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CHAPTER L

(Continued.)

“At least I think she was pretty
and Bijou thinks she was, and Waters
and our nurse Jane too. But mamm)
says she wasn't, not a bit, and thal
her hair wasn't real gold, but dyed
vou know. She said you could see the
green shade at the roots quite plainly
and that her fringe was very bad
style for a young person of her posi-
tion. You must not cut a fringe, Miss
Bernard, if you wish to remain our
governess.”

“Birdie,” I remarked, reprovingl:
/“You must not speak to me like tha:
my child.”

“Why not, Miss Bernard?’—open-
ing her eyes in surprise. .“It's quite
true; ask Jane. And you mustni
make me practice too long, or try t
teach Bijou sums when he tells yo:
he’s got the toothache—and—and yov
must'nt flirt with the gentleman thut
comes to flirt with mammy, like Miss
Grahame did, because——"

“Hold your tongue, child!™ I inter-
rupted, shocked and greatly disturb-
ed. “How dare you speak like that.
speak of things you cannot possibl:
understand or—or know anithin
about?”

her long eyelashes, Walter says; and
[ have lovely long eyelashes, too,
haven't I, Miss Bernard? And Jane
says I'll be just as pretty as mammy
when I grow up, and have just as
many beautiful dresses—so 1 will
And flirting is whispering something
so low that the other person can't
hear, then not telling them, though
they want to know ever so much.
though they coax and coax and coax,
and take your hands and beg of you
to tell them, like Captain Molyneux
did that day to Miss Grahame, when
she met him in the shrubbery

Fiere I had the presence of mind te

uff'c 'my ears with my hands, so the

:t of the shocking definition was
O£t cn me.

“Hush—hush, Birdie! I tell you I
will not allow you to speak like that!
You niust not repeat servants' gossip
to me, miss—it's wicked, unladylike
improper! If any little girl—or an)
big girl either—spoke of such thing:
t the school where 1 was—spoke o

i evelashes and their dresses, ani
stupid vanities like that— noboc
vould be allowed to play with ‘her ¢
20 near her. MNother Josephine would
not keep a girl like that a day in he
house. She would be sent home in
lisgrace: she would——"

Here [ stopped in confusion,
the door had softly opened and sSh
Richard, dressed for dinner, was
standing upon the threshold.

“A moral lesson!” he said, turnin:

o

to me with a grave sweet smile. “Deo
[ arrive to interrupt your first re-
proof, Miss Bernard?”

I blushed to the roots of my hair
and tried to stammer a reply, bu:

“But I must know everything : hout
them,” retorted Birdie, hotly.
know everything about flirting, Miss
Bernard, and I have flirted with Arch-
ie Clover, only he was so rough ans
impatient, he wouldn’t do it proper o1
let me teach him——"

“And T know what flirtin® is too
chimed in Bijou utly, raising hi¢
little cherubic face smeared with jam
“Flirtin’ is tryin’ to hurt one anothe
like William an’' Jane dces when thex
meet on the stairs, pinching an’ shov-
ing an’ throwing water on each other:
and I think flirting is great” fun-
sometimes, [ do.”

“That's not flirting at all, wvou
silly!” interposed Birdie, contempt-
uously. “Flirting is looking up like
this, with a little laugh, then looking
down suddenly as if something hac
hurt you, like mammy dces—to shov

\
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Birdie interrupted me by saying, with
an aggrieved air

*“Miss Bernard is so cross with me
nappy, because I told her 1 knol
what flirting is—and I do know wha:
it is, pappy. quite well. And she said
‘f I were to tell the girls at the school
vhere she was that I had lovely eye-
‘ashes like my mammy, and would

ave lots of dresses and admirers like
he has when I grow up to be a big
xirl, that mother something or other
would turn me out of her house ir
lisgrace, and wouldn’t let the other
children play with me.”

While the child spoke I noticed
‘hat the father’s lean brown hand.
stroking her silky hair, trembled a

ittle, and when, after a few minutes.
1e followed me ,to the window, his
eves did not meet mine as he said
hurriedly:

“You see, Miss Bernard, young as
vour charges are, you have rather an
arduous task before you. My little
girl is very precocious, and has been
left now for some months entirely in
the charge of the servants; then, be-
fore that, as 1 dare say Lady Nesbitt
will tell you we were most unfortun-
ate in our choice of a governess. My
poor wife, trusting to an apparently
unexceptional testimonial, left the
children, while we were traveling in
Switzerland last autumnp, in charge of
a most injudicious—indeed, I may say
most untrustworthy young person,
the effect of whose example and influ-
ence you have already had the oppor-
tunity of judging.”

