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LIBERALCONSERVATIVES NAME _

" THEIR STANDARD-BEARERS

At Enthusiastic Convention Presided Over by R. P. Ritbet; Esq., Ticket
to Represent Victoria at Provincial Elections is Placed in
the Field-—Striking Tribute to Premier/ McBride
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Richard McBride, premier of British
Columbia; H. B, Thomson, H. F. W.
Behnsen and Alderman F. Davey were
last night unanimously chosen -as the
standard-bearers of the Victoria Lib~
eral-Conservative Association in the
forthcoming . provingcial. .electiop... One
of the largest,. most.enthusiastic. and
most harmonious meetings in the his-
tory of the organization was that held
at Institute Hall at which the selec-
tion was made. Each of those whose
names are mentioned responded to an
insistent call for addresses, with the
exception of the premier, who was rep-
resented by his chief lieutenant, Hon.
R. G. Tatlow, minister of finance and
agriculture. The remarks of all were
appropriate and permeated with an
optimistic sentiment, which is gener-
ally accepted ag a happy augury of the
outcome of the campaign from the
standpoint of the supporters of the
government and its local representa-
tives, the quartette aforementioned.

The proceedings were opened by A.
E. McPhillips, K. C., the president of
the association. Upon his invitation
the following took places upon the
platform: J. L. Beckwith, H. B.
Thomson, H. F. Bishop, G. H. Barnard,
E. A. Lewis, Hon. E. Dewdney, Hon.
C. E. Pooley, H.-D. Helncken, K. C.,
and T. Cashmore, secretary. He an-
nounced that he had & motion which
he wished to place before those pres-
ent, and which he thought would re-
ceive the unanimous support of all. It
was to the effect that R. P. Rithet be
selected to take ‘the chair. (Applause):
Mr. Rithet was a well known Viec-
toriam 4 Hg taken a prominent
part in ‘pub‘lél airs¥so PeRTS aAg0y.
and had”always regarded the future of
the province optimistically. He was
sure that he would make an efficient
presiding officer.

The motion was put a; carried
amid cheers. Thereupon Mr. Rithet
took the chair. )

The Chairman’s Address
Mr. Rithet made a brief address. He

was delighted at the honor accorded |

him and exceedingly pleased to pre- ringing eulogy of the premier in &

side over such a large and apparently
united gathering. It was twelve years
since he had been a candidate for the
suffrages of the people. - Tonight he
was much happier than he had been
on that occasion. (Laughter). He
felt that way because he thought that
the responsibilities which the candi-
dates undertook were not properly ap-
preciated by the general public. While
his dquties as chairman were doubtless
somewhat heavy, they did not necessi-
tate the personal sacrifice that the
candidates had almost always to make
if it was their intention to do every-
thing possible in the interests of the
party which did them the honor -of
placing them in the field as their rep-
resentatives on the ' occasion of an
election. (Applause). 'He did mnot
want to take up the time of the meet-
ing in detailing his personal “views
claborately. - But he wished to Bsay
most emphatically that Premier Me~
Bride was entitled to the support of
the people of the eountry. -(Enthusi-
astic applause). This wag true for
“good and sufficient reasons.” ... .. .

In the first place mnis government
had come intoe power _when the

finances were in a deplorable condi-

tion.  Conditions génerally had then
been so depressed that everybody was,
to a large extent, discouraged. It was
a crisis of the kind that, no métter
what government had ceme into con-
trol, it would have had to take drastic
steps in the effort to place things upon
a more satisfactory basis. The McBFide
administration had -taken the proper
course, Its merhbers had-faded the
issues boldly. 1In doing this they had
done two things which ‘were always
unpopular—they had increased taxa-
Efon and decreased the public- expendi-
‘ure. This was as difficult a proposi-
9on as could confront any govern-
ment, but it had met the questions
with courage and with satisfactory
results.  The latter - statement - was
Justified when it was remembered that
It was possible to report a -surplus-in
the provincial treasury. (Applause).
This was something which had never
occurred in his
(Continued applause).
Better Terms

Premier McBride had included in
his platform one plank ‘which, in his
mind, was of suprege importance,
namely, better terms. He remem-
bered that in the last days of the
sovernment of which he had been a
member he had stated, in addressing
the House, that he was in favor  of
ctter terms for British Columbia;
he believed the province was en-
led to this, and that it was neces-
iry that some concession should be
secured in order that the country
wuld be properly developed. Each
siiccessive govermment had promised
that the matter should be ‘taken
ip and settled, and each success-
¢ government had failed. The
'eason for that, he believed, was
it not until now had the
portance of the question really been
“Ipreciated by the people. (Applause.)
A that general sentiment had been
roused he thought the attention of
Ottawa authorities would be forced
d that “better terms” Tor British
olminbia. would be. accepted more se-
1sly by those in power at the Do-
n_capital than in the past. (Ap-

se.)

i :'tc-'country, Mr, Rithet continued,

H. F. W. Behnse
Frederick Davey

recollection hefore:”

