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)0 to- Secure Team- féf
Christmas—Best Players in
West Will Compete

e & B e
Although- it. was- originally planned
‘to havg the “Hhﬁipeg'hgsketball team
play here on -Christmas night, thig
was’ found' impossible, ‘and arrange-
ments Have héen”miadé whereby they
will” play “thé-‘Brandon All-Stars in
the Y. M. C. ‘A. on New Year's night.
This should prove a stellar attraction
g P - Ifor thefirst night of'the new year, as
The inconyeifiencd sand Riscomfort |'hoth téams are repreBentative of the
experienced by :citizens who have oc¢- [wery best baskethdll Players in their
casion to g0 to the post office to pur- | cities. - The Winnipegs have an up-
chase stamps, registér g parcel 'or|'broket ‘s’tring of victories so far t S
post a letter is’comparable with the season, and 'have been champions of
conditions that empldyeed of the‘postithe province for the past thfee sea-
office "have to"piit up with. Without | 'sons, so that they ought to be able to
actually viewing the scene behind the _put up a pretty fair exhibition. All of
counter, the general public can have 'the local “~'All-Stars have figured on
no conception- of the “dffficulties with champiohship teams at one time or
which the lo¢al pest officials Have’ to other, and as they have .been prac-

Contend. T ' ticng ‘hard of late they will no doubt
A brief glance at the interior Saturday

give an excellent account of them-
selves.
McGuinness,

ack “of ‘Spacé for Méi to Woik |
in Mdkes ‘Chtistnras a- Tryifig
. GREAT::OONGESTION ,
Public Grumbles and Goes on Ité
Way- But the Clerks Must
. Remain

morning revealed unspeakable condi-
tions. In one case, fourteen men were Dasvidson
sorting letﬁ:ers in a dark, suffocating Hughes and Crawford will compose,
corner that was miore réminisesit of
the Black Hole:of Caldutta thin aught th,e quintefte who hope tc? lower the
else. An’ordinary eniployer would Vn'ot'-W‘innipegs colors, and with this for-
dare ask men or women to work in the midable team, Brandon should be
restricted space which the men in;s‘a’rved with the best basketball exhi-
question-were Working this’ morning. | bitton ‘it has seen in years: It is more
While‘ the general public who visit than likely that the local five will play
the post office may grimble and go, an exhibition game against the Col- y
the ‘employees nmist ‘§tay with it, 1ege on Christmas morning at 10:15.
grumble as they will. -The visitor to" Seats for the big match will be on
the post office who was.given the priv- sale Monday and everyone desirous of
ilege' of a ‘briefglance behind
counter, saw great piles of parcels, reserve their-seats early.

mail bags; parcels of Iepters, ete, etc.,!

St oo soencr " PATIENTS AT HOSPITAL

v, hers s avpuony 0 ona FORANSANE. ENJOYING

matter ot ot 2t oo crenes, 24| CHRISTMAS FESTIVITIES
Concert and*Dance Friday Night--

not look as if any of the employees
were in the building, r .

Christmas Gifts for Al—Ex-
cellent Bill of Fare

But behind the piles of mail and
huddled in dornérs were from twenty :

A foretaste of the good. things i1
store this' Christmastide: for inmates

Robinson,

to twenty-five men working at great

" speed trying to cope with the great

Christmas‘ 1, . ; k .. of the hospital for the insane was
To make ‘¢onfusion worse ‘confound- provided on Friday night. Over five

ed, at the-moment-when there did not hundréd patlents * attended the as.

seem sufficient space to squeeze an-- ) X

other postcard .into the crowded room, sembly hall for their Christmas con-

a great dray Ioad of mail matter wag <°rt and were glven' all er go'od
‘brought“dp“to’ the~ door.  “H’is the things that provide luncheon in.ordin-

West mail, six hours late,’” someony 2T¥ Society dances.
. explained. 4R A feature that would 'strike any or-
It -must not ‘be supposed that the dimary visitor was that the heautiful
elerks; sorters, ‘éf¢., ‘were purturbed music which provided the main source
ﬂy, ‘the conditions. They were working of harmony for the occasion was play-
‘u ed by one of 'the patients. . The mar-|
vellous manipulati

& rities left nothing undone
to ‘assist the ‘patients to have all the
efijoyment out of the evening which
was possible under the natural limit- |
ations of the patients.

