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I \ddress Of The Right Rev. The

Lord Bishop of New-:
foundland.

Delivered At The Opening of The
Twenty-Fourth Biennial Session
of The Diocesan Synod, Wed-
nesday, Sept. 15th, 1920.

My bdrefnren of the Clergy and!
Laity:—
when the 28rd Session of Our Dio-
an Synod met in the month of July,
,1918, the closing scenes of the Great
war were being witnessed. Amidst
hope and fear, but with unshakeable
determination to achieve an honour-
able peace, our Empire was throwing
pto the conflict all its available re-
sources. No one claimed that mistakes
nad not been made. Experience had
peen purchased at tremendous cost.
The task had been found out of all
proportion to the capacities of pre-
war Boards of Army and Navy Ad-
ministration. The impact of a colossal
onslaught had shaken the very found-
ations of traditional methods, and the
national readjustments necessary had
been accompanied by dangers and
risks which to many seemed to be in-
lisaster. Meanwhile other forces

, hose of the allied arms had been
working for the overthrow of the

p Empires of Europe. With
suddenness the German mili-
hine collapsed. Just at the

when preparations were being
red for a decisive blow, which
was obviously incapable of

111y resisting, the allies agreed
stice as a preliminary to the

N nt of terms of peace. If we

on our part could claim no conspicu-
ous military victery our foes at any
rate had failed in their wicked designs
,against mankind. Freedom had once
more triumphed, and free men were
glad to lay down their arms, and, if it
otght be, betake themselves to the
more congenial tasks of peace.

The most casual survey of the re-
cord of the past two years would serve
however to bring home to every one
of us the conviction that the end of
the war has not meant either nation-
al or international concord; and at
this juncture the wisest of men would
hesitate before making a dogmatic
pronouncement upon the question as
) what measures are best calculated
to ensure a .real settlement- of the

any and complex causes of the pre-

unrest. It has been truly said

t “Humanity has suffered long
and for all its expenditure ofa‘
lood and treasure, has been ‘nothing

¢

es

tha
vears

ed. but is rather grown worse,.
s now feeling dimly for the hem |
: garment by Whose power alone |
v be made whole.”
uman expedients have failed. De-
e armaments on the principle of
pacem, para belum, alliances to
the balance of power, ' the ‘ef-
of noble minded diplomatists
h the concert of Europe, and the
of ex-
have

aching pronouncements
n international law, all
yuted their quota, but the world’s
1 is not healed and now the Lea-
f Nations—the latest and great- |
f all human expedients—is pain-l
struggling into life—what is th@]
of all this? The moral is that
cial order for which humanity
hungers 18 beyond the reach of mere-
I¥ human expedients, Nothing will
estahlish peace on the earth but a new
on from God in respongse to re-
pentance and prayer.”
THE LAMBETH CONFERENCE.
aps some of you will recognize
| have been quoting from the Re-
of the “"Committee of the T.am-
eth Conference appointed to considér
and report upon the subject of Chris-
and International lelations,
the League of Nations;”
nee it might be considered ad-
that I should, without further
delay, pass on to review briefly (and
I would add that it must of necessity
be very inadequately) some few of the
many great questions upon which the
Conference was asked to deliberate.
first of all I would lay especial
«stress upon one statement found in
the Encyclical Letter which prefaces
the Reports and Resolutions emanat-
ting from that Body. “For half a cen-
tary,” the Encyclical reads, “the Lam-
beth Conference has more and more
served to focus the -experience and
counsels of our Communion. But it
does not claim ta exercise any powers
*of control or command.” “It stands for
the far more spiritual and more Chris-
4tian principle of loyalty to the fellow-
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ship. The Churches represened in it

are indeed independent, dut Independ-
ent with the Christain freedom which
recognizes the restraints of truth and
love. They are not free to demy the
truth. They are not free to ignore the
fellowship. And the objects of our con-
ferences are to attain an ever deeper
apprehension of the truth, and to
guard the fellowship with ever in-
creasing appreciation of its value.”

These words should be borne in
mind by all who read or speak of
what the Lambeth Conference has
said.