The sounding of the gong for
dinner put a stop to a polite assur-
ance of his confidence in my moral
worth, testified to so warmly and
affectionately by the excellent com-
munity I had lived with from my
childhooed ; whereupon I dropped
one of my old-fashioned convent
courtesies, hoped my ccnduct in his
household would not disappoint
him, or the beloved teachers to

I should scon succeed in gaining

whom I owed everything, and that

the affection and confidence of *1%s
children. : ;
Moving toward the door, Birdie
laid her cheek against his hand and
pleaded in a hissing whisper, which
although not meant fo reach e.
sounded only too clearly in my
ears :

‘Send her away, pappy, dear,
and get us a nice pretty governess,
like Miss Grahame. I don't like
her ; she’s so crossy and ugly !"

I had a good cry that night be-
fore I went to bed, I freely confess,
although I think it was merely ow-
ing to the change, excitement, and
fatigue of my first long day in the
world, and had very little to do
with Miss Birdie’s free comments,
or with the pained, startled look
upon her father’s face as he turned
toward me, and which but too plan-
ly confirmed her unflattering opin-
ion of my poor face.

The next morning after a couple
of trying hours in the schoolroom,
during which Bijou complained
sorely of toothache, and Birdie
taunted me incessantly with the

i superior method and various excel-

lences of my predecessor, we were
summoned to spend the afternoon
in her ladyship’s boudoir, as the
weather prevented her from driving
out as usual. This gave me a good
opportunity of examining the most
beautiful face I think I ever have
geen, and the occupation byought
with it an amount of pleasufe that
I must say shook my faith' in the
conventual estimate of the value of
mere physical comeliness, and made
me turn distastefully away from the
reflection of my own face which
met me ip‘@very~corner of the room.

Lady Nesbitt wm\:\ fair beauty,
with large, blue ey¢s and silky
golden curls, cut shert like her
children’s, which gave her a par-
ticularly youthful appearance. She
was very small and slight, but ex-
quisitely proportioned, and in
everything about her—her voice,
her movements, her gestures, hcr
conversation — there was such a
captivating harmony and fascina-
tion that, during the first few days
after my arrival at the Court, ]
could not look at or listen to n
one else when che was present.

Everything she did seemed the
right thing ; every remark she made
however - commonplace and ever
silly it might have sounded fron
other lips, was clever and to thi
point from hers ; her music, whicl
after a time I had to acknowledg
was of a very shallow, mechanical
kind, I thought at first the n.ost
exquisite harmony I had ever heard:
when she played and sung to th
guitar—an instrument she was mucl
fonder of than the piano—visions « {
St. Cecilia and  Lorelel transporied
my septimental imagination. And
though by nature, as well as educ: -
tion, I was troubled with an ultra-
prudish, narrow, hard judged mind
apt to be scandalized by the mo:t
trifling indiscretions, yet somehow
I never found it in my heart to
condemn the perpetual but charm-
ing levity of her life, or bring my-
self to acknowledge that the cloud-
lesy, pleasure-absorbed, love shelt.r-
ed path this beautiful young woman
so carelessly trod could indeed |e
the broad road to destruction that |
had been warned against from m
cradle.

Every one loved her, for she
was 80 bright and sweet-tempered.
We got on capitally together fron
the first, Reversing her daughter's
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opinion, she very kindly expressed

approval of my manner and appear-

ance, and had not the slightest al-

teration or amendment to suggest

when I presented her with a rule of

life and study drawn up for the be-

nefit of my little pupils, based. al-

though in a highly moditied degree,

upunv the scholastic course at St.

Philomene’s. For a couple of days
I adhered to it with some success:
but, alas, after that I found that
methodical routine could never be
maintained at the Court; for its
young mistress, who frankly adm.it-
ted that she hated system and same-
ness, and vould have had their din-
ner at a different hour every day if
only Sir Richard’s digestion would
have borne the strain, was continu-
ally interfering with my poor rules
and regulations—calling away the
children at critical moments, and
keeping them up so very late at
night that they used to go to sleep
over their morning ta-ks.

