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time
ajority (if any) and may at any
?:leét with defeat,” also that “the party
Which the present governmerit parports
16 represent took strong ground when in
opposition against the present unfair re-
distribution of seats.” As ‘to that, the
circumstances were certainly different in
the house, but he was not aware that
they were in the country. If he were
right in the premise they should just as
well have been censured for not bring-
ing one in this session. 5 t

“But,” went on the Premier, *“we are
prepared to bring in such a measure at
% very early day—(applause)—and such
being the case I will beg to amend thex
motion of the hon. member for Vancou-'!
ver as 1 have indicated. :

MR. TURNER couid fully sympathize
with the leader of the government in the
dificulty he had experienced in reference
to this motion. He knew that when Mr.
Semlin sat on the opposition side of the
house he had very frequently suggested
that a redistribution measure should be
brought down, and it was spoken of as if
it were a very easy concern to bring in
a fair redistribution measure. But now
he knew personally from the leader of
the government that he had found
that it was a much more difficult thing
to satisfy the country than he supposed
or stated it was at the time he (Mr.
Semlin) was~in opposition. There was
perhaps a great deal more made of this
redistribution - matter than was at all
necessary. It was true that before the
last election owing to the urgent pres-
<ure of members of the opposite side of
the house, it was forced on the electors
in different parts of the country. It was
not the electors who foreed redistribution
on the house.but just the reverse—cer-
tain members of thethen opposition forc-|
ed it on the country.. As a matter of
fact, though the country was possibly
not fairly divided before, owing to the
great changes which had taken place in
the province during the previous few
years in connection with the distribution
of population,the conditions were very far
from being as the then opposition had
stated them. But the arguments of the
hon. gentlemen who were then in oppo-
sition—and some of them were read yes-
terday—seemed to assume that in British
(Columbia it was easily possible to so ap-
portion representation to the electors that
they should approximately represent the
same number of voters in the province.
(Government cries of “no.”) He did not
know that this was the case—he did not
know that it was possible even to give
such a measure of representation as had

ey pe [}

events all indicating that no measure of
justice could be looked for from this gov-
ernment. Even at the beginning of the
present session the government, in the
speech from the throne had indicated
its intention of endeavoring to secure a
temporary majority by carving out a con-
stituency where it fancied it could obtain
support—in the same manner that it had
Lkept on the voters’ lists for Vancouver,
where they felt strong. This surely was
sectionalism of the worst class. That
there had been no maturely formed in-
tention to introduce a general measure of
redistribution when the session opened
was evidenced by there being no refer-
ence thereto in the speech from the
throne—indeed the reference to the mak-
ing to a new constituency for Boundary
was perhaps the strongest argument that
there had been no intention to go in for
thorough redistribution until the govern-
ment had been brought to a sense of its
duty by the motion of the third member
for Vancouver. The Premier’s amend-
ment was itself an indication of fatal
weukness. No stable government would
have thought for a moment of meeting
such a resolution with an amendment
that was an admission of neglect and a
promise to do as the resolution suggested.
1t seemed that even with their limited fol-
lowing the government had met with the
situation that they could not control even
their own supporters to the extent of vot-
ing down the motion of condemnation.
The amendment was therefore an elo-
quent expression of weakness, and he
could not look for any fair redistribution
measure presented by this government—
as judged by its past course such a
measure would be neither fair, just nor
equitable.
- MR. HELGESEN could not see why
the house should be asked to drop all
other business in order to get up a Te-
distribution measure at short notice. The
present did not seem to him to be the
proper time for a thorough redistribu-
tion. A census would soon be held, and
after that the subject could be attacked
with intelligent knowledge of the facts,
for there would be some basis of con-
sideration as to population, distribution
of wealth ete.

Hon. Mr. Semlin here rose to a point
of order. He would like, he said, to have
the junior member for Victoria explain
what he had meant by stating that the
present government had introduced legis-
lation not in the public interest but in
the interest of private corporations.

Mr. McPhillips, explaining, said tiat it

been formerly agitated for by the then
opposition—and which now that they were
the government they themselves saw the
difficulties of. Nor did he consider that
British Columbia had in the past suffer-
ed at all seriously—if at all—through the
alleged disparity in representation. Un-
der the old government every section had
received fair and impartial treatment,
and this was in reality 'what the people
wanted mainly—it did -not so much mat-
ter to them whether they had one or two
representatives, or whether it was the
member for Cariboo or from some other
district who voted to give a road or some
other work for them. What mainly eon-
cerned the people was that their interests
should be looked after. What they want-
ed first of all was good government—pro-
tection for life and property—education-
al facilities—intelligent measures to pro-
mote the prosperity and the development
of the country by every means within the
revenue of the country. Representation
upon the basis of population was not the
one great thing for the country, especial-
ly as in a new country, with a con-
stantly changing population this was a
most difficult matter to accomplish. As
for the resolution and amendment, he
could pot agree with either. The gov-
ernment, as everyone was well aware,
was hanging by the finest possible hlﬂr‘,
and therefore Was in no position to b

in a measure of redistribution that was
likely to be-satisfactory to the country.
They “could not do it.  There certainly |
was no precedent in any legislature for a
government virtually without a majority
at all bringing in legislation to change

- the representation of the country; such a

thing would mot only be unheard of but
a_disgrace, - In every item of legislation
during the session the same evidence of
a diseredited administration was present-
ed. ‘There had indeed been no real legis-
lation during the six weeks that the house
had been in’eession—the bills that had

. thus far been offered 'were for such im-

portant purposes chiefly as the crossing
of a *t” or the dotting of an “i"—save
in the case of the Coal Mines Regulation
Bill. - No important legislation was dared
by the government, and all for the reason
that they were afraid of defeat on any-
thing of moment, so evenly balanced were
the parties. - Naturally such a condition
was not in the interest of the country,
and should be terminated as speedily as
possible, . But of all measures, a redistri-
bution measure was the last that should
be so much as suggested by a government
so_situated.

