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3 . We have not heard a word of dissent 

from the action of the' city council In 
deciding to award the whole paving 
contract to the Canadian Mineral Rub
ber Company. ““ -- !
one has words of warm approval of the 
course that has been taken. It is 
recognized that, as the Colonist has al
ready explained, certain formalities 
must be gone through with respect to 
some, of the streets that are to be pav
ed; but the citizens take a very broad 
view of title case. They realize- the pos
ition in which the city council found 
Itself placed, and they understand that 
it was a plain, business proposition with, 
which the Mayor and Aldermen were con
fronted. Therefore, when those gentle
men took hold of the question as a busi
ness man would take hold of a private 
undertaking, keeping In mind only a 
single object, namely, the desirability of 
securing the best possible contract for 
the great amount of paving that had to 
be done, there was a universal chorus 
of approval. The feeling is that busi
ness principles have prevailed in this 
highly important matter. The property 
owners will unhesitatingly endorse what 

Vhas been done. If ever they are called 
-upon to do so.

The announcement of the decision of 
the council produced a profound -effect 
not only In Victoria, but elsewhére. 
News of the lettlnç of thé contract has 
been telegraphed far arid wide. • All the 
great Eitgllsh dailies have had de
spatches telling of it, and Victoria has 
received such a degree of prestige as 
has been the lot of few cities.

divergent alternatives. 
The Conservative leader stood out for 
an opportunity of full discussion only. 
He could have forced a dissolution If 
he had so desired, and the fact that he 
has decided not to do so shows that 
his only object is to secure

= '
A* OM> PROVERB.

A gentleman, who has ltyetl In the 
province a long time and knows it well, 
and whose bus1 ness has taken him into 
every" section of It, says there Is a pro
verb current among the old-timers to 
the following effect:

“Boms parts of British Columbia are 
gee* some of the time, but Old Victoria 
is good all the time.” .

It le said that a proverb is “the wis
dom of riiany and the wit of one.” This 
definition fits this case, and Victorians 
cannot adopt any better slogan than 
this proverb of the pioneers.
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On title contrary, every

such a discussion of the reciprocity 
agreement before it is voted on. The | 

• Prime Minister was in an untenable 
position, .and' he has acted very wisely j 

in receding from It When he gets I 
back from Ottawa we shall see what 
We: shall .see, and, we have a shrewd 
suspicion that there may be an element 
of surprise ia it, I
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Mr. I.ennle, in a book which some of 
us recall with mixed feelings, lays 
down the proposition that English 
grammar is the art- of speaking and 
writing the English language with pro
priety, and he not only gave in his- 
book a lot of very useful rules, but also 

list of adverbs,- prepositions, conjunc
tions and Interjections in whicAi he 
sought to cover -the whole scope of 
English speech. The presumption is 
the Mr. Lennle has 'gone to that bourne 
Into which, as far as we know, gram
mars do not penetrate; but if he were 
alive to hear his beloved language, 
spoken as it now Is, or if he has 
spiritual ears wherewith to hear, he

The Saturday Review, ' which is the 
outward and visible 'manifestation of 

English Conservatism,time-honored 
that is political Conservatism In its It is Easÿ to Improve the Appearance 

of Your Dining Room—It s 
Your Best Chance

higher sense arid not rrierfely he a party 
shibboleth, recently admitted to Its col
umns two articles' tri Which the writers 
endeavored to show that the end of the 
old Conservative party is at hand. Re
duced to its last analysis the Conser
vative idea in England—we purposely 
confine these observations to that part 
of the United Kingdom—has been that 
there is a governing class; composed in 
part of those who have inherited certain 
positions, and in part of those who by 
reason of some peculiar qualities may 
be able to force themselves Into it. Of 
the latter Disraeli was representative, 
although he was an extreme type. His 
official' biography,' now being issued, 
shows him to have been playing a game 
from the day when„little more than a 
bojr he told Lord Melbourne that he 
wanted to be Prime Minister. Mel
bourne assured him that his ambition 
was hopeless, for he said the great Con
servative families had arranged for the 
succession ; but Disraeli knew his game 
and played It to a brilliant finish. Under 
his leadership the Conservative party 
became a party of expedients. ,J.ord Sal
isbury, who was the Incarnation of the 
Conservative idea, checked the course of 
the party, but when he passed off the 
stage, the policy of expediency became 
again the order of the day. Mr. Cham
berlain sounded a truly Imperial note 
and the Conservatives rallied round him, 
although mo.st of them had at one time 
roundly denounced him 
dangerous of Radicals.
Disraeli In the person of Mr. J. L. Gar
vin came to the front and for