When, for instance, after infinite
trouble I bad got little, frivolous
Birdie in a suitable frame of miud
for her Scripture lesson or pious
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lecture, a message would suddenly
summon her to try on a new dress
or cloak; and [ remember that on
the first morning when, after a
week’s hopeless labor, I was sue-
ceeding in awakcning in Bijou a
glimmering interest in the multipli-
cation table, I was called post-haste
to her ladyship’s dressing-room to
give my opinion about a consig: -
ment of spring hats and bonnets
that bad just arrived from London.

I foung her attended by her hu: -
band, Waters—her maid—and the
garrulous Jane. She was seated be-
fore a mirror and almost shedding
tears, for not one of the head-dresses,
although they had all leen made
according to order, was entirely to
her satisfaction, and she actually
had not a thing to put upon her
head for the races the day after the
INOITOW.

¢ Look, Miss Bernard,” she cried,
piteously—* [.ook at the bonnet Sir
"Richard calls becoming! Becoming,
why my head is simply swallowed
up in it! - Youwoull not imagine I
hd a serap of hair—would you? I
should be the laughing-stock of the
whole course if L appeared in a thing
of the kind. Dick, I wonderat ycu
—Tdo. Idon'tbelieve you care a
but button now, whether I look a
a {right or not.’

¢ My dearest Jessie,” pleaded Sir
Richard, smoothing back her ruffled
hair as though he were soothing a
fractious child, *how can you- talk
such nonsense? You know perfectly
well that [ ’ _ Then, asif sud-
denly remembering our presence,
his voice faltered, and I hastily

went to the rescue.
To be continned
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Pretty, Elsie M.
Lime Street|Penny, Miss T., card
Quinton, Miss E.,
Quinton, Miss

R

Ryan, Mrs. Chas.,

" |Ryan, Miss L., Water St.

Miss ,Clarence, - |Ryan, Michael, 67 St.
Prospect Street/Reardon, Robert

Reid, Wm. J., Carew St.
'‘Reid, Miss E.,
Pleasant Street
Tank Lane|Richerdson, Miss Elsle,
late New Waterford, G.B.
Pleasant Street/Raines, A. L., retd. . -
IRichards, Miss Ethel M.,
LeMerchant Road Plezsant Street
Ridout, Miss M., card

, George's St. Ridout, Miss M.,
Norman, Pleasant Street
care G. P. O.{Rice Albert H.

R. Roberts, Albert,

J. Springdale Hotel
riah Rogers, Miss A., care G.P.O.
Rose, Miss L., card,
(Cochrane Strect

Rogers, J. R.
Rolls, Miss Margaret,
Church Hill
Rogers, Miss Bride,

+ lead Head Hr care Gen'l P. Office
John R., card, oo0st, Wm., retd.

Brine Stree‘|Ross, Miss, slip

iss K., Vey's Lane Robertson, Jas., retd.
, Ntid. Art Co. Roberts, Elias J.

Miss Nellie

Water Street
liss Z.,

S
Sparks, Nathaniel, Scott St.
George's Street|Sawyer, Frank O.,
Alexander Street
Sawers, Frank

Shannahan, Miss,

Joseph
v Duckworth St.

liss A., late Dildo |Slade, Mrs.,
liss Ella, care Mrs. French,
Patrick Street ‘Walsh’s Lane
Snelgrove, Arthur.
Allan’'s Square care Gen'l Delivery
Mrs.” card, Sheppard, Master.
Long's Hill West E. Fire Hull
Miss B., Pope’s St.'Stevens, Mrs. Jos.
Spence, A.,
care Gen’l P. Office
Sellars, Allan A, -card
Cabot Street,Sheehan, Miss Bride, retd.
Mrs. Patrick, {Slessor, Mrs. Katie, retd.
Pleasant Street Smeeton, Miss,
Miss Katie, Columbia College
Queen’s Road Sweeney, M.
Miss Bertha, Snelgrove, Thomas,
Newtown Road Goodview Street
Miss Ida, Sellars, E., Field St.
care Miss Furlong Sheppard, Wm,, 7
Julia, Gilbert St. King’s Whart
Joseph, .Simpson, Miss A.,
Mundy Pond Riverview Road
Elizabeth, retd. iSmith, Willie, Gower St.
Spurrell, Miss G.
Street Simpson, W. R.
Simmonds, Mrs. Levi, card,
Pleasant Street
Sinyard, Miss Florence, card
Newtown Road
Smith, C. C., Hotel Royal
Smith, Charles,
Riverside Farm
Simmonds, George,
Hamilton Avenue
{Qixon, Frank, card
, Minnie, Shortall, Edward F.
Carter’s Hill|Snaw, Rennett
d. Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Snow, Isaac, Allandale Rd.
Strowbridege, M., card
ry, Seott, C. F., ‘Wa'ter St.
F ' ivery/Snook, Miss JTonie.
care Gen'l Deliver) S A ehnst Roail
an’ livery|Stoyles, Jordon
d_caffilgf,"éag " |Stocklaid, Miss Jane
Wm. Snow, Abraham,
: Long P. Road
Sullivan, Miss Bride, card,
Military Road
Sutton, Richard.
care Gen'l Delivery
e Stewart, Irene,
(Central Street priviagd N R AR
Spurdle, Mrs. Thos., card,
Springdale St.
Sullivan. R.. ecard
Sutton, Miss Sue M.,
ecare Gen'l Delivery
Squires. Jimmy, Cabman
Qkinnper, J. W.
Sinvard, Miss Florence,
Newtown Road
Smyth, H. V.
Sanires, Elizabeth, Scott St.
T