Hon. Richard McBride
H. B. Thomson

could not be developed without the as«
sistance of railways, While a member
of the House he had advocated a rail-
way, the/British Pacific, but the then
government had not supported it and
the public was half-hearted. Owing to
this he had felt and believed that it
would be a waste of time to go back to
the - legislature. - Now; - however, both
the measures for which he had fought
were being undertaken. The McBride
government included them in its 'plat-
form. It stood for “better terms” and
the railway was being built—"“without
assistance from the province.” He
wished to say that the latter point, in
his mind, was exceedingly, creditable
to those in control of the reins of gove
ernment. (Enthusiastic applause.)
Mr. Rithet concluded his address
with a’ general laudation of the Mc-
Bride administration and by express-
ing the hope that all would assist in
endorsing it on polling day, the. 2nd of
February. He took his seat amid
cheers. ‘
Premier Is Nominated

The chairman then called upon Mfg.
McPhillips and the latter read the fol-
lowing resolujjon, moved by himself
and seconded by William Mable:

Resolved, that this con-
vention of .'the Liberal-
Conservative  electors of
the “elegtoral district of
Victoria City do hereby
nominate the Honorable
Richard MoBride, K. C.,
premier-of British- Colum-
bia, as one of the candi-
dates for the efectoral dis-
trict of Victoria City at the
ensuing, provincial general

-ej’ﬂio&:“indj at
momination ' be unanimous
-and ‘without 'ballot, and
that it be evidenced by a
standing vote.

““Eulogy of Premier

The motlon was received with a
united cheer which lasted .for a min-
ute or ‘longer. The noise having sub-
sided sufficiently to ‘allow Mr. McPhil-
lips’ voice to be heard, he delivered a

manner which brought the audience to
its feet in the enthusiasm of its en-
dorsement of the premier of the prov-
mce.

He said he did not propose speak-
ing at any length. He was greatly
pleased with the way in which the
name of Premier McBride had been
received. It was gratifying to him to
see a ‘native born British Columbian
rise to such a position as that which
Mr. McBride now occupied, and, what
was more, display such marked abil-
ity and integrity in his transaction of
public affairs. (Cheers.) While at
the head of the present government
he had  demonstrated his capacity.
(Loud aplause.) One the occasion of
his visit toOttawa he had shown, un-
mistakably, his statesmanlike quali-

The right of British Columbia
“better terms” had never before
been admitted at Ottawa. It had never
even been admitted that there were
particular reasons why the province
should ' receive special treatment. It
had remained for Premier McBride. to
wring this admission from the premier
of the Dominion. He contended that
the battle was more than half won
already. The positibn of the premier
of this province at the aforementioned
conference had been a difficult one,
Surrounded by the representatives of
other. proyinces, the majority of them
of the Liberal persuasion, he still had
force of character to repel their ad-
vances, their blandishmentg, and te
stand up: for the proper measure of
justice for the great West. (Enthu-
siastic applause.) He had been of-
fered a slight pittance. No chance of
attaining a settlement presenting itself
he had taken the courageous and the
only course open to him—he had with-
drawn from the conference. It was
his firm conviction that the endorse-
ment of the premier’'s attitude in that
crisis would be unanimous—that every
constituency, ne‘ matter how remote,
would unite in recording its favorable
opinion of the action taken by the pre-
mier on that historic .occasion. (Reé-
newed applause.) :
““MY¥, McPhillips, in concluding, said
that he considered it an honor that
the premier’s name should have a
place on the local Liberal-Conserva-
tive ticket and he was sure all those
present endorsed his views. (Cheers.)

Called upon by the chairman, the
meeting rose en masse to signify thgir
willingness  that < Premier McBride
should be éne of their standard-bear-
ers in the pending provincial election.

The Other Nominees

his concluded, the presiding officer
announced that other - nominations
would be accepted. Among those

.whose names were mentioned, besides

the four selected, was Mr. McPhillips,
the efficient president of the asso-
clation. -He, however, declined the
honor. He pointed out that he had ac-
cepted the honor of a nomgnation from
his friends of the Island's riding, It
was his intention to devete the whole
of his endeavors to that constituency,
which he would win for the Liberal-
Conservative party. (Applause.)
One of the first mentioned was H.
B. Thomson, manager of the Turner-
Beeton Company. He was proposed
by Col. H. G. Prior. In a characteris-
tically brief and somewhat humorous
address the latter outlined Mr.
Thomson’s history since. arriving in
British -Columbia some thirteen. years

‘I large factory,

ago. - He told of his having letters
from well-known = business men to
those engaged in business in this
country. Then he had been looking
for something to do, but could not find
it. Being a man of determination and
genuine “grit,” he had taken to the
pick and shovel, to stevedoring, and
such- like. Later on he had gone to
the Kootenays, where he had made a
suecess of a branch of Turner, Beeton
& Co.s business. Leaving for somé
time he had afterwards gone back to
Nelson. During his residence there he
had been elected president of the
board of trade and the first president
of the Liberal-Conservative associa-
tion of that place. Coming to Victoria
he had taken control of the Turner-

‘| Beeton compan{ with marked success.