The recent gathering at Lambeth
though larger than any of the five that
preceded it, claimed no greater power
than former Conferences: it passed
no Canon, and made no laws, it as-
sumed no coercive jurisdiction over
any province or mational or regional
Church. As Archbishop Longley said
when defining the position of the first
Conference “It has never been con-
templated that we should assume the
functions of a general Synod of all the
Churches in full Communion with the
Church of England, and take upon
ourselves to enact Canons that should
be binding upon those here represent-
ed. We merely propose to discuss mat-
ters of practical interest and pro-
nounce what we deem expedient in re-
solutions which may serve as safe
guides in future actions.” It is nec-
essary to bear in mind the real status
of the Conference—what it is not as
well as what it is—and then study the
documents resulting from its deliber-
ations.

Not one of the 252 Bishops who
were in attendance was there by other
than morfl compulsion. All were there
because they had accepted an invita-
tion, not because they had received a
command which they were not free to
set aside.

And what shall 1 say in regard to
those five momentous weeks? To have
had the privilege of sharing in ever
so small a degree in the deliberations,
to have lived in the glectric spiritual
atmosphere which pervaded every ses-
sion, is a never-to-day-forgotten ex-
perience. We felt that we were meet-

‘ing “at an hour which must forever

stand by itself in human history: an

| hour of strain and unrest; an hour of
i proud bereavement and of deliberate

gathered too, not only at the
opening service but daily for thanks-

for resolve; gathered in full assurance
of faith.”

A glance at the Agenda paper will
be sufficient to prove that the deliber-
ations ranged far outside any mere
ecclesiastical grooves. It can be claim-
ed with truth that the subjects dealt
with “touched human needs on every
side”—international and inter-racial
relations in East and West; industrial
perplexities; psychical experiences
and developments; marital and moral

| problems, domestic and civie; woman's

place in couneil and in work.

The Conference was upheld hy
oountless prayers, Doubtless there
were some, as the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury remind-
ed us in his opening ad-
dress, “who would tell us in courte-
ous, not scornful challenge, that it was
all an anachronism, Doubtless there
were some saying “Your credal phras-
es, your holy rites, are out of date,
They have had their day. They have

their picturesque beauty still, but they |
!to live its own life apart frem the

are outworn, The forcefulness they
bore for men of old, is theirs no longer.
Knowledge waxes: the old Faith
wanes, Its coast line crumbles and is
eroded by every incoming wave of
scientific discovery and conquest. If
your Creed is to survive at all, it must
be recast with no timorous or cauti-
ous hand, but to its very foundations.”

There is abundant reason to con-
clude that this contention is not true.
Let me quote again, “Rather are men
learning to look with fresh reverence
upon every beam of light, be it old er
new, which has irradiated, even dimly,
the mysteries whereof thoughtful folk
are becoming daily mone aware. Half
te their surprise, the philosopher and
the reformer are beyond doubt awak-
ing or reverting to the discovery that
ihe ol Christian Faith gives the clue
to life’s deepest mysteries, that the
old-world Christian basis gives the,
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soundest and most rational stand for
ethical or social betterment. Apd so,
if any ask what We bishops were met
for, after so much travel and with so
much circumstance, We assert our firm
belief that the message God has in-
trustefl to us is needed more perhaps
than ever before, in a world which is
waiting half consciously for its fuller
and mere thoughtful utterance.”

It was in the spirit of these words
and with a full sense of its great re-
sponsibilities that the = Conference
turned to consider the various ques-/
tion submitted to it.

During the first week each subject
in turn was dealt with by previously
selected speakers, known experts in
the matter in hand. At the ‘elose of
the discussion of each subject a Com-
mittee was appointed to consider it
and report.

Then for two weeks the Committees
met, and having fully considered the
subjects entrusted to them, drew up
reports accompanied in each case by
resolutions.

Then for two weeks more the ‘whole
Conference considered the reports in
turn, and received thenf, and after the
most careful deliberation agreed to the
resolutions in the form in which they
now stand

It was felt that by far the most im-
portant of the reports was that deal-
ing with question of reunion
amongst Christians; and that the
Synod may the better understand the
entirely new method of appreach by
which the Conference entered upon
the consideration of this question, I
now propose to read the “Appeal to
All Christian People” which the Com-
ference has adopted and sent forth.

the

AN APPEAL TO ALL CHRISTIAN

PEOPLE.