MR. MUNRO pointed out that the
leader of the opposition had unconsciously
voiced a great truth. He had said that
the agitation for redistribution had com-
menced not with the people but with the
members of the then opposition, and had
by them been forced upon the considera-
tion of the people. KEven so. What mat-
tered it where the agitation had started,
as it was evident the people had endorsed
the movement. - Mr. Turner said that it
made no difference how the province was
divided, so long as the various districts
got each their share of attention. He
contended that it made no difference to
the people” whether the government re-
presented the minority or the majority.
Just such a state of affairs it was that
had made it possible for the Turner party
to hang to power, while they in reality
represented but an imsignificant minority.

This having been the experience of the
late government, it was natural that they
should support such unfair distribution.

MR. McPHILLIPS announced that he
for one eould not and would not look for
a fajr and just measure of redistribution
from this government after the illustra-
tion of unfairness that had been afforded
in the matter of the cancellation of the
voters’ lists of Victoria City—the govern-
ment having destroyed the lists for Vie-
toria City but left intact the lists of the
city of Vancouver, where they felt thems
selves supported. Conduct such as this
could justify no other conclusion than
that a government was at the helm that
could not bring down a fair, just or
equitable measure. The voters’ lists in
question had been cancelled with no fair
time allowance in which to complete a
registration of names; this work had been
taken in hand by members of the opposi-
tion in Victoria City, and as many names
as possible had been secured, without re-
gard at all to the political views of the
voters registered. It was useless for the
government of the day to deny that it
was influenced by feelings of sectional-
ism. The house had seen measures
brought before it by the government that
were not in the public interest but in the
interest of individuals — ¥

Hon. Mr. Henderson, rising to a point
of order, agked Mr. Speaker if the hon.
gentleman was entitled to make such a
statement as that?

“Why not,” inquired Mr. Pooley—"“why
not when it's true?”’ 3

Hon, Mr. Henderson—“It’s not true.”

Mr. McPhillips contended that it was.
He was glad to see that'he had touched
the government on the raw, and he main-
tained that he was entitled to judge the
‘government by past events, these past

had been stated on the floor of the house
repeatedly, an@ had been allowed to_go
uncontradicted, that the Coal Mines Re-
gulation Act Amendment Bill had been
introduced for-the benefit of one mining
company as against another. From his
own knowledge and interpretation of cir-
cumstances he also believed this to be
correct.

Hon. Dr. McKechnie—As the member
in charge of that bill I wish to deny that
charge aboslutely. It was introduced in
the interest of no coal mining company.
It was for the protection of the working-
men —

At this point in the government’s de-
nial Mr. Speaker insisted that debate
should cease.

MR. KELLIE, resuming the consider-
ation of the amendment, held that Mr.
Martin’s constituents had so changed in
their fecling toward that gentleman that
now that he was in opposition he repre-
sented about 400 less than nothing of a
majority of his constituents. No member
had a right to cross the floor of the cham-
ber unless he went to his ‘constituents,
stated his reasons, and gave the voters
who had elected him an opportunity to
show their approval or disapproval. Any
other course he regarded as dishonorable.
He contended that the people of Koote-
‘nay represented one-third, or at all events
80 per cent. of the provincial population,
and 45 per-cent. of the revenue contribut-
ing power of the country. )

MR. BOOTH continued the debate. To
adopt the legislation evidently favored by
the representatives of Kootenay he held
would not be fair to the people of the
Coast and Fraser, who had pawned the
earnings of generations to assist in the
proving of Kootenay. Petty party poli-
tics seemed to be at the root of the re-
cent movement. Anything for the pre-
servation of the government. The whole
point of the movement was shown in the
treatment that had been meted out re-
spectively to the Victoria and Vancouver
voters' lists, the voters’ litsts of Victoria
(an opposition city) having been destroy-
ed, while the effort was made to build up
Vancouver. (Dissent and appaluse.)

Mr. McPhillips here interrupted. He
would like to have the hon. member for
Revelstoke explain the reason for the can-
cellation of the voters’ lists of Victoria,
while - those of Vancouver were un-
touched. :

“] presume the government can ex-
plain,” replied Mr. Kellie.

“Why don’t they then? retorted Mr.
Joseph Martin—“they’ve been challenged
to do so half a dozen times already this
session.”

“T will tell the hon. gentleman I don’t
carry tw government of B.C. in my
pocket,”®was Mr. Kellie’s reply.

Quick as a flash the third member for
Vancouver replied: : :

“Oh yes you do—every individual mem-
ber on that side does, and you all know
it.” (Great applause.)

MR. MACPHERSON said that as for
the voters’ lists, those fo Victoria had
been cancelled because they had been in
existence ever sinc Victoria had been
in existence practically, and had never
been cancelled before, whereas the Van-
couver list was virtnally new—although
he would say that if he had had anything
to do with the matter all should have
been cancelled. (Loud applause), He
would  suport the Premier’s amendment.

