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[By Special Wire to the Courier]

NEW YORK, Dec. 7—In his re-
view of the war situation in Europe
to-day, the military critic of The Ney
York Times says:

“The activity in Belgium shows
that the allies there are taking ad-
vantage of every opportunity to press
back the German lines. The cutting
of the levees along the Yser has per-
mitted the low ‘lying ground on both
sides of the river to be inundated to
such an extent as to preclude the
movement of large bodies of troops
in this region. The narrow passage
ways along the roads and dykes are
so easily swept by artillery fire that
frontal attacks are well nigh hope-
less.

“This throws to the front the im-
portant operations in the Belgian field
to the higher ground near Ypres,
where the British troops have re-
cently gained ground. Their advance
from Ypres along the railroad toward
Roulers is aimed at the railway sys-
tem of northwest Belgium. If the
British can press their advance along
the north side of the Lys River they
can force the Germans to evacuate
their positions along the Yser and the
Belgian coast. .

“The German assaults - north of
Arras, which carried them to the
Chateau of Vermelles, were intended
to bring similar pressure to bear up-
on the troops on the left flank of the
ailles. The repulse from V_ermelles

efectually checks this strategic plan.

“Throughout the long center of the
battle line in France, the fighting con-
sists of the short range work of siege

~To reach the working par-

'.‘ s FEE 5 o \4

rly straight down wupon them

This problem confronted the J apanese
in their siege of ort Arthur in 1904
and was solved by ‘them by the de-
velopment of the- trench Howitzer.
This gun fires a small shell or gren-
ade at a high angle, so that after
travelling from 200 to 500 yards, ac-
cording to the powder charge used,
it will fall into the enemy’s trenches.
At still closer ranges, similar effects

pie By-figutiog

ades. For short distances these may
be hurled directly, but the usual
method is to swing them on a cord
and let them fly when they get up
speed. When the opposing trenches
get within range for hand grenade
bombardment, it becomes almost im-
possible to make further progress by
trenches without prohibitive losses.
The advancing troops then have to take
to burrowing. Tunnels are driven for-
ward as rapidly as possible by fre-
quent reliefs, working at high spede
for short periods.

“Two tactical uses are made of
tunnel warfare. One is to drive the
tunnel under the enemy’s position, to
place a big charge of explosive and
then at a signal blow up the redoubt
and its defenders, as happened in the
great crater at Petersburg in 1864.
‘This was also the method when the
Japanese blew in the counterscarps
of the Russian forts at Port Arthur.
Coincidentally with the explosion of
the mine heavy artillery fire is
brought to bear upon the enemy’s pe-
sitions on both sides of the point of
attack and an assaulting column,
massed ready for the signal, is sent
forward to capture the enemy’s line.

“The second use of tunnel warfare
is to get in a new advanced position
without the losses consequent upon
a dash across the open ground. Tun-
nels are pushed forward until they
gain the new line, and galleries are
then run out right and left. C}}arges
of explosives are then placed in the
galleries, which on their detonations
blow out a line of craters that need
jonly to be connected and shaped up
to provide the mew adyanced line of
trenches. Ao SR W

scribed above ‘the opposing armies
have been carying on the fighting
along the Aisne, in the Argonne, and
in the Woevre districts since the sec-
ond week in September. The net
gains are about evenly balanced. Con-
sidering the war as a whole, how-
ever, the allies may claim the ad-
vantage of having held the Germans
to an even break while gaining time
for the development of their military

are obtained by the use of hand gren-

strer.gth.”

ment of the war.

Kieff Sees An Army of
130,000 Prisoners Pass
To the Interior of Russia

PETROGRAD, Dec. 7~Ten thousand prisoners were’
brought to the fortress at Kieff on Wednesday, bringing to
a total of 130,000 the number of captured Germans and Aus-
trians who have passed through Kieff since the commence-

They have been sent to the interior of Russia and to
Siberia as rapidly as possible, and have been
the fields or in big industrial camps. \

put to work in

g e

BERLIN
OFFICIAL
NOTICE

[By SBpecia: Wire to The Courier]

BERLIN, Dec. 7—(by wireless t0
London)—The German official state-

ment given out in Berlin this after-
noon says that in northern Poland
German forces were successful in.pro-
longed fighting around Lodz in de-
eating strong Russian forces sta-
tioned to the northwest and to the
Southwest of this city.

