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KING EDWARD AND IRELAND.

“The enthusiastic reception which the
grish people have accorded King Ed-
ward and Queen Alexandra at Dublin
@ind other communities visited by them
has dissipated any alarm that might
Jamve been felt that more or less hos-
#ility might be shown. It shows that the
.aetion of the Dublin municipal corpor-
.afon in refusing, at the request of pro-
Lessional agitators, to vote him an ad-
.dress of welcpme was not responsive to
.¢he feeling of the people, and that what
.ghe officials of the city refused to ac-
cord the citizens have granted of them-
selves, Personally King Edward, when
Prince of Wales, was always popular
Jn Ireland, and he has not lessened it
.since his .elevation to the throme.

He has taken a lively interest in

Anglo-Japanese treaty England will noﬁ
longer have sufficient cause for war.
Although the concession does not satis-
fy the five demands made by England
2znd Japan in the joint note presented to
the Chinese government last month, still
it goes a long way towards meeting
them. Japan has, no doubt, still a private
grievance of her own, in the virtual su-
zerainty assumed by Russia over Corea;
which she has always regarded as right-
fully belonging to her, as her due and
lawful spoil on the conclusion of the war
with China. It is not, however, unrea-
sonable to hope that the advisers of the
mikado may be able to make such terms
with Russia that this matter may be
eatisfactorily arranged; and that the
war ecloud which now looms so heavily
and darkly over the far east may soon
be dispersed.
——
CANADA’S FLAG.

One of the defects in the national en-
sign of Canada is indicated in a letter
from a valued correspondent in another
cclumn, remarks the Hamilton' Herald,
The seal on the fly represents the coun-
try as it was at confederation, contain-
ing only the arms of the four provinces
whieh then formeéd the Dominion. Al
that portion of Canada west of Ontario,
destined in a very short time to becomeé
in population as it is in territory the
larger and more important part, is ig-
nored. The suggestion has been made
that this defect might be remedied by
the substitation of a simpler emblem,
cne that would represent the entire Do-
winien, and not merely a section. The
maple leaf alone, or a design embodying
both the maple leaf and the beaver,
which are universally recognized now
as distinctly Canadian tokens, would be
more suitable for the fly of the national
flag, and would leave no room for criti-
cism on the part of the people of the
provinces and territories that have been
added to the Dominion since 1867.

———

AN IMPORTANT ISSUE.

Because of their corruption eor in-

sameliorating the conditions that have
Dressed upon the isiand inhabitants
.and has been earnest in advocating the‘
passage of the land purchase bill
ighrough the house of commons and two
aseadings in the house of lords, and’
.ghere is no doubt that it will soon go
dnto effect. This measure will confer
.& greater blessing upon the Irish peo-
ple than any heretofore granted them
by England and will undoubtedly oper-!
ate to restore a better. feeling in all'
garts of the United Kingdom. It will!
. emble the natives of Ireland to be-
“@eme ownmers of the soil, and is a long|
step in the direction of a fuller home
government.

As Prince of Wales the king proved
himself a man of wonderful tact, and
as king he has retained that quality
amd demonstrated further thalt it s not
.aH tact, but that at bottom he has the
«@uality of statesmanship. ' His visits to

Paris and Rome have done much ho‘

«<reate new bonds of friendship between
ghe English and French and Italian
People, and he bids fair to perform
& siill greater service to his country
®y removing the asperities that have
existed between the nearly related peo-
Sle of his island empire.