MR. NBEILL, referring to the section-
alism ery raised by some oppofition
members said that he as one of the few
Island members would certainly propose
to see that no injustice was done to the
Island, but h uld be very careful be-
fore he raised the cry of sectionalism to
gee what the propesed measure of redis-

ution was.
mﬁR. EBERTS claimed that members
on the other side of the house had been
completely gulled with reference to the
lists of Victoria and New ‘Westminster.
One of the leading debaters on the other
side had come to the rescue of the gov-
ernment and told the house that the rea-
son why the Vancouver list was not
cleaned and the Victoria list was clean-
ed up was thagd the list 'lvl'l'cylrcit:nv:alamg
! gince Victo! X

2&;, be%nhephrge H Theodore Davie
brought down a red! :

wri‘:ltgr of 1894, and immediately upon
the. passing of that bill the registers of
‘Victoria were revised, and those who
fived in other districts were taken off
and the lists madehp‘erfdecgy correct by

worn to do their duty.

pn;g: Helgesen—What about the dead
nes ?

? Mr. Eberts—I have just told you they
were dropped from the list. You don’t
expect that the dead ones will live here
do you, or you don’t expect that they
will live in any other portion of the con-
stituency that has been enlarged? As to
the resolution he felt only able to sup-
port part of it, and that was the refer-
ence as to the government’s DAITOW INA-
jority. > t on to speak of the
foresight of the late government. in meet-

ing the coming needs of ar by giv-

ing that district another’ member, al-
though the motives of the late govern-
ment were impugned by the then, opposi-
tion. Then it gave a new member to
Vancouver, a new one to Rossland, and
a member to the Slocan. They eould not
accuse the late government of being sec-
tional; the whole of those members were
given to the Mainland, and in three
cases the new constituencies returned
members who supported the present
government and opposed the late ad-
ministration that created them.

Mr. Eberts went on to say that the
hon. gentlemen opposite had not propos-
ed one single different constituency to
those which the late government brought
forward in its last redistribution bill. He
could not vote for the resolution, neither
could he vote for the amendment. He
did not think a government situated as
this one ~was could bring in a just
and fair bill. It was not proper that the
representation of the country should be
placed in the hands of a number of gen-
tlemen who had not a majority of those
who represented the electors of the peo-
ple. If the government had that he
might suppport a resolution of that kind
but he did not think a government which
had not a majority could possibly bring
down any other kind of measure than a
gerrymander on its own behalf. If a
fair and equitable bill was brought down
he would suppert it, but this government
was not the choice of a majority of
the electors at the present time and
therefore was not entitled to bring in
a measure of this kind.

MR. GREEN emphasized the great
and constantly growing importance of
Kootenay. ‘Though it wag possible that
in the past it had been over-represented,
he claimed that Kootenay to-day led the
province not only in population but in im-
portance of interests and revenue con-
tribution to the province. If in the past
it had received more than it paid into
the treasury it was now making return
with good interest.

COL. BAKER had been greatly puz-
zled by the amendment. offered by the
leader of the government, because—look-
ing at the fact that the government had
no majority except that given it by Mr.
Speaker’s casting vote—the government
was having all it could do in holding on
to life, while it would be little better
than a farce for such a government to
talk of bringing in a redistribution bill.
There was another point that presented
itself—in the past it had been the rule,
and a rule that had much to justify it,
that when a redistribution was determin-
ed as necessary, it should not be attempt-
ed before the last session of the parlia-
ment —

Mr. Ellison—Well, this is their last ses-
sion. (Laughter.)

Col. Baker at first did not note the ex-
cellent point of the interrmption. ‘When
he did he joined in the laugh at the gov-
ernment’s expense, and observed that of
course when the government fell his point
also fell to the ground. Redistribution
with the gentlemen opposite appeared to
be nothing more' than chopping consti-
tuencies 8o as to secure a political advant-
age unfairly. The present arrangement
had proved fairly good, and he did not
see that any further and general redis-
tribution measure was called for at the
present time,

MR. DEANE argued that government
and oppesition should join hands in get-
ting as fair a redistribution as possible.
Then the people could fight it out for
themselves, and he hoped to see the best
men, the best party, win. As for him-
self, he did not ‘care how soon the elec:
tions came. He did not wish to see the
present condition of affairs continue any
longer than was absolutely necessary. He
held that there was mno sectionalism in
the matter at the present day. He knew
this was the case in the Interior. In his
own section indeed the people were if
anything more in sympathy with Victoria
than Vancouver. i

“MR, J. M. MARTIN prefaced His re-
marks by saying that he would haveheen
satisfied at first with the measure of par-
tial redistribution proposed at the com-
mencement of the session, fo give a meém-
ber to the Boundary country; it appeared,

bill of 1808 was neither fair nor satis-
factory. The third member for Vancou-
ver would corroborate him when he said
that last year he had advocated that such
a measure should be brought in; he had
been in favor of such action ever since;
he was stii—so far as he was concerned,
the measure would be brought in at the
earliest possible date, perhaps earlier
than hon. gentlemen opposite would like.
There was no truth in the assertion that
the hand of the government in this mat-
ter had been forced. It had been quite
unnecessary for the government to do
more than vote down the resolution,
knowing that the leader of the opposition,
the member for South Victoria, the mem-
ber for Bast Kootenay, and several oth-
ers would, to be consistent, have been
obliged to stand with them. The resolu-
tion of the third member for Vancouver
therefore had forced nothing ——

Mr. Eberts—The newspapers were the
force; you could not get away from
them. i

Hon. Mr., Henderson denied that any
force was needed. He had always been
in sympathy with the principle involved,
and could only object to the assertion
that all business should be. suspended
while this matter received consideration.
This was not necessary—although the bill
should be laid before the house at the
earliest possible moment, and he would
endeavor to have it so —

Mr., Eberts——Commencing to-day.