-he had started a
whiich émployed fifty
girls of Victoria, (Applause.) Theére
was only one thing which he had_ to
mention which he could not say ac-
tually redounded to Mr., Thomson's
credit. ' (Col. Prior said this banter-
ingly.) That was that he "‘was an
Irishman. (Laughter.) If he had'been
a resident of New York doubtless he
would be at the head of Tammany
hall. (More laughter.) But as he was
a man of grit and business ability he
felt sure that he would receive: the
support of those in attendance. (Ap-
plause.)

H. D. Heimeken, K. C.

H. D. Helmcken nominated H. . W.
Behnsen. He spoke of Mr. Behnsen’s
long identification with the Liberal-
Conservative party of Victoria. Mr.
Behnsen, he said, was one worthy of
support. In the past he had. always
.workeéd. in the interests of those se-
lected as candidates, and many a not-
'able victory had been largely attrib-
utable to his endeavors: No person
had done more yeoman service, and he
commended . him to the--gathering
with the bellef that he would not
only receive their ~ endorsation, but
that of the majority of the electorate
on election day. 1

In this connection Mr. Helmcken
made a few generdl remarks in which
he expressed ~“the Opinion that Mr.
McPhillips would be returned in the
Islands’ constituency and that Hon.
Mr, Pooley would meet with success in
Esquimalt. Not only did he believe
that these two of his friends  would
triumph but he was firmly convinced
that the McBride administration would
be returned by an overwhelming ma-
jority throughout the country. (Ap-
plause.) 3 BRtw »

Trustee A. McKeown proposed Al-
derman Fred Davey in a few appro-
priate words.” He referred to his rec-
ord as a 'member of thé city council
of Victoria and added that it was hot
necessary for him to expdtiate upon
his character, because its sterling

ualities were well known to the ma-
ority og thosevprienentk 4 A;/(Ap‘p,lause.) ;

Shortly atterwards | '.-nominations
closed and, while the.count was tak-
ing place, Hon Hdgar Dewdney . de~-
livered a brief address. He spoke of
the change in conditions since his-ar-
rival from the Old -Country in 1859,
of his conviction from- that-day that
this - would ultimately be a::wealthy
provinee,  and of the indications; the
unmistakable indications, that his
faith would ' be justified in the near
future. In his opinion, he said, it was
imperative that the .McBride govern-
ment should be returned. It had dome
more for the country than any other
administration, Under its wise legis-
lation everything had prospéred. From
financial bankruptcy the province had
been brought to such a condition that
it was possible to declare a surplus.
Was not that, he asked, sufficient to
warrant the government asking for
endorsation?. He sincerely hoped that
the electors would go to the polls in
the proper spirit. He believed they
would. (Applause.)

From Mr. Earle

Theé appended letter was then read
from Thos. Earle, formerly one of
Victoria's represéntatives in the Do-
minion house:

Victoria, B, C., Tth Jan., 1907.
Thomas Cashmore, Hsq.,
Bee. L.ib-Con. Assoclation:

Dear 8ir,—I re that through iliness
I am prevented taking part in your
convention tomight, ang etiil more oo that
I will be unable to take an active part in
the cnmpngn. as I consider it of the ut-
most {mportan
ment shotild receive the endorsation of the
electors of B. €., and especially «f the city
of Victoria, who are indebted, in. no small
measure for the- prosperity it is now enjoy-
ing to the wlee and conservative coumse
pg{sued by - them , during their term of
office.

Among other ' t!

In reference to the position taken b{ Mr.
Bride in the -Interests of B, C.. af the
Ottawa conference, as to ‘‘Better Terms,"
it was certalnly the only .manly and inde-
pendent one he could have taken, and the
only one that was likely to secure for Brit
ish ‘Columbia what she is fairly envitled -fo.
Wishing you a successful meeting and as-
suri you of all assistance in my power
for the return of your nominees. s
THOMAS EARLE.

Mr. Earle’s letter was received with

appreciation.

Hon. Mr, ‘Tatlow

Soon after the chairman had taken
his seat, ¢ries of “Tatpow! Tatlow!”

| were heard from different directions.

These were followed by the shouting
of another name—that of the new pro-
vincial secretary, “Manson! Manson!”
In response, the two ministers, who
had arrived late, walked toward the
platforiq, their progress being marked
by a perfect storm of welcome.

Hon. Mr. Tatlow’s appearance on the
piatform in ecompany with his new
colleague, Hon. Mr. Manson, was the
signal for a.fresh outburst. No sooner
had those on the platform greeted the
members of the government than the
audience signified its impatience to
hear from them hy rénewing their
calls of “Tatlow!”

