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LIBERALS WILL 
SUPPORT BILL

Why Treaty Was Ratified.
It now became pertinent to examine 

the reasons, if any existed, why, after 
a lapse of twelve years, this treaty 
between Canad and Japan had been 
ratified by the government at Ottawa 
without taking into proper considera­
tion either the Interests of the people 
of this province, or the suggestion that 
had come from the-Right Hon.,,Joseph 
Chamberlain. (Hear, hear.)

And it did certainly, seem to be 
highly probable in the circumstances 
that the demand for cheap labor on the 
part in particular of a great indus­
trial enterprise had something to dp 

, with this ratification. (Hear, hear). 
The present contract between the 
Grand Trunk Pacific railway company 
and the government of Canada was 
entered into in 1904. He did not make 
a specific charge, but it certainly was 
a peculiar circumstance that immedi­
ately afterwards the matter of con­
cluding a treaty with Japan was ac­
tively taken up by the authorities at 
Ottawa. Then in 1906 -it came up for 
ratification; while it was in 1907, and 
In the month of January, he believed, 
that this ratification was definitely 
concluded by the passage of the ne­
cessary legislation through the house 
of commons. And here they could, and 
very reasonably, discover anbther rea­
son for the assumption that the rati­
fication of this treaty had some real 
connection with the construction of 
the road, the GiT.P. (Hear, hear).

For this step might well have been 
taken by the Dominion government for 
the express purpose of tying the hands 
of this legislature upon this question 
in the future and beyond question it 
had been suggested that the han'ds of 
the government as well as of the people 
of this province, were now tied in re­
spect to the passage of legislation, hav­
ing as its object the stoppage of this 
class of immigration. (Hear, hear). 
Whether this .were the case or not he 
thought it a fair inference from the 
facts that had come to theirx know­
ledge that the Liberal government at 
Ottawa, which had so closely at heart, 
the interests of this grekt corporation 
—She G.T.P.—had entered into this ar­
rangement With Japan for that very 
reason. (Hear, hear).

Mr. ON

and shall not, in this case apply. In 
this I cannot for a moment agree. The 
rule is a most useful and wise one, 
and obtains in all parliaments in the 
British Dominions, and in this legis­
lative body has always been enforced. 
The reference I have quoted to his 
honor’s conduct in reserving his as­
sent is, in my opinion, clearly an in­
fringement of the above rule, as I shall 
presently show.

The second point of order, that in 
reserving his assent to the said bill 
his action was constitutional. Slncp 
the debate on the resolution now under 
consideration, another debate on the 
address in reply to the king’s speech 
arose, and during same it was moved 
to add the following as clause 16 there­
to; “We «ensure his honor’s responsi­
ble ministers

nol; be protected from destruc­
tive invading competition except by 
entreating forbearance and aid from a 
foreign government.

Telegram From Mr. Borden 
He thought that this matter had 

been very ably put by Mr. Borden, as 
the contents of this despatch excited 
interest among the Conscervative 
members of the house, they had de­
served to obtain further particulars, 
and he held in his hand a telegram 
sent by Mr. Borden in answer to a 
despatch from the hon. the attorney- 
general requesting further information 
In reference to this matter. This tele­
gram read as follows:

Quotes Joseph Martin 
It was a matter, of very great In­

terest the other. day to rèàd an opin­
ion by one of the greatest apostles of 
modern Liberalism this country has 
known, Mr. Joseph Martin, upon the 
leaders of the Liberal party in this 
province.

member for Esquimau tell me if it is 
not true that there are three Japan­
ese firemen employed on a boat sub­
sidized by the Dominion government 
at Esquimau?”

Mr. Jardine stated that this was not 
correct. There were no Japanese em­
ployed on the Salvor, 
some employed on the William Jollffe. 
He entered into lengthy explanation 
of how this had occurred. The boat 
had been continually late, and 'finally 
the white firemen who would not re­
main sober had been discharged arid 
Japanese had been employed. It was 
deplorable, but true, and he had 
the books and papers relating to it, 
and the owners of the boat were not 
to blame. It was sad to think that 
men would so far itorget themselves 
as to drink and to render themselves 
unfit for work.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite—"Do I 
derstand you to say that white 
men could not be obtained.’’

Mr. Jardine replied that the Japan­
ese could not be immediately replaced.

Question of Truthfulness.

the Colonist, which up to the present 
time had taken a very fair position 
on this question, had practically made 
the same announcement; although the 
Colonist went further and declared 
that it would like to see the Natal act 
passed in the Dominion house. Hon 
Mr. Lemieux had done the best that 
could be done in the circumstances.

There wereThe opinion was given in 
course of an interview published 

m the Winnipeg Free Press, January 
8- The reference was as follows:

Referring to the political life of the 
country, Mr. Martin spoke in strong 
terms of both Liberals and Conserva­
tives. He had voted with the letter 
at the last provincial election for the 
reason that he had no faith in the 
honesty of the men who were in charge 
of the affairs of the province, they 
would in the course of a few years 
have stolen everything hi sight.’’

Trying the Back Door
Mr. Ross'stated that he was not 

laying this as a charge against the 
hon. gentlemen opposite, but in view 
of the fact that the opposition after 
failing to storm the treasury benches 
by the front door, had subsequently 
sought entrance by what the attorney 
general had termed the back floor, 
he would advise the officials in charge 
to keep a sharp lookout for the win­
dows.

With regard to Duncan Ross, a 
member of the Dominion parliament 
from this province, he wished to state 
that this geptleman was no relation 
to him. He might be of Scotch ex­
traction but the speaker was of the 
opinion that there was a. good deal 
of difference between the two people 
who bore the name. (Applause.)

At a meeting in RoSBland, the leader 
of the opposition had expressed him­
self strongly upon this question of 
Oriental immigration. The speaker 
thought in view of that Mr. Macdonald 
could not refuse to take the house into 
his confidence and let them know 
what position he assumed upon the bill 
before the house. He hoped that Mr. 
Macdbnald'’would support the bill and 
give it a fuller support, a less Jêsuistl- 
cal support, than he had done the bill 
of the year before.