1 MANCHURIAN OPEN PORTS.

- Apparently the bear has thought it
well to allow the opening of two Man-
<hurian ports under the operation of the
sAmerican-Chinese treaty. The exten-
smion of the same privilege to Britain
=nd Japan necessarily followed. For
#ris result, due credit must be given to
Mr. Secretary Hay; through whose firm-
mess, ability and good sense the open-
@mg of the ports in that rich territory
#s mow made possible. In rejecting the
offer of special privileges for the United
States, and in insisting on the “open
<eor,” Mr. Hay has shown statesman-
ship of the highest order; and has un-
ddoubtedly laid Europe under a deep
debt of obligation. It would perhaps be
slmost too much to hope that this sat-
#sfactory concession will at once put
an end to all matters in dispute, in which
&mgland, the United States and Japan
ave interested. The mere fact that China
%as acted throughout these wearisome
megotiations at the dictate of Russia,
shrows rather a lurid light upon the lat-
der’'s promise to evacuate Manchuria
&y October, 1903. It is now reported that
the ezar's government has informed that
-of the emperor of China that a further pe-
xiod of six years will be necessary, be-
fore she can complete her arrangements
for safely withdrawing. Meanwhile
Russian banks and Russian railroais
ave being firmly established; and Rus-
siom influence gaining ground steadily.
She has already embarked some $250,-
900,000 in developing Manchuria, and
ahe will naturally look for a handsome
weturn on her investment. Her position
%n Manchuria is not unlike that of Eng-
dand in Egypt; the difference being that
—awhile hers is a despotic and restrictive
wpower, England’s is free and progres-
-sive. It is difficult to predict what line
of action, under these altered- circum-
.stances Japan will wish to adopt. If the
~gmbetantial effect of Secretary Hay’s
-sachievement for the “open door,” be
«what it seems to be, it is plain that

competency, successive governments of
British Columbia for the last fifteen
years have muddled along with a fiscal
policy that has annually shown & gap-
ing deficit and brought the province to
the end of its borrowing powers at a
reasonable rate of interest.

The most glaring fealture about our
present financial condition is the fact
that rich, dividend-payinz corporations
like the railways and the coal barons
do not begin to pay thelr fair proportion
of the taxes, At the last session of the
legislative assembly a return was made
which shows that the railways pay
but one-tenth of their fair proportion
of taxes. It hag been still more recent-
ly shown beyond all question that the
Dunsmuirs, the owners of the E. & N.
railway, pay little or no royalties on
the millions upon millions of feet of
timber cut annually on the lands of the
company.

If there were an equitable system of
taxation, if the railways and the Duns-
muirs paid as much in proportion as
does the ordinary individual, there
would be a surplus of cash instead of
a shortage in the provincial treasury
each year.

These rich corporations should mnot
be so favored. They are in a better
position than anybody else to contri-
bute towards the cost of government.
They make enormous profits while the
struggling metalliferous mining indus-
try, the harrassed merchant and de-
pendent toiler wrestle with debt and
adversity,

The Miner has taken the trouble to
study this vitally important question in
all its important phases and is now
convinced that there is prosperity for
all and certain distinct and definite
amelioration in store for the masses
and the infant industries if the rich are
made to pay their fair proportion of
taxes. It is patent that a reduction
could be made in the poll and school
tax of the masses and the total elimi-
nation of the iniquitous 2 per cent tax
on ore mined if justice were done in
this respect.

Is this not worth making a cam-
paign issue in the forthcoming elec-
tions? The corporate influences in
both parties will, of course, try desper-
ately to stultify -this idea, but this
journal will not listen to such sophistry
or any equivocation. The principle is
sound, the idea is homest and has all
the right and might of its solid virtue.

Rossland Comervatiyes will have an
opportunity tonight to declare for this
simple, grand principle, and it is to be
devoutly hoped. that they .will mise to
the occasion with that sense of jus-
tice and patriotism thiat is and should

PRESERVING FUR BEARING ANI-
MALS.

L

Profiting by the experience of older
parts of the Dominion, the people of
Northern Alberta are agitating for pre-
ventivé measures against the destruc-
tion of gamé and fur-bearing animals.
The beaver is as helpless as he is in-
dustrious, and he soon disappears when
the fur hunters invade his haunts. His
proverbial cunning may save him for a
time, but that is chiefly manifested in
his early departure for more secluded
regions. We have a sentimental regard
for the beaver, as our national emblem,
and before our invasion the Indians
placed him at the head of the animal
world. The absolute prohibition of the
trapping of beaver in Ontario for five
years, and the forest reservation on Al-
gonquin park, have saved this animal
from destruction in that province. But
indiscriminate and continuous trapping
has been going on in regions far more re-
mote. The Peace river country was at
a comparatively recent time the natural
haunt of the beaver in Athabasca ter-
ritory. Now it is almost ‘entirely driven
out or killed off, and-a few more years

of slaughter will complete the work

of destruction. In other parts of that
territory the same unfortunate results
‘have appeared. The only district where
the beaver can now be called plentiful
is on the Liard river and its tributaries
north and west of Fort de Liard. Here
they are virtually surrounded, and in a
short time, if jindiscriminate trapping
is not prevented, they will be killed off.