The Minister of Finance complied,
As the representative of the Premier
he wished to acknowledge most heart-
ily and sincerely the unanimity which
had been displayed by those present
in the endorsation of Premier MecBride
as one of their candidates, (Cheers).
He could give his assurance that the
Premier would be willing to #ccept the
honor and to fight side by side with
others on the ticket to .carry the Lib-
eral-Conservative banner of Victoria
to victory. - 5

The government went to the coun-
try, in the first place, upon its past
record. To the best of their ability
the members of the administration had
furnished good govermment, and. cer-
tainly they had given honest govern-
ment. It would be stated by, their
opponents that their connection with
the Kaien Island and the Columbia &
Western Raflroad matters were repre-

cé that the McBride govern-.
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“hengible. ~ “ATl He wislied to say was
that. in the course- of the campaign
care would .he taken.to give clear ex-
planations. of . these ‘charges; = fo repel
them .and. to' .expose - their falsity.
(Applause). .. .: o i

! . The Day of Progperity

Hon. Mr, Tatlow claimed that - the

1-government was- entitled at least to

some little credit for the presperous
congdition of thé counfry. When the
government had ‘assumed’ conirol ‘in
1908 the financial condition was seri-
ous; “Now 'the credit of British Co-
lumbia ‘was solid: it would be accept-
ed dat its face value upeii the ‘money
market anywhere. ‘(Applause): Dras-
tic ‘meastres had  been required  to
bring this about.. It had been neces-
sary to introduce legislation of a gen-
erally ‘disagreeable character. . Taxes
had been Increased materially. But
the spirit in which the people had ac-
cepted the inevitable, the ready way
in which " they had “dug into their
pockets” to assist . in. meeting the
emergency, showed that ‘they wanted
to do the right thing. (Applauss).
By the initiation of such a policy, ina
comparatively short time the natutal
;buoyarncy of the province had brought
her to her feet.. This. gratifying change
having been wrought, it was now pos-
sible for the government to begin re«
duecing taxation, ‘That had been start-
ed & -yehr ago, when the personal
property ‘tax had been reduced. from 1
per cent to twosthird of 1 per .cent.
He was' in a position to say that the
real preperty tax would be reduced to
a similar extent—from 1 per «cent to
two-thirds of 1 per .cent. (Applause).

It was not his intention to say much
about the rosperity: of the coungry.
That was ‘patenti to all, but "he did
want to quote “just ‘a few figures to
give some idea of its extent. He had
been handed stgtiptics by the provin-
clal mineralogist, W F.- Rébertson,
which 'showed thet<the output of the
mineral wealth of British Columbia
this year was $3;800,000 in excess of
the previous year. In 1905 the lumber
cut threughout fhe province had been
estimated at 500,000,000 feet. Last
year a total of 600,000,080 feet had been

reached. i p
The Préper Policy

It was not necessary to go further to
illustrate the present very happy condi-
tion of affairs;, : (Applause.) It had been
stated by the opposition that the govern-
ment had nohfo' y. - During the regime
of . Premier, McBride and his colleagues
the exportation of logs had practically
been prohibited. -'As a result new indus-
tries: weré being’ established all -over
Vancouver Island, and throughout  all
sections. of British Columbia. One of;
the greatest resources of the province
was being exploited more widely than
ever before. Was hot this, he asked,
policy ? (Cries of “Yes! Yes!”——mingled
with ' cheers.) ! . ;

Then what had been done in .connec-
tion with the ‘fruit industry? - Exhibits
had been sent to°the Old Country which
had dchieved splepdid success at all the
horticaltural exhibitions ‘at which they
had been displayed. What had been the
outeome of that piece. of .enterprise? So
prominently had the :name of British
Columbia been brought before the eyes
of the - Old Country.agriculturists that
it~ was now. ong of the most talked-of
countries; it was attdining a reputation’|
as a fruit-growing--eentre; "and people
were flocking here with the intention of
entering upon the industry. The govern-
ment had achieved; something; at a com-
paratively small expense, which the dis-
tribution of thousehds of dollars’ worth
of literature would Sfever have accom-
plished. . (Applausel - Wasp't = that
poliey? -(Loud . .cheerfll~: ~= + i

He had not timé'ts ,hfo into other
things, but he did not think any words
of his could make the gratifying change
in general conditions more patent to the
public. In view of“the circumstances,
he thought the MgcBride government
was justified in returning to the people
and asking for a reméwal of -the eon-
fidence which the electors displayed in
them' thrée years @gd. (Applause;)

Ottawa Interference

In the forthcoming fight ‘he believed
that e - Liberdl-Conservative - party
would have 'to try. conclusions “with the
QOttawa ‘“machine.” . That seeméd like-
ly if the indications-eould be relied up-
on. “There ' was the evidence of W. W.
B. Meclhnes throwidg up the lucrative
position of comimissioner of the Yukosd,
to take part in the campaign in the in-
terests of the Liberals. ‘There was the
furthér evidence of a‘'jidge of the Coun-
ty court resigning his position for the
purpose of qualifying himself to partici-
pate in the election contest. What did
it all mean? He did-not think it would
be supposed for a minute- that these
gentlemen were doing this from & purely
altruistic’ sentiment. - They had, doubt-
less, been .promised something, It was
these influenees; the speaker said, which
the “electors were called. upon- to resist.
~ When Prémier McBride had gone to
Ottawa, he had found a péculiar condi-
tion of affairs. He found- the province
of Quebec’ dictating to Premier - Lau-
rier upon the ‘Better Terms  dquestion,
and when he had approacdhed’ the Prem-
ier of the Dominion in reference to Brit-
ish - Columbia’s right, he had been re-
ferred .to the prowvincial conference. This
province had made its agreement, Hon.
Mr.. Tatlow pointed out, with the fed-
eral authorities diréct, and, therefore,
was entitled to have the guestion of a
readjustment, upon a special basis, con-
sidered by “those in- ‘control at Ottawa.
(Applause.)