Ottawa's Settlement.

the

J. A, Macdonald Holds That It 
Does Not Exclude Japan­

ese and Chinese

i Dominion Natal Act
Hon. Mr. Bowser—Does the., hon.

gentleman say that this is better than 
the passage of a Natal act by the Do­
minion government ?

Mr. Macdonald—I have not said so 
What I ,say is, that the Dominion 
ernment

seen

Ottawa, Jan. 28. 1908.
Hon. W. J. Bowser,

. Attorney - General,
Victoria, B. C.

Order in council third August, 1896, 
was only brought down Saturday last. 
It contains following paragraph :

"The minister submits that in the 
interest of the Dominion of Canada, 
there should be a proviso in the treaty 
of Great Britain with Japan similar 
to that contained in the treaty be­
tween that country and the United 
States a^d he recommends that when 
the adhesion of Canada is being given 
1° the treaty, an express stipulation 
of this kind should be made and that 
some furtherx definition should be 
quired of the term ‘laborer” so that 
it will definitely include artisans.”

Japan agreed except as to artisans 
in February, 1896, and as to artisans 
in October 1896.

cannot pass a Natal act.
Hon. Mr. Bowser.—What then is the 

use of Liberals moving and carrying 
resolutions calling upon us to pass 
this act? When you did this you were 
doing it for political purposes.

Mr. Macdonald—No, nothing of the 
kind. The hon. gentleman cannot 
consider this matter without taking a 
party view.

Hon. Mr. Bowser—Did you not take 
part in a discussion in the Liber a 
convention at Vancouver when reso­
lutions were passed calling upon the 
Dominion government to abrogate at 

treaty with Japan and pass 
the Natal act in the Dominion house ”

Mr. Macdonald—Tes, I did. I then 
took the position that if Japan was 
not willing to carry out the provisions 
of the treaty, entered into in 1907, the 
Dominion government should give no­
tice of its intention at the end of aix 
months to abrogate that treaty.

Hon. Mr. Bowser—Tou misunder­
stand me. I am asking whether 
did not support the resolution

OTTAWA’S FATAL BLUNDER for their action in con­
nection with his honor’s non-assent to 
the bill of la,st session \ intituled ‘An 
Act to regulate Immigration into Brit­
ish Columbia”; and on the 24th inst. 
the house refused to affirm same, 
thereby declaring that as between his 
honor and his ministers he had acted 
constitutionally. Now, when a bill 
has passed the house, under and by 
virtue of section 66 of the “British 
North America Act,” his honor has 
three courses open to him, one that he 
assents to same in the King’s name, 
(2) withholds the King’s assent, (8) 
that he reserves the bill for the signi­
fication of the King’s pleasure.

I will not deal with the second 
course open to him', as nothing arises 
on that. Thex procedure with reference 
to the first, course open to him has 
been decided by the house. He was 
therefore constitutionally ; entitled to 
reserve the-bill for the signification of 
the King’s pleasure. As It-:appears, he 
took, that course, and whether advised 
so to do under instructions "from his 
excellency or.. acting on his ' own dis-, 
cretion, if the occasion was one of 
urgency, he was acting. In my opinion, 
within his rights and according to 
the constitution, and if so as the rep­
resentative of his majesty in this,pro-’ 
vince It must he assumed that he acted 
in the public and not in his private 
Interests, and it would therefore be 
highly improper to impute motives.

For these reasons I am of opinion the 
resolution is one that should not he 
put to this house, and so I declare.

D. M. EBERTS, Speaker.

un-
flre-’ Japan Was Prepared to Accept 

• Treaty With Similar Provis­
ions as United States'

Mr. Hawthornthwaite : If any mem­
ber of this house says that there is not 
a sufficient number of sober firemen 
in the city of Victoria to man that 
vessel, he is deliberately stating what 
is untrue. (Applausè from the Con­
servative benches.) " -

Mr. Jardine: I think that this re­
mark which has fallen from the hon. 
member for Nanaimo, when he says 
that what I have stated is absolutely 
untrue, is particularly uncalled for. I 
did not say that they could not be 
found. *

Mr. Hawthornthwaite repeated his 
statement, and the Speaker called him 
to order.

Mr* Hawthornthwaite:

interestI’he culmination of the 
which has centered in the debate upon 
the Natal act occurred yesterday when 
in the course of speech upon that 
measure W. R, Ross (Femit?) read a 
telegram from R. L. Borden announc­
ing that Japan When the treaty with 
the United States had been signed had 
been willing to enter into a similar 
one with Canada. The treaty offered 
at that time contained a clause which 
rendered the ingress of Japanese la­
borers -and artisans subject to any 
immigration laws wîïich the Dominion 
flight pass. The Conservative govern­
ment passed out of power before this 
treaty was ratified and the incoming 
government of Sir Wilfrid Laurier had 
^ejected the proposal. The treaty rati­
fied does not contain this clause.

The debate was one of considerable 
interest. Interruptions from.' either 
side were frequent. J. A. Macdonald, 
the Liberal leader, at length announced 
himself a supporter 
insisted that it did not refer to Jap­
anese or Chinese but only to Hindus, 
but at that he would give it his sup 7 
port,

Some little -routine business was 
transacted.

The speaker took the chair at 2: 20 
o’clock. * j

Prayers by Rev. G. K. B. Adams.
Impeachment Motion Ruled Out

re-

.. - Present government
o'»11, to accede on account of
clause”prefer€nce an<* favored nation

^[Sgd.l \R. L. BORDEN.x
Result of Change

He wished to draw the especial at- 
< of the house to the fact; that
m 1896, tije government that was in 
power rft Ottawa was a Conservative 
administration. (Hear-hear).

Now it must be remembered that be­
tween the time when these negotia­
tions were commenced, and the time 
when the proposition was refused, an 
important change had taken place at 
Ottawa; as the Liberals had come into 
power. And it was after this event 
had occurred that this proposition was 
definitely .turned down.

