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It is said tt;rttl & proverb is ‘the wis-
dom of many and.the wit of one” This
definition’ fits this .case, and Victorians
cannot adopt any better slogan”th"ﬁf
this proverb of the ploneers.

i oSt o
A NOTABLE CEANGE

The Saturday Review, which-is the
outward and visible maniféstation’ of
time-honored | English = Conservatism,
that is political Conservatism in its
higher. sehse and not merely as a party:
shibboleth, recently admitted to itscol-
umns two articles’ in Which the writers
endeavored to show that the end of the
old Conservative party is at hand. Re-
duced to its’last'analysis the Conserf~
vative idea’ in England—we purposely

confiné these observations to that part \has Been done, if ‘ever they are called
of the United Kingdom—has been that {-upon to do so:

there is a géverning class; composed in
part of those who have inherited certain
positions, and in part ‘of those who by
reason of 'some peculiar qualities may
be able to force themselves into it. Of
the latter Disraeli was representative,
although he was an extreme type. His
official’ biography, mow  hbeing issued,
shows him to have been playing a game
from the. day when, little more than a
boy he told Lord - Melbourne that he
wanted to be ‘Prime Minister. Mel-
bourne assured him that his ambition
was hopeless, for he said the great Con-
servative families had arranged for the
succession; but Disraeli knew-his game
and played it to a brilliant finish. Under
his leadership the Conservative party
became a party of expedients. ,Lord Sal-
isbury, who was the mcarna.tlonvof the
Conservative idea, checked the course of
the party, but when héipassed off the
Stage, the policy of expediency. became
again the order of the day. Mr. Cham-
berlain sounded a truly imperial note
and the Conservatives rallied round him, ('
although mogt of them had at one time
roundly denounced him as the most
dangerous of Radicals. Then an Irish
Disraeli in the person of Mr. J. L. Gar-
vin came to the front and for some
years he has been leading the party a
merty dance. The climax was capped
when Mr. Balfour proposed that in the
event of a deadlock between the Lords
and the Commons there should be a
referendum. This may be right enough
in principle; we are not discussing prin-
ciples, but only relating facts; but it is
the very reverse of the old-time prin-
ciple of Conservatism. It throws the
idea of a governing class to the winds;
it, disregards the ancient British idea
of representative institutions; it ap-
peals to the Demoecracy, not -‘as the
court of last resort, but as an ever
active factor in legislation. This mé.y
be a step in the right direction, but it
is not Conservatism. }

As a matter of fact the Conservative
party under the ostensible leadership of
Lord Lansdowne and Mr. Balfour, but
really driven by.Mr. Garvin, is out-
Radicalling the Radicals.. We pointed
this out long ago in discussing the
Lansdowne-Rosebery plan for the re-
form of the House of Lords. These two
peers, one of them a Conservative, and
the other a Whig of the old school, pro-
posed at a single step to take the House
of Lords further on the road to extine-
tion than the so-called Radicafs would
80 in two - generations. Mr. Asquith
claims - that the Parliament Bill will
conserve the Hereditary Chamber, while
rgstricting its powers.. It is a ‘conser-
vative measure in that, while prevent-
ing the blocking of Tegislation by the
Peers, it preserves what has for cen-
turies been one of the strongestihul-r
warks of the British nation. The plan|
favored by the  Marquis of Lansdowne
would eliminate ' absolutely ' from tte
British Constitution the hereditary right
of legislation, by creating a new elec-
tive body to be chosen by a limited con-
stituency. Under this plan the Lords
were to elect an Upper. Chamber. There
are objections to the creation by the
Crown of hereditary legislators in
batches large enough to force legisla-
tion through  the Upper - House, but
these objections would’ not apply to the
creation of a sufficient number of peers
for the purpose of enlarging the con-
stituency by which the members of that
House should be elected. Under the
Lords plan of reform a tremendouys
power would be placed in the hands of
the government of the day; which might
of its own sweet will change ‘the whole

ition’ in which the eity councli
Itself placed, and ¢

men took hold ef the duestion as a busi-
ness man would ‘take hold of a private
ixixdérgalklng, keeping ‘In- mind only a
»sii;gle object, namely, the deslrabllitrot
securing the best possible” contract for
the great.amount of paving that had to
be done, there was a universal chorus
of approval. The feeling is that busl-
ness principles have prevailed in’ this
highly important matter, ~The property
ownérs will unhesitatingly endorse what