"The male attendants dance with fe-
male patients, female attendants,
nurses, etc., danced with the male pa-
tients, while by “tacit consent, male
and female officers Tefrained °from
dancing with each other.

“Thus,'as far as it was possible, the

"It "'was “impossible Bt within a, -
yard of“one of the Rets gwing to
the big pile of parcels wiich awaited
I6cal ‘delivery,;’ while’ the . restricted
space’ allowed ‘the inonéy order and
registered pdrcels ‘department, left no
room for forg “than two' men t6 work
at'a time, ‘whatéver 'rush’there swas
on’ The festricted working' spade for
the eHiployees ‘o the  post: office and
thé Wostul MAGEGE acobmmioastion for
the pul_)li‘q,» Lot inf:_t? Ath.e‘;-pr‘es'g'!ng ’need patients were made to forget their af-
B s voaes MR RMMSONE~* |otioh 10t the time belng.

3 ? ¥ e . The assembly hall was beautifully
COTTON H'ng decorated, and“everyone"present, pa-

AGAIN A tients ‘and attendants, thoroughly en-

joyed themselves.
“There will be a great day for the in-
carcerated’ ones at the asylum on
| Monday mext.” Tbhey are looking for-
R ey | wafd to' their Christmas presents as
BRITAIN TO SUILD, "joytully as-the ordimary child looks.
- STANDARDIZED STEAMERS forward to the coming ‘of Santa Claus.

_ London, Dec. 23.—The Times says it - Eveéry one of them will get their
leards”that the Gvernment is work- presents. The provincial government
ing on EIWOE&&AE""’““H‘Pg 4 large  will see to that; while friends and
number. of big  standardized” cargo tamilies will send gifts. A right royal
Steamers for Governméiitdsel **  (nristmas dinmer will be provided, the
R T women will have candy and men will
have their smokes, and there will be

nothing to indicate to the patients |

that there is, anything amiss ' with
themselves or with the world, this
| coming Christmastide.

5&& e e
-OWED N BRITAIN

Loéndon;” Dec. 23:—The order prohib-

iting'the*importatied of cottdon hosfery
was r'evokgd todey: ~ ;

ALLIES* ANSWERTO" """

' GERMANY' NEARLY READY
Paris, ‘Déc 282 The Allfes’ answer

to Germany’s peace proposals is al-

most fiffished: ™ "

B

NO ‘PEACE UNTIL VICTORY WON

Ottawsa, Dec:- 28—t is abundantly DEATH OF GERMAN PRINCE
clear from what has happenedin the
last few days that'thefe can be mno
peace until the full fruits in this great
struggle in which we are engaging
have been-won,”‘declared” His -Rxcel-
lency the Duke of Devonshire at a

Christmas banguet* to: returned sol-
diers in the * Fleming convalescent
home last evening. “By work of the

men who fight-and those 'in authority

in the Empire,” - he continued, “We

shall be able to demand sych terms of

peace ms, will give us ample security
and full repartaion. It may ‘be-a long

time before we obtain this, but no
matter: how long, we will' ‘carry it
through,” s s

Amsterdam, Dec. 23.—Advices re-
ceived here from Berlin say that
Prince Kneckel von Donnersmarck,
one of the German industrial and
financial leaders and reputed one of
the richest land owners in Germany,
is dead. He was eighty-seven years
old. The prince was succ‘essful in
many branches of trade, including the
armament, - paper-making, coal and
iron industries, and: also in colonial
enterprises.