In order that this subject, as it was 
presented at that time, might be thor- 
oughtly understood, he wished to make 
this observation, that Japan seemed, 
prior to 1894, to have determined upon 
a policy of commercial and industrial 
aggressiveness, and in pursuance of 
that policy, the government of that 
country endeavored to. conclude com­
mercial treaties with many of the 
powers of the world. Now it was in 
August of the year 1894, that the 
agreement which had been entered 
into between Japan and Great Britain 
was ratified; while in December of the 
same year, tile. agreement, which had 
been made between Japan and the 
United States came into force.

He had a copy of the treaty between 
Japan and the United States, which 
was almost a verbatim transcript of 
the treaty between Great ’Britain and 
Japan, save in the important particu­
lar to which reference had been made 
in the telegram, that he had read to 
the house.

you
_____■ which

was carried in that convention calling 
ttoon the Dominion parliament to 
the Natal act?

Mr Macdonald—Tes, I did. I then 
Stated explicitly that in so far as Ja­
pan was concerned, if that countrv 
would not live up to the old arrange­
ments or enter into new arrangements 
it was the duty of the Dominion 
ernment

/The last 
speaker has denied that he made any 
such statement, and therefore it can­
not apply to him.

Leader of Opposition.
J. A. Macdonald (Rossland), leader 

of the opposition, said that hon. mem­
bers on the other side of the house 
•seemed to think that some doubt re- 
àlly existed in respect to the attitude 
of the Liberal party on. this bill, al­
though in his opinion their position 
on this question was pretty well un­
derstood throughout the province, 
had been proclaimed on divers occa­
sions on the public platform, at con­
ventions, and more than once on the 
floor of the houàe. While moreover 
the votes cast oia a previous occasion 
by the Liberal members of this house 
on a counterpart of this very bill were 
on record.

pass

. .mç—m. gov-
to abrogate the present treaty.

Is This Act Necessary?
Hon. Mr. Bowser—And you do n-u 

think that it is the duty of this hou/ 
“ to pass the Natal act at the 

time?
Mr. Macdonald.—The hon. gentleman 

is forgetting, I am now dealing with 
the question of Japanese immigration.

Hon. Mr. Bowser.—Do you think that 
it- is not 
now?

Mr. Macdonald.—I wish to call the 
attention of the hon. gentleman to the 
tact that I have promised to deal with 
that question, and I do not think that 
he should persist in 
me in this manner.

of the hill. He
Mr. Ross quoted from a report of the 

proceedings at a Liberal club' smoker 
of the previous evening.

“Mr. Macdonald went into the vari­
ous issues of the day and defended the 
settlement of the Japanese question by 
the ‘ Dominion ^government, claiming 
that it was the best settlement that 
could be metde under the circum­
stances."

Mr, Ross then proceeded to consider 
the alleged settlement of the question 
which the Liberal government at Ot­
tawa had effected. An order in coun­
cil had been passed, the terms of which 
had been received in the city. He did 
not believe that these were satisfac­
tory to the great mass of people of the 
province.

He referred also to the letter which 
had f>eeh sent to Mr. Lemieux from the 
Japanese government. The assurance 
contained therein was nut a satisfac-

presentivqr’s Cha
He now desired! fbr" a brief space to 

deal with soirtë statements that had 
he&i made in the .bourse of the debate 
by the hon. member fbr the Delta (Mr. 
Oliver), who had charged - the govern­
ment with a lack of sincerity in con­
nection with the introduction of this 
bill. . In a speech, which was not—in 
Itself of much importance, that hon. 
gentleman „had Charged officials of 
the provincial government with assist­
ing a class of immigrants^ which were 
disqualified by law to entçr the coun­
try, and had further said that he was 
prepared to offer under oath proof in 
reference to the accuracy of his state­
ments. And thé inference which would 
naturally be drawii froift this declara­
tion was that the I hon. gentleman 
would appear before the spécial com­
mittee that’ was examining into these 
matters and givé" évidence under oath 
on these points. The only matter of 
interest that now remained to be no­
ticed in this relation was the report 
of that committêS;’*

Mr. Oliver: 0(d hot 
which was givep^ under oath before 
that committee -gStriMlSK thé correct­
ness of my statëig^ntS?

Mr. Ross : I. propose to - lea ve the 
decision under that head to the house. 
(Hear, hear. )

rgesJanuary 29, 1908.
Wants Leave to Appeal.

J. H. Hawthornthwaite (Nanaimo)— 
Mr. Speaker, will this decision of yours 
be printed, and placed on the votes and 
proceedings ?

Hon. Mr. Eberts—It will.be recorded 
on the Journals of the House.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite.—In rpgard to 
my resolution and this decision of 
yours, I may say, sir, that when we 
come to that resolution, I will desire 
either to have the matter thrown over 
until tomorrow in order that we may. 
have the advantages of having the 
printed decision before us, enabling us 
the better to grasp its tenor, while we 
are Engaged in thejdiscussion of it; or 
I will appeal from your decision now; 
for I think that it is within my "right 
to appeal to this house from your de­
cision. I hope, sir; that you will as­
sent to my taking that course. -

Hon. Mr. Eberts—Of course, strictly 
speaking, once that my decision is 
given. It is final. However, I have ho 
desire on what .may perhaps be con­
sidered by sopie ,Br teshnical'raolnt to 
interfere with any rights that the hon. 
gentleman may thihk he possesses on 
this matter.

necessary to pass this bill

Hon. Mr. Eberts; on the point of 
order raised in respect to the motion, 
presented" to the "house by the hon. 
member for .Nanaimo (Mr. Hawthorn­
thwaite) to bring about the impeach­
ment of his honor the lieutenant-gov­
ernor for his action in reserving his 
assent .to the Bbwser bill,, made the 
following ruling: ’

The following resolution was moved 
by. .the honorable member for Na­
naimo:

“Whereas, during the last session of 
this house/ a hill: was introduced in­
tituled “An Act to Regulate Immigra­
tion into British Columbia,” with the 
object and -intent of preventing g fur­
ther influx into this province of 
“backward races,” notably certain at 

_the-"subjects of his imperial majeSy 
the mikado of Japan; and 

“■"Whereas the said bill, as amended, 
suéçessfully passed through the var­
ious stages in this legislature, was 
supported by the members of the ex­
ecutive council, at that time present, 
and was enacted, so far as it lay in 

— the power of the members of this leg­
islature; and

’‘Whereas the Hon. James Dunsmulr, 
lieutenant-governor" of this province, 
refused to, assent to the passage of 
said bill; and

'(Whereas the Hon. Richard McBride, 
premier of British Columbia, has pii li­

sta ted that the lieutenant-gov- 
r was not advised by his govem- 

to -efuse to give his assent to 
bilii and

“Whereas it has transpired during 
an investigation by the deputy minis­
ter^ of labor, Mackenzie King, acting 

fier instructions - from the Dominion 
government, into the- causes and na­
ture of the extraordinary immigration 
of -Jaflapese laborers into this prov­
ince, that the Hon. James Dunsmuir, 
in his private capacity as an operator 
of poal mines in this province, had, on 
or about the -time of the passage of 
said bill entered into a contract with 
the Canadian Nippon company, of 
Vancouver, to procure five hundred 
Japanese coolies fpr exploitation in his 
coal mines; and ■

“Whereas, the passage of the afore­
said bill would have had the effect of 
delaying or preventing the coming 
into this province of Jthe laborers 
said; and I

W hereas the lieutenant-governor 
has not acted in this matter in acr 
cordance with, .(constitutional practice, 
in refusing nis assent to the renactnaent 
of said bill without the advice of his* 
responsible ministers, 'arid has fùrther 
laid himseif open to gbave sùspicloti 
as to the reasons that induced him to 
refuse his assent to said bill; and
t„„When?5s. his actton in these mat­
ters must inevitably tend to destroy 
such confidence as the people of this
rI»néneKihaVe in constitutional and 
responsible government;

“Therefore, be it resolved, that this 
house emphatically condemns all such 

’ unconstitutional proceedings and here
thi a,TiealS •ft> tîe governor-general of
tritkI>0r?lnlon te ,nvBstigate into all 

v of the aforesaid matters and charges 
and should the facts prove to be as 

in this resolution, dismiss 
forthwith the- Honorable James Duns­
muir from the office of lieutenant-gov- 
?™Lr. cf the province of British Co­
lumbia.

Regrets Attacks on Ottawa
He regretted the attempt which, 

from his point of view, had been made 
by the hon. the attorney-general and 
Other speakers, notably the members 
for Nanaimo (Hawthornthwaite) and 
Newcastle (Williams), to use 
bill as a means for practically attack­
ing the Liberal government at 
tawa. He was not there to defend 
that government and on that point he 
would content himself by simply say­
ing that, if any fault could be found 
with the action which had been taken 
on this question at Ottawa it must 
be «laid, not at the door of the Dto(- 
minion parliament, but on both parties 
in the Dominion/ house. Immediately 
after acceding to power in 1896 the 
Liberal government ha4 carried out 
their electoral campaign pledge by in­
creasing the head tax <on the Chinese 
to $100, hnd subsequently this" tax had 
been raised to the figure of $500. Ow­
ing to the considerable advance in 
Wages that had occurred In this prov­
ince in consequence of .this quasi-ex- 
elusion policy Chinamen were encour­
aged to pay the $500 per head, and he 
admitted that in the face of these new 
circumstances it might be necessary 
to take further steps in order to pre­
vent these people coming into this 
country.

cross-examining

Horn Mr. Bowser.—It is a simple 
queatipn, and I only want a plain an­
swer.

! this

Mr Macdonald.—Like all lawyers, 
the hon. gentleman wants the answer 
to his question to be simply, either 
Hr But this happens to be a
question that cannot be answered with 
either a simple yes

Ot-

■ yes
tory assurance. It it were, he thought 
the leader of the opposition should 
have the courage to get up in his seat or a simple no.

Not Chinese or Japanese.
Mr. Mcdonald asked the attorney- 

general If thé bill when enacted would 
exclude Japanese and Chinese. ■■ 
hon. friend knew that the measure 
does not exclude Japanese and Chi­
nese. Hp knew that by the section ot 
the act tpken from the British North 
American adt the bill would hot ex­
clude the Japanese or the Chinese. The 
attorney-general knew, therefore, that 
right on the face of the bill them Was 
a provision which made it nonapplic- 
able to Japanese and Chinese. The 
subsection, referred to stated that the 
bill should not apply to:

“Any person the terms of whose 
try into Canada has been fixed, or 
whose exclusion from Canada has been 
ordered by any act of the parliament 
of Canada.”

The Dominion government had leg­
islation upon the entry of the Japa­
nese and Chinese. This bill therefore 
did not affect the Japanese or the Chi­
nese. Henee there was eliminated 
from the powers of British Columbia 
the right to exclude either the Japa­
nese or the Chinese. His hon. friend, 
the attorney-general, had not had the 
frankness to admit this when the bill 
was brought in. Yet a third year law 
student would have known that this 
clause referred to would have this 
construçtion. This was the kind of 
frankness which had been received 
from the attorney - general and the 
government.

If the Japanese and Chinese were 
not excluded there was a third class 
which had not yet been dealt with. 
These were the Hindus. The Hindu 
was a stranger in this country up 
until a couple of years ago. He has 
gradually grown to be a menace to the 
people and particularly the working 
people of British Columbia.

Validity of Measure.
His hon. friend from the Islands 

(Mr. McPhillips) stated in his speech 
the other day that this bill, or at least 
the bill of’ which this is a copy with 
the exception of two letters, was not 
worth the paper upon which it was 
written. * * * ’’

Mr. McPhillips: Will my hon.
friend doubt the authority of Mill—

Mr. Macdonald: My hon. friend,
who. is a member of the bar, at least, 
if he is not a lawyer, made that state­
ment, and knew that the bill was not 
effective.”