Hon. Mr. Henderson—The bill is now
in preparation, don’t say that it will be
brought in to-day, but when it is said
that it has been forced by means of the
opposition, the facts evidently are not
known. It has been said that the gov-
ernment has so narrow a n}ajority that
they cannot bring in 2 fair measure—
then vote it down. I don’t know that
the government could go to the country
on a better measure. I am prepayedl to
go out, if need be on such a fair and
equitable measure as we will offer. 1t
it does not meet with the approbation of
the house I am willing to go out.

Mr. McPhillips—Wouldn’t you have
to go? If the house voted down your
bill where would your option come in?

Hon. Mr. Henderson replied that if
defeat was to come on’ such a measure
he would welcome discomfiture with joy;
and the people would very guickly how
they regarded the bill. when he came
before them at the general elections.

Mr. McPhillips—How do you know
that they would want you for a candi-
date?

That, Mr. Henderson agreed, was of
course, wholly for the people of New
Westminster to decide, having twice be-
fore elected him, on the last occasion by
acclamation. In any event it did not
bother him so very much. He could go
out with a light heart; he had discovered
that it was not all beer and skitttles to
be in the government. (Laughter and
ealls of .“You've found it out have
you?’)

He held that the resolution went fur-
ther than there was any justification for,
and that the introducer knowing his (Mr,
Henderson’s) views, should be satisfied
with His assurance that a measure of
redistribution would be brought in at a
very early date—and such a measure as
he felt sure would meet with the cor-
dial approval of the house and the peo-
ple. ¢

MR. JOSEPH MARTIN, speaking to
the amendment said that the house had
at any rate the declaration of the /At-
torney-General that there was a differ-
ence of opinion in the government as to
this very important measure. The At-
torney-General had said that all along
h_e had been in favor of a general re-
distribution, while the house could see
for itself that no such measure had been
presented. He (Mr. Martin) denied that
this was right or proper—for a mem-
ber of the government to state that he
held a view contrary to that decided
upon in executive as the vie wof the
government.  Before the policy of the
government had been formally decided
is quite competent to 'any ‘member to
voice his individual views, but after-
wards he may not. ;

Hon. Mr. Henderson interjected an ex-

however, not to satisfy the majority of
the party. He denied that any sectional-
jsm would be provoked by what the gov-
ernment had done. He recommended the |
opposition, too, to wait until they had:
seen the bill before making either cripi-
eism of condemnation. i

MR. ELLISON supported the amend-
ment, and hoped also to support the
main resolution. He thought, however,
that the government hanging now by the
merest thread, would be defeated before
they would get & chance to present the
promised measure, If they had -been en-
deavoring to redeem their promises they
shounld have brought it in . last seesion.
The biil should have been brought in
during the first session, and he was con-
vinced that this government would not
live out its natural four years. As for
the redistribution measure, he would not
pledge himself as to how he should vote
upon it, and if they gave another mem-
ber to Bast Yale (as he expected they
would to be just) and if he thought its
other portions were right and just he
would give it his hearty support.

MR. McBRIDE  condemned the gov-
ernment for not having said anything
about redistribution in redemption of
their promises last session, while what
was found in the speech from the throne
this year had evidently been brought in
at the demand of the member for Ross-
land, to secure a member for Boundary.
Now, if the third member for Vancouver
had not forced the hand of the govern-
ment, nothing on the subject of redistri-
bution generally would have been heard
of. If-it had been the government’s policy
it would certainly have been included in
the speech from the throne. In fact the
mere mention of the member for Ross-
land, that he would have been prepared
to accept a member for the Boundary as
sufficient, was in itself the strongest evi-
dence that a general redistribution
scheme had been neither contemplated
nor intended. The Turner government
had acted according to its lights, and for
what it believed to be the good of the
country at large, and while in many re-
spects he had mnot nireed with the party
on this, he could not but say that in many |
respects, for example with regard to Cas-
siar, the Turner party had proceeded
with statesmanlike appreciation of the fu-
ture. He held that the present was a
bad time to present a redistribution meas-
ure, and that while there should be a re-
adjustment of constituencies it should
not be entrusted to a ministry so unfor-
tunately situated as the government of
British Columbia is at the present time.

HON. MR. HENDERSON held that
the debate had taken an unwarrantably
wide range. - He did not propose to fol-
low its wanderings, but would confine
himself to the.principle raised by the re-
solution and the amendment. He had,
he would confess, considerable sympathy
with the principle involved in the resolu-
tion of the third member for Vancouver
—more sympathy with it than had the
leader of the opposition. Taking up the
principle of the resolution, leaving out
the preambles —

. Mr. Turner—That’s where the principle
is found.
on. Mr. Henderson did not agree. The

! planation. He had said that he had ask-

ed for a redistribution bill last year, as
the third member for Vancouvyer well
knew. He had said that he had been in
favor of such a measure ever since. And
that was as far as he had gone.

Mr. Martin held that this quite con-
firmed the view he had taken. He ar-
gued that thp government could not at-
tempt to claim that it had intended to

. bring down a redistribution bill when the
‘ session was entered upon.