From the Bishops Assembled in the
Lambeth Conference of 1920.

We, Archbishops, Bishops Metro-
politan, and other Bishops of the Holy
Catholic Church in full communion
with the Church of England, in cen-
ference assembled, realizing the re-
sponsibility which rests upon us at
this time, and sensible of the sym-
pathy and the prayers of many, both
within and without our own commun-
jon, make this appeal to all Christian
people.

We acknowledge all those who be-
lieve in our Lord Jesus Christ, and
have been baptised into the name of
the Holy Trinity, as sharing with us
membership in the universal Church
of Christ which is His Body. We be-
lieve that the Holy Spirit has ealled
us in a very solemn and special man-
ner to associate ourselves in penitence
and prayer with all those who deplore
the division of -Christian people, and
are inspired by the vision and hope
of a visible unity of the whole Church.

1. We believe that God wills fellow-
ship. By God’s own act this fellowship
was made in and through Jesus Christ,
and its life is in His Spirit. We be-
lieve that it is God's purpose to mani-
fest this fellowship so far as this
world is concerned, in an outward,
visible, and united society, holding one
faith, having its own recognized of-
ficers, using God-given means of grace,
and inspiring all its members to the
world-wide service of the Kingdom of
God. This is what we mean by the
Catholic Church.

1I. This united fellowship is not visi-
ble in the world to-day. On the one
hand there are other ancient episcopal
communions in East and West, to
whom ours is bound by many ties of
common faith and tradition. On the
other hand there are the great non-
eplscopal communions, standing for'
rich elements of truth, liberty and life
which might etherwise have been ob-
soured or neglected, With them we are
closely linked by many affinities, raci-
al, historical and spiritual. We cher-
ish the earnest hope that all these
communiona, and our own, may be led
by the Spirit into the unity of ‘the
Faith and of the knowledge of the Son
of God, But in act we are all organiz-
ed in differeni groups, each one keep-
ing to itself gifts that rightly belong
to the whole fellowship, and tending-

rest.

I11. The causes of division lie deep
in the past and are by no means sim- |
ple or wholly blamewarthy. Yet none'’
can doubt that self-will, ambition,
and lack of charity among Christians
have been principal factors in the
mingled process, and that these, to-
gether with blindness to the sin .of’
disunion, are still mainly responsgible
for the breaches of Christendom. We
acknowledge this condition of broken
fellowship to be contrary to God’s
will and we desire frankly to confess
our share in the guilt of thus crip-
pling the Body of Christ énd hinder-
ing the activity .of His Spirit.

1V. The times call us to a new out-/|
look and new measures. The Faith
cannot he adequately .apprehended|
and the battle of the Kingdom cannot|
be worthily fought while the body is;
divided, and is thus unable to grow’
up into the fulness of the life -of]
‘Christ. The time has come, we be-|
lieve, for all the separated groups of)
Christians to agree in forgetting fhe;

| things whieh are behind and reaching;

out towards the goal of a meunited

| Catholic Church. The removal of the

barriers which hawve arisen between'
them will only be brought about by a:
new comradeship of those whese

i faces are definitely set this way. i

The vision that arises before us: is;
that of a Church, gehuinely Cnt‘h'olic,i

{toyal to afl Truth, and gathering into

its fellowship all “who profess and
call themselves Christians,” within
whose visible unity all the tmeasures’
of faith and order, bequeathed as a;
heritage by the past 'te the pmesent,’
shall be possessed in comman, and:

made serviceable to the whole Bedy

of Chriast. Within this unity Chﬂs-i Ep

tian communions now separated from
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many friends:

one another would retain much that
has long been distinctive im their me-
thods of worship and service, It is
through a rich diversity of life and
devetion that the unity of the whole
fellowship will be fulfilled.

V. This rieans an adventure of
goodwill and still more of faith, for
nothing less is required than a new
discovery of the creative resources of
God. To this adventure we are con-
vinced that God is mow calling all
the members of Hig Church.