('abot Street

Elizabeth,
Queen's Road
Mrs. J. M., card,
Gower Street

, Esther,
Cuddihy St.

Jardine

A o
late Calgary

rs., Colonial St.
thy, Mrs. Levi
Miss Grace, card

Waterford B. Road

liss Annie, retd.
&R

Freshwater Road
P S

care Gen’l Post Office/Tavlor, Samuel,
Oakley, R.,

New Gower Street care Gen’l Post Office
0O’Neill, John

care Union Housei)'Regan, Annie,

care Reid Nfld. Co.
Tarrington, Mrs.
Tippett, Wm.. Deady Lane
Thorne, Miss Fennie,

S P i 0 Military Road
:Ne“ foyar BEw Thompson. Wm., cards
Thomas, Mrs.,
¢! care Dr. Thomas
|Trowbridge. Miss M., card
|Tulk, Beatrice.
f I.eMerchant Road
iTurner, Capt. Robt.

{Tuffin, Douglas

Turner, Ted, card

Tucker, Miss I.. \.

{Turnin, Mr.

;| TUCker, D, \

Wesl/ late Jumper Brook

<liseg Triffie,
Duckwerta Stres

. Janes

Mrs. M., retd.

Miss Minnie,
tiamilton St
Julia, vetld

Wator St
Cecilia, F oy
5 e Wasiens ML Vistel, WL 1
J. C. ,'Walsh. Mrs. David

|Walsh, Miss G.
LeMerchant Rd'“'ay. Mins: Suste.

|
Pleesant Street

:In.nm;r“\%_!!er Sk I\\'alsh, Alice, card,

SOV, N New Gower Street

iWatts, Miss . cord,
George's Street

{Wallace. Mrs. C. 1., card

{Wall. NMrs. Danfel

I‘Walsh, Miss .\;aggie. c?{rd.

X | Osborne ouse

care Gen'l P. Oﬁice'“vpmwr X

Miss Florence >
rs.., Newtown g;’llslsh"\;‘l:‘lg“(‘are G. P. O.
care Novelty Art Co.
o i Wheeler, Flsfe. (lifford St.
George's Streetyai. g Sand Pitts
Writahia S ins White, L. J., card,
H 3 v LeMerchant Rd.
R3] Willon, Miss Elsie,
: Ph i cava T Gillard
iss PlOOD a, S Williams, Mrs. Stephen
o, | Thesnt Bireet white, Matthew A..
e Thos. Wall, e o Tremont Hotel
Water Street : n \
7 care Parker & Monroe
T i White, Mrs. P.,
Lizzie, retd. LeMerchant Rd.
Williams, Mrs. Stepben.
Blackmarsh Rd.

Water St. West
E. J., Cabot St.

Colonial Street,

White, Nellie.
New Gower St.
r. M, : ... |Wright, Fdward W.

Barter’s Hilljwingor, Arthur
/ Winsor. Jenet, retd.
George’s Streetyyilliam, Charles,
Allandale Road

Whitten, John

Whitton, W. 1.

Williams. F. B.

Wills, Miss L.

Knight Street/Wiseman, Lizzie.

i Rossitor's Lane

iYouden, Mrs. Wlen,

New Gower Strest! Black M. Road

Of Snowy

Loom Er
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not read al

36 inches wid
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i8 inches wide, worth
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