Mr. A. E. McPhillips—“At that time 
I was speaking for myself alone, and 
while I did not consider that this leg­
islation would be effective, I did not 
pledge my part to it at all. I was 
merely giving my personal opinion. I 
also then said that I would vote fc 
the passage of this bill, as declaratory 
in its nature in the way of representing 
upon this subject the United voice of 
the people of British Columbia.

Mr. Macdonald and you used this 
language, that this bill was not worth 
the paper it is written on.

Mr. McPhillips—'"I did, but I was 
then merely giving expression to my 
own personal opinion.

B. N. A. Act Provisions
Mr. Macdonald quoted section 95 

of the B. N. A. act: “In each prov­
ince the legislature may make laws 
in relation to agriculture in the prov­
ince, apd to immigration into the 
province; and it is hereby declared 
that the parliament of Canada may 
from time. to time make laws in 
relation to' agriculture 
of the ‘provinces, and to immigration 
into all or any of the provinces ; and 
any law of the legislature of a prov­
ince, relative to agriculture or to im­
migration, shall have effect In and 
for the province as long and as far 
only as it Is not repugnant to any act 
of the parliament of Canada.”

In the light of the treaty with Jap­
an, the present act would be repug­
nant to the Dominion government and 
would therefore be beyond the juris­
diction of the province.

Why Did Ottawa Disallow.
Hon. Mr. Bowser.—Do I understand 

the honr gentleman to say 
laws which were passed prior to the 
making of this treaty between Canada 
and Japan and which concerned our 
relations with Japan were within the 
Jurisdiction of this legislature?

.
and say so.

Province’s Power.
“Now, sir, there is another point-I 

might mention, and I may , say in this 
connection that I can almost see ultra 
vires, .sticking out all oven the person, 
of the? leader of the opposition,—that.(» 
with ^regard to the province’s power to 
enact this law and to enforce it.”

Mr, Ross in continuing stated that he 
Was satisfied with the assurance of the 
attorney-general the other day that it 
was intended to exclude not only the 
Japanese but also all other Asiatics.

If the bill were made ultra vires from 
the clause which had been mentioned, 
it would be made so by the action of 
the Dominion government.

Draws Contrasts.
In proceeding, he congratulated the 

member for Nanaimo (Mr. Hawthornth­
waite) for the moderation which he 
had showed in connection with his dis­
cussion of the bill, 
to learn that the Conservatives of this 
province were so far in advance of the 
Socialists in their treatment of this 
question. He again drew attention to 
"the fact that the Conservative govern­
ment of Canada took steps twelve 
years ago which had they been per­
mitted to continue would ohee and for 
all have settled this question for 
Canada.

He contrasted the policy of the Lib­
eral government with that of the Con­
servative leader in the Dominion. On 
the one hand there was the order in 
council recently enacted and the enig- 
mical letter from the Japanese govern­
ment to Mr. Lemieux. On the other 
hand there was the statement of Mr. 
Borden that if returned to power he 
was prepared to , deal with the question 
in accordance with the wishes of the 
people of British Columbia.

In Conservative Agreement
\ The following is contained in the 
American treaty attd was contained 
in .the treaty originally submitted to 
the' Conservative govettoftefii- in 1895, 
but does not appear in Artidfe three of 
the treaty ratified by the Ottawa gov­
ernment:

“It is, however, understood that the 
stipulations contained in this and the 
preceding article do not in any way 
affect the laws, ordinances and regula­
tions with regard to trades, the im­
migration of laborers, police and public 
security which are in force or may 
hereafter be enacted in either of the 
two countries.”

Insisted on This Clause

h His
the evidence

Of course, #ie hon. gentleman must 
know that «k decision of the speaker 
cannot be discussed in debate accord­
ing to the rules of this house.

Mr. Hawthornthvto.ite-7:In my opin-; 
ion this is a case In which I have a 
right to appeal from the ruling of the 
chair. Your decision, sir, is long and 
Important; and until it is in print, I 
cannot very Well ac$ue my appeal, for 
I must say that I hiVe not fully grasp­
ed it yet.

Worthy of Consideration
It was further to be borne in mind 

that the supporters of the government 
were in a minority on that committee 
whose report was certainly well worthy 
of the careful consideration of the 
members of this house. (Hear, hear.)

It Was stated:
T* T-hat from the evidence adduced 

before the committee there is no 
foundation for any charges against the 
government.

“2. That the act has been enforced 
by the officials gs well as possible un­
der the circumstances.”

Mr, Ross did not belïéve that 
state of affairs required 
comment upon his part.

Mr. Oliver: “Have you read the evi­
dence which accompanied the report ”

Mr. Ross: “No. But it might be as­
sumed that wheri the hon. member for 
Yale and the Liberal minority would 
make a report of this ' nature it was 
likely that it Would Be in agreement’ 
with the evidence.”

Hon. Mr. Bowser: It is also worthy 
of note that this committee on which 
the government’s supporters were in 
a minority made a unanimous 
(Hear, hear.)

0 en-
■

New Feature Introduced
Another phase of the Oriental immi­

gration question had been brought into 
prominence through the immigration 
of the Japanese, and had demanded 
their attention.' Rather recently a 
treaty between Canada and Japan had 
been ratified, and it was worthy of 
note that the only criticism which had 
on that occasion been offered in the 
house at Ottawa bÿ Hon.
Foster and this was greatly to that 
gentleman’s credit, was, that this step 
should have been taken before. He 
strongly deprecated the introduction 
of this question into the field of or­
dinary ' party politics, and he main­
tained that thè sooner it was treated 
without any consideration whatever 
for party interests the bettes it would 
be for the interests of the people of 
British Columbia.