What was the -condition now?. The
henchmen of the:Liberal government
were coming from the East. What for?
he asked. To endeavor, he 'answered,
to sell the provinece.of British Columbia.
But -he: was sure they would not ste-
ceed. The people would fight, would
strentiously. resist the effort to place
their necks beneath the 'yoke of the féd-
eral authorities. (IL.oud and continued
applause.)
! Mr. Thomson

The nomineéés of the association were
then called upon, Mr. Thomson being
the first to respond. He was cordially
greeted. . At the- outset he remarked
that it was quite apparent that the Lib-
eral-Conservatives of British Columbia,
the supporters of the McBride govern-
ment, would have to fight the Ottawa
“machine’’ in the pending contegt, That
“bad” influences.were at work was per-
fectly patent. He spoke of the resign-
ing of W. W. B. Melnnes, as governor
of the Yukon, for the purpose of taking
part in the provincial eleetions.: It need-
ed np very close figuring, he argued, to
show conelusively that one of Mr. Mec-
Innes™ temperdament would hardly give
up such:a situation with the chances
one thousand to one of his receiving a
cabinet position in a British Columbia
Liberal government. ' (Laughter and ap-
plause.) In Vancouver there was the
case of Judge Hendéfrson having resign-
ed ‘with the  same disinterested ob-
ject, namely, that of helping along the
Liberal party in. its desperate struggle
for control. (More 1aughter.) Then it
was reported that Ralph Smith, M, P,
was being tempted to come out and try
to defeat Hon. 'W. Manson, the provin-
cial secretary, his recompense being the
governorship of the Yukon, It was evi-
dent, Mr. THomson said, that the “ma-
chine” was out and that its malign in-
fluence would be exercised to the fullest

possible exteat. But he did not belleve

' that the people-weuld -consent to-be:con~
trolled in such a way.

Having been selected & candidate, he-
hoped that all present would tender him.
their support. It ‘was his intention, now
that he was in the fight, to “take off his
coat and work earnestly and hard to
achieve vietory.” He hoped all ‘would
do the same, and he cautioned those
present against allowing petty personal
prejudices to influence them against any
one candidate.  His' advice was ‘“Vote
the whole' ticket and return the Me-
Bride government:” (Enthusiastic ap-
plause,) s :

In conclusion the speaker recalled
the remark made by Hon. Mr. Tatlow
in reference to the mining industry.
He said that since 1903 -the income
from that’ source had’  increased by
$9,600,000,° As' fully nihety per cent
of this went into the pockets of the
people he did not see why the labor-
ers should not support the govern-
ment which had brought this about—
the McBride administration. (Ap-

plause.)
Mr. Bghnsen

Mr, Behnsen spoke br{eﬂy. He said
that it was the first time he had been
called upon fo make a public address
and, therefore, he "believed he . would
have the sympathy of his audience. It
was his. intention to fight the cam-
paign on. business principles, He did
not intend to make ‘fictitious” prom-
ises. All knew -what McBride had done
for the country and for him 'to dilate
upon these matters would be unneces-
sary reiteration. :

Alderman Davey

Ald. Davey felt highly honored at
being selected as a candidate. His
gratification was-enhanced by its spon-
taneity. He had not solicited it, and,
when approached, had asked that oth-
ers of more ability and right to the
honor should be @dccorded the honor:
Also he had explained that .he was
not a platform man, a public speaker.
In réply he had been told that it was
not always the most brilliant speak-
ors who made the most useful mem-
bers. (Laughter and applause.)

Speaking of the record of the Vic-
toria members during the past three
years he said that, upon investiga-
tion, it showed itself to be a blank.
Formerly the representatives of Vic-
toria had had considerable to do with
the moulding of the policy of the gov-
ernments. He hoped that there would
be a change this year, and thought
there  would be, believing with
Shakespeare that *“there is a time in
the affairs of men which, taken at the
flood, leads on to victory.” This was
Victoria's “flood time” and he was
sure that the electors would turn out
and give Premier McBride a whop-
ping majority on election day. (Ap-
plause.)

The Provincial Secretary

Hon. Mr. Manson was proud to be
present as a representative of the Mc-
Bride administration. He was pleased
to note the feeling of unanimity which
prevailed throughout the proceedings,
and was sure that Victorians would
return & solid Liberal-Conservative
ticket on the 2nd of February.

