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Madagascar’s Sacred
Tree of Death.

shouts and gestures ordered her to
elletb the tree.

"Terrified, she. shrank back, appar­
ently begging tor mercy. At that the 
whole crowd Joined in, furiously 
howling at her to obey. Once more the 
dancers gaye out their orders; then, 
as she still refused and struggled, 
they armed themselves with spears, 
and stabbing at her forced her to re­
treat in the direction of the devil-god.

"At • last, seeing It was useless to 
fight further, she turned and faced the 
tree. For a moment she stood still, 
gathering herself up for a supreme ef­
fort, then Quickly she sprang toward 
the tree. She

A Happy and
New Year!

scrambled up, and 
, reaching the top knelt and drank of 
, the ‘holy’ liquid.
| “Quickly she Jumped up again, and 

I expected to see her jump down, 
thinking all was over, in that dim 
light not noticing instantly what 

( caused her so to shriek with terror.
, “Suddenly I realized what was hap­

pening and I seemed to be paralyzed 
with horror. The tree, seemingly so 
dead and motionless a moment be- 

’ fore, had come to life. The palpi, so 
frail looking, had suddenly ceased to 
quiver, and had coiled themselves 
about the girl’s head and shoulders, 
holding her so firmly that all her ef­
forts to free herself remained abso­
lutely useless.

Unsolved Mystery of Science.
"The green branches so rigid be­

fore began to writhe, and colled them­
selves round and around like snakes. 
Then as that mass struggled there 
across a horrible sight I shall never 
forget—the great leaves began to rise, 
slowly, very slowly. Those evil-look­
ing thorns were now on the inside, 
pointing toward the victim and clos­
ing on her with the force of a hydrau­
lic press.

"As they came together (Rightly there 
trickled down the trunk a pinkish 
mixture. . ; .

"Then the feasting began again 
amid much rejoicing. The devil was 
appeased.”

The researches of the famous Dr. 
Bose, the Hindu scientist, go towards 
confirming Dr, Leche’s story. By 

• means of magnification and certain 
i arrangements of intense lights Dr.
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«I T=irtshiy
I home all fagged out, and nearly 2* * «SExeSnui hardly icT 22!* always have a splitting headache. u5s* dssisrs’ medicine, bet it *i
"Yes, they say we women always like •uuM^d'dârtradirem

out afterwards as I do, it is no joke.f tnkijir) abeut^ llve_or afar bexee.
“I wonder if it is my nerves, 

could stand much sightseeing,
The strain on the eyes Seems ti 
the whole system. .

"I suppose I shall not Tte akk 65T sleep 
to-night, and that will put me in fine coo. 
dition for to-morrow*

“Why don’t somebody invent a good 
medicine for the nerves?

“But what was that Mrs. Crary was 
telling me about? I Relieve it was Nerve 
Food—Dr. Chase’s Nerye Food. I have 
heard so many talking about the way this 
Nerve Food helped them that I must give 
it a trial.”

And this is what Mrs. Crary of 515 
Cedar street, Peterboro’, Ont., writes about

' I never 
anyway.

Happy and 
Prosperous New

her experience with this well-known treat­
ment for the nerves:

"I wae suffering from a rundown condition of 
the system, nervous debility and sleeplessness. I 
lost a good many nights’ sleep, and sometimes 
after going to sleep would wake up with a start,

N.Bn~Our Store will be closed on 
day, January 3rd, for Stocktaking.

Still Hope for
Missmgjalloonists

ward, half-a-dozen trail looking Ament 
atamans—palpi would be a better ^
name, I believe—that shivered' con- New 
stantly, as if agitated by some strong Press) 
wind.

“It seems the plate-like affair on 
top of the trunk contained some thick 
sweet Juice. This liquid, which is a 
product of the tree and was probably 
originally intended to attract birds, 
is highly intoxicating, and even a very 
small quantity very soon produces 
coma.

Only Oie Chaace.
“When sacrifices take place a wo­

man is forced to climb into the tree 
and drink. If the ‘devil’ inside ie in 
good humor, then the girl will be al­
lowed to get down again In safety. If 
he was feeling ugly, however, then 
the poor girl was out-of-luck. Exactly 
•how the tree was going to prevent her 
jumping down I could not make out, 
but I was to learn eventually.

“One evening my guide presented 
himself to me and told me that what 
he. had been waiting for would take 
place that night

“That night having made the chief 
a present to insure that I would be 
welcome to witness their ceremony. I 
followed the tribe into the forest.
They made their way to the scared 
tree, and round it built twelve fires, 
so that the whole surroundings were 
lit up brightly. Then they disposed 
themselves about them and made 
themselves at home, some eating, but 
most of them drinking huge gourd­
fuls of native ferment

"Very soon they were all of them 
more or less Intoxicated, both the 
men and the women, with the excep­
tion of a young girl nearby, who 
neither spoke nor moved, but glanced 
about her as If she were terrified out 
of her wits.

“Suddenly without warning the Till­
ing ceased and they scattered away 
like frightened deer. The crucial point 
had arrived. For a moment there was 
complete silence but for the crackling 
of the fires. Intuition told me that the 
girl I had noted fcetdre was the one 
that was to be the sacrifice. I looked 
at her and saw mortal terror imprint­
ed on her features. Yet for the life of 
me I could not imagine why, and put 
down her fear to Imagination.

Begging Far Mercy.
“By now the first group of dancers 

had somewhat recovered, . and, sud­
denly springing up, rushed upon the 
poor girl with unearthly shrieks sad 
yells. They surrounded her, and with
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Greetings Safety Razor

Ladies’ Hock

Gent’s HockiTo all we extend cordial Greetings tor a splendid 
Vew Year with appreciation of your favors during the 
last year. To all we pledge anew our service and at- 
ention to fill your esteemed orders for the New Year.

.„.eWThe yacht, with the
ion of a few steel plates, wlV 

product of the. New Glas go vj 
the plates being manufacture
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The first and original Cold and 
Grip tablet, the merit of which 
la recognised by all civilized 
estions.
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her two little ones went about the With her as she spoke • sty,. (y 
work of preparing for to-morrow’s two children, Eugene, flfteen_WY 
festival just as they would were old, and Emily, fourteen year» W 
“daddy” to be with them on Christmas Eugene haa^ carefully studied all uH 
Day. Infonpation received concerning thfl

“Why should I give up hope?" ask- missing balloon. Over maps of thJ 
ed Mrs. Anna L. Farrell, somewhat Province of Quebec, he ' has poured] 
proudly, in reply to tiie questions that and sought to trace the helpless airJ 
were put to. her to-day. craft which carried his father.

“Has not my husband frequently “I am -gomewhat anxious to hear 
gone away on long trips from home from hlnvyee,” continued Mrs. Far- 
on duty and been out of communica- roll, “but I believe, and I have stud- 
tton for days and days. It is Ms led the problem, too, that he is safe 
duty.’’ /with his comrades >n some Isolated

Floral Tributeswhich had been left by her mother be-' 
fore going down-town shopping. He

Be sure its Bromoto the Departed.iâolf her to the parlor aodtplayed lit* 
tie Jingles and Christmas songs on the 
piano for her.
,:JBbea she told him she would have 
to return to school, he said:

"Tail your mother I'll return some 
day and steal everything In the 

he left without taking

Nothing so nice as Flowers in time 
of sorrow. We can supply Wreaths 
and Crosses on short notice, and 
guarantee satletaetlon. We will en­
deavour to meet the humblest puree.

"Say it with Flowers."
; VALLEY NURSERIES,

Phone 124. V Box 224. St John’s, 
y . Tessier Brothers.
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