It appeared that in 1896 when this 
matter was before the Conservative 
government then in power at Ottawa, 
they refused to have anything to do 
with the conclusion of an agreement 
with Japan unless the important clause 
Which formed part in the United States 
treaty was made part of a Canadian 
treaty, and further, in anticipation of 
a more extensive immigration of la­
borers and others from Oriental coun­
tries, it was urged that this clause 
should apply to artisans as well as, he 
presumed, to mechanics from the 
Orient. (Hear, hear.) Now this was 
th,e position which was taken at that 
time by the Conservative government 
of the day. (Hear, hear.) But today 
what did they find? Why they found 
that in January, 1907, some twelve 
years afterwards, the treaty between 
Canada and Japan was ratified through 
the passage of legislation in the House 
of Commons at Ottawa. And although 
this minute in council was at that 
moment in the archives at Ottawa, no 
reference-whatever was made to It, 
and the suggestion contained in it 
was not even, so far as they 
aware, considered by the

lijSg
ortie

In reply to Mr. Oliver, Hon. Mr. Eb­
erts said: While I have occupied this 
chair I have always delivered my de­
cisions on these points of order, at the 
opening of the house. However, if the 
hon, gentleman wishes to reserve his 
right of appeal from my decision, as 
far as I am concerned, I do not wish 
to stand In his way at all.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite—Ï thank you,

3Tm
He was pleased

un this
.any more

Geo. E.

sir.
The matter was then dropped for the 

time being..

Return Presented
Hon. Mr. Boyraer presented a 

turn, containing copies of all corres­
pondence which has passed between 
the minister of justice at Ottawa and 
his department here in connection.wijh 
the Immigration act of last year.

re­

st

report.is* Favors White Man’s CountryMr. Rose Continues Debateafore- Mr. Macdonald’s Attitude
..ln continuing, Mr. Ross stated that 
the Conservative members of the 
house .were still in doubt as to what 
course the leader of the opposition in- 
tended to pursue with regard to it.

-, ,h®. does not swing around too 
quickly, remarked the member for 
Fernie, I will read some of his ut- 
terances which were given during the 
happy procedings of the Liberal con­
vention in Vancouver last fall, of 
which body the hon. member for Delta 
had the honor to he president, (laugh­
ter) :

On one point he took firm ground, 
ur first duty 

And conse-

On, the resumption of the debate on 
the act to regulate immigration into 
British Columbia W- R. Ross (Fernie) 
said that .beyond All question this bill 
.concerned a matter of the most over­
shadowing Importance, wbjch peculiar­
ly made it the duty of'every member 
of the’ house, whose constituency con­
tained any great number of working­
men, to present his views upon it to 
this house and to the country. He 
confessed thgt in following as he did 
the hon. the attorney-general he was 
laboring under a very considerable 
disadvantage, and principally so be­
cause that hon. gentleman had treated 
this subject as was always his custom 
when he discussed any subject on the 
floor of tfiis parliament in such an 
exhaustive manner that very little new 
material was left to be handled by the 
other members of the house. (Hear 
hear.)

,5 and it was this, that 
was to our own rac 
quently if the influx of Oriental peo­
ples was going to swamp our race the 
unrestricted and even a limited immi­
gration of these races into this prov­
ince should not be permitted. It was 
clearly the duty of every Canadian to 
take this stand, notwithstanding any 
commercial advantages which the pur­
suit of an opposite might seem to 
guarantee to Canada as a whole. He 
made this statement frankly and bold­
ly and it was moreover the position 
that he had always taken on this sub­
ject. But if we could keep this a white 
•nan’s country, and yet at the same 
lime obtain the commercial advan­
tages which. might accrue to this 
country under the operation of these 
treaties it was then in his opinion our 
duty to pursue that policy, not in the 
interests of the commercial classes 
and of capitalists alone, hut' also of 
our working classes.

Says All Are Responsible

I
Question of Principals

Parker Williams" (Newcastle) stated 
that he had\not intended paying any 
attention to this bill at all as under 
present conditions it was not worth the 
paper it was written upon. He was 
however, compelled tq reply to the 
statement of Mr. RoSs that the prin­
ciples of the Conservative party were 
in advance of those of the Socialists. 
For one thing, he did not believe that 
the Conservatives had any principles. 
(Laughter).

The Socialists in convention In 
Stuttgart were an international body 
and as such they were unable to deal 
with a purely local matter. If a com­
parison of the Standing of the Social­
ists and the Conservatives were made 
he would insist upon the British Con­
servatives being included In the com­
parison and what had been their 
standing upon this question. They 
had been ' responsible for a veritable 
condition of slavery in South Africa 
as had been shown.

With regard to the stand of the 
Liberals upon the matter, if the re­
cent arrangement was satisfactory 
why did the yresent estimates contain 
an appropriation of $46,000 for the 
building of detention sheds at the 
outer wharf. If this was not for the 
detention;of Asiatics, for what is it?

Thinks Ottawa Sincere

were 
present ad­

ministration at Ottawa. (Hear, hear.)
Certain Colonies Exempted

The hon. the attorney-general had 
the other day given to the house a 
list of the colonies of Great Britain, 
which were specially exempted from 
the provisions of the treaty with 
Japan, India, Newfoundland, Cape 
Colony, Natal, New South Wales, New 
Zealand and the various states in the 
Commonwealth of Australia. And he 
submitted that If the position taken by 
the authorities at Ottawa that the 
passage of this Natal -act could not 
be permitted to become effective on 
account of imperial reasons, was well 
taken, that objection also applied and 
with equal force to the other British 
colonies, which had enacted . Natal 
acts of the most stringest character 
(Hear, hear.)

And these colonies, it was of interest 
to state, included all those he had 
mentioned, with the exception of India 
the Dominion of Canada and New­
foundland. (Hear, hear.) And in view 
of these circumstances, It certainly 
seemed to him that some better reason 
should be given by the apologists for 
the Liberal -government at Ottawa, 
than the somewhat over-used and 
stale excuse that the Dominion gov­
ernment was absolutely compelfed 
through Imperial reasons, to Interfere 
and prevent this legislation having the 
force of law. (Hear, hear.)