A He h
unmentioned in His Honor’s spee%%,b:gs
when the Attorney-General said that he
had favored such legislation all along,
he 'merely evidenced dissention in the
cabinet. While he had not by any means
been bound to do as Mr. Kellie had sug-
gested—go to the government privately
and ask them to bring in a redistribution
bill—he had as a matter of fact done
this very thing. He had gone to the
government, or rather sent Mr. Geo.
Kennedy, before the session, asking that
it be put in the speech from the throne,
and promising if this were done he would
give the redistribution measure loyal sup-
port. Six weeks ago he had again urged
the presentation of a redistribution meas-
ure. But he could get no assurance from
the government, not until he had taken
advantage of his unquestionable right
and brought the question up publicly—
first, at a meeting in Nanaimo, when he
had received an assurance from the mem-
ber for South Nanaimo, who could not
be said to speak fos the government.
Hon. Mr. Hendersod had said that it
would have been a simple matter for
the government to have merely voted
down this resolution. The only reason
they had not done so was because they
could not. So weak did they find them-
selves on the question that they now
confessed they were depending on the
chance votes of their opponents to save
them from their own followers; they pro-
posed to balance with votes from the
other side the losses of the their own fol-
lowers who would not in this instance
answer to the party lash. Mr. J. 4
Martin had said that not only a majority
but a very large majority of the govern-
ment side would not support the measure
for a partial redistribution ‘indicated in
the speech from the throne, which he (J.
M. Martin) would have been ‘satisfied
with--and from this it was quite appar-
ent that the government policy had been
amended perforce even since the session
opened.

He was very glad to hear the hon. mem-
bers for North Yale and Revelstoke say
that there should be a redistribution biil
brought down, and then an appeal to the
country as soon as possible. He sald the
government has no right to linger on in
its present miserable precarious fashion. It
was against the best interests of the coun-
try.. The government was not in a posi-
tion to-day to bring in a redistribution bill
unless he was prepared to support it. The
government acknowledged that.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS (loudly)-
“Not” .

MR. MARTIN—“YVe]l, then, will the hon.
gentlemen bring in’ this redistribution bill
if T withdraw my support?”’

HON, MR. HENDERSON—Yes.”

MR. MARTIN—“All right; I withdraw
it.” He wanted it to be understood that

principle of the resolution was redistri-
bution, and- the necessity therefore. - He
quite :agreed that a measure of redistri-
bution-should be brought in at an early
 date.:/This was-a position: that he had
long held, holding that the redistribution

! he was under no obligation to vote for
!'the bill.. If 4% was a reasonably fair bill
‘he would gupport it, - The .only reason he
offered his support, wag that he feared that
“i2 the government. theught-he .would:.op-
pose the bill it would have offered to in-
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troduce it. ' He was told that by sn hon.
gentleman opposit: The Att G al
has assured him that the government would
bring in a bill whether he (Mr. Martin)
supported it or not; thefefore, he was free
to do what he liked. (Opposition cheers).

Mr, Martin passed om to deal with the
matter of the voters’ lists of the four coast
cities. Referring to the manner in which
the government had undertaken to clean up
the lists of those cities, he said it was one
of the most disgraceful episodes that he
had ever known of since he came to this
province, not excepting any of the acts of
the late Turner government, against which
he had so often declaimed. He claimed
that of the lists of those four cities that
of Vancouver was the worst. And yet
they found that the government only
cleaned out the lists of Victoria and New
Westminster, the two cities that returned
members opposed to it, while the lists of
the ecitles of Vancouver and Nanaimo,
‘which cities were strongholds of the gov-
ernment, were left untouched. What was
the inference? The miserable excusq
brought forward for this—may I call it
villany, Mr. Speaker? (laughter)—was that
the Vancouver list was cleaned up a few
years ago, ‘He said the chief object of the
act of last session was to correct the known
errors in the Vancouver list. He sharply
criticized the government for giving such
short notice in the cast of the Viectoria and
New Westminster lists. The government
thought that the party opposed to it would
not e able to get its friends on the new
lists. As far as Vancouver was concerned,
he protested against the unfortunate posi-
tion that that city had been placed In by
that unfair trickery of the government. He
did not know how many voters they had
in Victoria; in Vancouver they had 6,000
odd names on the list. He once more pro-
tested against what he called the outrage
and sald that for a redistribution bill the
number of people on the list formed the
most impoxtant data in determining what
representation should be given. The pres-
ent list did not properly give the voters
in Vancouver at the present day. As he
had othern points to deal with and as it
was nearing six. o’clock he suggested that
he should and Speaker should see that
hour, which the latter did.

DEBATE ADJOURNED,

When the house resumed at 8:30 MR.
JOSEPH MARTIN rose and stated that the
unusual number of Important speeches
which had been delivered during the after-
noon would make it impossible for the
gentlemen of the press gallery to extend
their notes as fully as the importance of
the subject demanded in time to catch the
steamer for the Mainland. The procedure
was unusual, but he suggested under the
circumstances that the debate be adjourn-
ed, He had a few more remarks to make
upon this subject himself, but he consider-
ed them so important as to be worthy of
publication. He did not wish to give the
impression that he ran after the news-
papers, in fact he often got more notice
than he deserved in that matter and that
not always favorable.

After a brief consideration the Premier
assented to this”proposal.

PRIVATE BILLS.