There is an economic as well as a
sentimental aspect to the gquestion of
‘preserving the beaver and other fur-
bearing animals. At Edmonton, which
+s the chief raw fur market of the north-
<rn country, there is a large number of
poor and immature skins sold every year,
showing that the work of destruction is
carried on without regard to times or
seasons by both Indians and white trap-
pers. The economic loss involved is dif-
ficult to estimate. The fur dealers do
not want the immature nor the poor
skins, but competition is keen, and the
trappers sell them by demanding that
the bad be purchased with® the good.
it is stated on good authority that not
more than half the fur sold at Edmon-
ton will grade No, 1. The skin of a
bear killed in summer is worth about
5) cents, but if the animal is killed in
season it is worth $15. A silver fox skin
taken out of season is worth about
$5, but taken in season it is worth three
or four hundred dollars. All furg are
similarly affected by the changing sea-
sons. :

The miatter is under Dominion juris-|
Ciction and it might be dangerous to
ivterfere with the hunting and trai)ping
rights of the Indians. White trappers
could be prevented from taking furs
out of season, or from having such furs
in their possession. If it were made an
cffence to buy or possess such furs the
market for them would be closed, and
sbcth white men and Indians would cease
to trap out of season. To prohibit the
export of low grade furs has been sug-
gested as a less sweeping remedy, and
as the majority of the buyers at Edmon-
‘ton represent American or other foreign
Jirms, that embargo might prove suf-
#ficient. Some restriction should be
placed on the present indiscriminate
s.gughter.

SIR WILFRID AND THE JAPS.

According to the New Westminster Co-
lumbian, recent incidents on the Fraser
river have given the .white fishermen
and those interested in their welfare
fresh cause for complaint against the
persistence of Sir Wilfrid Laurier in
cultivating the friendship of the Japan-
ege at the expense of the white men of
British Columbia. We have had the
Japanese brought into direct organized
competition with the white fishermen’s
union, and a victory for the Japs acheiv-
ed solely by their numerical strength.
wkich is such as to make it impos-
sible for the white fishermen to hold
out for what they consider a fair price
for their labor. Whatever the Jap cau
be induced to take the white man, it
appeared, must accept also or lose his
season’s work and let his dependants
gl in want.

It is no more incumbent on British
Columbia to sacrifice her white men to
Japanese labor than it is for Natal and
Australia and other colonial possessions
whose determination to regulate the la-
bor affairs the home authorities would
not risk resisting. Neither wounld M.
Chamberlain attempt to force the Jap-
avese upon Canada if we had at Ottawa
a govcernment bent upon sturdily -e-
sisting all suggestions of sacrificing
our local welfare to imperial interests
not asserted in other colonies.

It is time that we carried this labor
grievance past Sir Wilfrid, and had au-
dience with Mr. Chamberlain himself.
There are more substantial advantages
to be secured to the empire by encour-
aging the movement of white population
to British Columbia than can possibly
accrue from the satisfaction the Jap-
anese government can derive from fore-
ing emigrants upon a province unwilling
to receive them. The Mikado has had it

be the guiding motives of their pol-

anless coerced by some clause of the

/

itics.
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asserted with much dignity that he
might be trusted to keep his people from

not welcome; and it seems to us that
the government at Ottawa has been
remiss in not having it urged upon the
Japanese emperor to keep faith in this.
matter of the obmoxious movement of
Japs to British Columbia.
e——
THE MOST PROFITABLE OF IN-
DUSTRIES.