Imperial Considerations.
And this was particularly the 

in view of the fact that the only sug­
gestion which had come from the col­
onial office in England to the govern­
ment at Ottawa, .was the suggestion 
Which was communicated in the de­
spatch received from th’e Right Hon. 
Joseph Chamberlain, when he advised 
the federal administration to proceed 
In the treatment of this question 
along the line* of the Natal act. (Hear 
hear)—for it was clear that ho de-’ 
«Patch had since" that time been sent 
to the government at Ottawa in rela­
tion to this matter; while recent de­
velopments had certainly been of such 
a nature as to Justify the treatment 
through legislation of this class of im­
migration in the most stringent 
(Hear, hear.)

Es-.v

“The time .of holding the conference 
was opportune. There was trouble in 
Chinatown recently and amongst the 
Japanese, and while we may reïer with 
regret to what occurred there and I 
have no doubt that regret is felt by 
91 per cent of the people of Vancouver 
just as- keenly. If not more keenly; 
than by residents of other parts of the 
province—while we may regret the 
uberance of feeling which 
away some people on that occasion, 
regrettable though it is, it has had 
the/ effect

Question of Sincerity
Nevertheless some material

ex- 
carried

his disposal. It had been charged by 
hon. gentlemen opposite that the Con­
servative party was not sincere in its 
treatment of questions, which affected 
the interests of the laboring man On 
the preceding evening he had read in 
the Times of this city a despatch from 
Ottawa as follows:

Ottawa, Jan. 28.—R. L. Borden took 
up the Japanese question in reply to 
Hon. R. Lemieux’ speech on his mis­
sion to Japan. Mr. Borden said that 
it would be better if there was less 
eloquence and more information in the 
speech of the postmaster general. Can­
ada has to be satisfied with the as­
surances of the government of Japan* 
that whatever arrangement was 
reached would be carried out by Japan 
In regard to the condition of affairs 
in the country 12 months ago Mr 
Lemieux justifies Japan from any re­
sponsibility, and by Inference there­
for, blames his own government.

. . amendment 
to the effect that as the Conservative 
government In 1895 had refused to be­
come a party to a treaty with Japan 
without the proviso included the same 
as there was in the United States 
treaty to control immigration, that in 
1896 Japan agreed to this, therefore in 
the opinion of the house, Canada 
should not enter into or accede to any 
treaty which deprives parliament of 
the control of immigration into 
country, and, desires to record 
strong protest against a policy under 
which a wagq, earning population caa-

Speaker’s Ruling
The legislature, by weU established 

precedent, cannot pass a resolution of 
censure upon the lieutenant-governor 
for his conduct, except as a prelimin­
ary to an address to. the governtyr-gen-

The above resolution may be re­
garded as preliminary to a message 
to his excellency, hut exception 
been taken to it on two grounds: First 
that the resolution is out of order and

• should not be put to the house, lnas-
3 ii,.alieses that,his honor “has 

Uid -himsfelf open to-grave Suspicion 
as to the reasons that induced, him 
to refuse his assent to the %lll entitled 
« n A,f . Immigration into
British Columbia, 194)7’*, ’ and rule 15 
was cited as an authority. The rule 
reads as follows : » < > r11®

“No member shall sneak disrespect­
fully of her majesty nor of" ainytof the 
royal .family, nor of the governor'S' 
person administering the government 
of Canada, nor of the lieutenantogov- 
emor of province, nor shall hé ' 
offensive words against any me™he, of this house nor shaiLhb VKl

• ®ide the question in debate. No mem­
ber shall reflect upon any Vote ot 
house passed during the current sea
fnTtnlfTchTotXP^rn%Srmo^
wa/stSngl'y ur^^brthe'lnt^dSer

of the resolution that rule 16 did nol

■ite:

of emphasizing In the 
strongest possible ^manner the objec­
tion which the people of British Co­
lumbia have to the province being 
flooded with Orientals.

Every member of the house of com­
mons at Ottawa must take his fair 
share of the responsibility which at­
tached to the ratification of the treaty 
with Japan. It was perfectly true, 
that the Japanese had in great num­
bers entered this province during the 
past summer; and It had never been 
dreamed that the government of Ja­
pan would disregard the obligations 
to which It had agreed in respect to 
Japanese Immigration, in the way they 
had evaded them—as was shown by 
last summer’s influx—even though 
these obligations had been reduced to 
writing. And if this trouble should 
have been foreseen by the Liberals at 
Ottawa it should equally have been 
foreseen by the Conservatives at Ot­
tawa. The Liberal government, led 
by Sir Wilfrid Laurier, could riot fair­
ly be charged with trifling with this 
question.

T don’t want you to considfer that 
as any endorsement of what occurred 
on a recent Saturday night, but now 
that it has happened, it has had the 
result of bringing hrime,has ... , . .1 . . not drily ' to
the people of eastern Canada and thé 
Dominion, but to the people of the 
empire at large, the fact that far 
as the people of British Columbia are 
concerned, we will not stand for un­
restricted immigration of Orientals. I 
am glad, this convention has gone 
record iri unmistakeable tèrms against 
the continuance of this 
things.’’

John .Jardine, (Esquimalt), replied 
to the last statement. He understood 
that the building was for the accom­
modation of thé sick immigrants and 
that, a medical officer charged with 
their inspection would be present. He 
believed that the Ottawa government 
was sincere in its efforts to protect 
the Workingmen of this province.

Tills was his statement October 2 v He .referred to the time which had 
last. What the opinions of the hon ? taken up in the discussion of the 
seritleman mieht be nm» non; bill.. It might much better have beengentleman might be now, he did not given to the consideration of projects
Delta (Mr Oliver! with thTbeI\i!0r whl£h wou,d be of Immediate benefit 
members of toe house he „2tler to the workingmen of the- province. A 
measure* of listentoe tohhih eJlad th6 deplorable state of affairs had been 
?v threLouart^ of en h™„£°r ”ear' shown when the government an- 
Z, t aa hour and he bounced the understanding underintended to he which the C. P. R. had fgreed to
intended to support the bill or not. fasten work on the B. & N. exten­

sion. Jhat a company so portentously 
rich AS the C. P. R. should Insist on 
this rebate before they would proceed 
with 40 miles of railway construction 
of Vancouver island was astounding. 