The house then proceeded with the con-
sideration of private bills. Three of these
were considered in committee, namely, the
Chilcat Pass Railway and Navigation bill,
the Crow’s Nest Pass Light and Power
bill, and the Taku and Atlin Railway bill,
Upon these the omly point taken was that
regarding the clause prohibiting the em-
ployment of Oriental labor. This called
forth prolonged discussion, in which Mr.
McPhillips spoke against the clause.
HON. MR. COTTON explained that the
government was awaiting the intimation
from Ottawa of what stand would be taken
by the Canadian authorities regarding the
railway bills in which this clause was in-
cluded. Until it' was known what action
they would take it was impossible for the
provincial government to lay down any
principle upon which it might treat this
s ortoolfbra r.remarksp

sort of labor.

Mr. Joseph Martin was!'ivery aggres-
slve in pressing-the government upon this
point, and out of his attacks an acrimoni-
ous debate with Mr. Macpherson arose.
After charging Mr, Martin with having
the harrassing of the government as his
sole aim, Mr, Macpherson accused him of
treachery in attempting to twist the re-
marks of members out of their imtended
meaning. He illustrated this by Mr) Mar-
tin’s charge that he (Mr. Macphersol had
been sent by the government to leayn Mr.
Martin’s views about a fair and just meas-
ure of redistribution and to ask his (Mr?
Martin’s) assistance.in the passage of the
same, This was a base misstatement, said
Mr., Macpherson, who added that Mr. Mar-
tin was guilty of the grossest treachery.
“And I am done with him; and I will not
talk to him again,” concluded Mr. Mac-
pherson.

The house then rose shortly after 11 p.m.
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" BROTCHIE LEDGE LIGHT.

Divergence in Official Opinion on the
Present State of Affairs.

In the Mouse of Commons the other
day, in answer to a question by Col.
Prior as to why the proposed electric
light has not been placed on Brotchie
Ledge, he was informed, according to
the telegraph report, that “the depart-
ment of marine has not procured a cable
for the electric light to Brotchie Ledge,
as no cable manufacturing firm would
accept a special order at present, owing
to the small quantity required.”
Commenting upon this statement by the
minister the Colonist remarked that,
“Phe proper lighting of Brotchie Ledge
seems to be postponed indefinitely.”
Thae minister’s representative in Vie-
toria, however, has another version of
the matter, according to which.it is not
the rush of work at the factories that
delays the making of the cable, but there
is to be no cable at all, as the makeshift
light is quite good enough. This is what
he writes:

“Adverting to a statement in this morn-
ing’s Colonist re the lighting of Brotchie
Ledge beacon, it is made to appear that
the light is unsatisfactory, or that it is
not 'properly lighted. From personal ob:
servations on board the Charmer last
night and the unanimous good reports of
all the captains passing it, the light is
pronounced to be all that is desirable, the
quick occulting light makes it discernible
-from all other lights and unmistakable.
If you will kindly modify your state-
ment regarding this most important aid
to navigation you will oblige yours very

truly,
“JAS. GAUDIN,
“Agent M. & F. Dept.”

——— (e
C. P. R. PROSPERITY.

Montreal, Feb, 12.—At a meeting of
the directors of the Canadian Pacific rail-
way company to-day the usual half-year-
ly dividend of two per cent. on the pref-
erence stock was declared on the ordin-
ary stock.. The gross earning were $29,-
230,038; working expemnses, $16,999,872;
net earnings, $12,230,165; income from
other sources, $1,150,198; total net in-
come, $13,380,364; less amount applied
against steamships, $155,000; less fixed
charges, including :nterest on land bonds,
$6,816,676. Net revenue available for
dividends, $6,408,687. After paying all
dividends deciared the surplus for the
year carried forward is $2,208,847.

—————————————————

tAcGrean Bull%eﬂ.—;’l‘he D. & I{; ;li:'ﬁm.\nlollz
od . : 4 s a great. builder.

:lm welgl:e adds healthy flesh, and over-
.comes any downward tendency of ' health:
‘Davis & Lawrence, Ltd.s makera. 4

‘“Ashcroft” which stated that Captain

The Routes
To Omineca

Mine Owners Favor the One
via Hazelton. in All
Seasons.

Party Leaving by the Willapa
This Evening to go
Over Snow.

Mr. G. W. Otterson, & mining man,
was in town yesterday on his way to
Manson creek, and was at the New Eng-
land Hotel. He is going north on the
Willapa to-day with men and supplies
intending to.go in by the Hazelton trail.
Mr. Hill, of the Vital Creek Mining
Company, and' C. A. Thompson, super-
intendent of the St. Anthony Explora-
tion Company, with ten men and sup-
plies, are going in at the same time.
Mr. Otterson says thaf he noticed an
article in yesterday’s Colonist signed by

Black and a party of six men had gone

in to Manson creek via the Ashcroft-
Quesnelle route. Mr. Otterson says that

the reason that Captain Black took this
route was that had some supplies stored
at Quesnelle and Stewart, and was fore-
ed to go that way to pick them up.
Mr. Otterson has been over both the
Asheroft-Quesnelle and the Hazelton
routes, and says that it is a long, hard
trip via Ashcroft. It is 280 miles to
Quesnelle from Ashcroft and 378 miles
from Quesnelle to Manson creek. The
trail is not broken in winter and the
whole distance has to be broken on
snowshoes. He was 30 days going in
by that route last winter. William Mor-
rison, J. Kavanagh, J. Tierney and V.
Christian went in at the same time.
He walked from Manson creek to Ha-
zelton in 491% hours last winter, andi
this route ceuld easily be made into a'!
wagon road, and the expense would
only be about one-third of that of open-
ing the route from Asheroft to Ques-
nelle. Besides, the route through the
Omineca country would open up some
splendid farming country and would
pass near Vidal creek, Lord’s ‘creek, Ten
Mile creek and Germansen creek, on all
of which placer mines are being worked.
Mr. Otterson says that if this country is
opened up it will surprise the people, and
that the prospects fur hydraulic mining
there are excellent.