ARRESTED IN BANK

; JIAN ¢ Montreal, Dec. 23.—Alexander Mec-
IL WELLS , ,

ROUMA':I:: D?LII;NTS DESTROYEDL Millen, of Collingwood, Ont., was ar-
London, Dec. 23 —-A satisfactory rested while trying to cash a draft in
report has been received from the the Quebec bank. The draft I:vas
British military mission ih Roumania H M&de payable to Luke Burke, of Port
of the destruction, ander orders of the Nichol, Ont., who had reported to the
Roumaniaa Gdvernment, of- the oil bank that it had been stolen from him.
welle @aid refineries in and near the The accused pleaded guilty before
principal ‘oil “fields, said- an - offieial Judge Lanctot. He was remanded un-

the Seeing the best game in years should |

&

i

a¥est Gl ¥ Tohoe o 5 i lP !
THE NATIONAL BANK N THE ROUMANIAN-CAPITAL, NOW IN THE HANDS OF THE GERMANS,

King's Gréetings
To__Ganadians

King by the Governor-General to be
communicatetd to soldiers and sailors:

.“I send you, my soldiers and sailors;
the New Year, My gratetful thoughts
are ever with you for victories gained,

at war.

you, remains determined to win.

God bless and protect you,
“(Signed) GEORG!% i, I»

I

and wounded:

ors and soldiers.
ferings, speedy restoration to health, a

years to come.
(Signed) GEORGE R, L.”
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What Has Taken Place, that this President of
To Carry It on to the End.”

en back over their own border. Then will be the time
any authority on the subject of President W ilson’s
what has taken place, that this President of the United

the end.”’
closed his speech with these words: ““T cannot ignore the
made war in conjunection with our Allies, and
consider overtures or proposals of any kind.

views between the resa
from any expression 0

FITTING REBUKE PRESIDENT WILSON
EW ZEALAND

‘This Statesman, Referring to Wilson’s Note, Says: ‘“That I Would Like to See After

the United States be Told Firmly
That We Have Carried on the War Thus Far Without His Assistance and So Intend

London, Dec. 23—W. F. Massey, Premier of New Zealand speaking at Hornchurch
sald ‘‘It is our duty to go on until the power of (fermany is broken and her armies driv-
for peace. I cannot speak with
note, , but T would like to see, after

have carried on the war thus far without his asszistance. and <o intend to carry it on to
Reginald McKenna, former Chancellor of the Exchequer, speaking at Pontypool,

it would not be becoming in me to express-an opinion on the American note. We have
i conjunction with them
Until there has been
psible governments I think it would he most prudent to refrain
inion upon the situation thus created.” ¥ R

PATRIOTIC SONGS
MAKE NO.HTS IN
FIGHTING LINE

Love Ditties—Through Hell
and Back

St. John, N.B., Dec. 26—“When you
meet teh men who are now fighting
on the west frontnow you meet pure
gold,” said Major Rev. C. W. Gordon
(Ralph‘r Connor), who arrived in’ the
city on the liner Metagama, fresh
from the firing line.

“The spirit of the men is wonder-
ful.  Always cheerful, they go into
battle with a song on their lips, You
can’t get them to sing patriotic songs
—they will sing, ‘I Love a Lassie,’
and howl at the top of their voices,
but patriotic songs do not seem to
please them. Sometimes you hear
them sing, ‘O Canada,’ but, it is very
seldom they go even that far, The
men are changed men when they get
to the' western front—changed phy-
sically, merntally,  and spiritually.
Then there 'is that gredt love of
couatry whicih seems  to burst from

States be told firmly that we

uews of the morning, though

only can we
an interchange of

London; Dec. 23. — A Coper

dispatch to Reuters says. tha

ch Will

"x"e;ﬁ'c;i'teﬁwby Berlin_on December

to have broken through ‘the Britis A
blockade after putting to sea fronP¥
Odda, nean Bergen. She was reported
to have arrived at Stavangar, escorted
by a Zeppelin and two submarines. On
December 19tl'1 she was
stranded off Samsce Island.

Men Pooled Assets, Both- Edible
and ‘Monetary, and Enjoyed
Delicacies

reported |

With the British Armies in France,
Dec. 25—Christmas has sent a throb
of good cheer to all the British armies
in the battle lines of France and
wherever a British- soldier ate his
Christmas dinner today, whether in
the front line trenches or in the se-
cluded reserve camps, enthusiastic
toasts were offered to king and em-
pire and to- the coming new year,
which Britons confildently believe will
bring victory to tfie allied cause.