Vi. We Lelieve that the wisible
unity of the Church wil. be found to
invdlve the whole-hearted acceptance
of :—

The Holy Scriptures, as the re-
cord of God’s revelation of Him-
self to man, and as being the rule
and witimate stamdard -ef faith: |
and the Creed commonly called Ni-"
cene, as the sufficient statement of
the Christian faith, and either it or
the Apostles’ Creed as the Baptis-
m=l ‘confession of ‘belief;

The divinely instituted ®Sacra-'
ments of Baptism and the Haly
Communion, as expressing for all
the corporste life of the whole fel-
Jowship in mand with Christ;

A ministry acknowledged by ev-
ery part of the Church as possess-
ing not only the inward call .of the
Spirit, but also the commission of
Christ and the authority . of the
whele beody.

VII. May we not reasamably claim !
that the Episcopate is the one vmeana"
of providing such a mministry? It is
not that we call in gmestion for a2 mo-
Jnent the spiritual veality of the min-
istries of those :commmunions which
flo not possess the Hpiscopate. On
the contrary, we thamkfully acknow-
Jdedge that these ministries have been
manifestly blessed and owned by the.
Holy 8pirit as effective means of
grace. But we submit’ that congid-!
erations alike of history and .of pres-
ent experiemee justify the olaim
which we ;imake .on behalf of the:
L We.. would.

Episcopate. Moreowver,
urge that it is now and will prove to |

i ness of mind, offer to the ome Lord

; one another’s

'4ypm these authorities a form of com-
. mission or recegnition which would

|er to know how far this suggestion|

be in future the hest instrument for
maintaining the unity and eontinuity
of the Church, But we greatly de-
gire that the office of a Bishop should
be everywhere exercised in a repre-
sentative and constitutional manner,
and more truly express all that
ought to be involved for the life of
the Christian Family in the title of
Fédther-in-God. Nay, more, we eager-
ly look forward to the day when
through its acceptance in a united
Church we may all share in that
grace which is pledged to the mem-
bers of the whole body in the apes-

! tolic rite of the laying on of hands, |

and in the joy and fellowship of a;
Eucharist in which as one family we |
may together, without any doubtful-

our worship and service.

VIII. We believe that for all, the
truly equitable approach to umion is
by the way of mutual deference to
consciences. To this
end, we who send forth this . appeal
would say that, if the authorities of
other commumions should so desire,
we are pcrsuaded that, terms of unien
‘having been otherwise satisfactorily!
adjusted, bishops and clergy of our
communion would willingly accept

commend opur ministry to their con-
gregations, as baving its place in the,
one family life. It is mot in our pow-

may be acceptable to those to whom!
we offer it. We can only say that we]

offer it in all sincerity as a token -of!|]

our tenging that all ministries of!
grace, theirs and our~, shall be avail-
able for the jservice of our Leord in al
united Church. i

It is our hope that the same motive
would Jdeafl ministers who have mot
received it to accept a commission®
through gpiscopal ordination, as .ob-
taining for them a ministry through-
out the whole fellowship.

In so acting, no one of us could
possibly be taken to repudiate his
past ministry.  .Ged- forbid that -any4

|
ence rich in

! which the world is manifestly walt-{

spiritual bhlessings for
himself and others, ' Nor would anpy
of us be dishonouring the Holy Spirit
of God, Whose call led us all to our
several ministeries, and Whose pow-
er enabled us to perform them, We
shall be publicly and formally seek-
ing additional recognition of a new
call to wider service in a reunited
Church, and imploring for ourselves
God’s grace and strength to fulfil the
same. {

IX. The spiritual leadership of the |
Catholic Church in days to eome, for

the effort to meet the demands of a
pew age with a pew eutlook, To all
other Christian people whom our
wopds may reach we make the same
appeal. We do not ask that any one
commupion should consent to be abh-
sorbed in apnother., We do ask that
all should unite in a new apd great
endeaveur to recover and to manifest
to the world the upity of the Body of
Christ for which He prayed.

(To be continued.)
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