There is lttle doubt that among all
the industries of this country, mining
is the most profitable tiday. In mak-
ing this statement, we leave out of
reckoning the instances of misguided

‘and ill-managed enterprises, wild-cat

sohemes and foreordained failures of
novices and incompetents. We mean
the mining business as it s carried
on under intelligent management, with
improved modern achinery and in lo-
calities which do not offer serious ob-
stacles to transportation, etc. Given
an ore body with fair values and of
good average width, the profits of a
mine’s working year can be figured out
a great deal more closely than' the
profits of a grain or fruit ranch, or

there is a certain element of luck and
chnce in mining must be admitted, but
in the main the business is sound and
profitable. And the basis of these
conditions lies first of all, perhaps, in
the fact that we have brains—trained,
cultured, versatile brains, at the head
of every mining enterprise of any mag-
nitude. The West has eome of the
best specimens of mine guperintendents
the world has produced—the man who
is at once geologist, engineer and prac-
tical miner; who knows his mine just
as a manufacturer knows his plant,
and is moreover a good business man-
ager. And a second factor is this:
That the very best that the laboratory
and machine shop have produced in
the way of modern improvement are
being utilized in the mining industry
to eliminate waste and save time, On
account of modern scientific methods
it is possible to work at a profit low
grade and refractory ores, which in
decades past were considered ittecly
worthless, And we presage that future
prosperity in the mining field will be
due not to the richness of discoveries
but to improved methods of treating
ores, and in economical methods of
handling immense mining plants. There
is no industry for which science and
mechanics have done more than lor
mining.

THE VOTE IN DURHAM.

Last week’s bye-election in the Bar-
nard Castle division of Durham coun-
ty was expected to give some indication
of the state of feeling in England in
regard to the Chamberlain program, but
this issue seems to have been in a large
degree mixed up with others. The con-
stitueney is solidly Liberal, the Union-
ist candidate at the last election having
received only 8546 votes against 5036
polled for his opponent, leaving him in
o minority of 1491. Last week’s elec-
tion was a three-cornered contest. The
same Unionist who was defeated in
1900, Major W. L. Vane, whose personal
pepularity is admitted, came within 47
votes of election, but for all that receiv-
ed 222 less than in the previous contest.
The straight Liberal, who is said to have
lacked the support of the party ma-
chinery, was at the foot of the poll,
while a labor nominee who was also so
good a Liberal as to have held the po-
sition of official agent for that party
in the constituency was success-

ful. The combined Labor and Liberal
‘vote was 6179, against 3323 cast for the

Unionist.

On the face of it these figures are
not very reassuring for Chamberlain and
his supporters. Major Vane was pre-
pared to endorse the policy of the colo-
nial secretary, while the Liberal, Mr.
Beaumont, would only go so far as to
approve of an inquiry into fiscal matters,
and the Labor man, Mr. Henderson,
after starting his campaign with a vig-
orous attack on the “food tax” propa-
ganda, came around toward the close
to admit that investigation might -be
harmless. It is alleged, however, that
this question was by no means the chief
issue of the campaign; that dissatis-
faction over the education act was a
much more potent factor in the result,
and nothing of importance has been de-
termined regarding the preferential tar-
iff theories which Mr. Chamberlain
promises to make the leading issue at
ihe next general election. If the voting
in Barnard Castle were an index of
popular sentiment in Britain on his
proposals, the outlook for Mr. Chamber-
lain would not be roseate, but he ex-
pects to do better when his campaign
of education has had time to work out

its intended effect.

A London correspondent comments
thus on the result of the contest: “Thus
if any deduction can be drawn from the
election, it is that the autumn cam-
paign which will follow the rising of
parliament in August is to settle wheth-
er the country supports the colonial sec-
retary or not. Official assurances are
given that the government absolutely
does not contemplate an early general
election, but there is a general belief
that it will come: in March, by which
time Colonial Secretary ' Chamberlain
will have put forward his scheme and

migrating to countries where they were

the leaders will have declared themselves

oc one side or the other. These is yet
a third opinion, which is supported by
many, that when the cabinet meets in
November at the usual meeting prelim-

that its members are too divided to car-
ry on the government, and that an ap-
peal to the country will follow. But it
is certain that every effort will be made
to avoid it, and party discipline will be
exerted to the utmost to avoid a gen-
eral upheaval at the end of the year.”
e——————
McBRIDE AND MARTIN.