The soldiers from overseas, the

London, Dec. 23.—Count Czerin Von
Ghudenits has succeeded Baron Von
Burian as Austro-Hungarian Foreign
Minister, according to Reuter’s Am-
sterdam dispatch quoting the Vienna
Wiener Zeitung. Count Czerin was
also named president of the joint
eouncil of ministers. He was minister
to Roumania until the time that coun-
try entered the war,

Emperor Charles, the dispatch says,
has conférred on Baron Burian the
brillants of the order of St. Stefan | Canadians, Australians, New Zea-
for his services as foreign minister |landers and South Africans, drank
and has appointed him .common fin- sorznewhat wistfully to the folks at
ance minister in place of Prince Con- | home, but shook away any tendency
rad Von Hohenlohe, who resigned. to homesickness in the study work of
war, for war, grim and determined,
went forward today as relentlessly as
yesterday and as it will tomorrow.

The Christmas carols, which rose
up from all parts of the world, were
not far-reaching enough this year to
muffle the roar of angry guns or shut
out the unceasing song of flying
shells.

It was a Christmas of bounteous
plenty along the British front and the
soldiers in the field were joyously
immune ~from the three course din-
/ , ners prescribed for the British Isles.
. Each individual company of the vast
-army organized had a jubilant Christ-
mas spread, and there was much riv-
alry in the elahorateness of the camp

New York, Dec. 23.—The 11,000 ton
Lamport and. Holt line steamship
Voltaire, with a crew of 140, many of
them believed to be Americans, which
sailed from Liverpool on November
28th, is eleven days overdue at this
port and grave fears wére expressed
last night that the vessel had been
lost. Although the Voltaire carried
a powerful wireless equipment, no
word has been received from her since
she sailed.

SLACKERS SENT CONDOLENCE
\

Kingston, Dec. 26.—A Kingston wo-

them on every occasion.  ‘You won-
der .why they never sing ' patriotic
songs, tut they are carrying out deeds
each duy, -each ‘hourj6f their lives,
that are far abovgitie :

battered French barns with shell holes
barricaded against the wintry . blasts
and the noises of battle .waging not
nglish

or any other language can egin to
describe eonditions, over there, '

pudding, this] ‘particu-
larly indispensible item of the Christ-
mds bill of fare having been looked
after by the London newspapers,
which raised in the neighborhood of
£100,000 for their purchase.

Where conditfons permitted, as
many of the men as possible were
relieved from front line duty for din-
ner, but in the mid-trenches of the
| Somme and in other sectors Christ-
fmas dinner, steaming hot, was car-
{ ried up through the communication
| trenches, sometimes under the pelt-
| ing of shells, to the men held by duty
'at the outposts 6f war.

Shells Carry Messages.

Some of the men serving the big
guns chalked satirieal greetings on
the shells before firing them. “If it’s
ia dud shell and doesn’t explode,” . ex-
plained a gunner, “brother Boche can
read what we think of him. On the
other hand, if it does its duty, he’ll
know without reading.”

This third Christmas of the Brit-
ish armies in France was vastly dif-
ferent from its two predecessors, es-
pecially the first, when only a piti-
ful handful of the original expedi-
tionary force was left to form a thin
khaki line against the gray-clad en-
emy. The field army was then so
small that King George personally
sent a Christmas package to every
one. The multiplication of that army
of tens of thousands into the present
force of so many millions has some-
what altered the situation.

The news of President Wilson's
peace note had percolated through-
out the army by today, but it can-
not be said to have been favorably
received. While it can truthfully be
said that officers and men alike real-

Through Hell. and Back.