There was no doubt that the party
was ‘“‘up against” the “machine.” But
he knew that the people were ready
to fight with strong determination. It
was quite certain that they -recog-
nized and appreciated the change that
had been wrought since the McBride
government came into power. Now
that a firm foundation had been lald
ensuring the future progress and pros-
perity of the country he felt sure that
the. electors would place their confi-
dence in the hands of those who Rad
brought about ‘these “good times.”.

The speaker referred to the efficien-
cy and ability of the minister of fi-
nance, stating that he had performed
the. duties devolving upon him as the
holder of that important. portfolio
faithfully and well, with gratifying re-
sults which did not need enumeration.
(Applause.)

In regard to the election, Hon. Mr.
Manson spoke of the introduction of
Mr. McInnes and ‘other politiclans at
the 'last minute by the Ottawa gov-
ernment. He said that the people of
British Columbia would resent this
step and that they would show their
sentiment most emphatically on the
second day of the next month. (Ap-
plause.)

After a unanimous vote of thanks to
the chairman, the latter proposed
three cheers in honor of the nominated
-candidates. The suggestion . was
promptly accepted and the walls of
the hall shook with the noise, each one
of the hundreds present joining en-
thusiastically in ‘the hurrahs.

Afterwards ' the nominated candi-
dates were the recipients of numerous
congratulations and well-wishes, to all
of which they résponded, expressing
themselves as confident of their suc-
cess.

PREMIER MBROE
SCORES AT KAMLODPS

Infand City Strong for Govern-
ment -and Hon. Mr.
_fulton

——

Kamloops, Jan. 8-—The splendid or-
ganization of the Conservatives of Kam-
loops, the confidence of the electors of
the constituency in the McBride govern-
ment, and the populatity of the man at
the head of ir, were all demonstrated.in
a4 most pronounced manner last nigh,t
when a joint meeting for the discussion
of the political issues of the day was
held in the large hall' of the Musical
and Athletie society. There were only
three speakers og_ the gro ramime, but
owing to the inabflity of Mr. Swanson,
the Liberal candidate, to find the en
of his rambling thoughts in less than
d@n hour and a Inﬂfl the meeting was
not concluded  till "12:30 this morning,
when Hon. Richard McBride received
the unmistakeable assurance that his
appeal for the return of the Hon. Mr.
Fulton, and the continuation of capa-
ble, progressive and honest government
would be granted on Feb., 2, so far as
it lay in the poweér of .the three hundred
or more eléctors who were present.

J. T. Robinson, president of the
Kamloops Conservative assoclation, ve-
cupied the chair, and opened the pro-
ceedings by introducing W. J. Bowser
ag the first speaker. In a brief but com-
prehensive manner, Mr. Bowser submit-
ted the record of the McBride admin-
istration, dealing particdularly with the
most gratifying success of the depart-
ment of fihance,

Swanson, . the opposition = candidate,
followe% and with a. total disregard
for the Teelings of his audience, and sev-
eral reminders from the chairman, kept
his tongue wagging forty-five minutes
after the expiration of the time allot-
ted to him. Much of his overtime was
devoted to an attack on ‘Soclaliam,
while, for some reasons not made plain
to his listeners, the alleged corrupt
practices of agents of Conservative can-

didates « in - Maxitoba. in..the-Deominion
campaign of 1896, were dighed up in
extenso. Thée only applause he received
wag at the conclusion of his efforts,
when he nked the audience. for the
patience and toleration it Had shown.
. Hon. Richard McBride, with his first
utterahee,. quickened the interest of the
gathering, and gs he proceeded with his
ggeech, which’ 'was a masterly defence
of his. goverhment, with soms consider-
able tribute 'to the.worth of Hoh. Mr,
Fylton, and a felling arraignment of
the Ottawa ‘“machine,” and it ser-
vent, the oppositign, enthusiasm devel-
oped to high pitch. . The Premier an-
nounced that the government had under
consideration . an ° irtigation scheme
‘which. would prove. of x;articular benefit
to "the Kamloops «district, ‘and. said “it
would be one of the first important
pieces of legislation fo be undertaken by
his government * when returned ‘to
pOWer., ! )
At the conclusion of the meéeting there
were three cheers for the King and the
same number each, for McBride and
Fulton,. with' tigers added. g

"JAPANESE SQUADRON

Washington, Jan. 7.~The Japanese
embassy has received advices to the ef-
fect that there will be no change in the
pmgn:glme of sendimg to Honolulu and
later to the Pacific coast a fleet of Jap-
anese warships on a mission of friend-
ship and goodwill; i

The Japanese training squadron refer-
red fo in the above despateh is sched-
-nled to leave Yokusuka naval station
today in charge of Admiral Tomioka,
and is due at Esquimalt on March 4
next. The squadron will' consist = of
three cruisers, the Matsushima, Ikitsu-
shima and. Hashidate. They will sail
from Japan to Henolulu, thence to San
Francisco, and aPter visiting Puget
Sound ports will come to Esquimalt and
Vancouver. . The Matushima and Hashi-
date were flagships of Admiral Ito dur-
ing the China-Japan war, and were in
the forefront of the fighting during the
battle of the Yalu. . Admiral Ito’s flag
was transferred to the Hashidate from
the MatSushima after the former wvessel
was badly damaged by shells from the
Chinese ironclad Chin-yen, .