a
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It is a simple matter to improve the'appearance of your dining-room by visiting our furniture floors with all the 

est attractions in designs for the dining-room. It is also an easy matter to pay the price asked for these goods, because they 
are very small in comparison with the article and its high quality and beautiful workmanship. Remember, you cannot im
prove the appearance of the dinmg-room or make it more comfortable unless you make selections from the proper stock. 
We not only want you to see the beautiful furniture, but also the Carpets, Curtains, China and Silverware, that all add to 
the appearance of a pretty and comfortable

By all means see our display.

new-
must have many a bad quarter of an 
hour. is not only the marvellous 
variety of accents that are employed. 
These are sufficiently numerous and exT 
traordinary to bring confusion to the • We can do your home complete and in the most satisfactoryroom manner.mind. Between the cockney tone and 
the extreme Victoria, B. C. accent 
there is a great gulf fixed, but the re
sources of a typesetting machine 
Inadequate to illustrate its 
and

THE SITUATION AT OTTAWA

A Splendid Choice of Buffetsare 
breadth

Sir Wilfrid Laurier has decided to go 
to Ottawa. The explanation given for 
his change of plans Is that if he re
mained at home his reason for so do
ing might be misunderstood in the 
Unitèd Kingdom. It would not be the 
chqnce of a misunderstanding that 
would trohble the Prime Minister, but 
the fact that everyone in the United

More attractive Buffet Styles have never before been shown. Select one from our wonderful showing on the third 
floor. If you ate bewildered with them-because they, are all so beâutiful-and really don’t know what would look best in 
your dining-room, let us make a few suggestions for you. You will find we will be of great assistance to you in 
because of our long experience. There’s no better time than now to make your selection. We have 
ready fof-‘you_ We have all the latest popular woods and finishes—Early English, Mission stvle, 
very pretty Styles in Golden Oak.
’ Ï--Î• ’■ ^ c y V 'il |- ' • i v

Sideboards in golden elm, fre,m .7.... 1, _$15.d0
Sideboards in Empire oak, golden finish, from.... $22.50 
Sideboards in solid oak, golden finish, from

profundity. It is of the III 
use of words to which reference is to I III 
be made. Mr. Lennle says in his book' ||| 
aforesaid that “very" Is the superla- I I 
tive; and so for a great many genera- I Ilf 
tions it was. supposed to be. But It Is ||| 
not sp any longer. Suppose, : for ex- I |j| 
ampler some one should ask you if you ]||| 

were tond of bridge and you should |JJ 
say that you were very fond of it, the I I 
impression you wduld be likely to con- ||| 
vey would be that you did not alto- ||| 
gether dislike it. if you really hold j jjj 
the game In high esteem, you would JJj 
be expected to say that you like it aw- ||l 
fully, or that you are mad about it, |jj 
or èomething like 
lady appear

our ideas, 
a magnificent collection 

are still, popular. Some
.

Buffets in golden surface oak, from ...... !...... $25.00
Buffets in solid golden oak, from .
Buffets in Early English oak, from 
Buffets in Early English, solid oak

Kingdom and ..everywhere sise would 
put the only possible construction upon 
his absence, which would be 
stated

$38.00 
s $38.00 
$38.00

as was
in the . columns yesterday, 

namely, either that he regarded the 
perlai Conference'" as of minor import-

$30.00

Extension Dining 
Tables

Select
Your
Dining
Room
Chairs
From
Our Fine
Collection

China Cabinetsas the most 
Then an Irish

or he was afraid to trust his 
colleagues In charge of the 
Speaking of the prospective absence of 
the Prjme Minister from London, and 
it is fair to say that the article 
to type and in the paper before the 
Ottawa despatch stating that he in
tended to go was received, we said 
that while his absence from the

ance

House. î
What’s the use of having beautiful 

china and cut glass if you have it lock
ed away somewhere in the dark to 
keep it from the dust and where there is 
no chance of getting it broken. You 
seldom see these beautiful specimens, 
and your friends do not know you pos- 

such things. You certainly want 
something to display these pieces of 
yours.