The text of the communication fol-
ows: S

“No especial reports have been re-

- Ceived from the western theatre of the

War nor from the region to the east
of the Plain of Mazurian Lakes.

“In northern Poland we gained im-
Portant successes in prolonged fight-
ing around Lodz by defeating strong
Rusisan forces stationed to the north-
W_:st' and to the southwest of this
City,

“Lodz is in our possession. Details
of the battle giving us Lodz cannot
yet be made public because of the
¢xtended field over which the engage-
ment was fought. The Russian losses
Were very large. An attempt by the

ussians to come to the assistance
of their threatened armies in the
north from Northern Poland, was
failed by the activity of the Austro-

lungarian and German troops in' the
districts southwest of Piotrkow.”
o e ————

. Rev. Dr. Chown, General Super-
intendent of the Methquist church,
Ee'at_:hed to over 4,000 people at Ex-
fibition Camp, yegterday.

New Turnkey
Is Appointed
For the Jail

Mr. John Cook will be the new
turnkey at the jail, and following cus-
tom his wife will have charge of the
waomen’s corridor.  The new turnkey
will commence duties January 1. The
announcement was made officially to-
day. 1

I_odz Shelled
For a Week

PETROGRAD, via London, De-.
7.—The correspondent of the Novoe
Vremya at the front, in a despatch to
his paper, tells of the bombardment
of Lodz, He says.

“The shelling of Lodz began a
week ago and grew heavier and heav-
jer until shells were landing in the
town at five minute intervals, setting
many afire.

“From the battlefield the town ap-
peared enveloped in flames. On Wed-
nesday, the Germans attempted to
storm the city, but they were driven
back by the Russian bayonets.

“The town is in a pitiable state.
The 700,000 inhabitants are scantily
provided with food, and there is ro
employment, as the factories have
long since been closed. There has
been no regular communication with
the outside world the past two
months.”

The German Reichstag voted a war
credit of $1,125,000,000, :

RUSSIANS WIN BETWEEN THE WAR'I'HE A&D THE VI

Reports continue to arrive showing the magnitude of the Russian vietory in land. \
great battle between the Warthe and the Vistula is still in progreﬁa, B:\Id!'zn ot::hl rep:r]t? m
that a large body of Germans is still hemmed in around Lodz. The Russian ring passes ;hroﬁgh Rzgow,
Tuszyn, Brzeziny, Strykow, Zgierg and Zdunska Wola. Some German troops, however, are still in'trcnche;
between the last two places. Further west the Russians have advanced to Gombjn, and the German line is
said to be broken in a number of place- .

.. 'o " ._‘Tr.

STULA—GERMANS

0

IN.

[RIB

TORONTO, Dec. 7.—There was
no ceremonial drill, no review, no
march-past at the concentration camp
at the Exhibition Grounds when Sir
Robert Borden visited it on Saturday.
The Prime Minister went there not
to inspect the soldiers on dress par-
ade, but to see them at their work in
preparation for service with the sec-
ond Canadian expeditionary force and
to learn how they were being housed
and fed. His tour of the various build-
ings, in company with. Major-General
F. L. Lessard and his staff, occupied
two hours. When it was ended Sir
Robert voiced his satisfaction with
the camp organization, the accommo-
dation provided and the progress
made by the men, in a brief address
to. the officers. He gave a wider cir-
culation to his opinions by the fol-
lowing paragraph in the general or-
ders issued Saturday afternoon:
“The Premier of Canada, on the
occasion of his inspection of the camp
this mornig, desires to express his en-
tire satisfaction with the appearance
of all ranks on parade. It was with
much pleasure he was able to see for
himself the progress made in training
and the satisfactory arrangements
existing for the messing and accom-
modation of the officers and men.”