VICTORIANS ENJOY
TOUCH OF WINTER

Merry Throngs. Engage in Pas-

¥ time of Skating

On'lce

During the whole of yesterday many
people from town and from the country-
gside around were to be found at Col-

wood, whither they had been attracted
by the strength and excellence of the
ice for skating. The scene, especially
in the' late afternoon, was exceedingly
pretty, for thé sunset, ‘visible over the
tall fir trees, almost equalled any to be
seeh in Italy or in other southern élimes
durinig the summer. This, with the ef-
fect caused by the glow of many camp
fires against the dazzling white of the
snow along the banks of the pool,’ was
ample reward for the journey undertak-
en by those whi' came’tiot to skate, But
to look on. Several"ladies had an op-
portunity of wearing with charming ef-
fect some vgry pretty furs and muffs,
and many of the stérmer six, too, ap-
peared in_ very handsome fur caps. Ip
the middle of the pool a few intrepid
spirits ventured an impromptu gape of
hockey, while round them whirled sway-
ing figures, some in couples attempting
to waltz, others achieving that most dif-
ficult of skating feats, “cutting the fig-
ure of eight,” while the remainder con-
tented themselves with going forward
only, and the beginners, though very
wary, nevertheless experienced rather a
cold fall occasionally, in spite of their
cautiousness,
very rank of life from town was

represented in the happy throng, some
of thepi expert skaters, while several
officers from the Shearwater and Egeria
were there to maintain that, though ac-
customed for the greater part of the
year to walk the decks, they would not
fail in keeping ‘their balance should their
ships be sent to Arctic regions.’ g

A special train to convey those wish-
ing to skate was despatched on the E.
& N. railway at 7:15 yesterday even-
ing for Langford, five minutes’ walk
from Colwood, returning at 10 o’clock;
but the seven or eight motors of various
sizes drawn up along the banks, and
the. numbers of buggies and other ve-
hicles at the Colwood hotel and Oak
Dell house, testified that many ventur-
ed the roads in spite of their frosty. con-
dition. Considerable numbers chose the
route from HEsquimalt harbor to Bel-
mont, and about 11 o’clock yesterday
worning a naphtha launch was per-
ceived towing two boatloads well filled,
while every inch of its own accommoda-
tion was accounted for. .

To aceommodate the skaters today
three trains will be run on the E. &
N. railway—at 1 and 2 p. m. and T:15
. m. It is believed the ice will be in
splendid -condition today.

THE MINERAL OUTPUT

Official Estimate of Last Year 13 Per
Cent More Than in 1905

That British Columbia produced 13
per cent more mineral in 1906 than in
1905 is the opinion of Wm. Fleet Rob-
ertgon, the provincial mineralogist. Yes-
terday he cabled to Hon. J. H. Turner,
agent-general in London, his annual ap-
proximate estimate of production, show-
ing -this gratifying increase. - Compared
with the official figures for 1905, Mr.
Robertson’s estimate 11306 as follows: .

$ 5002402

1 002,402

e 1,971,818

5,8,6,222

i R 4,152,936

B e 3% ey rerhs B8 1,358,993
Miscellaneous

y Jo)
Totals .. $22,461,825
Copper holds thé best rtecord for
1906, its valtie having increased prac-
tically 50 per cent. ' Of the metals, lead
comes next with 13 per cent; silver fol-
1owsg with 11.6 per cent, and gold with
8 per cent. Coal shows an increase of
10 per cent, and miscellaneous products
37 1-2 per cént. The only mineral prod-
uet “in  which” there was a falling off,
and this was extremely slight, was coal.
This was caused by the strike at Febnie,
now settled, .which tied .up the XKoote-
nay mines for a couple of months. Had
this trouble not occurred.thg mineral
output of the. province would - have
reached the $30,000,000 mark.

WINNIPEG FATALITY
Winnipeg, Jan. 7.—Ada . Pritty, a
domestic, a recent arrival from Hng-
land, died from, injuries recéived . by
bei struck by an electric car- on
Sunday night. .