Get one of the beautiful China Cabin
ets and keep your choice bits oi china 
and glass safe, and also add to the ap
pearance and attractiveness of the 
room. The cost is little, and you will 

regret the outlay. Our present 
showing is most complete, showing an 
excellent range of styles • and prices. 
Come up to our third floor and let us 
show you a China Cabinet that will fit 
your dining-room, and at prices that 
will fit your purse.

China' Cabinets in Early English oak 
finish, from ......................... ‘ $16.00

that. Should asome
There is no more important pieces 

of dining-room furniture than the table. 
The dining-room table is the pride of 
many a bome-keéper. The beautiful 
top of a stylish table is admired by 
every visitor. You must have the ta
ble correct. - ]: -

Get a real good one. We' show a 
great choice of really fine table styles, 
and have them in all the popular woods 
and finishes of the newest designs. The 
tables are in either pedestal or regular 
styles, and in found and square tops. 
There is a table style and a table size 
that adds to the appearance of your 
dining-room.

From the low-priced table in golden 
fir to the rich; handsome creations in 
polished mahogany, is a range of styles 
not equalled by any other establish
ment in the West. Come in and 
them.

Golden Fir Tables, from...........$7.50
Solid Golden Oak Tables from $25.00

Early English Oak Finish Tables
$14.00

years he has been leading the party a 
merry dance. The climax was capped 
when Mr. Balfour proposed that in the 
event of a deadlock between the Lords 
and the Commons there should be a 
referendum. This may be right enough 
in principle; we are not discussing prin
ciples, but only relating facts; but it is 
the very reverse of the old-time prin
ciple of Conservatism." " It throws the 
idea of a governing class to the winds;

on a platform ariff sing 
very well, and that is all yoi' said, her j 

friends would be likely - to think 
did not thirik so.

was

you hi 
To make them feel III

Fthat you really appreciated 
formance you would have to say that |||| 
she sang divinely or that her voice Is till 
too perfectly sweet for anything or 
some other combination of words, if 
a little rain happens to fall, the re
sult is beastly weather.

her per-coro-
natlon would not be very material, his 
absence from the Conference 
culpable.

sessî imwould be
We think no injustice is 

done him to saying that the 
he has adopted shows that he took this 
view of the

Icourse

itif you gocase himself. For Canada 
to be unrepresented at the Imperial 
Conference because her Prime Minis
ter chose to remain at Ottawa for the

it disregards the ancient British Idea 
of representative institutions;

to a dance and - do not greatly
enjoy yourself, you feel that you can- |||| 
not do the subject justice by any such j I 
expression. You will tell your frfiends |||| 

that you had ■ a perfectly rotten 
In a recent novel written for

The dining-room chairs are the most 
used furniture pieces in the room, and * 
should be carefully selected. Only well 
built chairs should be purchased. Our 
chairs are properly designed and are 
constructed 'to withstand just as hard 
and rough usage as chairs must get. 
The styles are very pleasing and there 
is a great variety here. Having just 
ceivfed a large shipment, do not fail to 
inspect our offerings in dining-room 
chairs before making any purchases. 
You’ll find both styles and values 
much superior.
Dining-room Chairs in golden finish
-J?m ’••••••;.......................*1.00
Dining-room Chairs in oak finish

from ..............................................$1.85 ■
Dining-room Chairs in solid oak, 

with leather upholstered 
from ......................