The -announcement of the decision of
the cbuncll procfuced a profound ~ef§oot-
not only in Victoria, but elsewhére.
News of the letting -of thé contract has
been telegraphed far and wide. - All thé
great English dailles’ have had “de-
spatches telling of it, and Victoria has
received such a degree of prestige as
has been the lot of few. cities.

THE SITUATION AT OTTAWA

Sir ‘Wilfrid Laurier has decided to go
to Ottawa. The explanation given: for
his change of plans is that if he re-
mained at homehis reason for so do-
ing wmight be misunderstood in the
United Kingdom. It. would not be the
cl{w,ncg' of a misunderstanding = that
would trodble the Prime Minister, but
the fact that everyone -in ‘the United
Kingdom and -éverywhere slse would
put theonly possible construction upon
his absence, which would be as was
stated in . the _colunms ' yesterday,
namely, either that he regarded the .Im-.
perial Conference as of minor import-
ance or he was. afraid to trust his
colleagues in charée of the House.
Speaking of the prospective absence of
the Prime Minister from. London, and
it is fair to .say that the article was
in type and in the paper before the
Ottawa despatch stating’ that he in-
tended to go was received, we said
that while his absence from the. coro-
nation would not be very material, his
absence from the donference would be
culpable. 'We :think no injustice is
done ~him in saying that the course
he has adopted shows that ha took this
view of the case himself., For Canada
to be unrepresented at the Imperial
Cenference because her Prime Minis-
ter chose to remain at Ottawa for the
purpose of forcing a trade agreement
With the United . States through the
House would have created an impres-
sion that could be effaced only with
very great difficulty. Conceding as we
must all concede, that the first duty
of a Canadian Premier is to Canada, we
are unable to see how any one could
pretend that the adoption of the re-
ciprocity agreement is of such impor-
tance that it could’' not be delayed for
a month or two in order that Canada
might be properly r:epresented at . .a
conference between the Premiers of
the Empire.

It is not proper to charge Mr. Bor-
den with pursuing a policy of obstruc-
tion. Under our system of parliamen-
tary‘ government the members of elth'er
House have a right to discuss any and
every question as they may see fit. It
may be, as has been stated, that ours
is the only Engllsh-speaking Parlia-
ment in the world, where there is no limit
to debate; but such is the rule~in the
Canadian 'Parliament, angd the oppon-
ents of any measure have the right to
avail themselves of whatever advant-
age it gives them. Mr.. Borden has
pursued a dignified and patrotic course
throughout tne somewhat difficult sit-
uation that has arisen.  He had no
desire to 'see Canada unrepresented at
the Conference; he was unwilling - to
Consent to the shortening of the recip-
rocity debate. It is important . that
the people ‘of Canada Shall be edu-
cated as to the true significance of the
agreement, and the one way by which

on the floors of Parliament. We--g.;'e
told by a“local contemporary that the
Opposition threatened to block suppiy
80 as to force a dihapluuom: There
is no warrant for such a statement.