His company get all their supplies in

FOR BILIOUS AND NERVOUS DISORDERS

such as Wind and Pain in the Stomaoh,
Giddiness, Fulness after meals, Head«
Dizziness, Drowsiness, Flushings

of Heat, Loss of Appetite,
Blotches on the Skin, Cold Chills, Dis-
turbed Sleep. Frightful Dreams and all
Nervous and Trembling Sensations.
THE FIRST DOSE WILL GIVE RELIEF
IN TWENTY MINUTES. Every sufferer
will acknowledge them to be 4

A WONDERFUL MEDICINE. |

BEECHAMN’S P1LLS, taken as direck-
od. will quickly restore Females to come~
plete health. They promptly remove
obstructions or irregularities of the sys-
tem and cure Sick Headache. Fora

Weak Stomach

Impaired Digestion
Disordered Liver
IN MEN, WOMEN OR CHILDREN
Beecham’s Pills are

Without a Rival

And have the

‘ LARCEST SALE
’_&ﬂ any Patc st Medicine in the Worlils

at all Drug Stores,

ing charges; ‘Saanich Agricultural So-
ciety for use of hall, Orange and Temper-
ance societies for use of chairs, etc.;
Leander Minstrel Club, R. M. A. squad,
and Miss Armson and others who con-
tributed to the programme.

Concert at Esquimalt.—All who were
prevented by the severe weather and
other causes from attending the entertain-
ment given in the Masonic hall, Esqui-
malt last night by the members of the
Metropolitan choir missed a treat that
seldom falls to the lost of the residents of
Esquimalt. The programme was com-
posed of solos, choruses, duets, readings
and instrumental selection, all rendered
in a manner that deserved the applause
that was freely given by the audience.
Rev. J. P. Hicks in his closing remarks
referred to the movement on foot to es-
stablish a Wesleyan soldiers’ and sailors’
home near Esquimalt, which, while un-
der the control of the Wesleyvan church,
would be thoroughly undenominational in
the benefits it would confer on men of the
army and navy.

—

ORANGE GRAND LODGE.

Preliminary Meeting Held in A.0.U.W.
Hall Last Evening—The Delegates.

The regular annnai meeting of the
Orange Grand Lodge opened yesterday

by the Hezelton route. They go from
Victoria to Hazelton by steamer and are
taken in from Hazelton to Manson creek
in about nine days, there being ouly 153
miles of packing. By the other route
the supplies have to be packed or taken
by freight team 280 miles from Asheroft i
to Quesnelle and from Quesnpelle to
Manson creek, 375 miles. This takes
about 40 days in summer, and the trail
is not open in winter, Mr. Otterson says
that there are about 50Q horses on the
Hazelton trail this year. He is an Am-
erican, and says that he has no interest |
in any transportation, but is interested!
in hydraulic mining at Manson creek. t
The company that he is interested in
employs about 70 men. The St. An-|
thony Company employ 125 men and the
Aretic Slope Mining Company about 50,‘»
and all these men go in by the Hazelton |
trail. 'There are ahout 22 white men |
going in at ‘the same time as Mr. Otter- |
gon, and during this ‘winter about 300
Indians go in.

LOCAL NEWS

1

A Hearing To-morrow.—Much interest
attaches to the defamatory libel suit in-
stigated by the government against Geo.
Sheldon Williams. The hearing is set
for to-morrow at 10 a.m. before Magis-
trate Hall, and a considerable crowd is
likely to be attracted to the court room.
Williams professes some knowledge of
law and will not employ counsel, but
conduct the case himself.

Reward for Bravery.—The  United
States Government, having been inform-
ed by their consul at Victoria, of the
courage shown by Messrs. F. Jacobsen,
F. Stanley Spain, Nigel L. Campbell,
Thomas Oarr and S. Torgesen, in their
rescue of the five seamen from the burn-
ing American schooner Hera, off Clayo-
quot Sound, November last, expresses ,
“keen appreciation of the gallantry and |
heroism displayed” by these men. The |
United States government authorize the
American consul to announce that it has
been decided to present to each of the
six men named a gold life-saving medal,
which will be forwarded to them as soon
as they can be prepared.

Reunion of Hasterners.—A good ex-
ample is contagious. ‘The Sons of Eng-
land, the Scottish Chiefs, the Yorkshire-
men, the Native Sons and divers and
sundry other aggregations of folk have
met, organized and dined. The Eastern
Canadians, resident here, are moving in
the same direction, that is to say, in the
diréction of the dinner and will dine to-
gether at the Dallas on ‘Wednesday even-
ing, February 21. Whether they will do
more than dine, that is whether they will
permanently organize, is not announced.
The  tickets for the dinner are put at
$1.50 and may be procured from either
of the following members of the com-
mittee in charge; A. C. Flumerfelt,
%leéis Martin, C. E. Jones and L. P.
uff.

