ]
not found on the maps. Two days more and we came into the

coal country ; near by were the ¢ Moravian Lands,’ and at .the

end of the last da.ys tride we crossed ‘a yellow bndge over a

stream called the ¢ One-Leg Creek.’

‘I have tried in vain to discover the origin of this name, T - -

said, as we leaned out of the carriage to watch the red leaves

- float down the slow tide.

. ¢ Create one; then. A one-legged so]dler, a farmer's pretty
- daughter, an elopement in a ﬁat-bottomed boat, and a home
upon this stream which yields its stores of catﬁsh for their sup-
port,’ suggested Erminia. ‘

‘ The original legend would be better than that if we could
“only find it, for real life is always better than fiction,” I
" answered. “

. ¢In real hfe we are all masked ; but in fiction the a.uthor
shows the faces as they are, Dora.”

‘I do not believe we are all masked, Ermmm.. T can .read
my friends like a printed-

<0, the wonderful faith of youth ! y said Ernnma, retiring
upon her seniority.

Presently the little church on the hill came into view through

a vista in the trees. .We passed the mill and its flowing race,

the blacksmith’s shop, the great grass meadow, and drew up in

front of the quaint hotel where the trustees allowed the world’s

people, if uninquisitive and decorous, to remain in the-Commu-
nity for short periods of time, on the payment of three dollars
per week for each person. This village was our favorite re-
treat, our little hiding-place in the hill-country; at that time
it was almost as isolated as a solitary island, for the Commu-
nity owned thousands of outlying acres and held no intercourse
with the surrounding townships. Content with their own, un-

. ‘mindful of the rest of the world, these Germans grew steadily -

~ richer and richer, solving quietly the problem of co-operative

labor, while the French and .Americans worked ‘at it in vain
with newspapers, orators, and even cannon -to aid them. The

- members of the Community were no ascetic anchorites ; each