complexion of the Upper Chax{ber by

this can be done is by full discyssion |

us | recan witbmixed feelings; lays"
down 'the proposition that

priety, and .he not only gave in his
baok a 1ot of irke;,y,usetul rules, but also
a list of adverbs; prepositions, conjunc~
tions and interjections, in which he
‘sought to .cover ‘the whole scope ' of
English speech, ' The presumption -is

into which. as far as we: know, gram-
mars do not Dpenetrate; but if he were
.alive to  hear his “beloved language,

spiritual ears, wherewith to hear, he
must -have many a bad quarter of an
hour,. It is not only the marvellous
variety of accents that are employed.
These are sufficiently numerous and €X+
‘traordinary to bring confusion to the
mind. Between the cockney tone and
the -extreme Victoria, B. C. accent
there is a great gulf fixed, but the re-
sources of- a typésetting machine are
inadequate to illustrate . ifs breadth |
and profundity. it is. of the
use of words .to. which reference.is to
be made. Mr. Eiennie says in his book"
aforesaid - that ‘“‘very” is the superlas
vt'ive; and 8o for a great many genera- |
tions it was. supposed to be. ‘But- it ig
net so -any . Ionger. Suppose,-‘for exs
amplé, some one should ask you if you
were fond of Bridge and you should |

impression you wéuld be likely . to con-
vey would be that you did not alto-
gether. dislike it.
‘the” game In high esteem, you would

fully, or that you are mad about it,
or fomething like that. ‘
lady appear on a platform and sing
very ‘well, and that is all yow said; her
friends would be likely “to think you
did not think so. To make them feel
that -you really appreciated her per-
formance you would have to say- that
she ‘sang divinely or that her voice is
too perfectly sweet for anything or
some other ‘combination of ~words. 1If
a little rain happens to fall, thé re-
sult is beastly weather. Ifr yéu g0
to a . dance and . do not greatlyi
enjoy yvourself, you feel' that you can-z
not do the “subject justice by any suchi
expression.: You will tell your froends |
that you had-a perfecfly rotten time.{
In a reecent mnovel written .for people{
of refinement’ and dealing with' char-}
acters who are assumed 'to be refined, |
2 lady informs another that a mutual

friend is a perfect rotter;‘ You  talk
about things that are awfully mnice;

your friend's baby is awfully pretty.
That is to say you contradict your- :
self in almost 6Very sentence, because
Mr. Lennie's list of adverbs is not.!
sufficient for your purposes. Perhaps
there is no use in protesting, but really
it would not be a' bad idea if we:
dropped back to the maages of former |
days and once more learned to speak
the English language with propriety.

Thq Duke of Connaught says that
Scotsmen have played an  important
part in the history of Canada. After
His Royal Highness has served a term‘
in’ the vice-royalty he will ﬁouder how,
he came to see things in that light.
e will then realize that what he ought
to have said wag .that Cana.da.' has
played an important part in the history
of some Scotsmen.
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Washington Horso Show o
WASHINGTON, May. . 4—President
Taft, :Mrs. Taft, Miss Helen Taft and
other leaders:in official, ‘political and
social Washington attended the opening
of the ‘national capital horse show to-
day. T -

T e, £
No Women in Conferences
TORONTO, May 4—The court of ap-
Deals of the Methodist church today de-
cided that under no clrb\im:stgtncss are
Women . to represent Methodist congre-

hl.a. conference, wheré women elected by
the quarterly board to repregent thef|

There may have been some wild allega-

church, were refused admission to the

Mr.. Lennle, in'a book. which some’ of

Englisn {|
grammar is 'the. ‘art’ of speaking 'and |
‘writing the English language with pro- |

the ‘Mr. Lennie has gone to that bourne |

spokgn as it.now s, or if he ' has i

say fhat you Were Very fond of it, the ‘

“If you really hold |
be expected to sdy that you liké it aw- |

Should * a ||

gations at national conferences. The"
issue was raised by the: British Colum-- ‘

Furnishings

gmpro ve the Appearance

our Dining Room---It’s
‘our Best Ch

It is a(_ éimple matter to improve the<appearance of your dining-room by visiting our furhiture floors with all the new-
est attractiohs in designs for the dining-room. It is also an easy matter to pay the price asked for these goods, because they

are very small in comparison with the article and its high quality and Heautiful workn:anship. Remember, you cannot im-
prove the ‘appearance of the dining-room or make it more comfortable unless you make selections from the proper stocks.
We not only want you to see the beautiful furniture, but also the Cargété, Curtains, China and Silverware, that all add to
the appearance of a pretty and comfortable room. We can do your home complete and in the most satisfactory manner.