Richard McBride is not the greatest
man that ever lived, but certain char-
acteristics of his shine with dazzling
effulgence when brought into contrast
with the traits with which the people
have been familiarized in the person of
Joseph Martin,

He is honest. He is a Conservative.
He has served the people faithfully. He
12 neither a trickster, a trimmer nor a
mountebank. He has, although a very
young man, been elected to the legis-
lature twice. He has not grown' rich
in ‘the service of the railways and the
coal barons. He never stood for any-
thing except law, order and equity. He
enjoys no popularity in the reeking pre-
cinets of anarchy and socialism,

When the well-paid favorite of the
big corporations gains a reputation and
a record like this his libels yill carry
farther than they do now.

——

O TEMPORA! O MORES!

The cry goes up at home and abroad
that British Columbia is a fertile br2ed-
ing ground for political heresies. This
province is rapidly getting an undesir-
able reputation for labor agitation,
socialism and other false dectrines.
The reason is not hard to find. Both
the old parties seem inclined to shirk
responsibilities so far as the masses are
concerned. And therein lies the secret
of the deep undercurrent of general dis-
satisfaction on the part of the poorer
element of our population. It is the
duty of the grand old Conservative
party to come ‘to the rescue; to see to
it that there shall be no class legisia-
tion; no favoritism in the levying of
taxes; no discrimination against the
humble but ambitious pionzer; no er-
ders-in-council for the particular ben-
efit of charter-mongers and grafters;
no reservation of crown lands, or de-
nial of the legal rights of the prospec-
tor—in ghort, a square deal all around.
The' illiterate and fanatical agitator,
the rampant demagogue and concience-
less politician will talk to empty ben-
ches if the old line parties only do,
their simple duty. Cursed and hope-
lessly involved by 'the false doctrines
of Martinism, the Liberals cannot be
expected to relieve the situation; but
the untrammelled Conservatives have
a grand opportunity to restore the
good name of this great province, and
o create unprecedented prosperity.

se—ssems—

GOOD PROOF OF LIBERAL IN-
DISCRETION.

‘When The Miner first drew public
attention to the almost criminal folly |
of the Liberals in postponing the $500
tax on Chinese until January 1, 1904,
there were a number of local Grits
who declared that “it was all right.”
The following, from the Vancouver
World, ¥he leading Liberal newspaper
in British Columbia and the personal
organ of “Joe” Martin, proves conclu-
sively how {ll-advised has been the
Liberal policy in this respact:
“Come One, Come All—The Celestial
race against time is becoming exciting.
From the land beyond the sea China-
men are pouring into Canada with a
fervor suggesting a deep anxiety to
escape the approaching seasomn of the
$500 tax. The incoming Empresses
bring them in chattering hordes, and
those who are not able to make the
passage on the queen steamers of the
Pacific come otherwise. But they
tome, nevertheless. Yesterday a sub-
urban tram brought over from the
Braser a small party of eighty-five wao
had crossed to the mainland by the
ferry Victoriam, having landed from
one of the Sound-Oriental liners.”
—

" RESTRICTING CHILD LABOR. -

Restriction of child labor is in ac-
cord with a wide and deepening senti-
ment. The absolute wickedness of the
systems that depend upon such labor
has been shown in the mills of the
Southern States and the mills, mines
and sweatshops of Eastern America.

‘While it is true that the evil has not
yvet reached proportions by any means

as great in the West, the principle
is the same. The time to correct an
evil is before it has grown mighty and
becomes entrenched, Child labor is not
bad aolne for the individual victim of
it. The boy or girl is prevented from
acquiring an adequate education, 1s
stunted mentally and physically and
develops into an adult only in years.
This certainly is bad enough for the
child, but it is to be remembered that
this stunted and malformed being en-
‘ters into the fabric of society. Its chan-
ces of becoming a useful member are
slender. It is more likely to progress
along lines that lead to crime or pen-

ury. The child denied the right to
grow mnormally and  healthfully, with

'a share of the sunlight and fresh air,
lzmd participation in youthful joys, is

being done a cruel wrong, and this is
a wrong that reacts.