“These men whom you see- coming
back to you, broken and maimed”
(Ralph Connor pointed to a long
stream of wounded as they hobbled,
down the. gang plank. of the sh.ip),‘
“have been through hell and back.
These are the men who g0 out into
a bombardment. They come back to
billets broken phpsically, mentally
and spiritually. After three days’
‘Test they are ready to go back and
repeat the perfoxjmance. I used the
word ‘bombardment,’ didn’t I? Well,
I hate to use that term. It is -not
what I mean—a new word should be
coined. You cannot realize what the
word bombardment means to the
soldier on the western front. \

“Sometimes I feel disgruntled when
I read the Canadian papers—I sup-
pose I should not feel so, but I can-
not help it. I read about engagements
at the front, and they are described in
the manner of triumphial processions,
Do not get that idea into your head.
Every foot of ground traversed is won
only after a struggle. One thing the
British nation lost, and by a foolish
censorship, was the true story of the
battle ‘of the Marne, the greatest bat-
tle in the history of the world by long
odds.

An lIrrecoverable Loss.

“Not twenty people in Canada know
the true, story of the battle of the
Marne; no more know the true story
of the first battle of Ypres. By the
censorship, the first grip, the impact
of first telling, has passed forever; it

Ottawa; Dec. 26—The following mes-
Sages were sent from His Majesty the

hearty good wishes for Christmas and |

Also the following cai)le tofth? sfe':

“At this Christmas-tide the queen
and I are thinking, more than ever, of
the sick and wounded among my sail-
From our hearts we
wish them strength to bear their suf-

peaceful Christmas and many happy

Men Sing Cheerful Refrains or

man wso lost a son at the front receiv-
ed a letted of condolence from a friend
who has three eligible sons at home.

menus.
Pooled Assets.

The 1weiabers of the various com-

'izp the hardships of the coming win-

| ter, all appear eager for a new offen-

can never be recovered by any writer.
| \\'hen you realize the wonderful epics

sive in the spring, and say they ¢an |that have been written and woven

make .that offensive decisive.

about comparatively small incidents,

The woman who suffered the loss re-
plied to the letter stating that she panies pooled their assets, both edi-
would not accept the condolence until ble and monetary, and the canteens
was represented and small French shops, which per-
; sist and prosper in the war zone,
. were called on for all their sweets
and delicacies. Mess halls were
splendidly decorated, in many in-
. stancey with holly and mistletoe and
New York, Dec. 26.—After exhaust- paper flowers, made by the soldiers
ive ‘tests on rats, mice and guineapepgelves, many of the flowers be-
pigs, the use of radium as a cure fOring worked into Christmas mottoes.
cancer and tumors has been found to 4¢ varipus places along the lines
be a failure, according to the annualpgngs visited the mess halls, giving
report of Dr. Francis Carter Wood,concerts for the soldiers. The Young
head of the Crocker Cancer Research yen’s Christian Association and other
of Columbia University. For cases ongrganizations arranged countless en-
which ‘ operation is not possible.tertainments and special programmes
radium’! is successful as a palliative prevailed in the movie halls and sol-

the Wwriter’'s family
at the front.

RADIUM NOT A CANCER CURE

communication “{ssu¢d- last evening. lm'“’egx}-esday; :

only, the report states. dier theatres, most of the ‘latter being

4

I e when you speak of them in the same
OLD MAN FOUND DEAD breath with the Marne and Ypres, and
Winnipeg, Dec. 26.—HEdward Newell, | when you remember that they have
seventy-two years old, was found dead ] lived for thousands of years, all down
in a vacant house on James street | through the corridor of time they have
east, at 4:45 Sunday. He is thought to come, and yet the fresh and virgin
have committed suicide. The deceas-| touch of wonder, of gallantry, of hero-
ed was a widower. ism which iles in the story of the
According to those who reside in battle of the Marne and of the battle
the same house with him, Newell had of Ypres lies covered with dust be-
been despondent for several days, and | cause of a foolish censorship, and can
left on Saturday afterjoon. When never be recovered by the nation in
he did not return that night a seach | the fullest sense, for the force of first
was made for him, ® telling has gone from them, forever
- departed—a force of first telling which
Efforts are being made to revive the | would have caused the blood and
bull moose, but Col. Roosevelt refuses ’brawu of Britain to rise to a man and
to consent to blood transfusion if he|say, ‘Thousands may fall, but vet we
is to furnish the sanguineous fluid. Carry on."