Japanese Firemen
Mr, Hawthornthwaite —“Can the

I-
in all or anyon-

case
state of

Mr. Borden moved an

'IMinister Sent to Japan
When this influx became alarming 

It had been immediately taken up by 
the authorities at Ottawa, and a min­
ister of the crown had been despatch­
ed to Japan, and this gentleman, Hon. 
Mr. Lemieux, had returned with the 
statement that he had settled this 
question as far as It could possibly be 
settled by diplomatic action. A paper, 
published at Vancouver, and whose 
editor sat on the other side of the 
house, expressed approval of the re*- 
suits of this minister’s mission; while

use

the
All of this went to show that if there 

are any. charges of Insincerity to be 
preferred, they do not come well from 
the ranks of the opposition. Thé hon 
leader of the opposition should be more 

Way. careful In the statements which he 
, makes ex cathedra.

that any
thisi

its
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Friday, January 3

FOR BUILDIN 
OF NEW C

Minister Brodeur 
That Tenders An 

Invited,

OPPOSITION GAIN

Members of Commor 
Georgian Bay ( 

% Project

Ottawa, Jan. 27.—In tl 
commons today, Mr, Turr: 
protest against some re: 
last week by Dr. Reid, : 
He was not a pauper whe; 
the house, and he was no 
aire now, nor posing as sv 
one had a charge to make 
let it be made in the us: 
he would meet it.

Hon. L. P. Brodeu ann 
tenders would he called 
fishery protection cruiser 
eifle coast.

Mr. Lake asked Mr. Fi 
steps the government prop 
regarding financial assistai 
which desired to assist in 
of grain. Mr. Fielding si 
arrangements were still 
and it had not been deem: 
to make them public, 
dealing with the subject v 
ly be introduced.

Mr. Borden called the P 
tention to the fact that 
connection with the Japa 
negotiations are incomple: 
informed by Sir Wilfrid th 
ingng document was a m 
the Colonial Office, whicl 
be made public without its 
The premier consented t< 
cate the contents to the 1< 
opposition privately.

Mr. Delisle was inform 
Alexandre Lacoste, formel 
tice of Quebec, was paid a 
nually of $5,333. The gove 
not aware that he was pre: 
Conservative party orga 
Montreal. The rules of th: 
Aylesworth said, presente 
sitlon of the government’s 
the propriety of the situati

Trie original documents i 
partaient of the interior wi 
position demanded some da 
which the government refi 
rtuce, were laid on the ta 
minister 
chering.

Mr. McCool, the Liberal 
Niplssing, moved for an o 
House for a copy of all th 
reports in the possession < 
ernment in connection wit! 
ing of the Georgian Bay 
went exhaustively into the 
the project and the records 
surveys, 
canal, from Georgian bay, 
was composed of 357 mi] 
navigation and 274 of cane 
ing of time over the SI 
route was considerable, it 
mated that a vessel coulc 
round trip from Fort Vvillia 
treal, discharge, reload 
twelve days, the actual t 
voyage being ten days, wit 
for the work 
Ing.

amidst loud C

Mr. McCool shov

an:

of discharging 
The round trio via,tl 

renc.e route, Mr. McCool cl 
21 days. It was argued b 
Imve given these projects 
that grain could be carried 
William to Montreal for 
cents a bushel, 
ment of the northwest dur] 
ten years made further tra 
facilities imperative.

Gerald White, of Pembrol 
to a

one 
The grp:

speech made by the I 
3 903, in which he clearlv fi 
construction of the project 
enterprise. He hoped, box 
before the discussion closee 
rnier would make some de 
nouncement of policy.

Mr. Watson, of Parry Sou 
think politics should be d 
connection with the projet

Mr. H. Logan said this qi 
not merely an Ottawa one, 
national question, as all m 
latin g to transportation s 
treated. Sir John Macdona 
Alexander MacKenzie had f 
project In years gone by.

The matter was discuisse 
ous members up to the time 
house adjourned, at 11 P. m

liberals will
suppoi

(Continued from Page Si

Mr. Macdonald.—In so far 
is concerned, I answer Yes. ’ 
be no question about it.

Hon. Mr. Bowser.—Then w: 
Dominion government disa 
Previous legislation?

Mr. Macdonald.—That is n< 
tlon which is pertinent to tl 
that I am now discussing. " 

Hon. Mr. Bowser.—Yes, it i 
they disallow it?

Mr. Macdonald.—Why did 
eu 8 treaty? Members on hot 
the house were not favorab] 
excluding the Japanese ffo 
Columbia. I -do not know 
Dominion government disait 
legislation; if there 
reasons.

were

Affects Hindus Onh 
In continuing Mr. Macdo: 

raat to show that the draft 
r;u had known what he v 
. r tbe attorney-general wa 
!Tafter of the bill, he had j 
subsection F. The bill itseli 
tjoes not purport 
diction of this
c!™ operations of this bill w«
Drev:ned *>ne class not me

legislation, the one 
of &alb6en «Peaking, the inc 

Hindus, British subjects f:
mint had ,no d°ubt that t 
the $L£,e<?p 6 who would be 
from tuiSlaiUfe ou6ht not t 
Briti=uhe Brltish territorv 

I hardtl!t 8ubJect and that th 
t lilved tTerlal responsibilities! 

wasTL ,at at the Present 
since* tutnR through its grea 
dia had KmUtiny' The Peo
ntenn ana “v.asking for se
asked Jhît wh-en it was ref 
cHizemmm1 wts the 'benefit 
especlahyPifatu they wou,d 
tram nthl ‘Vhey were to b< 

other British soil.

to go out of 
parliament i
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