SAW MEN AT WRK

Flag signalers stationed-on Dufferin
Street passed the word that the Prime
Minister was approaching. The guard
at the gate turned out, and Gen.
Lessard and his staff gathered to
meet him. The Premier was ac-
companied by Lieut.-Col. the Hon. I.
S. Hendrie, Lieutenant-Governor of
Ontario; Mayor H. C. Hocken, Sir
Edmund Osler, M.P., A. Claude Mac-
donell, M.P.,, W. K. McNaught, C.M.
G., and Dr. J. O. Orr. He was wel-
comed by Gen. Lessard, who said: I
have thought it best to let you see the
daily’ routine of camp life and con-
sequently have made no special pre-

{parations.” The party thereupon com-

menced the inspection, escorted by a
battery of moving picture men and
photographers. Sir Robert visited the
headquarters of the various units, the
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SIR ROBERT BORDEN PAID
TE 10 AGTIVE SERVIGE
EN AT TORONTO GAMP

Premier’s Visit Was a Most Happy Oné-—He Con-
. gratulated General Lessard.and His. Staff—
Canada Fights For Freedom’s Cause.

sleeping quarters of the officers and
sergeants, the domitories and mess
rooms of the men. He saw the sold-
iers’ midday meal in course of pre-
paration in the kitchen, and carried
away a copy of the bill of fare. He
looked: in at the stationary hospital,
in which sick soldiers are cared for,
and into the wveterinary hospital,
where sick horses are treated. On the
way he watched squads of men at
drill, bayonet exercises and signaling
practice. He spent some time at the
miniature rifle ranges, and watched
with interest a group of men firing at
a target with a machine gun of the
newest pattern, \
PRAISED ORGANIZATION

Finally he returned to the play-
grounds, where all the troops were
assembled, The officers having been
called to the front, Sir Robert ad-
dressed them briefly. Hé expressed
his pleasure at having had an oppor-
tunity of inspecting the camp.

“I desire.” he said, “to congratulate
General Lessard and all those res-
ponsible for the good organization I
have seen.” He had been able to see
the troops at their training and had
found them a fine looking bogdy of
men. As far as he had been able to
judge the men were provided with
good accommodation and were re-
ceiving good training. After a while
they would be called. upon to do
more and would do it worthily, But
the work of training was most im-
portant. One might as well pick up
a few men on the street and expect
them to win from an organized hoc-
key or football team, as to send un-
trained men and expect them to de-
feat the greatest military organiza-
tion in the world. “No one,” con-
tinued the Premier, “has any doubt
as to the courage, fortitude and en-
durance of the officers and men who
have gone forward and of those who
will go forward. In making prepara-
tion you are doing every bit as im-
portant a work as if you were already
at the front,

S0P FISHING

Fleet at Firth of Forth Cannot Go
Out for Remainder of
War.

[By Special Wire to the Courler]

LONDON. Dec. 7—An order is-
sued by the Admiralty yesterday that
fleet in the Firth
of Forth Scotland, cease operations,
has been received with consternation
by. a thousand fishermen who face
ruin. The population also is excited
as the people believe the prices of
fish will advance beyond the reach of
the poor, whose princi food is
fish. = The Firth probably will be
closed to fishing until the end of the
war.

The new Northern Congregational
church in North Rosedale, Toronto,
wsa dedicated yesterday.

FRENCH

[By Special Wire to. the Oourler]
PARIS, Dec. 7.—2.45 p.m.—The
French war office gave out an official
communication this afternoon as fol-
lows:

“In the region of the Yser, we con-
tinde -t ‘\nwﬁ the few. entrench-
still I by the e‘nem.yo‘n‘_ﬁle left

“In the.region f Armentieres and
of Arras, as well :s in the Oise terri-
tory in the Aisne region and in the
Argonne, there is nothing to report,
except to refer in general terms to the
superiority of our offensive, ;

“In Champagne our heavy artillery,
on several different occasions, has
shown marked superiority over that
of the enemy.

“There is nothing new on the east-
ern front of our line, where the posi-
tions of preceeding days have been
maintained.”

SUIMARY

[By Special Wire to the Courler]

A comparison’ of the reports from
Berlin and Petrograd leads to the con
clusion that the Germans again oc-

cupy Lodz, from which city they
were driven on their first retreat from
Warsaw. Berlin makes positive an-
nouncement that Lodz is in their
hands, while Petrograd admits that
the situation there is despet.'ate.

df the fall of the city is a fact, it
indicates that communication with
Warsaw again is seriously menaced,
but a semi-official statement from
Petrograd declares that the Russians
are strong enough to hold the invad-
ers in northern Poland and will con-
tent themselves with doing this, while
devoting their main energies to the
reduction of Cracow and the invasion
of Hungary.