Certain students of tuberculosis have
concluded that the reign of this disease

inary to the new session it will be found ! would in time be materially checked

through the abolition of child labor.
That the child who works in mill or
factory toils where the atmosphere is
dim and foul is almost a surety. It is
in such atmosphere that the tubercu-
losis germ thnives. Those of robust
frame may be able to withstand it, but
to the puny urchin it means death. Nc'n
only does the human body need air’and
sunshine, but the dry air of the open
day destroys the virility of the germ
that under other circumstamces is so
much to be dreaded. From the econo-
mical standpoint Sthere will arise ob-
jections to the change. Men wili have
to be employed to do the tasks now per-
formed by scrawny youugsters, Of
course, this will cost more, but it may
be the little ones are worth saving
even at the price.

ENGLAND’S TRIBUTE TO GEORGE
: - WASHINGTON.

“Englishmer® and Canadians alike”
says the Montreal Star, “will agree in
commending the action of the authori-
ties of St. Paul's cathedral, which has
just been officially announced, in offer-
ing a site in that sacred eentre of An-
glo-Saxon interest, where repose the re-
mains of Nelson and other mighty he-
roes of the past, for a memorial to Am-
erica’s great soldier and first president,
George Washington.”

Paradoxical as it may appear, it is
nevertheless true, that few, if any, of
its illustrious dead, whose monuments
arc to be seen in St. Paul's, have a
stronger claim on the gratitude of Brit-
cns than he who, a century and a quar-
ter ago, was regarded as a traitor to his
king and his country. But George
‘Washington taught the mother country
a lesson, which it has been learning and
practicing ever since. In showing her
how easy it was to alienate the loyalty
of her colonial children he pointed out
how it could be retained. It is not ¢o
much to say that the loss of the Ameri-
can colonies in 1776 has proved a gain
to the whole world. Not once, but by
degrees, England came to perceive that
if she would retain the affection and loy-
alty of her colonies, and so found 2
mighty, world-embracing empjre, she
must endow them with full indepen-
dence, and let them govern themselves.

and ended with the loss of the Ameri-
dah colonies. It was a bitter and ex-

: pensive lesson, which has never needed

to be repeated; but, as subsequent
events have shown, a most valuable one.
For that boon England owes to George
Washington a national recognition; and
we welcome the action of the Pilgrims’

<Club in inaugurating the movement for
erecting a statue of the great American
statesman in London.

The enthusiasm with which the pro-
ject has been received in England is an
eloquent sign of the times. It is an-
other proof of the strong abiding sense
of kinship which connects the two great
Anglo-Saxon nations of the Bastern and
Western hemispheres. In honoring
Washington the English are but honor-
ing one of themselves; a hero, belong-
ing in a sense to both peoples, who now
that his character can be viewed in the
‘true perspective time alone can give,
can equally admit Lis genius, integrity
and patriotism; and thank God for the
noble example he has bequeathed to all
succeeding generations of the Anglo-

‘| Saxon race.

THE NEW POPE.

The election of a successor to Pope
Leo XIII, has evidently resulted in &
compromise, as happens in many politi-
cal contests. Followers of Cardinals
Rampolla and Gotti, the most prominent
of the candidates, were expected to re-
main firm in support of their favorites,
and this has been the case. Cardinal

from all that is said of him, the new
occupant of St Peter’s chair may be
expected to discharge his dutles well
and prove no unworthy successor to the
benevolent and saintly Leo. It seems
even possible that he will improve the
relations between the holy see and some
of the national governments. Of course
his administration of the internal affairs
of the church is of interest only to the
church’s adherents, but there are many
matters under his control which are also
of interest to the world at large. In this
respect the reign of the late pontiff
was of general benefit, and it is wel
that his successor’s past career should
‘give promise of the good work being
continued.

The Americans are very anxious fof
reciprocityy with Canada. They are io
real earnest about it. They have dis-
covered that the Canadians are rapidly
growing out of the stage of suicidal
foolishness which profited Uncle Sam
and impoverished Canada, and they
want to make a bargain before the Can-
adians get entirely too wise to be gold-
bricked. The Minnesota branch of the
National Reciprocity League is quit¢

| active in the propaganda, i

“l K &

Sarto’s name was not even mentioned 1
among the probabilities. Nevertheless, |

The process of disintegration began

|
|
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