Iit ap
peals to the Democracy, not as the 
court of last resort, but as 
active factor in legislation. This may 
be a step in the right direction, but it 
is not Conservatism.

never
an ever

purpose of forcing ,a trade agreement 
with thp United States through the 
House would have created an impres
sion that could be effaced only with 
very great difficulty. Conceding 
must all concede, that the first duty 
of_a Canadian Premier is to Canada, we

time, j 
people j

of refinement and dealing with char- I 
acters who are assumed ’to be refined, | 
a lady informs another

As a matter of fact the Conservative 
party under the ostensible leadership of 
Lord Lansdowne and Mr. Balfour, but 
really driven by Mr. Garvin, is

as we
that a mutual 

You talk re-frlend is a perfect rottér.
out-

Radlcalllng the Radicals. We pointed 
this out long ago In discussing the 
Lansdowne-Rosebéry plan for the re
form of the House of Lords. These two 
peers, one of them a Conservative, ‘ and 
the other a Whig of the old school, pro
posed at a single step to take the House 
of Lords further on the road to extinc-

about things that are awfully nice; 
your friènd’s baby is awfully pretty. 
That is to

unable to see how any one could 
pretend that the adoption of the re
ciprocity agreement Is of such Impor
tance that it could not be delayed for 
a month or two in order that

I see
China Cabinets in Early English oak, 

from
say you contradict your- ! 

self in almost every sentence, because j 
Mr. Lennie's list of adverbs is

are
$20.00

China Cabinets in golden oak 
from

not i
sufficient for your purposes. Perhaps I 
there is no use In protesting, but really ! 
it would not be a bad Idea if 
dropped back to the usages of former j ||| 
days and once more learned to 
the English language with propriety.

Canada
might be properly represented aï^a 
conference between the Premiers of 
the Empire.

$20.00
fromweS?:*-- -

It is not proper , to charge Mr. Bor-tion than the so-called Radicals would 
go In two generations. Mr. 
claims that the Parliament Bill 
conserve the Hereditary Chamber, while 
restricting its powers. It is 
vative measure to that, while 
tog the blocking of legislation by the 
Peers, it preserves what has for

Early English Finish, Solid Oak Tables 
fromden with pursuing a poUcy of obstruc

tion.
speak

ÉAsquith $25.00 >3seats,
$4.00

Under our system of parliamen
tary government the members of either 
House have a right to discuss

!will

Dining -room 
Chairs in 

Early Eng
lish surface 
oak,
from $2.50

Dining -room 
Chairs in 
Early Eng
lish'surf ace 
oak, leather 
u p.h olsterçd 
seat,

-from $4.00

The Duke of Connaught 
Scotsmen have Played

any and
every question as they may see fit. It 
may be, as has been stated, that 
is the only English-speaking Parlia
ment to the world, where there Is no limit 
to debate; but such is the rule'to the 
Canadian Parliament, and the

a conser- 
prevent-

says that I 
an Important !

After !

:
part to the history of Canada.
His Royal Highness has 
In the vice-royalty he will wonder how 
he came to

ours
'vcen

turies been one of the strongest bul
warks of the British nation, 
favored, by the'Marquis 
would eliminate absolutely 
British Constitution the hereditary right 
of legislation, by creating a new elec
tive body to be chosen by a limited con
stituency. Under this plan the

served a term

The plani 
of Lansdowne

see things In that light 
He will then realize that what 
to have said 
Played

he ought 
was that Canada has 

an important part In the history 
of some Scotsmen.

oppon
ents of any measure have the right to 
avail themselves of whatever -advant
age it giveâ them.

from t?e

Mr.. Borden has 
pursued a dignified and patrotic 
tht-oughout tne somewhat difficult sit- 
uation that has arisen.

course
>v ‘ -* Washington Horse Show

WASHINGTON, May 4.—President 
Taft, Mrs. Taft, Miss Helen Taft and 
other leaders in official, political and 
social Washington attended the opening 
of the national capital horse show to-

Lords
were to elect an Upper Chamber. There 
are objections to the creation by the 
Crown

»He had no 
desire to see Canada unrepresented at 
the Conference; he was

&■
of hereditary legislators in 

batches large enough to force 
tion through the Upper House, 
these objections would not apply to the 
creation of a sufficient number of 
for the purpose of enlarging 
stituency by which the members of that 
House should be elected.