Death at Duncans.—Edward Stainton
Hall of Duncans, late of Bromley, Kent,
England, died very suddenly at West-
holme on February 8. Mr. Hall had

gone to Westholme for a shooting trip
and had been out about two hours. When
he returned to the house for breakfast he
suddenly fell over dead. Medical aid was
called, but it was too late to render any
assistance. ‘The deceased was second
son of the late Henry Hall of Horton,
Kirby, Kent, and a nephew of the late
Wm. Hall, of Sunnydale Park, Faveir-
haw, Kent, Eng. He was a captain,of the
West Kent Rifle Brigade. Mr. Hall
only recently took up his residence at
Duncans, but made many friends He
was 60 years of age. The funeral was
held at St. Peter’s church, Quamichan
‘on Saturday.

Saanich Contribution.—A statement of
the finances in connection with the re-
cent patriotic concert at Saanichton is as
follows: Receipts—Sale of tickets for
concert, $222.50; subscriptions by Saan-

morning at 9 o’clock, Grand Master
Thrift presiding. The delegates were as
follows: T. H, Thrift, P.G.M., Hazel-
mere; J. G. Jackson, P.P.G.M., Vancou-

| ver; Henry Brethour, P.C.M,, Sidney;

Rev. Dr. Reid, Grand Chaplain, New
Westminster; Thomas Cunningham, ‘P.
P.G.M., Vancouver; D. Moffat, G. Sec-
retary, Nanaimo;_ John Loganh(}mnd
Treasurer, New Westminster; axwell
Stevenson, G. D. of O., Chilliwack; W,
H. McLean, D.S.C.; Nanaimo; Thomas
Duke, County Master, Vancouver; R.
Fawcett, District Master of No. 1 Dis-
triet, Vancouver; John Wallace District
Master of District No. 2, Vietoria; G,
M. Thrift, District Master of District
No. 3 Hazelmere, and the following re-
presentatives: v. J. Reid, Vancou-
ver; 8. J. Alexander, Vancouver; J. T.
Brim, New Westminster; A. MeCrim-
mon, Langley Prairie; Ca n Thomp-
son, Victoria; G. Taylor, Vancouver; D.
Donaldson, Vancouver, W. 8. Aber-
crombie, ﬁburne; George Hargraves,
New Westminster; Anthony Anderson,
Nanaimo; John McKenzie, Nanaimo;
Edwin Busch, Mission City; Krnest
Whelan, Dewdney; A. G. yd,
Surrey Centre; H. McVasey, Ladners;
J. J. Welsh, Victoria; John Rowan, Na-
naimo; Rev. F. G. Christmas, Saanich;
D. Nicholson, S. Wellington; H. B. Co-
nacher, Vancouver; and William Dun-
can, Victoria. ;
The,work done yesterday morning’ was
the consideration of credentials and fin-
ance committees’ reports, which were
very satisfactory, and showed an in-
crease in membership from 858 to 1,058, °
and the organization of five new sub-
ordinate lodges and applications for the
organization of nine more under consid-
eration. Six Of these are for subordi-
nate, one for district, one for county and
one for scarlet.

It was decided to have the address
of loyalty to the Queen embossed and
presented to Her Majesty as soon as
possible.

The session was resumed at 12:30 in
the afternoon. Committee work occupied
the attention of the members.

Last night the delegates were enter-
tained by the members of the Ladies
True Blue Lodge, and to-night the lo-
cal lodges and the Ladies’ True Blue
will give a banquet in honor of the visi-
tors.

The session will be resumed at 9
o’clock this morning and among other
business will be the election of officers.
The annual meeting of the Loyal
Orange District Lodge of Vancouver Is-
land was held at Saanichton on Mon-
day. After the usual opening exercises
the masters of the various - prima
lodges submitted their reports, whic
showed the order to be in a flourishing
condition in the district. It was decided
to organize anothep district lodge for the
northern' lodges v? Vancouver Island.

The following officers were elected for
the ensuing year:

Bro. John Wallace, District Master.
. Bro. E. Johns, Deputy District Mas-
er. !
Rev. Bro. F. G. Christmas, District

1 Chaplain.

Bro. Henry Brethour, District R. Sec.

Bro. E. H. Huggard, District Fiin. Sec.

Bro. John Brethour, District Treas.

Bro. Julius Brethour, District D. of C.

Bro. John J. Walsh, Distriet Lecturer.

The brethren then adjourned to Bro.
Camp’s hotel, where a splendid supper
was served.

e e .

SCOUTS CAPTURED.
 Rensburg, Feb. 11.—Out of a atrol
from the Justantein, under Captain Ham-
ilton, composed of eight Tasmanians and
eight of Gen. French’s scouts, only two
Tasmanians and three scouts returned,
the others were captured by the Boers.

——-
BOER LOSSES AT MODDER.

Modder River, Feb. 11.—The High-
landers returned last night. Before re-
tiring they found the bodies of 12 Boers.
They believe the losses of the enemy
were heavier than those of the British,

ish people, $240.50; recitation, $19.90;
total,  $482.90. Expenses—Printing,
$17.25: meals, lodging, ete., for perform-
ers. $12.75: rent of piano. $6; total, $36.
Net proceeds $446:90. The amount will
be increased to $450. The committee
lwish to-thank- the V. & 8. railway com-

pany for free:train. Times, Colonist and

Pi-.oyjmce printing companies for reduc-

for it is known that in addition to the
! dead BRoers found, several had been
buried.
SISO TH T e

The D. & L. Menthol Plaster is the most
largely sold in Canada. For backache and
all ranscular pains there’s nothing equal to
it./ Bach plaster in an air-tight tin, 2%¢.
Duvis & Lawresce Co., Ltd., makers,