Hungary, according to reports from
the Russian capital, is the weak point
in the armor of the teuton allies.

These messages from Petrograd say
that even as early as the fall of Lem-
berg, Austria asked Russia for terms
of peace, The negotiations to this
ended, if any really took place, ap-
parently proved abortive. The story
is again revived in Petrograd in the
form of a report that the Hungarian
prime  minister, on a recent visit to
Emperor William, demanded better
military protection for Hungary, the
lack of which would cause the loss of
the kingdom. ¥

With the exception of a special des-
patch to the effect that Ostend is
burning, nothing has been received in
London to dispute the accuracy of
this laconic statement. ;

The latest reports from Montene-
gro and Servia indicate that these
Balkan allies, at bay in their moun-
tain strongholds, are holding the Aus-
trian invaders in check.

On the water some minor activity
has been noted, resulting in the re-
ported destruction of Turkish auxili-
aries in the Black Sea by Russian sub-
marines; the mining of two Swedish
merchant ships off the Finnish coast,
and the crippling by a mine of the
famous Turkish cruiser Hamidieh,
which is said to have regained Con-
stantinople with considerable diffi-
culty.

Diplomatically, interest is cenetred
on Rome, where the statement of for-
mer Premier Giolitti that Austria
planned war against Seryia in 1913
has caused something of a sensation.

OFFICIAL |}
NOTICE[;

[By Special Wire te the Courler]

morn-

to envelop the opposing flanks. This

progressed approximately 20

on each flank, anoc} tll::ve Lodz still
the top of the Russian arch that cx-
tend toward the Posen frontier.

drive, from the unofficial reports, has
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“LONDON, Dec. 7—The Times cor-
respondent writes from Petrograd:

“The fighting near Lodz has been
marked by many'.stirring . episodes.
The Novoe Vremya correspondent
writes that daring attacks by the Sib-
erian cavalry at Rzgow, Brezin, Tush-
in and Laska and on the line to Zkierz
Strykow will be commemorated
history.. The forest between Brezin
and Krupin, is a continuous German
grave yard. One Russian regiment,
which already had won renown early
in the war charged a howitzer bat-
tery of the enemy. The centre was
broken before the hellish fire, but

n |

nothing could arrest the rush on the

{By Special Wire to the Courler]

NEW YORK, Dec, 7.—A cable to
the Herald from The Hague says:

“It is positively asserted in Brus-
sels that Field Marshal von Der Goltz
recently made an attempt on his life.
Inconsolable -at having lost his
kaiser’s favor, it is said he travelled
to the front and there subjected him-
self continually to a wnd‘lerm g fire
from the allies’ trenches, and he
was Wounded slightly by a shrapnel
splinter. He gave the impressi I
am told, of a desperate man anxious
to lose his life. Eventually his staff
advised him to go back to Brussels,
where he found a telegram from the
kaiser announcing the appointment
of his successor, General Bissing.
Field Marshal Von Der Goltz then
took a room under an assumed name

Were Burned A;xve
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way for the infantry, g‘ unexpect-
o g 0 ow -
ed mc!e;efn‘lblethmo this d':m ;
appeared from the : ea
of Krupin, where mmd m :
soldiers were seeking refuge. They
were burned alive when Russian ,
shea; e;et .t‘}:e huts r:i:‘ fire, m'
iy nesday mo: the :
left Zgiers to storm Lodz, but did not
reach even the R trenches. The
Tsar’s infan
columns on bayones, while the
Russian batteries shelled them. The
struggle lasted several hours, The
Germans strained every effort to
pierce the Russian infantry line, but
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[By Special Wire to the Courier]
LIVERPOOL, Nov. 26 (corres-
pondence)—The hospital Ship China
chartered by the British admiralty,
put into Liverpool with = about

from thq various warships on the
North Sea. Some were in rather bad
condition, and had to be carried on
stretchers tq the waiting ambulan-
ces, but the majority were able to
walk. From one of convalescents
a small idea of their life in the Norta
Sea was gaihered. He said:

“We are getting on all right in the

there, but we don’t mind. At

life»is a bit monotonous but we bear
it all nicely. Some of our vessels

German ships, and if they would only
come out we could settle the whole

two hundred sick sailors, collected |

North Sea,zlt ‘is beastly cold out
times

had a look more than once at the|
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