Xunwilling to 
consent to the shortening of the recip
rocity debate.

legisla-
It is Important that 

the people of Cqnada shall be edu
cated as to the true significance of the 
agreement, and the one way by which 
this can be done is by full discussion 
on the floors of Parliament. We are 
told by a'local contemporary that the 
Opposition threatened to block

but
I:- -

Xo Women in Conferences
TORONTO, May 4.—The 

peals of

peers 
the con court of ap- 

the Methodist church today de
cided that under no circumstances are 
women to represent Methodist congre- ! 
gâtions at national conferences. The 
issue was raised by the British Cqlum- 
bia conference, where women elected by 
the quarterly board to represent the 
ctourch, were refused admission to the 
conference.
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Under the 
tremendous

power would be placed in the hands of 
the government of the day. which might 
of its own sweet will change the whole 
comPlexlon of the Upper Chaqlbe

k i

Lords plan of reform a

supply 
There 

a statement.
so as to force a dissolution, 
is no warrant for such 
There may have been some wild allega-r by
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jjSst of the |
ppdered in 
grief biogral 
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tie year 57H 
gad Succumi 
^called Bari] 
ft owned the] 
jk state of flu 
ier. Mohaml 
year, when H 
command tcJ 
n called afte 
ended his fir 

teei*?years of labor n 
to Medina. Where hj 
hunflred families, wj 
diviife, Opposition ] 
wasfltble to overcon 
aril# into all the I 
eariy found it neces 
order to meet his ad 
operations were inva! 
in 632, leaving behi 
tiony which he had 
ample to be utterly 
of the new faith.

The religious sy^ 
markable man is pn 
means entire submisi 
Mohammedan conce 
cal with that of the i 
relates to the Trini 
pression “There is rj 
much a protest agait| 
of the divine nature a 
ever, is admitted to 
divine operation, ai 
to earth is anticipa 
the religion of Islam 
anism teaches the e 
as of evil influence^ 
the books of the Ol 
Gospels are accepted 
true, but are said to j 
Immortality is one 0 
Islam, the soul rem 
stage between death 
tion, enjoying happii 
able torment, accord 
sessor has been got 
the general resurrecti 
good will be rewarde 
wicked will go into ] 
tion is an essential j 
alms-giving and fa: 
drinking of wine, % 
games of chance, an< 
ship aA strictly fort 
is permitted, the ni 
being four, but mon 
ye cannot act equit 
the matter of divorc 
recognized as allov 
crime of all kinds an 
things and many ir 
Koran, which is cla 
divine inspiration, 
code df ethics presci 
highest type, but it« 
tion to the Faithful 1 
fidels.
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The progress of 
less than a century 
Arabia, Syria and P 
coast of Northern J 
Straits of Gibraltar) 
into Europe, and if 
crushing defeat whii 
upon the Turks in ; 
been the religion 
number of Mohamn 
ascertainable, for th< 
how large a portion 1 
accept this faith. ’ 
160,000,000. They ai 
ern half of Asia and 1 
and in Turkey-in-E 
her of individuals, w 
requirements and ac< 
out question, bears c 
the whole, it is an c 
ligion, and more diff 
overcome by Chris! 
are very diligent thri 
peals peculiarly to th 
lias been made, and 
evidence to support 
many morl^apverts 
therefore a mistake 
caying religion. In 
sands, perhaps even 
believe that today th) 
Mahdi, who is destii 
before him. He has 
tions of initiating ho: 
paring the minds o 
for the word, which, 
such an onslaught ag 
never been witnesses 
that a note of prep 
through all Mohamr 

On the other han 
known as Bab ism. ' 
Mohammed in Persia 
clared himself to be 
inspiration.” His la 
moral regeneration c 

,^ith great oppositioi 
fEammedans. He w« 
ifhis followers met th: 
survivors was one w: 
cessor, and he gained 
succeeded in 1892 t 
leadership the moven 
It has adherents all o 
in some Eurdpean coi 
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