By ‘all means see our display.

A Spl_endid Choicé of Baffets

More attractive Buffet Styles have never before been shown!

Select one from our-wonderful showing on the third

floor. If you are bewildered with them—becatise they are all so beautiful—and really don’t know what would look best in

your dining-room, let us make a few suggestions for you.

because:of our long experience.

very pfs&’y Styles.in Golden Oak.

SidAepa.a‘qis‘ in.golden elm, fr(S,m

Extension Dining
"« Tables
There is ‘no more important pieces

of dining*room furniture than the table. -
The dininig-room table is the pride of

many a home-keéper. The beautiful
tbp of ‘a-stylish table is'-admired by
every visitor. You must have the ta-
ble correct.

Get a real good one. We show a

great choice of really fine table styles,
and have them in all the popular woods
and finishes of the newest designs. The
tables are in either pedestal or regular
styles, and in round and square tops.
There is a table style and a table size
that adds to the appearance of your
dining-room.

_From the low-priced table in golden

fir to the rich, handsome creations. in
polished mahogany, is a range of styles
not equalled by any other establish-
ment in the West.  Come in and see
them.

Golden Fir Tables, from ......$7.50
Solid-Golden Oak Tables from $25.00

Early English Oak Finish' Tables
from vene....$14.00

Early English Finish: Solid Oak Tables
from el eRBe s U E2500

ot et e LS00
Sideboards.in Empire oak, golden finish, from. .. -$22.50

. Sideboards in solid oak, golden finish, from. ... . $30.00

You will find we will be of great assistance to you in our ideas,

There’s no better time than now to make vour selection. We have a magnificent collection
ready fo# you.. We have all the latest popular woods and finishes—Early English, Mission style, are still popular.

Some

‘Buffets in golden surface oak, from

Buffets in solid golden oak,.from

Buffets in Early English oak, from

Buffets.in- Early English, solid oak .............

Seléct China Cabinets
Your

What’s the use of having beautiful
T china and cut glass if you have it lock-
Dlﬂlng 4 ed away somewhere in the dark to
keep it from the dust and where there is
Room
Chairs
From

no_chance of getting it broken. * You
seldom see these beautiful specimens,
Our Fine
Collection

and your friends do not know you pos-
sess such things. You certainly want

The dining-room chairs are the most
used furniture pieces in the room, and

something to display -these pieces of
yours.

Get one of the beautiful China Cabin-
ets and keep your choice bits of china
and glass safe, and also add to the ap-
pearance and attractiveness of the
room. :The cost is little, and you will

should be carefully selected. Only well n}ever; FERIEE e outlaly. OEr preseft
built chairs should be purchased.” Our Tanpn s Most complete,ishowing an
chairs are properly designed and are
constructed 'to withstand just as hard
and rough usage as chairs must get.
The styles are very pleasing and there
is'a great variety here. Having just re-
ceived a large shipment, do not fail to
inspect’ our offerings in dining-room

excellent range of styles -and prices.
chairs before making any purchases.

Come up to our third floor and let us
- show you a China Cabinet that will fit
You'll find both styles and values are
much superior.

your dining-room, and at prices that
will fit your purse.

Dining-room Chairs in golden  finish,

' from SR S e

Dining-room Chairs in
from: ...

Dining-room  Chairs in
with  leather
O R

China’ Cabinets in Early English oak
finish, from ....

. China Cabinets in Early English oak,

om0 ... .....$20.00

China Cabinets in golden oak

HIOML L0 Lo iie i soe s« BD0.00

oak finish,

solid oak,
upholstered ' seats,

ceeenean .. $4,00

Dining - room e ——

Chairs in

Farly Eng-

lish- surface

oak,

from $2.50

Dining - room
Chairs in
Early Eng-
lish'surface
oak, leather
u ' p.h olstered
seat, :

from  $4.00

Get Your
Summer
Furnishings
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