\

NO_HOME SO POOR
" AS T0 BE WITROUT
‘CHRISTMAS CHEER

clares There is' No Extreme
Poverty in City

SOME WORTHY POOR

for the hardships endured and your Few Families Where Sickness 01:
unfailing cheerfuiness. Another Christ:
mas has come round and we are still
But the Empire, confident in

Misfortune Has Overtaken
Bread-Winners

“There is no extreme poverty in

May Brandon this Christmastide,

| “There are but six families obtain-
ing relief in the city.

“There is no hardship
through lack of employment.

“There is less poverty in. Brandon
at the present time than has been the
case for many years past at this sea-
son of the year.”

Thus spoke Alderman Fletcher, who
\is at the head of the relief commit-
'tee. He explained that none of the
relief given was due to lack of em-
ployment, which has been the most
_prolific’ case of hardship in other
!years.” He also held that prohibition
i had something to do with the present
iimproved conditions. There are, how-
ever, cases of want, which can easily

be explained thirough dauses other
than unemployment or extravagant

' living. Of the half-dozen cases dealt
with, there are two or three where the
Jbusbands were in prison and the city
bad to provide for the families. The
remainder of the cases were explained
by circumstances which fell on the
victims thfough no fault of their own,
but because of illness of the bread-
winners of the families.

“No, we shall not be content with
doling out the usual measure of relig?
at this season of the year,” said Ald.
Fletcher in the true seasonable spirit.
“We shall see’to it that the families
shall not go without their Christmas
cheer, and” with a smile, “we shall
send them a little extra to help them
to forget their hardships and enjoy
the festivities of the season.

“There are cases in the city where
there is no sickness, no extravagance
and no unemployment, but there is
little left after the ordinary expenses
have been met, to secure anything in
the way of luxuries for the family.

“There are children in the “eity
whose parents are working regularly,

“but there is always a matter of grave
doubt as to whether Santa Claus will
vigit their homes.

“But there is no doubt in any, case
if" the relief committee, thej ¢hutches,
the Salvation Army or 4

of several
other organizati . the city will

suffered

2

-of what 1§ >-zwam

“All of those organizations are de-
termined that there shall be no want
of cheer in Brandon this Christmas if
they can help it. Let the people be
extfavagant, lazy, or di'unken, if they
will, the hand of sweet charity shall
not be stayed,” says Ald, Fetcher.

-

EVERY RESOURE, EVERY
POWER TO BE ORGANIZED

Toronto, Dec, 23, —Thrilled by a
burst of eloquence that revealed the
feeling animating his words, the citi-
zens of ' Toronto: last night tumultu-
ously acclaimed the reply of the prime
minister of Canada to the suggestions
of peace that have been heard of late.
It was the last of the éer}iesv of Na-
tional Service meetings addressed by
Sir Robert Borden ocross the contin-
ent.

Sir Robert deveted the main portion
of his address to the aims of the Na-
tional Service,comxpission, going over
practically the same ground as in
former speeches.
however, he adverted to the'question
of peace and evidently chose his utter-
ances with great care.

“We seek peace, but not a mere
truce, of which Germany and Austria
will take advantage, to sharpen their
swords or renew the confliet. The
message I bring to you from the great
western country is that the purpose of
the nation will never be fulfilled till
every resource and every. poweér is
organized to bring ‘about a complete
realization of the aims and objects
with which Canada entered upon the
war,

“ARABIA” NOT IN SERVICE
OF ALLIES WHEN SUNK

Washington, D\C., Dec. 26.—An offi-
cial report from| the British govern-
ment on the British liner Arabia, sunk
b a submarine without warning in the
Mediterranean, declares the Arabia
was not at that or any previous time
in the service of the Allies. Germany
claims in a note to the American gov-
ernment that the Arabia was an arm-
ed auxiliary. The British report was
made in answer to an inquiry from the
state department, and further informa-
tion probably will be asked to clear up
doubtful points after that at hand has
been forwarded to Germany.

What the world’s neutrals need ig
box of troches for their voices.

There remains time to do a greal
dral of effective Christmas shopping.

Toward the close, ¥
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