KASLO " GONSERVATIVES
“HOLD R. . GREEN
N HONOR

Eager to Nominate Him Again
as Their Candidate for
the Hous’ev

B

A NOTABLE TRBUTE OF RESPEET

Former Chief Commissioner Unable to
Acecept the Nomination — Neil
Mackay Is Named

vKaslo, Jan. 7.—On ‘Saturday even-
ing, at one of.the best party meetings
of the Conservative party in the poli-
t_lcal‘ history of" Kaslo, the campaign
Qopened 'in earnest,.’. The meeting was
called to elect delegates to attand she
nominating'tconvention here. :

I Gréen was - present and ad-
dressed the meeting. Although visibly
affected .at seeing.so many old friends
present; after a. few minutes he gained
control ''of ‘himself and ' dolivered a
stirring address. He said he had been
slandered by the Nelson News, the
Victoria Times and the Vancouver
World, and- declared that  aill the
statements made by those papers were
absolutely false. He spoke of the
Kaien' Island deal, whioh he claimed
4s a ‘good one for -the province, and
cited editorials -from .the. Toronto
‘Globe, the Liberal . biblical authority,
which said the deal was a good’ one
for British Columbia and -recommend-
ed other. provinces. to follow the ex-
ample.:: He touched upon .the Pendray
lots sale, and cited, the opinion of
James . Murray, . a Liberal, to expose
the false.accusations of  the World.
He mentioned that Leader Macdonald
was mentioned by the Nelson News as
saying something about an interview
with the .Andersons in sacret re Kaien
Island, and said it was his intention
to meet Mr. Macdonald .on the plat-
form and publicly. refute his charges.
He dealt:brigny, with the; School Act
and explained it thoroughly, showing
how such rich, sections as Chilliwack
and Delta received, $12,000 more for
schools under the old act than they
paid into the treasury altogether. He
mentioned the growth of business in
the lands and works department, show-
ing how the revenue increased from
$750,000° to ‘over $1,000,000. He spoke
of the financial stability of the ' prov-
inee and explained why the govern-
ment ‘left the: mining laws alone. A
few changss in these were negessary,
but the government did not care to
mzke them until confidence .was fully
restored. 'He spoke feelingly of the
e R o e

P ed its sure retui -
e oy 1 : ;urn by a'. good

Referring to his own, refireme; P
Green gaid the reason was that 111‘;’ :id
8 chdance fo bettsr 'his position by
going into business rather than staying
in the cabinet. He closed his address
amid tremendous applause. » Mr, Green
is feady to debate on.the platform with
Macdonald, McInnes or any other Lib-
eral on any of the actions of the gov-
ernmefit, himself - or - his colleagues,
Kaien Island pafticularly. 3

Mr. Mackay the Candidate

At the convention tonight of the Lib-
eral-Conservatives of Kaslo riding, R.
F. Green was unanimously tendered the
nomination for. the forthcoming election.
Mr..Green was sent for, and, on arri-
val, in g feeling speech thanked the del-
egates . Tor . the honor .conferred upon
him but declined to accept.. The dele-
gates endeavored to press acceptance on
the late chief commissioner, being anx-
ious to show how thoroughly they trust
him and endorse his able administration
of the lands and. works department,
They insisted on showing to the whole
province . their answer to the campaign
o§ slander and malignity hurled against
him by .the Liberal.press in British Col-
umbia. . Persuasion had not, the desired
effect, and Mr.. Green positively declined
to accept.. His business arrangements
would not permit him to stay in' politics
at present, and after expressing his ap-
preciation of the sentiment of the dele-
gates, he. proposed the name .of Neil F.
MacKay.

Our late member’s reasons for retir-
ing from politics were made so clear,
that dfter expressing their deep regret,
the delegates acted “on his suggestion.
Neil MacKay was the choice of the con-
vention.: Fred Elliott, a popular: bar-
rister of Trout Lake, was - mentioned,
but withdrew, 'and Mr. MacKay’s nom-
ination  was made unanimous. He is
nearly as popular ‘through the riding as
R. F. 'Green, and will' win- easily.

Highteen delegates, °representing

every section of the riding, were in at-
tendance, 'The -féllowing resolutions
were unanimously adopted:
. Resolved. that the convention hereby
endorses the policy ‘of the Mc¢Bride gov-
ernment since.they have assumed the
direction of provincial affairs.

Resolved, that the stability of the
government' and their promptitude in
putting the finances of the province on a
sound basis has been a prime factor in
the prosperity - that mnow prevails
throughout the pfovince.

Resolved, thaf ‘we put ourselves on

record as heartily endorsing the stand
taken by Premier McBride in his atti-
tude at the Ottawa é¢onference of prem-
iers for the just rights of the province.
Resolved, that we also d&sire to, ex-
press our entire.appreciation of the.ser-
vices rendered to the province at large
and our riding in particular, by our late
member, the Hon. R. F. Green, and. to
assure him of our continued confidence
and -support.
‘Resolved, that “we believe that the
best interests of the province will be
conserved for the continuance in power
of the McBride government, as during
the past three years policy has been of
a constructive and progressive nature,
while‘ the opposition have been devoid
of any avowed policy, excepting that of
obstruction.

LORD STRATHCONA RETICENT
Ottatwa, Jan. 7.—Sir Wilfrid Laurier
and Lord Strathcona met a number of
newspaper men but refused to discuss
the subject of the latter’s resignation.
Lord Strathcona went straight to the
Premier’'s office, - where he had an in-
terview with Sir Wilfrid . Laurier and
Hon. L. P. Brodeur. The high com-
missioner had nothing to add to what
he has already said.  His visit to
Canada was for personal reasons.
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